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Chapter 1: An Introduction to the ‘Donetsk People’s Republic’

The contemporary world is made up out of sovereign states. The most commonly used
definition of a state comes from the Montevideo convention of 1933. It specifies that a state
should have the following qualifications: 1) a permanent population 2) a defined territory 3) a
government and 4) the capacity to enter into relations with the other states (Montevideo
convention 1933). The convention has one additional specification that is vital to our modern
understanding of what makes a state: statehood is dependent on the recognition by other states.
However, reality does not always correspond to theory. Throughout history entities have
existed that have all the qualifications of a state but are not recognized as such by the
international community. Well known examples include Taiwan in East Asia, Somaliland in
the horn of Africa, and Transnistria in Europe. The concept of legitimacy is central to the
scholarly and non-scholarly discussion of unrecognized states. Legitimacy is often understood
as ‘the right to rule’ and has an internal (domestic) and external (international) element. In
2014, two new unrecognized states were proclaimed with Russian support in parts of the
Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts in the South-East of Ukraine: the ‘Donetsk People’s Republic’
and the ‘Luhansk People’s Republic’.> They were widely denounced as illegitimate entities.
This thesis will examine legitimacy in the context of one of the newly formed unrecognized
states: the DNR. An understanding of the DNR must be informed by the wider context of the
conflict in Ukraine, what sparked that conflict, and what it meant for Ukraine-Russia relations.
Therefore, before going into the theoretical aspects of legitimacy and outlining the research
strategy, the following section provides a short history of the conflict in Ukraine.

The Maidan revolution or the ‘Revolution of Dignity” as it is called in Ukraine, started
on November 21, 2013 when a group of protesters gathered in Kyiv’s central square. The
square, known as ‘Maidan Nezalezhnosti’ (‘independence square’ in UKkrainian) gave its name
to the protests who were quickly dubbed the ‘Maidan’ protests. The decision by president
Viktor Yanukovych to refrain from signing an association agreement with the European
Union, and to sign an agreement with Russia instead was the trigger. Social media was used

to gather protesters on the square, with estimates of up to 200.000 people attending. The 30th

1 In Russian: [loHeukas HapoaHas Pecnybnuka, ‘Donetskaya Narodnaya Respublika’. NyraHckasa HapoaHas
Pecnybnuka. ‘Luhanskaya Narodnaya Respublika’. In this thesis | will use ‘DNR’ and ‘LNR’ respectively for sake
of brevity. This does not constitute any recognition of their statehood on my part. Moreover, in writing about
any attributes of ‘statehood’ | will avoid from using mitigating terms (‘parliament’ instead of ‘so-called
parliament’ for example). Again, this will be for sake of brevity and does not constitute any form of recognition
from my part.
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of November stands out as a turning point in the protests. That night, berkut anti-riot police
were ordered to dismantle the camp that protesters had built, and protestors were pushed into
other parts of the city. Arguably, this gave new momentum to the protests, and the in the
following days more and more people came to gather at ‘Maidan Nezalezhnosti’ with many
people from outside of Kyiv attending. There was a noticeable difference in support for the
movement geographically. Support was highest in Western and Central regions of the country,
and lowest in the Eastern and Southern regions. Particularly in Western Ukraine, there were
Maidan protests that attracted tens of thousands of people, with the protests in L’viv attracting
the largest crowds (Ishchenko 2016, 458). This stands in stark contrast to the Maidan protests
organized in cities in Southern or Eastern Ukraine such as Donetsk, Lugansk, or Simferopol,
where attendance was minimal. Indeed, polls seem to show that people in the Eastern and
Southern regions were predominantly opposed to the Maidan revolution and subsequent
power change (Lyubashenko 2014, 76). This environment set the stage for Russian

intervention.

Throughout the protests, delegations from countries that supported the protestors came
to visit Maidan to express their solidarity with the protesters. Meanwhile, Russia was heavily
involved in providing shelter to Yanukovych. When it became clear Yanukovych was out of
power, the EU was quick to accept the new government. On the other hand, Russia spoke of
an unlawful violent exchange of power and at first backed Yanukovych’ claim that he was
still the legitimate president (which he was according to the constitution) (Lyubashenko 2014,
82). Some scholars saw the quick acceptance of the new status quo by the EU and the U.S. as
an indicator that the crisis in Ukraine signified a larger crisis in EU-Russia relations
(Haukkala 2015, 34; Sakwa 2045). Others shared this point of view but argued that the crisis
in Ukraine was the EU’s fault because it had not respected that Ukraine was in Russias
privileged zone of influence (Mearsheimer 2014). The EU, which did not think in terms of
zones of influence, had underestimated the importance Russia attached to Ukraine. Great
power rivalry and zones of influence, concepts people associated with the Cold War, returned
to European discourse. The Maidan revolution resulted in a deterioration of relations between
Russia and the EU that continues to this day. This crisis was exacerbated by the Russian

annexation of Crimea.

After the change of power in Kyiv, soldiers without insignia started appearing on the
Crimean Peninsula. On February 27, 2014, armed men occupied the parliament and an



emergency session was held to disband the government. On March 6, the council of Crimea
voted to become part of Russia, and on March 16, a referendum was held for that purpose.
Recognized by Russia as legitimate but not by the rest of the world, Russian officials spoke of
a 95.5% majority of acceding to Russia (Morris 2014). This figure was widely discredited by
Western governments. The EU issued a statement that it was ‘illegal and illegitimate and its
outcome will not be recognized.” (Barroso and van Rompuy 2014). Crimea was a turning
point in Russian relations with Ukraine, the EU, and the West in general. The takeover of
Crimea was coupled with an ‘information war’ offensive in the media that has continued ever
since. The annexation emboldened separatists in the Donbas and Southern Ukraine repeated
Crimea’s call for annexation. As it became clear that in Kyiv power had changed hands, pro-
Russia demonstrations grew bigger in the East and South of the country. On March 4,
protesters occupied the Regional Administration building in Donetsk, and their leader, Pavel
Gubarev, declared himself ‘people’s governor’. Separatists took over local headquarters of the
intelligence service (SBU) and administrative buildings in Donetsk and Lugansk Oblasts in
April. In reaction to this the government in Kyiv started the ATO (Anti-Terrorist Operations)

on April 15. This marked the start of armed conflict in the Donbas.

The separatists organized a referendum on the May 11 in the parts of Donetsk and
Lugansk under their control, with the question: ‘"Do you support the declaration of state
independence of the Donetsk People's Republic?’’ to which voters could answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
According to the separatists, there was a large turnout and the overwhelming majority voted
‘yes’. Ukraine and Western states did not recognize the results (Vernon 2014). This marked
the beginning of the DNR and the LNR. Soon after ATO was announced, peace talks were
held in Geneva to stop the conflict from escalating (Davies 2016). The Geneva agreement was
quickly broken with each side accusing each other of breaking it. In the first phase of the war,
the Ukrainian army performed badly, as it was not prepared to fight a war in its own country
both materially and morally (Rauta 2016; Malyarenko and Galbreath 2016). The armed forces
of Ukraine were in a bad state due to years of neglect and underfunding (Katchanovski 2016).
They relied heavily on conscripts, who are usually not motivated soldiers. In the first stages of
the conflict, the separatists domestically procured most weapons: either bought on the black
market, raided from army depots, or brought in by defecting Ukrainian soldiers (Ferguson and
Jenzen 2014). Nationalist volunteer battalions helped the Ukrainian army and played a

decisive role in the defense of large cities such as Dnipro and Mariupol.



After Petro Poroshenko was elected as president of Ukraine on May 25 in an election in
which residents of occupied Crimea and the occupied parts of the Donbas did not participate,
ATO operations increased with new vigor. By July, the separatists had lost most of their gains
when there came another turning point in the war: the tragic downing of flight MH17 above
Hrabove in separatist controlled Donetsk Oblast. This made the already international conflict
even more a case of global concern as citizens from multiple countries perished in the attack.
The majority of the passengers were from the Netherlands. MH17 came to be the symbol of
the international ‘information war’ Russia and the West. Immediately after the crash, it was
unclear what had happened, and Russian media quickly established a counter narrative to shift
blame away from the rebels, accusing the Ukrainian government (Toal and O’Loughlin 2017).
This process of blame attribution has continued ever since, with the consequence that there
are two distinct ‘media spheres’, in which people blame different groups for the disaster,
despite the conclusions of the Joint Investigation Team that confirmed the rebels shot down
the plane with a Russian BUK missile. Aside from a temporary ceasefire around the crash site,
fighting continued and the rebels were pushed back.

At the end of August, the Ukrainians were pushed back by a new separatist offensive.
The battle of llovaisk which cost the lives and capture of hundreds of Ukrainian servicemen,
was a turning point (Grytsenko 2014; Cohen 2016). The battle at llovaisk highlights 1) the
relation between the battalions and the central government/army and 2) Russia’s intervention
into the war when the rebels were losing. Some of the battalions consisted mostly of locals,
such as the Donbas battalion, while others were made up of members from all over Ukraine.
Yet others were more problematic, for example the right-wing Azov battalion, which
reportedly has neo-Nazi elements in its ranks (Cohen 2016). These battalions were motivated
to fight, but often not properly equipped with heavy armaments such as tanks and artillery.
The battalion forces in the beginning were swiftly ‘incorporated’ into the Ukrainian army
making them legal parts of the army. However, this did not mean that they were well
integrated: the parliamentary commission on llovaisk concluded that the communication
between battalion commanders and the regular army was poor (Matios 2015). Secondly, at
llovaisk it became clear Russian units were directly involved in the war (Grytsenko 2014;
Cohen 2016; Clem 2018). Evidence for Russian involvement already existed but this
incursion into Ukraine provided crucial evidence as local sources on the ground relayed
irrefutable evidence of Russian army having entered Ukraine (Clem 2018). The defeat at

llovaisk proved to be a painful one, and soon after Petro Poroshenko started negotiations for a
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ceasefire (Judah 2014). An agreement was reached in Minsk on September 5, but the ceasefire

was broken only hours after it was signed

On November 2, elections were held in separatist controlled territories but neither
Ukraine nor its Western partners recognized them. With Russia actively involved in the
conflict, there were no guarantees that the elections would proceed in a free and fair manner.
These elections saw Aleksandr Zakharchenko and Igor Plotnitskij elected in the DNR and
LNR respectively. The elections did not stop the fighting, as the rebels were on the offensive
with the help of Russian troops, and fighting continued until February 2015. A similar
situation to that at Ilovaisk occurred as Ukrainian troops became trapped in the strategic town
of Debal’tseve in early February 2015 (Kramer 2015). Just as the heavy defeat in September
may have prompted the first Minsk agreements, the situation in early February necessitated
another ceasefire dubbed Minsk 11.2 On February 15, Angela Merkel, Francois Hollande,
Petro Poroshenko, Vladimir Putin, Aleksandr Zakharchenko and Igor Plotnitsky drew up a
new peace plan after long negotiations. The document was signed by the latter two leaders of
the separatists and additionally by Swiss diplomat Heidi Tagliavini, former president of
Ukraine Leonid Kuchma, and the ambassador of Russia to Ukraine Mikhail Zubarov (OSCE
2015). The Minsk agreements called for an immediate cessation of hostilities, exchange of
prisoners, change in the constitution of Ukraine towards a more decentralized state, and local
elections in the Donbas. Officially the agreements are still in place, but many of the
agreements have not been reached. There is mutual distrust preventing both sides from taking
steps to implement the agreements (Davies 2016). Nevertheless, since the Minsk Il
agreements the situation on the ground has stabilized with fewer civilian casualties, mainly
due to the withdrawal of large pieces of artillery 15 km from the line of contact. Violations of

the ceasefire occur until this day, particularly in Avdiivka and on the outskirts of Mariupol.

The most important consequence of the Minsk agreements for the separatist entities
was that the current status quo was recognized and frozen. For the ‘domestic’ situation in the
separatist republics the agreements brought relative peace, which allowed the people in power
to focus on state building projects. Some commentators argue that the agreements were
‘doomed to fail” from the beginning, pointing to the inability of Ukraine and the separatists

and their Russian sponsors to implement parts of the agreements such as constitutional

2 From this point onwards, | will refer to the agreements reached in Minsk February 2015 as ‘the Minsk
agreements’.
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changes and local elections (Dempsey 2017). Nevertheless, it is the only peace agreement
currently in place. Monitors from the OSCE observe the ceasefire through a ‘Special
Monitoring Mission’(SMM). There have been no major alterations to the agreements. So far,
the result has been a partly frozen conflict and two unrecognized states. The current situation
gives the people in charge of the unrecognized republics the opportunity to engage in nation
building and state building, and the longer the present situation continues, the harder it will be
to eventually reintegrate these parts of the Donbas into Ukraine.

Any government dealing with a war on its territory must decide how to interact with
the leaders of the enemy forces. The default mode of dealing with a secessionist entity during
a war of secession is to describe them as illegal or terrorists. As the name of the campaign
against the separatists suggests, this is exactly what the Ukrainian government did. On
September 16, 2014 the government in Kyiv adopted the law "On the special order of local
self-governance in separate Raions of the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts",® designating the area
as temporarily occupied territories. Besides the animosity and the designation of the
DNR/LNR leadership as terrorists, there are still intricate connections between the
government and the separatist controlled areas. Many of the coal mines and metallurgy plants
that are vital to Ukraine’s economy are in the zone of conflict. As the Donbas was the
heartland of Ukrainian industry, powerful oligarch-businessmen had ties to the region, the
most important of them being Rinat Akhmetov, Ukraine’s richest citizen. Indeed, Akhmetov
still employed thousands of people in the Donbas, and trade between government controlled
and separatist territory continued throughout the war until February 2017 (Ash 2017; The
Economist 2017). Besides business connections, human connections span across the front line:
many Ukrainians have family still living in the occupied territories as they could not or did
not want to move. For reintegration to be feasible, Kyiv needs to have ties to the population in

occupied territories.

On the 20th of February 2018 a new law was adopted in the Ukrainian parliament that
labels Russia as an ‘aggressor state’ in the Donbas. As such, the ATO is no more; with
operations now called “taking measures to ensure national security and defense, and repulsing

and deterring the armed aggression of Russia in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.”

3 ‘Raion’ is both the Ukrainian and Russian word for an administrative unit smaller than an ‘Oblast’ which is
more similar to province.



(Ponomarenko 2018). However, the situation on the ground has remained the same since
Minsk and is characterized by a lack of large offensives. Ceasefire violations still happen
every day, as such, the conflict is far from ‘frozen’. The situation is best described as a ‘low
intensity conflict’. Even the assassination of Zakharchenko in September did not alter the
status quo. Russian backed separatist entities have been stuck in the same situation for the
past four years. The conflict has split communities along the contact line and has taken a
considerable toll. People stranded in territories not controlled by Kyiv have been in limbo for
the past four years living in unrecognized states. Moreover, people living close to the front

line on both sides have had to deal with regular shelling and the danger of mines.

The DNR has been widely denounced as illegitimate, first by the authorities in Kyiv,
who launched an ‘Anti-Terrorist Operation’ (or ATO), against them. Russia supports these so-
called people’s republics and provides them with military assistance and controls the
leadership of these states to a significant extent. They have been the de-facto authorities in
parts of the Donetsk and Lugansk Oblasts for almost five years. In these years, they have tried
to present themselves as the rightful rulers of the territories they control to the local
population as well as to an international audience. Meanwhile, these areas have become
somewhat of an ‘information black hole’. Therefore, it is not known how the DNR has tried to
legitimize itself in the past four years. Moreover, it is difficult to assess how successful they
have been. Nevertheless, they have a significant online presence through their ‘state media’.
Particularly the DNR has been prolific in presenting an image of itself. Hence, this thesis
focuses on the DNR. Due to the repressive nature of the regimes and the ongoing conflict,
practical research in the Donbas has become impossible. Particularly if that research is
concerned with political legitimacy. Even online surveys of attitudes of the residents of the
DNR are problematic, as there is no guarantee the answers will not be heavily biased.
Therefore, I will examine the DNR ‘state” media as it is published online. This allows me to
examine the reasoning of the DNR regime from within. The research in this thesis will be

guided by the following research question:

How does the DNR try to legitimize itself domestically and internationally?

More precisely, | will examine what legitimation strategies the DNR employs, and what their

contents are. In order to capture both the domestic* and international side, | will examine a

4 When talking about ‘domestic’ | refer to actions inside the DNR. Again, this does not constitute recognition.
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sample of articles from two types of DNR state media in Russian and English: directed at a
domestic and an international audience respectively. The structure of this thesis will be as
follows: first, a review of the scholarly literature on legitimacy in general and legitimacy in
unrecognized states will provide the tools to assess the success of a legitimation strategy and a
theoretical framework to analyze the DNR state media. The literature review will finish with a
methodology section based on the legitimation strategies identified by scholars of
unrecognized states. Furthermore, the corpus of primary sources drawn from the DNR ‘state’
media will be presented. The analytical chapters are focused on getting a deeper
understanding of how a certain legitimation strategy is employed. They are organized
according to the main domestic and international legitimation strategies of unrecognized
states discussed in the literature review: conflict and security; state building and regime
performance; democratization; culture, history and identity; patron state engagement; and
international engagement. Finally, I will make a two-point conclusion. First, I will assess
which legitimation strategies have been most prominent in the time sample and how they are
used in the context of the DNR. Second, I will assess whether the legitimation strategies of
the DNR were successful by comparing the results of my research with scholarship on

legitimacy and with the small amount of survey data available.

This thesis covers two separate but related fields of research. It will draw from
international relations and political science theory to understand the domestic and
international elements of legitimacy and legitimation. Additionally, it will draw from
literature on the history, politics and international relations of Ukraine, Russia, and the post-
Soviet space to understand the local context of the DNR. Finally, these two fields come
together in the literature on post-Soviet unrecognized states. The research in this thesis aims
to contribute to multiple types of research. First, I will add to the literature on unrecognized
states with a study of the newest unrecognized state in Europe. Second, | will add to the
literature about the conflict in Ukraine by providing an in-depth study of the reasoning of the
DNR from the perspective of unrecognized states. Outside of academia a study of the
legitimation strategies of the DNR has practical relevance: an understanding of the internal
dynamics in the DNR is vital for Ukraine if reintegration is to be successful. If the DNR is
seen as legitimate by the local population, reintegration will be difficult. A study of how the
DNR tries to legitimize can help estimate whether they are seen as such by the local
population. As the conflict in the Donbas has not yet been resolved, research on one of the

actors in the conflict is of urgent relevance.
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Chapter 2: Defining and Operationalizing Legitimacy

In trying to explain the continued existence of unrecognized states, legitimacy as a concept is
of fundamental help. Both ‘inside’ (domestic) and ‘outside’ (international) legitimacy need to
be examined. This literature review has two main aims: first, to engage with the multifaceted
nature of legitimacy by considering the academic debate. The aim of this section is to
understand what empirical factors are important for internal and external legitimacy in states.
Second, | will outline a theoretical framework that can be used to study unrecognized states.
Therefore, the structure will be as follows: first, I will deal with definitional issues, describing
and defining the domestic and international aspects of legitimacy. Second, I will look
specifically at legitimacy in unrecognized states and construct a theoretical framework based
on the most prevalent legitimation strategies according to scholars. This chapter concludes
with a section on methodology that illustrates how the legitimation strategies described by

scholars will be utilized in understanding the DNR.

2.1: Towards a definition of legitimacy

A first necessary step in defining legitimacy is drawing the line between normative and
descriptive accounts of legitimacy. Roughly speaking, the normative accounts fit the field of
political philosophy, while the descriptive accounts are more at home in sociology: the former
deals with legitimacy mainly as the justification of (coercive) power, while the latter deals
with people’s belief in the system (Fabienne 2017). This literature review, and by extension,
this thesis will focus mainly on descriptive accounts of legitimacy. Nevertheless, making an
absolute distinction between normative and descriptive accounts, or for that matter between
political philosophy and sociology when it comes to legitimacy, is difficult if not impossible.
In this thesis | am not going to make an explicitly normative argument about legitimacy in the
DNR, rather, I will examine legitimacy empirically.

One of the most influential theorist on political legitimacy is the German sociologist
Max Weber. In the above-mentioned descriptive/normative framework, Weber is on the
descriptive side. In his famous 1918 lecture ‘Politics as a Vocation’, Weber begins his
discussion on legitimacy by defining the state, which according to him is ‘a human
community that (successfully) claims the monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force
within a given territory’ (Weber 1921,1; in Gerth and Wright Mills 1947). Defining the state
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as such, the next central question that needs answering is ‘why do people submit to this power
of the state?’ Legitimacy explains a crucial aspect of these power relations. Weber moves
away from the normative philosophical account of legitimacy and holds that a system is
legitimate if the people perceive it as such. His tripartite distinction of how power structures
are legitimated has become so influential that it is mentioned in almost every account of
political legitimacy. This distinction is by no means a perfect fit to the real world; rather, they
are ideal ‘pure’ types or categories into which different political systems are placed. The first
is legitimation through tradition. This entails a claim to a right to rule based on the argument
that ‘it has always been this way’, or, that the ruler in question has a god given mandate to
rule. An example of this is the way in which most of Europe was ruled through the Middle
Ages and into the modern era. Weber defines this as ‘traditional’ legitimacy. Then, there is
legitimation based on ‘charisma’ -a hard to define ability of certain people to make others
believe and trust them. An example of this are the elected warlords and demagogues that
people have rallied around for centuries. The final type is based on rules. This happens when
power is legitimated through a rule based legal system. Examples of this are modern

bureaucracies and governments. Weber calls this ‘rational/legal’ legitimacy.

David Beetham in his 1991 The Legitimation of Power- criticizes Weber. He claims
that if legitimacy is related to the perception of people, and how people perceive things is
influenced by societal structures, then how regimes are perceived is mainly in the hands of the
regime itself. He takes this to its logical conclusion, saying that this view of legitimacy would
‘imply that the reason for the collapse of the communist regimes in Eastern Europe in 1989
lay in a deficiency of public relations, rather than anything actually wrong with the system of
rule itself.” (Beetham 1991, 9). This means that, taking a Weberian view of legitimacy, it is
not possible to explain anomalous political events such as revolutions. Beetham is not
proposing to disregard people's beliefs about the legitimacy of a given political regime; rather,
he is proposing to deduce whether a given political regime can be ‘justified in terms of their
beliefs’ (Beetham 1991, 11 italics in original). Beetham goes further to critique Weber’s focus
on legitimacy as a matter of belief by shifting our attention towards two other dimensions of
the concept: legality and consent. First, the legal part of legitimacy considers whether power
is exercised within the confines of the law; whether or not it follows the rules. This legal view
of legitimacy is relatively easy to determine and is more straightforward than any belief-based
view: power is either exercised according to the law or not. Moving on to the consent element
of the concept, Beetham argues that the showing of consent, either through going to elections,
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attending rallies, etc... confers legitimacy to the political system (Beetham 1991, 12).
Beetham considers legitimacy to be built up in three ways, arguing that a political system can
be said to be legitimate if:

1) it conforms to established rules ii) the rules can be justified by reference to beliefs shared
by both dominant and subordinate, and iii) there is evidence of consent by the subordinate to

the particular power relation. (Beetham 1991, 16).

These three points are Beetham’s three dimensions of legitimacy. The first one
corresponds to the legal definition of legitimacy, but goes beyond a strictly legal
understanding in terms of scope. The rules of power may be enshrined in a legal document,
but they may also be informal and unwritten. The opposite of this Beetham calls ‘illegality’-
when power is acquired not according to the rules (in modern regimes this would often be an
unconstitutional change of power) that power will be illegal. The next dimension deals with
beliefs, and more precisely, a common belief held by both dominant and subordinate about
whether the rules of power can be justified (Beetham 1991, 17). The opposite of this
dimension of legitimacy Beetham defines as a ‘legitimacy deficit’. Such a deficit occurs when
the beliefs about power change; for example, when people no longer believe in the divine
right of kings to rule, there is a legitimacy deficit or (or weakness). The third dimension, that
of consent, is important for two main reasons. First, it creates a ‘normative commitment’ for
those that have participated in the show of consent towards those they have demonstrated
their consent to (Beetham 1991, 18). Second, by expressing consent to be ruled you confer
legitimacy to the system: it is a public show of being content with the existing power relations
on part of the subordinate. Because of the legitimizing nature of a show of consent, these
actions are often ceremonial: think of elections for example, or of medieval displays of loyalty
to the sovereign. The opposite of the third dimension Beetham characterizes as
‘delegitimization’- or the pulling back of consent. An example of this could be the protests
during the Prague spring in ‘68: they showed a public display of a withdrawal of consent, and
thus were a clear delegitimization of power. The population might have stopped perceiving
the regime to be legitimate for a long time, but protests presented a clear withdrawal of
consent, which provided the delegitimization. Beetham primarily focusses on defining ‘inside’
or domestic legitimacy. The next subchapter will deal with the empirical study of legitimacy

in its domestic form.
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2.2: Domestic legitimation

Bruce Gilley in his 2009 book ‘the Right to Rule’ tries to establish empirically what makes
states legitimate. He takes Beetham’s distinction between legality, justification and consent,
and applies them to a study of 72 countries. He attaches measurable indicators to these aspects.
For legality, he takes the responses to three world values survey questions about confidence in
‘human rights performance, the police, and the civil service’ to measure the law-abidingness
of a state (Gilley 2009, 14). For justification, he again uses the world values survey and the
incidence of violence in political protests. For consent, he uses the reliance of the state on
easily avoidable taxes and voter turnout in elections (Gilley 2009, 15). Additionally, he places
extra stress on the justification part. He justifies this by arguing that states nowadays are
claiming to represent the interests of their citizens. Another interesting outcome of his study is
about what makes a state legitimate- the explanatory variables. The three most important
variables Gilley identifies are ‘General Governance’, Democracy/Rights’ and ‘Development’
(Gilley 2009, 44). What this entails, among other things, is that democracy is not necessarily a

prerequisite for a legitimate regime.

Moving into a more abstract level, Gilley attempts to create a general model of
legitimacy (fig. 1). His basic assumption is that society is pluralist, with a range of demands
by different actors who have different social identities and different powers in shaping the
state. These ‘demands of pluralism’ are directed at the state. Additionally, the state has some
power to shape the demands of society. In responding to these demands the state performs and
produces outputs. As Gilley discussed and found from his analysis, development,
democracy/rights, and governance are key (63). There is also a double relationship between
performance and legitimacy: on the one hand, good performance creates legitimacy while on
the other hand, states that enjoy legitimacy are able to perform better. Finally, legitimacy
influences demands of pluralism. In this model, the state is in a double relationship with

society as it not only responds to the demands of citizens but also helps shape them.

Demands of | — | State — | Performance | -, | Legitimacy
pluralism <« &




Fig. 1. The pluralist model of legitimation (after Gilley 2009, 63).

In essence, this moves away from Weberian models of legitimacy and the other models
previously described. Moreover, it describes how states have to manage demands of a
pluralist society. This model provides a roadmap to study legitimacy: if we want to find out
how a state is trying to legitimize itself, we need to study these processes. However, what is
described here relates to internal or domestic legitimacy alone. The next section will deal with

international legitimacy.

2.3: International legitimation

Some authors argue that globalization has intertwined internal and external legitimacy (Clark
2007; Gilley 2009; Hurrelman et al 2007). As states are more integrated into what could be
called an ‘international society’ of states, domestic legitimacy becomes more important for
international legitimacy writes lan Clark. He uses a tripartite distinction: legality, morality,
and constitutionality. In this distinction, legality refers to the following of rules, be they
national legal systems or international legal systems. Finally, Clark understands
constitutionality as belonging to the ‘political realm of conventions, informal understandings,
and mutual expectations’ (Clark 2007, 220). Legitimacy building consists of finding a
consensus between these norms. Clark claims an international order works if there is
consensus on the ‘rightful membership’ and ‘rightful conduct’ criteria of international society.
In a shift of international order, these criteria change. Clark argues that after the cold war
there was a shift in the rightful membership criterion that was now heavily based on
democracy. Moreover, rightful membership and rightful conduct became even more

intertwined.

In the 90’s a new ideology of humanitarian intervention was propagated, knows as
‘Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P). This was based on the idea that it was the obligation of
states to ensure basic human rights, and that they were accountable to the international society
if they could not or did not want to do this (Clark 2007, 160). He argues that the fact that
these norms exist that means that there is an international society. If states did not adhere to
these basic norms, the international society had the right to intervene (forcefully) to ensure
that the state in question would adhere to these norms in the future. While many saw this as a

challenge to sovereignty, Clark sees it as a manifestation of a revolution in legitimacy (Clark
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2007, 160). States who did not want to conform to the new ideas of what a state should be
were ostracized by other states as ‘rogue’ or ‘outlaw’ states. The inclusion into international
society was used as a ‘carrot’, while the exclusion was used as a ‘stick’ to get states to adapt
to the new demands of international society. Inclusion or exclusion into ‘international society’
(i.e. adhering or not adhering to global norms) can be a matter of life and death for states;

particularly for unrecognized ones.

2.4: Legitimacy in unrecognized states

Scholars usually define unrecognized states as ‘entities that have proclaimed independence,
developed certain elements of statehood and possess partial sovereignty (i.e. maintain durable
control over a certain territory and have built own governing institutions that are viewed as
legitimate by the majority of local populations).” (Axyonova and Gawrich 2018, 423). There
is as no scholarly consensus yet whether the DNR counts as an unrecognized state. Although
the conflict has not stopped, the DNR has had control over a certain territory since March
2015. Whether the authorities are viewed as legitimate is hard to establish and will form part
of the subject matter of this thesis. Unrecognized states have a state they seceded from, which
is known as the ‘parent state’, and a state that supports their independence, known as a ‘patron
state’ (O Beachain, et al 2016, 442). Influenced by the parent states, the tendency has been to
describe unrecognized states as mere ‘puppet regimes’ of their patron states (Broers 2013).
Moreover, they have been characterized as bandits and outlaws, profiting from their
unrecognized status of a lawless area (Caspersen 2015). All these conceptualizations have

hindered the full understanding of the complexities of the behavior of unrecognized states.

Unrecognized states are particularly prevalent in the post-Soviet space. After
perestroika, several unrecognized states appeared. The post-Soviet unrecognized states (and
their parent states) are Nagorno Karabakh (Azerbaijan, 1994-), Abkhazia (Georgia, 1993-),
South Ossetia (Georgia, 1992-), Transnistria (Moldova, 1991-), and now the DNR (Ukraine,
2014-) and the LNR (Ukraine 2014-). On the post-perestroika states a wealth of research is
available. Many scholars have written about the DNR/LNR in the context of the war in
Ukraine (Katchanovski 2016; Robinson 2016; Mateeva 2016). As of yet none have written on

the DNR from the perspective of unrecognized states.
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One would expect power in an unrecognized state to be legitimate if it conforms to
established rules, if the rules can be justified, and if there is evidence of people consenting to
power. (Beetham 1991). What is clear from the discussion of legitimacy above is that we
should not examine how these unrecognized states are perceived by their population. Rather,
it is fruitful to examine legitimacy according to empirical attributes such as Gilley’s
conceptualization of what is most important in legitimacy: ‘General Governance’,
‘Democracy/Rights’ and ‘Development’. The better an unrecognized state is able to provide
these, the more internal legitimacy it will enjoy. Although in international relations legitimacy
is seen as absolute, in the literature on unrecognized states it is seen in degrees (Caspersen
2011). Due to the difficulty of obtaining empirical data from unrecognized states, it is
rewarding to examine legitimation strategies rather than trying to determine the absolute level
of legitimacy (Caspersen 2015, 186). Unrecognized states often form after a secessionist
(ethnic) conflict which may initially bolster internal legitimacy through the ‘rally around the
flag’ phenomenon (Fabry 2016). However, unrecognized states do not automatically enjoy
internal legitimacy. Due to the situation unrecognized states find themselves in (often that of
an unresolved conflict) some building blocks of legitimacy weigh more heavily than in

recognized ones.

Unrecognized states are denied legitimacy from their parent states and international
society, which sees legitimacy as something absolute: states either are or are not (Broers
2013). In the literature on unrecognized states® scholars often speak of ‘earning’ sovereignty
or ‘playing’ the recognition game (Berg and Molder 2012; Broers 2013; Lynch 2002;
Caspersen 2009; 2015). The goal of this game is external legitimacy in the form of
recognition by international society. The benefits of recognition are considerable: with
borders recognized by international society the control of the regime over the secessionist
territory is cemented. As Clark has argued, internal and external legitimacy have become
more closely tied than ever. For unrecognized states this rings true: they have to prove their
statehood not only to a domestic audience, but also to an international audience in order to
gain recognition. Recognition opens access to international aid, trade and mobility for the
population. Unrecognized stress their supposed internal legitimacy as an argument for
external legitimacy. External legitimacy exists in degrees; therefore, it is most fruitful to study

external legitimation strategies. The following section presents six of the most prominent

> | will use ‘unrecognized’ over ‘de facto’ following O Beachain et al. who note that every state is a de facto
state- but not every state is unrecognized.
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legitimation strategies of unrecognized states according to scholars. Due to the close
connection between internal and external legitimacy, domestic legitimation strategies may

have international elements and vice versa.

Conflict and Security

In general accounts of legitimacy as discussed above conflict has an adverse effect on the
most important sources of legitimacy. Conflict is detrimental to development, regime
performance, and democracy. Frozen conflicts could have the same adverse effects. For
example, the tense military situation in the region South Caucasus has not been conducive to
democratization of the unrecognized states located there (Broers 2013, 2). However, a frozen
conflict and the threat of reintegration can instill patriotic fervor in the population causing a
‘rally around the flag’ phenomenon (Fabry 2016, 27). For some unrecognized states, the
external threat is the main reason for their internal legitimacy (Berg and Molder 2012, 543).
C,aspersen argues that providing security is a particularly important element of domestic
legitimation in unrecognized states (Caspersen 2015, 185). Indeed, unrecognized states often
have a hostile parent state for whom violence may be acceptable in the reintegration of the
territories. If the war of secession was an ethnic war, the ability of the unrecognized state to
protect their kin is key in ensuring internal legitimacy. Moreover, if the conflict was
particularly violent the residents of the unrecognized states may harbor grievances against the
parent state. The patron state is often essential in security guarantees. However, as
unrecognized states have to maintain credibility that they can fend off an attack by the parent
state. In an international sense, if the war of secession is seen as a last resort to protect the
population against a hostile parent state, the unrecognized state will be more tolerated (Berg
and Toomla 2009, 43). If the war of secession is seen as illegitimate it has an adverse effect

on external legitimacy.

Regime performance & state building

Regime performance and state building are significant aspects of domestic legitimacy (Gilley
2009; Rothstein 2009). They touch on all three foundations of legitimacy described by Gilley.
Some authors argue that unrecognized states come into existence when the former warlords of
the conflict become state builders (King 2001). State building is a process of forming working

organs of government. Regime performance is how well the government can deliver public
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goods and services, ranging from education to trash collection. Caspersen notes the
importance of delivering public goods for ensuring domestic legitimacy (Caspersen 2009;
2015). Moreover, Kolstg and Blakkisrud have also focused on state building when explaining
legitimacy in unrecognized states, which they see as the physical buildup of state capacity
(2008). O Beachain et al argue that ‘legitimacy is also based on the capability to deliver basic
services and to offer a degree of opportunities and mobility to their core resident population’
(O Beachain et al 2016, 447). The unrecognized status makes it more difficult to deliver
public goods or to foster development as there is no access to international trade. The public
good of security is particularly important for unrecognized states, and in this thesis, | will
examine it as separate from other public goods such as healthcare or education. Some authors
hold that the international legitimacy of an unrecognized state is dependent on how
convincing the regime comes across as state builders (Bakke et al 2014). They also form a
part of external legitimacy as unrecognized states sometimes argue their ‘state’ is functioning
better than the parent state. For example, a key part of Somaliland’s international legitimation
IS stressing its regime performance and state building successes compared to Somalia (Felter
2018).

Democratization

Democracy is an important aspect of unrecognized states’ domestic and international
legitimation strategies (Caspersen 2011). In a study on state building in Abkhazia, South
Ossetia, Transnistria, and Nagorno-Karabakh O Beachain et al argue the building of
(relatively) democratic systems in all of these states except for South Ossetia has contributed
to their domestic legitimacy (O Beachain et al 2016). This is not surprising as Gilley finds that
democracy/rights is an important component of legitimacy. This strategy fits in both the
international and domestic legitimation categories. If the democratization process is genuine,
the inhabitants of the unrecognized state will feel their concerns are listened to, and the state
will be better able to respond to the demands of a pluralist society. Moreover, people will
have a standardized way of expression consent in the form of elections. Democratization in
unrecognized states often remains limited to an ethnic democracy (Caspersen 2012). Besides
playing a domestic role, democratization also is used as an international legitimation strategy.
In the post-Cold World democracy has become an element of rightful membership in
international society, and leaders of unrecognized states have admitted being democratic

might make it easier for eventual recognition by other democracies (Caspersen 2011, 342).
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Kopecek et al note that from 2005 onwards, the leadership of several unrecognized states
began placing extra stress on their democratic credentials while simultaneously embarking on
a democratization program as an international legitimation strategy (Kopecek et al 2016).

Democratization thus has internal and external benefits for unrecognized states.

Culture, History and Identity

Kolstg and Blakkisrud deem nation building to be an important legitimation strategy of
unrecognized states, which they see as the instilling into people a sense of belonging (Kolste
and Blakkisrud 2008, 484). The importance of identity in these states is exemplified by the
fact that they often build a limited ‘ethnic democracy’ (Caspersen 2011). A sense of national
identity may be strengthened by the position of unrecognition (Fabry 2016). Moreover, it may
be key to eventual recognition (Richards and Smith 2015). In some other unrecognized post-
Soviet states such as Nagorno-Karabakh and Abkhazia, ethnic identity is a major legitimizing
factor for the regimes. These states have their origin in ethnic warfare and protection of the
ethnic group provides an integral source of legitimacy of the unrecognized state. Indeed, the
fact that secessionist conflicts of post-Soviet state were predominantly ethnic wars, allowed
the elite of these entities to demonize the parent state and proclaim to be the only defenders of
the group (King 2001, 533-534). In others such as Transnistria there is no clear ethnic
majority and the identity building project was based on other factors. Identity building may be
based on a shared language, culture, or history. Internationally, some unrecognized states

benefit from a diaspora that supports external legitimation strategies.

Patron state engagement

The most important international partner for an unrecognized state is its patron state. Patron
state support is important because they are usually the unrecognized state’s security guarantor,
leading some scholars to view the unrecognized state as a mere ‘puppet state’ (Broers 2013,
4). However, patron state engagement is a balancing act in which too much integration into
the patron state can have negative effects on both internal and external legitimacy. Internally,
too much reliance on the patron state can jeopardize the claims to independence which drove
the initial war of secession. Externally, unrecognized states’ dependence on the patron state
leads to them be seen pawns of that patron states foreign policy, which is detrimental to

recognition strategies (Souleimanov et al 2018). Trust in the patron state is directly linked to
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trust in the whole state building project (Bakke et al 2018). In the case of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia, which were recognized as states by Russia in 2008, this serves as a piece in their
argument for wider recognition (Caspersen 2015). There is a spectrum of patron state
engagement in which unrecognized states can fall; from almost total patron state control such
as in South Ossetia, to more independence such as in Nagorno-Karabakh. Patron states who
support but do not recognize can engage in an array of recognizing acts that fall short of
recognition: from the visits of minor officials to organizing joint sports tournaments. Perhaps
the more sensitive areas of patron state support, such as security guaranties, are not made
public by unrecognized states (O Beachain, et al 2016, 448). Integration with the patron state
is one of the DNR’s self-professed top priorities as the initial call was for outright annexation.
Patron states can recognize unrecognized states and can persuade other states to do the same.

International engagement

There is a large spectrum of how much unrecognized states interact with the outside world,
from isolation such as South Ossetia to a high level of interaction such as Taiwan (Berg and
Vits 2018). Unrecognized states differ in the extent to which they are tolerated by the
international community. Berg and Toomla argue that if secession was the last resort against
serious injustice, the unrecognized state has a bigger chance of being tolerated (Berg and
Toomla 2009, 43). Despite their unrecognized status, unrecognized states try to engage with
the world. States and international organizations prefer to interact in an explicitly non-
recognizing way (Ker-Lindsay 2018, 364-368). For example, the EU has an ‘engagement
without recognition’ for the unrecognized states in the Caucasus (de Waal 2017). However, as
reintegration into the parent state is the goal, this form of engagement is explicitly non-
recognizing. Unrecognized states can use mimicry of official diplomacy to and could open
‘embassies’ or ‘consulates’ in other countries, presenting themselves as recognized states
(Mcconnell et al 2012, 807). The parent state usually sanctions interaction with the
unrecognized state and pursues a counter recognition strategy. Nevertheless, they cannot
always stop international engagement with unrecognized state. Post-Soviet states such as
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Transnistria cooperate and recognize each

other.
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2.5: Methodology

The strategies discussed above provide a comprehensive overview of how unrecognized states
try to legitimatize themselves domestically and internationally. The practical application of
these strategies differs per unrecognized state. | will examine how the above-mentioned
strategies are used in the DNR by analyzing information available in the in the public space:
the DNR ‘state” media. In order to draw conclusions from the selected primary source
material this thesis uses content analysis. Content analysis is a prominent method in the social
sciences that is employed to gain meaningful insights from the study of a large body of data.
It can be subdivided into quantitative and qualitative analysis. The former looks at large
corpora of sources and usually makes use of computer programs. The latter looks at smaller
corpora and offers more depth. Classifying the data in a content analysis is done through
coding. A ‘code’ in this case is a word or short phrase that captures the essence of the text
sequence analysis (Saldana 2011). In qualitative content analysis there are multiple ways to
create the categories. The first, ‘conventional’ method consists of immersion into the data and
the construction of categories based on patterns in the data. A second one makes categories
informed by theory (Hsieh and Shannon 2005, 1297-1281). Both are potentially valuable

methods in the research of legitimation strategies.

In this thesis, I will employ the latter method. Practically, this means that | will take
the articles in a time sample, and color code them for the legitimation strategies discussed
above. For example, | used yellow to indicate ‘conflict and security’. If a text was mostly
yellow, it was grouped under the ‘conflict and security’ category. If a text had many different
colors, it was put into the ‘other’ category. The majority of articles consist of a few sentences.
This facilitated categorization of articles. The legitimation strategies described above are
general, and in the DNR legitimation strategies may be used differently. To analyze how the
legitimation strategies are used in the DNR, | have differentiated within the legitimation
strategies. These subcategories were found by immersion into the data and color coded into
the text. For example, within ‘conflict and security’ the focus could be on the Ukrainian army
attacking the DNR. This was color coded with dark-yellow. Going back to the research
question: How does the DNR try to legitimize itself domestically and internationally? The
research will answer two parts of the research question. It will 1) establish which legitimation
strategies are used most and 2) analyze how legitimation strategies as described by scholars
are used in the DNR.
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The corpus of primary sources consists of coverage from the DNR ‘state’ media
agency ‘Donetskoe Agenstvo Novostej’ or DAN news and the DNR ‘state’ international news
agency ‘Donbas News Agency’ or DoNi news. DAN news functions as the main news outlet
of the regime in the DNR. Besides news articles they publish official announcements. DAN
publishes predominantly in Russian but translates some of its articles into English. Its
intended audience seems to be people living in the DNR, as many of the events it covers are
of a local character. However, this does not mean that Russian language articles are intended
for a purely domestic audience as Russian is still widely spoken in the post-Soviet space. As
DAN is the official state media agency of the DNR, it is an instrument of propaganda for the
DNR. Janus Putkonen, a Finish citizen who moved to the Donbas in 2015 and was the first
foreigner to receive a DNR passport, owns DoNi news. Through DoNi news, he controlled the
accreditation of foreign journalists and made sure that only people sympathetic to the DNR
were allowed in (Shandra 2016). DoNi writes in English, French, and Italian, which suggests
that its target audience is those living in (Western) Europe. DoNi is both a conspiracy website
on the fringes of the media spectrum and the official international news agency for the DNR.
Accordingly, its audience is likely to consist of people who already support the DNR in some

way.

In order to obtain a sample of articles that is both representative and manageable for
qualitative analysis, | will employ Ovala and Pantti’s technique, which they used for study of
the geopolitical framing of Maidan in big European newspapers. They focused on particular
events that have the most emotional value, for example the downing of MH17. The news
coverage within these periods, they argue, has ‘particular relevance in public framing’ (Ovala
and Pantti 2017, 44). This would arguably be the same for the DNR media: events of great
emotional value would be more relevant for them to show the strategies of legitimation.
Taking the strategy of Ovala and Pantti and examining crucial moments in the DNR’s
existence seems the most fruitful way of ensuring a sample of data that is small enough to
analyze qualitatively but still representative of the whole corpus. The need to legitimize the
state in the media at these moments would be the biggest in the days leading up to these

events (if anticipated) and the days immediately after.

Arguably, the first crucial events were the Minsk agreements which were signed on
February 11th. These agreements were the second attempt of brokering a ceasefire in the area

and were signed by all parties involved. No English language media exists during this time
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sample. Nevertheless, as the Minsk agreements are crucial to the existence of the DNR | have
decided to include them. A second critical moment were the ‘primaries’ for the elections that
they would have (but were ultimately postponed). The primaries were a moment in which the
DNR sought to legitimize itself both domestically and internationally through democracy.
These primaries took place on the 2nd of October 2016. A third critical moment is the renewal
of large-scale clashes between the Ukrainian government and the separatists on January 29,
2017. On this day the armed forces of both sides clashed over the Ukrainian controlled village
of Avdiivka. A fourth critical moment was the decision by VIadimir Putin to recognize
identity documents as well as other certificates of residents of the separatist republics. This
move was widely seen as a recognition of the separatist republics by Russia. I will study the
news coverage from the day before, the day itself, and the day after each event. The following

tables will illustrate the resulting data sample:

Minsk time sample

Primaries time

sample

Avdiivka time
sample

Identity Documents

time sample

DAN news 10 feb

DAN news 1 oct

DAN news 28 jan

DAN news 17 feb

DAN news 11 feb

DAN news 2 oct

DAN news 29 jan

DAN news 18 feb

DAN news 12 feb

DAN news 3 oct

DAN news 30 jan

DAN news 19 feb

N/A

DoNi news 1 oct

DoNi news 28 jan

DoNi news 17 feb

N/A

DoNi news 2 oct

DoNi news 29 jan

DoNi news 18 feb

N/A

DoNi news 3 oct

DoNi news 30 jan

DoNi news 19 feb

Table 1: days of coverage.

A complete list of Russian language articles used is provided in appendix | (pp 102-120); for

the English language articles in appendix Il (pp 121-130). All legitimation strategies show up

in some way in all samples with two exceptions: ‘democratization’ is only present in the

Primaries sample, and ‘history, culture and identity’ does not show up in DoNi news articles.

The following tables illustrate which legitimation strategies are present in the four time

samples of DAN news and the three samples of DoNi news. | will refer to the articles using

footnotes. All translations are by the author.
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DAN news | Conflict | State Democratization | History, | Patron state | International
and building and Culture | engagement | engagement.
security | regime and

performance Identity

Minsk X X X X X

sample

Primaries X X X X X X

sample

Avdiivka X X X X X

sample

Identity X X X X X

documents

Sample

Table 2: legitimation strategies in the DAN sample

DoNi News | Conflict | State Democratization | History, | Patron state | International
and building and Culture | engagement | engagement.
security | regime and

performance Identity

Minsk X X X X

sample

Primaries X X X X X

sample

Avdiivka X X X X

sample

Identity X X X X

documents

Sample

Table 3: legitimation strategies in the DoNi sample.

The corpus of articles resulting from such a focusing strategy is still significant: 287 in

Russian and 147 in English. Russian language sample contains more articles than the English

language one due to the missing Minsk sample from DoNi. Additionally, DAN publishes

more articles in general. Fig. 1 and fig. 2 illustrate the articles grouped according to prevalent

legitimation strategies in unrecognized states.
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Main themes in Russian language articles (287)
6% = Conflict and Security
= Regime Performance and State

Building

= Democratization

6%

13%

41%

m Culture, History and Identity

= Patron state Engagement

= International Engagement

m Other

16%

Fig. 2: breakdown of Russian language articles
Main themes in the English language articles (139)

= Conflict and Security

9% 1%
6%
) m Regime Performance and State
0% Building
= Democratization
0,
16% = Culture, History and Identity
57%

= Patron state Engagement
= International Engagement

11%

m Other

Fig. 3: breakdown of the English language articles

In some articles, multiple codes are prevalent: for example, a text may be about protecting
citizens but also about international engagement. However, these graphs are a result of the
texts by their main category. That there are so few in the ‘other’ category is mostly due to the
1) broadness of the initial categories and 2) the short length of most texts. Many articles are
merely rewritten versions of earlier articles. Additionally, many articles are not diverse
content wise. Particularly articles about the conflict tend to be mere statements of how many
times Ukraine has shelled the DNR. The only substantial articles usually reportages and
interviews which are a clear minority in the sample. Of the DoNi sample, 67 articles are
translations of (parts of) articles from DAN news; almost half (48%) of the whole sample.
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Chapter 3. Conflict and Security.

For unrecognized states in general, and for those engaged in an active conflict in particular, it

IS important to convey the message that they are able to provide security for their citizens.

Unsurprisingly, articles related to providing security in the broad sense are most numerous in

the time sample. As fig. four shows, in Russian language media the articles about the conflict

appear most in the Avdiivka and Minsk samples. The English language sample follows the

same logic, in the Avdiivka sample there are more articles about the conflict.

Conflict and security Russian

(118 articles)

m Avdiivka time
sample

= Minsk time sample

= identity
documents time
sample

® Primaries time
sample

Fig 4. Russian articles by time sample

Conflict and security Russian

Fig 6. Subcategories Russian

As fig. six and seven show, most articles about the conflict are simply about the DNR

m Ukraine attacking
DNR

m Ukraine immoral

= Ukraine army bad

= DNR army good

= disengagement

= prisoners

Conflict and security English (79

articles)

&
\

Fig 5. English articles by time sample

= Avdiivka

= |dentity
Documents

= Primaries

Conflict and security English

AN

Fig 7. Subcategories English

m Ukraine attacking
DNR

m Ukraine immoral

= Ukraine army bad

= DNR army good

= Disengagement

= Prisoners

attacking Ukraine. These are often short articles about how many times Ukraine has shelled
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the DNR. However, these articles sometimes turn into accusations that the Ukrainian army or
groups fighting on the side of Kyiv in general are immoral. These have been marked as
‘Ukraine immoral’. The English language sample has more of these articles. Furthermore,
there are articles about how good the DNR army, and how bad the Ukrainian army is. These
articles have been marked as ‘DNR army good’ and ‘Ukraine army bad’ respectively. Finally,
there are issue specific articles about disengagement and prisoner exchange due to two
planned actions at that time. These have been marked as disengagement and prisoners

respectively.

3.1. Ukraine attacking the DNR

The largest percentage of articles in the time samples are about Ukraine attacking the DNR.
Articles about Ukrainian attacks on the DNR are rarely about the DNR army being attacked.
Rather, the articles talk about the Ukrainian army shelling ‘settlements’ or are more specific
about places. For example, in the Minsk time sample there are five articles about the shelling
of the bus station ‘center’ in the middle of Donetsk. All articles are remarkably similar, the
only difference being the number of casualties mentioned. The people who die in these
incidents are peaceful citizens. This is stressed in the media also in the shorter articles, where
it is stressed that the Ukrainian army attacks civilians, and is thus waging a war against
civilians.® The articles about Ukraine shelling are usually a summation of the amount of shells
Ukraine has fired, or the amount of times the ceasefire has been violated.” No OSCE SMM
reports are cited, who are usually more detailed, but also mention the ceasefire violations of
the DNR. In DNR propaganda, Ukraine is always at fault. The DNR propaganda about
Ukrainian attacks is seemingly quite factual to the uninformed as it regularly mentions the

exact weapons used by the Ukrainian side and the caliber.® Thus, it may be intended as a

6Such as in this article from 11 Feb. (22:47, Minsk sample): B 6onbHuuy Ne 20 [loHeuka nonan cHapag BCY. ‘a
shell from the VSU fell on the hospital Nr 20 in Donetsk’. VSU is Russian language abbreviation for the armed
forces of Ukraine.

7 Such as in this article from 28 Jan. (14:33, Avdiivka sample): Yucno obctpenos Tepputopun JHP co cTOPOHDI
YKPauHCKOM apmmmn 3a cyTKu Bozpocno o 1270 pas — bacypuH. ‘the number of shelling of the territory of the
DNR from the side of the Ukrainian army in the past 24 hours rose to 1270 times — Basurin.’

8 Take this sentence from 1 Oct. (7:30 Primaries sample) as an example: Hapaay c aptuanepueit n TaHkamu BCY
TaK¥Ke UCNo/Ib30BaIM MMHOMETbI Kaimbpa 82 n 120 mm, BoopyeHue EMI, rpaHaToMeTbl U CTPeIKoBOe
opyxue. ‘Next to artillery and tanks the VSU also used mortars of 82 and 120mm caliber, armed personel
carriers, rocket launchers and shooting weapons.’
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mimicry of the OSCE SMM reports, or, more likely, the Ukrainian army reports on
Facebook.® The OSCE SMM does make it into the reports occasionally. However, that is
mostly when the DAN news writes that the OSCE is informed of Ukrainian'® misdeeds by the
DNR. Articles about Ukraine attacking the DNR army are the exception: there the DNR army
is able to stop the Ukrainian side.!* Perhaps the DNR is trying to put forward the image that
Ukraine is waging a war against the civilian population of the Donbas.

The English language articles follow the same line as Russian ones in that the majority
of articles are about the conflict. Many small articles in DoNi news are translations of those
that appear on DAN news. A major difference between DoNi and DAN is that the former
produces translations of the ‘Donetsk Defense Reports’ and ‘Donetsk Defense Situation
Report” which appear in the form of TV programs and press conferences by ‘ministry of
defense’ spokesperson Eduard Basurin respectively. These are longer articles in which
Basurin summarizes the Ukrainian attacks of the past days. DoNi news claims to give the
‘official translation’.'? The beginning of these reports are similar to the short articles
described above. Later however, Basurin talks about possible future attacks from Kyiv.
Particularly in the Avdiivka sample, Basurin’s remarks are allegations that Kyiv is instigating
the conflict. The articles take the same line as Russian language one. Namely, as described
above, Kyiv is held responsible for the conflict. For example, in a report about Ukrainian
shelling an ‘official’ takes it as proof that the ‘Ukrainian criminal government is not planning
to follow Minsk agreements and make all that is possible to disrupt them, leading fratricidal

war’.®® The civilians living in the DNR are painted as victims. In the DONI articles, Ukraine

% The Joint Forces Operation centre regularly posts similar updates about the conflict, although with
significantly less stress on the targeting of civilians.

0 Such as in this article from the 29" of Jan. (12:32, Avdiivka sample): «Bce daKTbl npecTynieHni yKpanHCKoro
KOMaHA0BaHMA 3adUKCUMPOBaHbI CAeACTBEHHOW rpynnoi n 6yayT nepeaaHbl B KOMUCCUIO NO Pacciel0BaHNUIO
npectynaenuii BCY n npeactasutenam Muccumn OBCE», — nogbitoxkun bacypuH. ‘All facts about the crimes of
the Ukrainian command will be recorded by the investigation team and will be given to the commission of the
research of crimes by the VSU and the representatives of the OSCE mission —summed up Basurin.’

11 Sych as in this 19 Feb. (14:02, Identity Documents) article: BCY npu nogaep*Ke MMHOMETOB aTakoBanu
nosuumn OHP noa JoHeukom — BacypuH. ‘The VSU with the help of mortars attacked the position of the DNR

under Donetsk — Basurin.’

12 From 28 Jan. (14:54, Avdiivka DoNi sample): Vice-Commander of the DPR People's Militia Eduard Basurin,
official translation by DoNi News Agency.

13 From 17 Feb. (15:22 Identity Documents DoNi sample). Not the badly translated Russian.
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is not shelling military positions, but civilian infrastructure and settlements. DONI news puts
out the message that Ukraine is always at fault for ceasefire violations. It is easy to record
ceasefire violations; but it is more difficult to determine who violated the ceasefire first. The
OSCE SMM has cameras and monitors close to the line of contact, and most Western media
get their sources about ceasefire violations from the impartial SMM (as opposed to the
Ukrainian army or the DNR/LNR). DONI news is pushing a counter narrative based on DNR

army sources. Articles demonizing the enemy in a conflict situation are the norm.

3.2. Ukrainian attacks as immoral

Articles stressing the immorality of the Ukrainian army or parts of that army are either about
events that happened, or planned events. In DNR media, Ukrainian attacks on DNR territory
are constantly referred to as attacks on ‘settlements’ or on ‘peaceful citizens’.* ° This already
sets the tone of how the DNR writes about Ukraine. Nevertheless, there are regular articles
that go further than stressing the target of shelling. Take for example a series of articles about
the shelling of the Donetsk central bus station in 2015. The progression of those articles is
noteworthy: where the first article mentions only the tragedy and the number of wounded,®
later articles put the act in (the DNRs) perspective. A tragedy such as this is used to
emphasize that Ukraine is bad and does not care about its population: in an article later that
day,!’ Kyiv is accused of indifference towards the inhabitants of the DNR. In the piece itself it
becomes clear how multiple themes are used when an official from the ‘“Ministry of Internal
Affairs’ calls on international society to pay attention of the ‘genocide’ the regime in Kyiv is

perpetrating . In another article about the incident, ‘sabotage and reconnaissance groups’ are

1 Such as this article title from 17 Feb. (9:42, Identity Documents sample) suggests: BCY ¢ Beyepa obctpensanm
0eBATb HaceNeHHbIX NyHKToB [HP, BbiNnyLeHo nopaaKa 365 cHapagos 1 MuH. ‘The VSU since yesterday shelled
nine settlements of the DNR with about 365 grenades and mines.’

15 Such as this article title from 29 Jan. (13:49, Avdiivka sample): MUpHbI XUTeNb paHeH B pe3yabTaTe
obctpena [loHeuKa co cTopoHbl BCY — komaHgoBaHue. ‘Peaceful civilian injured by shelling of Donetsk by the
VSU —command.’

16 From 11 Feb. (9:17, Minsk sample): BCY HaHecau yaap no ueHTpy [loHeLKa, CHapaa nonan B aBTOCTaHLMIO
«UeHTp», rae Haxoamnocb bonblioe Konnvectso ntoaei. ‘The VSU (Ukr army) struck the center of Donetsk, a
shell hit the bus station ‘center’ where there were a large amount of people present .

17 The last 11 Feb. (14:47, Minsk sample) article about the bus incident features the title: «Kuesckuit peskum
OKOHYaTeNbHO NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBA CBOe 6e3pasnnymne B OTHOWEHUN XKU3HEN 1 cyaed MUAMOHOB rpaxaaH
[JoHeugkol HapoaHow Pecnyb6anku» ‘The Kyiv regime finally showed its indifference towards the lives and fates
of millions of citizens of the Donetsk People’s Republic .’
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blamed for the tragedy.!® This example shows how a story about Ukrainian shelling evolves
into an accusation of genocide. In February 2017 the DNR was busy preparing a petition for
the ‘world leaders’.!® This petition was an appeal to Trump, Merkel, and Putin to get Ukraine

to stop the ‘genocide’ in the Donbas.?

In the English language version of the articles, the same wording is used. This is
similar to Putin’s rhetoric for justifying the takeover of Crimea (Starink 2016). Moreover, it
fits in the propaganda story of vilifying Ukrainian nationalist as Nazis, and seeing the Maidan
revolution as a coup by Ukrainian nationalists. Other articles about the Ukrainian side
attacking the DNR that are not about Debaltsevo mention the notorious Azov battalion, which
is presented as a Nazi battalion.?! The DNR militia is then credited with ‘destroying’ some
Azov battalion soldiers. Besides the Azov battalion, the ‘right sector’ fighters are also features
in the articles. These battalions are well known to the local population as they feature in
Russian language media about Ukrainian as ‘boogeymen’; symbols of a nationalist Ukraine
that has become fascist. Thus, in DNR media, when these groups are mentioned it is about
their (planned) immoral acts against the DNR.?? Stories about the horrors that the Ukrainian
army or battalions are supposedly perpetrating are an integral part of Russian and DNR
propaganda. A notorious one is a Russian propaganda piece about the Ukrainian army

supposedly having publicly crucified a little boy in Slovyansk.? Moreover, in the ‘Direct Line’

8The article from 11 Feb. (10:12, Minsk sample): O6ctpen asTocTaHuuu B [loHeLKe 6bln CAaHUPOBAHHOM
ansepcuent. ‘The shelling of the bus station in Donetsk was a planned diversion’

% From 18 Feb. (18:46, Identity documents sample): OB6paleHne kK TpeM MUPOBLIM NAepamM O CUTyaLum B
[oHbacce noaaep*anu cebie 164 Toic. *kuteneit AHP. ‘appeal to three world leaders about the situation in
Donbas is supported by more than 164 thousand inhabitants of the DNR’.

20 A copy paste sentence, used in articles about the petition (Identity Documents sample, 10:56; 10:56; 13:12;
17:07; 18:46).

21 Such as in this article from the 12 Feb. (10:15): HauucTckuii 6atanboH «A30B» MellaeT 3BaKyaLmm
MUpPHOro HaceneHua nocenka LUupokuHo. ‘Nazi ‘Azov’ battalion disrupts the evacuation of peaceful civillians
form the village of Shirokino’

22 such as this headline from 28 Jan. (14:10, Avdiivka sample): «MpaBbli1 ceKTop» roTOBMT NPOBOKALMOHHbIE
obcTpensl 06beKTOB ¢ xiopom B6An3n ADPC ana obsuHenuns cun AHP. “Right sector’ is preparing provocative
shooting of objects with chlorine in the vicinity of the Donetsk Filtration Station so that they can accuse the
forces of the DNR.’ The DFS is a vital part of the drinking water infrastructure of Donbas.

23 "Fake: Crucifixion in Slovyansk." StopFake.org. April 07, 2017. Accessed Oct.ober 17, 2018.
https://www.stopfake.org/en/lies-crucifixion-on-channel-one/.
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format Zakharchenko suggested that Ukrainians where preparing a nuclear disaster at a power
plant in Zaporozhe.?* While these stories seem absurd, it is important to note that Russian
propaganda about Ukraine centered on the absurd. However, the absurd, when repeated long
enough, becomes plausible in people’s minds (Tarentieva 2018). It is clear that the DNR in its

media is attributing horrible things to the Ukrainian side.

Another example in which the Ukrainian side is shown to be immoral was during the
evacuation of Debal’tseve, and the exchange of prisoners.?® 2® The first example is about the
supposedly planned evacuation of citizens from the besieged city of Debal’tseve that was in
the hands of the Ukrainian army at that time. The DNR complaint was that the citizens were
only informed of an evacuation to Artemovsk (now Bakhmut), and not of the evacuation of
into the DNR. Eventually, states the article, it was too late to evacuate them. Another article
about the evacuation of Debal’tseve is about the evacuation of Ukrainian army soldiers, who,
according to the DNR, should give up and sit out the rest of the war in captivity in the DNR.
The DNR spokesperson for the ‘ministry of defense’, Eduard Basurin is quoted as saying that
the DNR will guarantee a peaceful withdrawal. They promise to let the soldiers stay alive, in

contrast to the Ukrainian side, where they will be shot by detachments from the army.?’

In the English language sample the language used to describe the Ukrainian side of the
conflict is more inflammatory than in Russian language sample. Furthermore, there is a clear
differentiation between the Ukrainian army and the battalions fighting in the war. The English
language sample has a stronger focus on the supposed immorality of the Ukrainian side. The

Ukrainian army is variously described as murderers,? terrorists,?® criminals,® and

24 7akharchenko, Aleksandr. "OHnaliH-koHbepeHUMA AneKkcaHapa 3axapueHKo € XUTenamm 3anopoKba
(3ABEPLLEHO)." Dan-news. June 08, 2016. Accessed May 07, 2018. https://dan-news.info/politics/onlajn-
konferenciya-aleksandra-zaxarchenko-s-zhitelyami-zaporozhya-obnovlyaetsya.html. ‘Ot Hux BCE MOMET EbITb,
Oaxe AnepHbii Tepakt.” ‘From them EVERYTHING is possible, even a nuclear terror attack.’

25 From 11 Feb. (20:25, Minsk sample): OpraHnsoBaHHas ssakyauma u3 [lebanbueso 8 [IHP octaHoBMAach,
Kues He naet HaBcTpeuy [loHeuKy — bacypuH. ‘The organized evacuation from Debal’tsevo into the DNR has
stopped, Kyiv does not agree with Donetsk - Basurin’

26 Four articles (Minsk sample) in total: 10 Feb. (15:33), 11 Feb. (13:19), 12 Feb. (17:33; 17:36).

Z’From 11 Feb. (20:25, Minsk sample): « Mbl rapaHTUpyeM M MUPHBIN BbIXOA, U XU3HbY. «Ecan oHK ByayT
BbIXOAWUTb B NPOTUBOMOJIONKHYHO CTOPOHY, OHW ByAyT paccTpenmBaTbea 3arpagoTpagamu» We guarantee them a
peaceful withdrawal and life. ‘When they will exit to the side controlled by the enemy, they will be shot by
detachments’

28 From 30 Jan. (12:08 Avdiivka DoNi sample): Mayorsk checkpoint in Gorlovka shelled by Ukrainian murderers.
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punishers.3* Ukrainian battalions are also described as terrorists. Moreover, they are deemed
Nazis,®? and nationalists.®® This reflects Russian propaganda that holds that Ukrainian
nationalism is close to Nazism in. DoNi does not make up these terms itself. Rather, it
borrows them from the established Russian language narrative. Only when the article deals
specifically with something immoral these terms are used. Moreover, when talking about the
Ukrainian army, the ‘softer’ terms are used such as criminals and punishers. Interestingly,
while the Ukrainian army is depicted as immoral because they too are shelling civilian
infrastructure, they are also depicted as victims of the battalions. In the Avdiivka sample
Basurin describes them as nationalist battalions (Particularly Right Sector) that are
uncontrolled by Kyiv.3* Again, Right Sector is used as a boogeyman. Just as with the normal
attacks, DoNi news promoting Russian/DNR line of the war in the Donbas. This includes
accusing the Ukrainian side of terrible deeds. Interestingly, in the DoNi sample there were
more words used to indicate the immorality of the Ukrainian side, particularly of the
Ukrainian groups fighting in the war. Due to the target audience of DoNi, these articles are

not meant to bolster domestic legitimacy.

3.3 Praising the DNR army

The DNR army is described as competent in in articles about the Ukraine army attacking the

DNR. Moreover, the technicians of the DNR army are painted as heroes who help keep

2% From 30 Jan. (16:25 Avdiivka DoNi sample): (...) Ukrainian terrorists used their usual tactics of warfare, and
launched massive artillery strikes (...).

30 From 28 Jan. (15:55 Avdiivka DoNi sample): Ukrainian criminals shell DPR territory 1,270 times over past 24
hours.

31 From 17 Feb. (16:41 Identity Documents DoNi sample): Ukrainian punishers open fire at DPR territory
over six thousand times.

32 From 30 Jan. (17:24, Avdiivka DoNi sample): More than five Ukrainian servicemen were killed by the
Ukrainian Nazis (...).

33 From 18 Feb. (16:30, Identity Documents DoNi sample): In particular, units of nationalist battalions were
given the task to conduct attacks on vital facilities and infrastructure of all localities near the frontline.

34 From 30 Jan. (17:24, Avdiivka DoNi sample). ‘More than 5 Ukrainian servicemen were killed by the Ukrainian
Nazis, and nearly 10 were wounded.’
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citizens safe by clearing mines.® Other ways the DNR is described as protecting is in the
articles about the possible evacuation from Debal’tseve and articles about the exchange of
prisoners with Kyiv, and in an article about mobilization. The article starts with a statement
that Zakharchenko ordered mobilization in February. Then, the ‘boss’ of the center where
people can apply to become volunteers is quoted as saying that unlike in Ukraine, where there
is forced mobilization, in the DNR it is voluntary.*® To prove this, they quote a man who has
just signed up who says he cannot watch anymore as peaceful citizens are shelled.?’ In this
article several elements come together: the DNR army is portrayed as good because it consists
of volunteers, the Ukrainian army is bad because they use forced conscription, and the
Ukrainian army predominantly attacks civilian infrastructure. In other articles a similar
pattern can be observed.® First, the DNR army is portrayed as good since it captured strategic
heights around the city of Debal’tseve, then, it is explained that despite that the Ukrainian
army attacked several settlements. It finishes with a summary of the losses of the Ukrainian
army. In another article, Basurin is quoted saying that the DNR army is doing everything it
can to protect Ukrainian soldiers.®® The DNR is presented as not wanting to harm ordinary
soldiers. In the issue specific category of prisoner exchanges, the DNR presents itself in the
articles as organized and ready to exchange prisoners. This is contrasted with the Kyiv side
that is supposedly unorganized.*° Indeed, the DNR is presented as both ready and able to
participate in these exchanges, while the Kyiv side is characterized as neither.

35 From 10 Feb. (15:17 Minsk sample) and 11 Feb. (14:34, Minsk time sample)

36 From 10 Feb. (no time given, Minsk sample): «B oTanume oT npUHYAMTENbHON MOBMAM3aUMM Ha YKpauHe,
Habop B paabl ononyeHunsa JHP npoucxoamT Ha o6poBobHOM ocHOBE (...). ‘Unlike the coercive mobilization in
Ukraine, requitement in the ranks of the militia in the DNR is on a voluntary basis {(...)

37 From 10 Feb. (no time given, Minsk sample): HeT cun 6onblie cmoTpeTb Ha 6ecnpepbiBHble 06CTPeNbl XUbIX
KBapTaNoB, paccTpensHHble aBTobycbl U Tpoanelibycbl, — pacckasan gobposone Cepreit NlatoiHues. ‘I have no
more strength to look at the shelling of civilian houses, the shooting of busses and trolleybuses — said volunteer

Sergej Latyncev’

38 Such as in this one from 10 Feb. (21:04, Minsk sample). OnonyeHue JHP 3aHAN0 BCE BbICOTbI BOKPYT
[ebanbueso — MuHobopoHbl HP. ‘The militia of the DNR capture all heights aroud Debaltsevo — Ministry of
Defence of the DNR’.

39 Bmecte ¢ Tem 3amKkomkopnyca MO [IHP 3aBepun, 4To ononyeHune genaet BCe BOSMOXHOE, YTOBbl COXPaHUTb
KM3HM conaat BCY. ‘together with the communication department of the Min Def of the DNR, stated that the
militia is doing everything it can to protect the lives of Soldiers of the VSU’

40 Such as this article from 11 Feb. (13:19) suggests: 06meH naeHHbIMK Mexkay JHP 1 BCY oTaoeH 13-3a

610pOKpPaTUUECKUX TPYAHOCTEM C YKPaUHCKOM CTOPOHbI. ‘prisoner exchange between the DNR and the VSU
deferred due to bureaucratic difficulties on the Ukrainian side’
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DoNi follows the DAN line in describing the DNR army as superior in both fighting
prowess and morals. Comparatively, about the same percentage of the articles about the DNR
protecting citizens is praising the DNR army. An interesting article that appears in the DoNi
sample is the translation of a commercial aired on DNR TV that attempts to recruit men into
the army. The recruits are promised 15,000 rubles as well as clothing and food.*! This wage is
well above average in the DNR. Furthermore, the DoNi features a video in which citizens
record video messages for the Ukrainian army. DoNi news translated some of these messages,
thereby emphasizing the local character of the uprising. They feature classic propaganda lines
such as “We are so fed up by Ukrainians, so-called ‘liberators’ that our people rebelled on
their own without the help of Russian military.’#? It seems that DoNi is not so much occupied

with praising the DNR as with discrediting the Ukrainian side.

3.4: Stressing the incompetence of the Ukrainian army

The Ukrainian army is described as being demoralized and/or incompetent. DAN news
portrays the Ukrainian generals and politicians as the main culprits, who send their soldiers to
war without a reason. Mentions of the losses of the Ukrainian army get their own article.*
Other articles are entirely or partially devoted to the Ukrainian army being demoralized and
incompetent. For example, there is an article that describes how Ukrainian officers tried to
flee Debal’tseve in civilian clothing. This is presented as proof that ordinary Ukrainian
soldiers are not told about their encirclement and the officers only want to save their own

lives.** The Ukrainian army in Debal’tseve is characterized as ‘disorganized’ and ‘depressed’

41 From 30 Jan. (19:18 Avdiivka DONI sample): ‘The salary from 15,000 rubles is paid. Clothing, food security
and subsistence support are provided.” At the time, 15000 rubles was about 230 euros; a good salary in the
DNR.

42 From 18 Feb. (15:12, Identity Documents DONI sample).
43 Such as this one from 10 Feb. 12:19: YKpauHCKMUe CUNOBMKM NOTEPANM 33 HOYb 42 YenoBeKa yeuTbimm un
paHeHbiMM — MuHob60opoHsbI ‘Ukrainian security forces lost 42 men killed and wounded in in one night — ministry

of defense’

4 Article from 10 Feb. (21:00, Minsk sample) Oduuepbl BCY 6pocaloT cBov nogpasaeneHnsa u CKpbIBaoTca 13
Oebanbueso — MuHobopoHbl AHP. ‘Officiers of the VSU leave their units and sneak out of Debal’tsevo ’
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in another article, captured by the dumb decision by the ‘men in Kyiv’.*> 4 The
demoralization of the Ukrainian army is still an issue later on in the conflict.” Moreover, in
some articles about losses of the Ukrainian army, the Ukrainian side itself is blamed for the
losses.*® As we have seen in the previous section on radical groups, ‘Right Sector’ plays the
role of boogeyman in DNR propaganda, and this articles serves an example of how different
themes overlap in articles. the English language articles there are even two instances in which
the Ukrainian forces are depicted as drunks. Basurin states in his defense rapport on the 1% of
October 2016 that areas were shelled due to the drunken behavior of Ukrainian

commanders.*® The other articles states that a ‘Drunken Ukrainian soldier shot himself’.>°

3.5: Disengagement in Petrivske

In October 2016, both sides of the conflict agreed to a disengagement of forces in the
Petrivske area. This was confirmed in talks with the OSCE in September that year (OSCE
2016). In articles about this disengagement, the DNR is presented as the side that is willing to
commit to the agreed measures. Ukraine is depicted as unwilling to commit to the agreements
and to pull back their troops from the disengagement area.>! Agreements signed in September

between the OSCE, the Joint Center for Control and Coordination, the Ukrainian army and

4 Article from 12 Feb. (19:47, Minsk sample): BCY 8 [le6anbLieso Ae30praHn30BaHbl U NOAAB/EHbI, BCe
NnonbITKW NpopBaTb OKpYyKeHue b6esycnelHbl — MuHob6opoHsbl. ‘The VSU in Debal’tsevo is disorganized and
depressed, every attempt to break the encirclement is unsuccessful — ministry of defense’

4From 12 Feb. (19:47, Minsk sample): «Ho, k coxanenuio, rocnoaa 8 Kuese npMHOCAT BOEHHOCAYXaLMX B
»epTBy cBOMX ambuumii. ‘But, at the moment, the gentlemen in Kyiv bring soldiers to their death for their
ambitions’.

47 Such as this 17 Feb. article shows (15:06, Identity Documents sample): 3a Hegento 13 YKPanHCKMNX
nogpasaeneHunin nog Asageeskoit geseptuposan 21 yenosek — passeaka [HP. ‘In a week 21 people deserted
from Ukrainian detachments around Avdeevka — intelligence service of the DNR’.

“8 From 29 Jan. (18:21, Avdiivka sample): (...) nogpasaenenna BCY nonanu nos MMHoMeTHbIN obcTpen
rpynnupoBKu «MpaBblii CEKTOP», B pe3ybTaTe «APYKEeCTBEHHOro orHa» Knes Takke notepsan 5 60eBukoB
ybutbimu 1 6onee 10 paHeHbimK. ‘(...) Detachments of the VSU came under mortar fire by the group ‘Right
Sector, as a result of the ‘friendly fire’, Kyiv also lost 5 soldiers killed and more than 10 injured.’

4 From 1 Oct. (17:13, Primaries DoNi sample): (...) ‘the commander of the 58th separate motor-infantry brigade
Dropaty finished up the entire arsenal of forbidden arms being in an alcoholic delirium’ (...).

50 From 28 Jan. (17:40 Avdiivka DoNi sample).
51 From 1 Oct. (13:05, Primaries sample): «OaHaKko YKpanHa no Kakum-To NpUYMHam OTKa3anach 3To Aenath B

cMMMeTpUUYHOM nopsake». ’However, Ukraine for whatever reason refused to do the same in symmetrical
order”
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the DNR/LNR stipulated that symmetrical withdrawal of troops should take place. These
symmetrical withdrawals are coordinated jointly by Ukrainian and Russian army officers of
the JCCC and observed by the SMM of the OSCE. Articles about how Ukraine is not
implementing the Minsk agreements are common in DNR propaganda. The articles about the
Petrivske disengagement zone fit exactly in that line. Take for example the article from the 3™
of October (16:40), which is just a small announcement that the OSCE asked Kyiv to ‘take
measures’ after the shelling of a DNR village from a position where there should not have
been any troops.> The eventual disengagement did not take place on 3 of October. DAN
news was quick to blame the Ukrainian side. DoNi news only published translations of DAN
articles about the disengagement thus echoing the DAN news line about Ukrainian sabotage
of these agreements.

3.6: Conclusion: conflict and insecurity?

The articles about ‘conflict and security’ do not present a celebration of the strength of the
DNR army nor of the military successes of the DNR. Rather, the focus is on Ukraine
attacking civilians in the DNR, and the Ukrainian army being both immoral and incompetent.
On the one hand, as we saw in the previous section, the Ukrainian army seems bent to
willfully destroy the civilian population and perpetrate a genocide of the Donbas with the help
of extremist groups and indiscriminate shelling. On the other hand, the Ukrainian army is
painted as demoralized, incompetent, and sometimes at odds with the extremist groups. This
seems to be contradictory: the Ukrainian army is demoralized and incompetent but at the
same time is something to be feared. Perhaps this is a consequence of the DNR having
multiple goals in the strategy of providing security to their citizens. The first is emphasizing
the need for protection. The second is to ensure them that the DNR is able to provide security.
The third is making reintegration into Ukraine seem unthinkable, thereby positioning the
DNR (with Russia’s support) as the sole guarantor of the DNR people’s security. The second
goal seems less prevalent in the propaganda than the first and third. The articles intended for
an international audience seemed to focus predominantly on discrediting Ukraine. They repeat
Russian/DNR propaganda line, and are similar to other Russian news outlets aimed at a

foreign audience.

52 From 3 Oct. (16:40, Primaries sample):
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As unrecognized states often prioritize their ability to protect citizens from the parent
state, the DNR media posting articles about Ukrainian shelling which they are powerless to
stop seems counterintuitive (Berg and Molder 2012; Caspersen 2015). However, seeing the
articles as reminders that the DNR needs to exist to protect the people from Ukraine, they fit
with what scholars write about unrecognized states. Internal legitimacy rests on the ability of
the entity to protect the community against a hostile parent state (Berg and Mdélder 2012). In
the case of the DNR, there is exceptional effort into painting the parent state as hostile. Kemp
describes the attitude of the local population of a secessionist movement towards the people in
power there thus: ‘they may be bastards, but they are our bastards’ (Kemp 2005, 19: in
Caspersen 2015). The overwhelming attention to Ukraine attacking the DNR points to the
DNR trying to nurture that feeling. The population hating Ukraine is more important than
them liking the DNR. In the English language media directed at an international audience, the
explicit goal is to demonize Ukraine. This is reflected in the larger percentage of articles
devoted to the immorality of Ukraine. DoNi news is justifying the war to an international
audience, framing it as self defense by the DNR against a hostile Ukraine.
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Chapter 4: State Building and Regime Performance.

Unrecognized and recognized states aim to provide public goods to their citizens, and the

DNR is no exception. State building and regime performance are key components of

legitimacy in general, and legitimacy in unrecognized sates in particular. State building is an

endogenous process of how the state interacts with the population. This usually entails the

building of both institutions and capacity. Regime performance on the other hand, is how well

the state is able to provide for its citizens in a broad sense by delivering public goods.
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In this thesis, I have decided to analyze the public good of ‘security’ separately. | have made

an exception for articles about the police keeping order inside the DNR. Under regime
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performance, | have also grouped articles about the economic development of the DNR. In a
situation as polarized as in the DNR, the economy is also political. It must be clear that in the
DNR media there are several strategies to refer to state building or regime performance. In
general, these should be seen as part of the same strategy: conveying the message that, despite
the war, the DNR is functioning as a state. In the DAN news sample, the majority of articles is
about the DNR providing services while in the DoNi sample there is no clear majority. In
Russian language sample, the articles about regime performance are divided across the time
samples equally. In the DoNi sample the Identity Documents sample has the most articles
although the division of articles is different from the DAN sample: there are fewer articles

devoted to providing services, and only one to institutions and political system.

4.1: Providing services

As DAN news agency functions as an official outlet of the DNR, it does not only publish
news articles but also official statements. These highlight the ability of the DNR to take care
of its citizens by claiming that the DNR provides social services as well as free ‘republican’
TV channels.>® % The TV channel example shows the at least rhetorical commitment to a
DNR that encompasses the whole of the Donbas: Kramatorsk and VVolnovakha were located in
government-controlled territory at the time of publishing. DAN news writes about the DNR as
if the state is rebuilding all things destroyed during the war: 80 people received the
qualification to become a trolleybus or tram driver in the time of the conflict.”®® The DNR is
depicted as a developing state. Shortages of goods or services are explained as a consequence
of the war.*® The DNR is depicted as able to cater to the needs of its population.®” In the

53 From 11 Feb. (14:53, Minsk sample): CoobuerHne MuHucTepcTsa Tpyaa v counoamtuku JHP o
BbiMN/iaTax KOMMNeHcalUuMii NOCTPaAaBLLIMM OT BOEHHbIX AeNCcTBUI. ‘“Announcement by the ministry of labor and
social affairs of the DNR about the payment of compensation of those injured by hostilities’.

54 Article from 12 Feb. (17:52, Minsk sample): 3oHa BewaHua umdpposoro TenesmaeHuns JHP oxsaTuna permoH
oT BonHoBaxu go KpamaTopcka — MuHcBsizu. ‘The broadcasting reach of DNR TV encompasses the region from
Volnovakhi to Kramatorsk — Ministry of communication’.

55 From 28 Jan. (12:08, Avdiivka sample): Ksanndukauuio soguteneii tponneinbyca u Tpamsas B
[OHP 3a Bpema koHdAMKTa nonyunnm 80 yenoBek.

56 Such as medical workers: from 10 Feb. (11:34, Minsk sample): LieHTpy 3KcTpeHHOoM meanomouim JHP He
xBaTaeT 700 cOTpyAHUKOB, MONOAHEHUA }KAYT Yepe3 HeCKobKo mecaues. ‘The center for emergency medical
help of the DNR lacks 700 employees, the filling up these positions will take a few months’.

57 From 11 Feb. (17:18 Minsk sample): IHP o6ecneueHa 0OCHOBHbIMM MeAMKaMEeHTaMMN Ha HECKONbKO MecALLeB
Bnepen — MuHsapas. ‘The DNR is provided with basic medical supplies for the next few months ahead.’
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category of the DNR helping to build up there are also short articles about DNR restoring
infrastructure damaged by Ukrainian shelling. These articles are primarily found in the
samples with many articles about the conflict and shelling.®® >° Besides houses, DAN writes
about other facilities destroyed by Ukrainian shelling which are being restored currently, such
as the return of a bus line to the train station in Donetsk.®® Rebuilding and restoring seems to
be an important theme that encompasses every facet of life in the DNR: there are even articles
about restoring forests.®! Several articles in the primaries sample credit the DNR police,® and
medical workers® with providing security and medical assistance respectively. In these
articles the DNR provides security as a public good. The DNR also stresses its ability to
provide in emergencies.®* Thus, the ‘providing services’ part relies to a large extent on
rebuilding that what was destroyed during the war and providing security, medical services, or

other services to the population.

Slightly more than half of the articles in the broad category of regime performance and
state building in Russian sample fall in this category. In the English language sample they
make up less than a quarter. The English language articles are about the restoring of damage
after shelling, the easing of checkpoint procedures and the increase of pensions.® Still, one
would expect the propaganda mouthpiece of an unrecognized state to celebrate the regime
performance of that state. DoNi news seems to be more focused on criticizing Ukraine than
on praising the DNR. DoNi news is more focused on humanitarian aid and the economy.
Another explanation could be that DoNi news does pay attention to regime performance of
the DNR, but that this does not come forward in the selected time sample. | believe this is

8 From 28 Jan. (17:04) 29 Jan. (16:43; 18:10) 30 Jan. (17:15) all Avdiivka sample.

9 From 19 Feb. (15:12, Identity documents sample).

0 From 3 Oct. (15:03, Primaries sample).

51 From 2 Oct. (7:50, Primaries sample) and 19 Feb. (8:00, Identity documents sample).

622 Oct. (11:13; 14:26; 15:27; 21:23; primaries sample). Or 18 Feb. (15:58 Identity Documents sample).

633 Oct. (13:10 Primaries sample)

64 From 30 Jan. (17:31, Avdiivka sample): MYC JHP B cBA3M € yXyALIEHMEM NOroAbl OTKPbIAO B Pecnybanke 12
MOBUbHBIX NYHKTOB 0borpeBa. ‘The Ministry of emergency situations of the DNR in reaction to the worsening

weather opened 12 mobile heating points.’

6529 Jan. (17:58, Avdiivka DoNi sample): about restoring power (translation). 28 Jan. (15:37 Avdiivka DoNi
sample): about pensions and 17 Feb. (15:19 Identity Documents DoNi sample): about checkpoints.
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doubtful seeing as the DNR providing goods and services for its citizens was a prominent

feature of Russian language time samples.

4.2: Humanitarian aid

In February 2017 the DNR and LNR embarked on a ‘humanitarian aid” program for the
citizens of the DNR/LNR living in ‘temporarily occupied territories’.®® Note the use of
language: the DNR uses exactly the same terminology Kyiv uses to talk about the Donbas.
The name of the program is telling: ‘Humanitarian program for the unification of the people
of Donbas’.®” The program was supposed to provide free medicine and education, social
payments for WWII veterans and aid for families separated by the conflict. Zakharchenko and
Plotnitskij argue that the ‘Rajons of Donbas controlled by the Ukrainian authorities are on
the brink of a humanitarian and ecological disaster.’®® According to the DNR, the situation in
Ukraine for ‘their’ citizens is worsening as the standard of living is declining. Moreover, the
Ukrainian government is accused of indifference towards the population of the Donbas,
causing the region to be on the brink of disaster. They reason that they should come to help
‘their’ citizens. Additionally, the program is meant to ‘unify’ the population living on

different sides of the contact line.

The DNR can not provide for its own population without the help from Russia. It is
thus likely that the program was not meant to be implemented but was meant to accomplish
other goals. First, it is a way to impress the population living on the Ukrainian side of the
contact line and to discredit Ukraine. Second, by proposing to provide humanitarian aid the
DNR positions itself as a state that is not only able to provide for its own citizens, but also for
those living in territory not controlled by them. Starting from January 25 2017, Ukrainian

56 The announcement of the Humanitarian program, in the article From 17 Feb. (12:20, Identity Documents
sample) begins with explaining that: HalwiM 3emnsKK, AoHYaHe 1 NyraHyaHe, MPOXMBatoLWMeE Ha TeppPUTOPUN,
BPEMEHHO NOAKOHTPO/IbHOM YKpauHe, HaXxo4ATCA B CIOXKHOM MONOXKEHUN. ‘our countrymen, residents of
Donetsk and Lugansk living in territory temporarily under the control of Ukraine, are in a difficult situation.’

57 From 17 Feb. (16:24, Identity Documents sample): 'ymaHuTapHas nporpamma no BOCCOeAMHEHMIO Hapoaa
JoHbacca. The article consists of a picture of the document that signed to start the program.

58 From 17 Feb. (12:21, Identity Documents time sample): 3axapyeHKo 1 MAOTHULLKMI OTMETUAN, YTO

NOAKOHTPO/IbHbIE YKPAUHCKOM BAACTU palioHbl [JoHbacca nocTaB/ieHbl Ha rpaHb N'YMaHUTApHOM U
3K0NI0rM4yeckom Katactpodsbl.
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battalions started a blockade of the Donbas. Trains carrying coal and metal were blocked, but
the blockade extended to other products as well such as alcohol, wood and cigarettes
(Kostanyan and Remizov 2017). It is likely that the humanitarian program was set up as a
response to this blockade. In the articles, it is argued that while Ukraine puts up a blockade,
the DNR is trying to unite. DoNi provides translations of the aforementioned articles about
the humanitarian program.®® An article about a UN report that claims a million children in
Donbas need urgent humanitarian aid is also present in the sample.” This reinforces the
argument that the citizens of the Donbas need a humanitarian aid program. As opposed to the
DNR providing services, Russian and English samples have about the same percentage of
articles about the humanitarian program. Perhaps this reflects the international propagandistic

nature of the program.

4.3: Institutions and political system

In the DNR media, the institutions and political system of the DNR are described as real
legitimate entities. DAN news publishes short articles about DNR ‘government’ decisions
which mention the state organs that carried them out.”* People working the for DNR are
presented with their full official title in the media. “? In international media the titles are
always preceded by ‘self declared’, or ‘fake’ or may be put in brackets. Part of state building
is the building of a political system. This does not only relate to ministries and official
position, but also to the workings of a parliament and political activism. Articles about the
founding of a workers union of metallurgy and mining as well as the founding of the Donetsk
department of the youth wing of the leading political party also fit in this category.” ’* The

59 |n 17 Feb. (12:40 Identity Document DoNi sample).

70 From 18 Feb. (11:22 Identity Documents DoNi sample). This article shows the alarmist nature of DONI. The
tilte of the article is ‘One million children in Donbas need urgent humanitarian aid — UNICEF’.

71 Such as this article from 11 Feb. (18:01): B IHP oTKa3anucb oT B3MMaHMA TaMOXeHHbIX c6OpoB Ha
umnopTupyemoble npoaykrbl. ‘The DNR refuses to collect customs fees on imported products’.

72 Such as Pushilin who is the odunumanbHbIl npeactasutens AHP 8 KoHTakTHOM rpynne ‘Official representative
of the DNR in the contact group’ or Basurin who is the 3amecTuTenb KomaHayoLero kopnycom MmHob60poHbI

OHP 'Deputy commander of the corps of the Ministry of defense of the DNR’

73 From 12 Feb. (14:09): B IHP co3aaH npodcoto3 meTannypruieckoi n ropHog06bisatoLweli NpomMblLAEHHOCTY.
‘In the DNR the trade union of metallurgical and miners was created’.
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most important political movement is the ‘Donetsk Republic’ social movement and its youth
party the ‘Young republic’. The appearance of a trade union for this industry gives the DNR a
semblance of a functioning democracy. In articles about institutions and the political system
the youth wing is presented as the future leaders of the country thus conveying some sense of
a future that an independent DNR can provide its citizens with.” The political parties in the
DNR for the most part do not resemble the ideological preferences of the citizens. In this
sense, they do not differ much from other post-Soviet countries in which party politics is
underdeveloped. Even in Ukraine most parties are not ideological parties (Fedorenko 2016).
The Donetsk Republic social movement almost the only political party that gets attention in
the time samples. Articles about the social movement are propagandistic.’® In the primaries,
they won 505 out of 514 seats, which is unthinkable in a real democracy.”” However, having

political parties already gives the DNR the semblance of a working state.

The creation of a party of power is common in the post-Soviet space. Furthermore, in
unrecognized states such a dominant party system tends to develop (Ishiyama and Batta 2012).
The DNR has little control over its own internal political affairs. The murders of popular
militia commanders and other figures in the DNR point toward Moscow exercising control
over the leadership of DNR (Portnikov 2017). The DNR claims to have multiple groups who
are active in politics and as such is conveying the message through DAN news that it has a
working political system. DoNi news only features one article on the political system- a
translation of the article about the Young Republic movement repairing houses. Again, the
question here is why there is so little attention to institutions/political system in the English
language media. The explanation could be that these issues are profoundly local and thus not

worthy of international exposure.

74 From 12 Feb. (13:24, Minsk sample): B [lJoHeLKe yupexkaeHo ropoackoe otaeneHne «Monogoit Pecnybankm».
‘In Donetsk the city department of ‘young republic’ was established’. Young republic is the youth wing of
‘Donets Republic’ which claims a majority in parliament.

75 From 12 Feb. (13:24, Minsk sample): « MHULMATUBHBIX MONOAbIX Nt0Aei XoueTca BuaeTb 6onblue n 6onblue,
YTO6bI CTPOMTL HOBOE YCMNELIHOE rocyAapcTBo. ‘We want to see more and more initiatives of young people, in
order to build a successful state’. Quote from the leader of ‘Donetsk Republic’ political party in the peoples
Soviet Anatolij Koval’

76 Such as this one from 30 Jan. (13:44, Avdiivka sample): enyTtatbl dpakumm «oHeuras Pecnybamnka» 3a
OCEHHI0I0 ceccuto nposenn 368 npuemos B otaeneHuax OOAP. ‘Deputies from the faction ‘Donetsk Republic’
held 368 receptions in the offices of the ODDR.’ ‘ODDR’ stands for O6wecTtBeHHoe [BukeHue «[JoHeuKana

Pecny6nuka» or ‘Public movement ‘Donetsk Republic”.

77 From 3 Oct. (11:23, Primaries sample).
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4.4: Economy

The economy of unrecognized states is characterized by control of whole sectors of the
economy by the ruling elite and a criminalization of the economy (Kolstg 2006, 729). In the
DNR the situation is the same. DAN news writes about the economy to depict the DNR as a
flourishing place. An interesting article about what the DNR provides is about the founding of
a register for IT companies.’® The aim of the register is that IT companies can compete for
‘state’ tenders and so ‘state’ may support them through economic programs. It is impossible
for the DNR to foster a growing IT sector in the same way Ukraine or Belarus has; it seems
more likely that this article serves the purpose of portraying the DNR as a modern functioning
state. To illustrate the point that articles about the economy serve this purpose, take this
headline: ‘All possible measures are taken to fill the market of the DNR with domestic
production.’” This program of import substitution has the support of the leadership of the
DNR. The reality in the DNR is far from the rosy picture painted in DAN news. Prices for
basic products widely fluctuate and differ from place to place, suggesting a weak economy
and trouble with the allocation of resources (Mincheva 2017). The economy in DAN news is
subservient to the state. Apolitical private enterprise in the DNR is impossible as the big
businesses are either in the hands of Ukrainian oligarchs or the local elite. Moreover, business
is political in that the focus is on self-reliance and a shift towards Russia. Take for example an
article that outlines the aforementioned domestic production, which celebrates the fact that
over 40 new types of household chemicals have been introduced to the DNR market in

2016.8 This conveys the message that the economy of the DNR is doing well in production.

The articles about domestic production in the DNR acquire special importance when
keeping the timing in mind: while not directly mentioning the blockade, they present the view

it will not adversely affect the DNR because they are switching to local production. Thus,

78 Article from 10 Feb. (13:27, Minsk sample): CoobuieHne Munceasun [HP o dopmuposaHum peectpa UT-
npeanpusaTuit. ‘announcement by the Ministry of communication of the DNR on compilation of a register for IT
companies’

79 From 17 Feb. (9:30, Identity Documents sample): [1na 3anonHeHua pbiHka JHP ToBapammu oTeuecTBeHHOro
Npou3BOACTBA NPUHMMAIOTCS BCE BO3MOXKHble mepbl — M3P. ‘all possible measures are taken to fill the market
of the DNR with domestic production.’

80 From 17 Feb. (10:15, Identity Documents sample): MpoussoanTenn 6bITosoi xumun JHP 3a 2016 rog,

BbINYCTMAM Ha pPbIHOK Pecnyb6anku 40 HoBbIX NpoayKToB. ‘Producers of household chemicals in 2016 introduced
40 new products to the market of the Republic.’

44



while there are comparatively few articles about the economy, they do serve a specific goal. It
is thus highly likely that the DNR through articles in DAN news tries to convey the image that
the DNR is doing well and developing the economy, despite the blockade. DoNi news is
certainly reacting to the blockade by publishing articles about the DNR economy.8! DoNi
affiliated DNI press also posts an article by Christelle Néant®? that argues that the blockade
will actually be good for the DNR.2 The argument is the same as with Russia: sanctions
bolster domestic production. The argument is also the same as Russian language articles about
domestic production, although these Russian language articles do not explicitly mention the
blockade. DoNi however writes that the ‘blockade risks plunging Ukraine into energy
collapse’.8* Thus, the message coming from DoNi news is clear: Ukrainian radicals blocked
the railways, which will lead to a collapse in Ukraine and renewed domestic productivity in
the DNR. This is exactly the message the DNR wants to send into the world and shows how

DoNi is used as a mouthpiece for DNR propaganda in English.

4.5: Conclusion: State Building and Regime Performance as a Comparison

According to scholars, regime performance is one of the main ways a state can earn
legitimacy (Rothstein 2009; Gilley 2009). The same goes for unrecognized states: the
provision of public services is a key strategy of unrecognized states to bolster internal
legitimacy (Caspersen 2015, 17). Moreover, the (perception of) material wellbeing of the
inhabitants of post-Soviet unrecognized states is important for those states’ legitimacy
(O’Loughlin et al 2014). The DNR providing services was the main category in the regime
performance and state building sample confirming Caspersen’s assertion. Articles about
regime performance have a double goal as they discredit the parent state while praising the
DNR. Bakke et al, based on empirical research in Abkhazia, note that the internal legitimacy

of unrecognized states is dependent on whether the ruling elite can convincingly portray

81 |n articles about Zakharchenko visiting a new longwall from 17 Feb. (13:13; 13:47 Identity Documents DoNi
sample).

82 A figure similar to Janus Putkonen: foreigner living in the DNR and publishing pro-DNR/Russian news.
Christelle Neant is French and writes predominantly in French for DNI press but also makes her own videos as a

‘citizen journalist’.

83 17 Feb. (DNI press): What does not kill us makes us stronger: blockade and new internal productivity in
Donbas.

8419 Feb. (17:59, Identity Documents DONI sample).
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themselves as state builders (Bakke et al 2014). DAN news tries to present the DNR as a
normal, stable state. In the sample, they did this by articles about providing services, the
economy, building a political system, and even embarking on a humanitarian help program
for ‘their’ citizens living in ‘temporarily occupied territories’.8% Consequently, state building
and regime performance are highlighted in comparison to the parent state. Furthermore, the
articles show that the DNR reacted to the blockade imposed by Ukrainian battalions. The
main message seems not to be that the DNR is doing better than Ukraine. Although the DNR
is dependent on patron state support, it is presented as being able to provide for their citizens,
even those living in parts of the Donbas controlled by Kyiv. As an international legitimation
strategy, state building and regime performance are often used to compare the unrecognized
state with the parent state. DoNi seems to try to do the same thing. However, many articles
about regime performance and state building seem to have been too local for DoNi to report
on. English language articles in particular depict the blockade as being good for the DNR but
bad for Ukraine. Unrecognized states claims for recognition are often based on claims that
they have successfully built institutions rather than claims based on regime performance or
economy (Caspersen 2015, 19). However, | would argue that praising regime performance of
the DNR to an international audience constitutes an attempt at international legitimacy

seeking by presenting the DNR as a more competent ‘state’ than Ukraine.

85 What the DNR calls the areas of the Donbas under the control of Kyiv. Kyiv uses the same name to refer to
the territories controlled by the LNR/DNR.
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Chapter 5: Democratization

Democratization is used by unrecognized to bolster both internal and external legitimacy
(Caspersen 2011). However, democratization in unrecognized states is always limited due to
their unrecognized status (Caspersen 2012, 95-98). Democratization only appeared as a theme
in the Primaries time sample. In the broad category of democratization, | have made the
distinction between domestic and international aspects. This distinction cuts across
Russian/English divide in the sample. As fig 11 and 12 show, the English language sample
boasts a slightly higher percentage of articles with an international focus. Articles were
marked as ‘international’ due to their focus on 1) the presence of international observers or 2)

their discussion of the international implications of the elections.

Democratization Russian (38 Democratization English (22
articles) articles)

= domestic = domestic

m international = international

Fig 12. Subcategories Russian Fig 13 Subcategories English

Interesting to note is that in this time sample we see the largest amount of ‘copy-pasting’: for
example, the goal of the primaries is explained by the same sentence a total of 27 times.®
Another shorter version is used 5 times.8” Another curious instance of copy pasting is the

remark that the primaries are in line with the Minsk agreements. This is done with a copy-

8 |lenb npaiimepus — B npeaasepum BbIBOPOB B MECTHbIE OpraHbl BaacTu B [loH6acce BbiABUTL Hanbonee
NepcrnekTUBHbIX KaHANAATOB, KOTOPbIE MOb3YTCA NOAANHHBIM aBTOPUTETOM cpeamn HaceneHusa. ‘The goal of
the primaries is to identify the candidates with the most perspectives for the local elections in the Donbas, those
candidates who have genuine authority among the population ’.

87 Llenb — BbIABUTb TEX, KTO NOJIb3YOTCA NOAJANHHbLIM aBTOPUTETOM Cpean HaceneHna nepes MecTHbIMuU

Bbibopamu B JoHbacce. ‘The goal is to identify those who have genuine authority among the population before
the local elections in the Donbas’.
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paste sentence that is used 17 times.®8 The editors may think the audience needs constant
reminders of what the primaries are about and why they do not contradict the Minsk
agreements. Another reason may be that the editors use them to make the articles look longer.

5.1 The Primaries: domestic

The first article in the sample is about how the ‘day of silence” went into effect in the DNR,
and tells about how all participants are obliged to remove their agitation.®® This article points
out the DNRs democratic credentials. The abovementioned ‘copy paste’ sentence about the
Minsk agreement is present here. The article highlights the rule of law as it is dedicated to the
decision of the ‘Provisional Electoral Commission’ (PEC). The article refers to a decision
made on September 1 by the PEC, understating that the DNR is conducting elections in an
organized manner. Explaining the primaries, DAN news published an article detailing why
the preliminary voting is important and how they do not violate the Minsk agreements. ® The
primaries are described by Zakharchenko as preceding the local elections proscribed by the
Minsk agreements.! It is emphasized that the people participating in elections are ordinary
people. The PEC notes that among the candidates are ‘politicians, doctors, cultural figures,
militiamen, mineworkers, and representatives of science and education.’® These candidates

are listed as independent. Furthermore, he emphasizes the elections as steps towards

88 NpeasapuTtenbHoe ronocosaHne 8 JJHP He npoTneopeynT MUHCKMM COrNalEHNAM U COOTBETCTBYIOT
ctaHgapTtam OBCE. ‘Primaries do not contradict the Minsk agreements and are held according to OSCE
standards’

8 from 1 Oct. (5:30): B JHP HacTynuA «[leHb TUWKMHBI» nepea, nepsbiMi B uctopun [lonbacca npaimepus. ‘In
the DNR the ‘day of silence’ went into effect before the first primaries in the history of Donbas’.

902 Oct. (00:00) B JoHbacce Bnepsbie B MCTOPUM NPONAET NpeasapuTenbHoe obLecTBeHHoe ronocosaHme. ‘for
the first time in history, preliminary public voting will take place in the Donbas’.

91 Oct. 2 (00:00): “(...) npalimepuns npeaLecTByoT MeCTHbIM Bbibopam B [loHbacce (npeanncaHbl MUHCKMMU
COrNaWeHNAMM) M NPU3BaHbI BbIABUTL TEX, KTO «MONb3YIOTCA NOAJMHHbIM aBTOPUTETOM CPeaM HaceneHmsa».”
‘The primaries precede the local elections in Donbas (prescribed by the Minsk agreements), and will identify
those who enjoy genuine authority among the population’. The last sentence about identifying those with
authority is used in other articles to explain why the primaries are held.

922 Oct. (00:00): Cpeam HUX nsBecTHble B [JoHbacce 1 Ha YKpanuHe NOAUTUKM, Bpaun, AeATeNN KYAbTypbl,
OMNONYEHL,bI, LIAXTEPbI, NPEACTaBUTENN HAYKU U cucTeMbl 06pa3oBaHuA. ‘Among them (independent candidates)
are politicians, dOct.ors, cultural figures, militiamen, mineworkers, and representatives of science and

education famous in Donbas and Ukraine.’
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independence,®® as well as a key step in the peaceful regulation of the conflict. A sociological
poll is presented as saying that 56% of the population actively follows the news about the
primaries, while 46% intends to vote.®* More than 600 thousand ballots were prepared by the
PEC.%®

5.1.1: Turnout and context

The DNR tries to convey voting as a citizens’ duty to strengthen the new ‘republic’. Voting in
the primaries is presented as voting for the future of the DNR. This is expressed in an article
about a local polling station in a school in one of the zones of Donetsk closest to the line of
contact. The director of the school is quoted saying it makes him happy that ‘our Donetsk
youth actively interest themselves in the primaries of the DNR, and consider it their
responsibility to make their choice for their candidate’.%® In the same article the polling
station tells DAN news that the turnout is higher than expected. On election day, a
‘spontaneous’ auto-parade drove through the center of Donetsk inciting people to ‘make a
choice in favor of any of the candidates’.®” After explaining the actions of the auto-parade, the
articles uses copy-paste sentencing to explain again the goal of the primaries and that they do
not contradict the Minsk agreements. The temporary electoral commission press attaché Oleg

Balykin announces that already 124 thousand people voted at noon.%®

932 Oct. (00:00): «3To nocneaHMe Warn K NPMoBpeTeHNIO Hallel He3aBUCUMOCTH, MOTOMY YTO 33 HUMMK
nocsieayoT BbI6OpbI, Ha KOTOPbIX Mbl LOJIXKHbI rApPaHTUPOBAHHO NobeauTb. ‘These are the last steps towards
the acquisition of our independence, because after them will follow elections, in which we must be guaranteed
to win’.

942 Oct. (00:00): CornacHo ceHTABPLCKOMY ONPOCY 0bLLECTBEHHOrO MHEHWA COLMONOMMUYECKOro LeHTpa
«Ocobbliit CTaTyc», 56 npoueHTOB *KuTenel JHP cnepat 3a HOBOCTAMM O NpeaBapUTEIbHOM ro10COBaHUK, 46
NPOLEHTOB roToBbl NPUHATL B HEM ydacTue. ‘According to a September public opinion poll by sociological center
‘special status’, 56% of the inhabitants of the DNR follow the news about the preliminary voting, while 46% is
ready to participate in them.’

% Oct. 2 (00:00).

96 2 Oct. (13:39): PagyeT, 4To Halla AOHeLKaa MOOAEXb akTUBHO MHTepecyeTca npaimepus 8 HP, cuutaet
CBOMM [0NTOM CAenaTb Bblbop 3a CBOEro KaHAaMAaTa», — CKasana AMPEKTOop LWKObI.

97 From Oct. 2 (16:25): (...) caenaTb BbIGOP B NOAb3Y KOro-1Mb0 M3 KaHaMAaToB. ‘(...) make a choice in favor of
any of the candidates’.

982 Oct. (12:08): bBonee 124 Tbic. sbupaTeneil NPOronocosano Ha npaimepus K 12:00 — BpUK. ‘More than 124
thousand voters voted in the primaries before 12:00 — Temporary Electoral Commission’.
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Indeed, it seems that turnout is a key issue for the DNR at these elections. However, there is
no article with the exact turnout as a percentage in the sample. Rather, DAN news opted to
quote the PEC that the ‘more than 370,5 thousand’ people turned up to vote.*® Compared with
the 600 ballots prepared, this seems to be a turnout of roughly 60%. When people are cited
talking about the turnout, they are all enthusiastic and claim the turnout it is very high. Even
the international observers are brought in to comment on the turnout. Czech observer Zdenek
Ondrachek compares the high turnout in the DNR with the low turnout in his home
country.® Moreover, there is a separate article about foreign observers praising the DNR for
high turnout: ‘Observers from Italy and South Ossetia announce that they did not expect such

a high turnout for the primaries’.*

It seems that the DNR wants to demonstrate citizens are actively engaged in the
elections by reporting about (an expected or real) high turnout ratio. International observers
add strength to these claims. A high voter turnout is usually taken as a show of consent
towards the regime. The DNR is trying to create an atmosphere in which it seems that people
enthusiastically participated in these elections and thus in the building of the ‘republic’. This
is comparable to Soviet elections. There, turnout was high, often reaching the 99% mark.
Voting was considered a citizens’ duty, and the whole election show was reminiscent of a
theatre in which the voters where the actors. Furthermore, election day was a festive occasion
(Swearer 1961; Zaslavsky and Brym 1978). Ukrainian dissident in the DNR Stanislav
Aseyevi® describes the voting process in the DNR as a ‘theater’ (Aseyev 2016). The elections
in the DNR are reminiscent of the Soviet Union as they had food,®® mobile voting for sick

% From 3 Oct. (10:16): B npessapuTenbHOM FON0COBaHUM NPUHAAN yyacThe cebilwe 370,5 Tbic. Yenosek —
OKOH4YaTenbHble gaHHble BpUK. ‘In the preliminary voting more than 370,5 thousand people participated — final
data PEC'.

100 2 Oct. (22:20): «MbI-no xopoLlemy 3aBMAYEM BaM, TaK KaK B Halleli CTpaHe, Hanpumep, ABKa Ha BbiBopbI
enBa gocturaet 30-35 npoueHToB n3buparteneit. ‘we envy you because in our country, for example, the turnout

for elections hardly ever reaches above30-35%’

101 2 Oct. (15:57): Habaopatenun us Utanmm n tOxHol OceTUm 3aABUAM, YTO HE OXMOAAN CTO/b BbICOKOM ABKM
Ha npalimepus.

102 \Who is currently in prison in the DNR, reportedly on hunger strike since July 2018.
103 From 2 Oct. (18:40) PectopaTopbl [loHeLKa Hanouau ropaymMm Yyaem nsbupatenei LeHTpanbHoro panoHa

cronuubl. ‘Restaurant owners of Donetsk give voters warm tea in the central rayon of the capital’. Moreover
near to these stands a ‘social fair’ operated.
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104 and a general festive atmosphere.'% These are all strategies to achieve a high voter

people,
turnout, and the DNR claims that they achieved a high turnout. Whether the turnout rate was

real or not is hard to establish.

5.1.2: Content

Soviet Elections were a way in which the population could express local grievances (Birch
2011, 712). However, in the DNR it is surprising to note that while the elections were local,
no local issues came up in the sample. That is, when officials are cited about the importance
of voting they mention only general slogans for the future of the republic. % %7 Moreover,
when voters are quoted, they share the same opinion.2% 1% The primaries in the DNR
probably did not have any major consequences. In any case, of the 514 constituencies that
were up for contest, 505 were won by ‘independents’ who were members of the ‘public
movement’ ‘Donetsk republic’, which is the ‘party of power’.*% Moreover, the acting mayor

of Donetsk was reelected with 83,2% of the vote.'!

104 Quote from a head doctor in an article from 2 Oct. (15:33): «Bbibop Ha ros0coBaHUM MOXKET CAenaTh
KaXKAbI — 1 TOT, KTO JIEXKUT B BONIbHULLE, U TOT, KTO HaXo4MTCA JOMA, HO He MOXKET NnepeaBuraTbcs, MHBaMAbI |
rpynnol. ‘Everyone is able to vote, those who lie in the hospital, and those who are at home, who cannot move,
invalids of the 1% class.

105 From 2 Oct. (17:45): Mexay Tem pAaaom ¢ n3bmpatenbHbIM YHaCTKOM yXKe Hauanca npasaHuk. 3gech
OTKpPbL/IAcb No/ieBas KyxHsA, 3apaboTana ApMapKa, MecTHble TBOPYECKUE KONNEKTUBbI YCTPOUAN HEBONLLLOM
KoHLepT. ‘Among those near to the polling station the holiday already started. Here they opened a field kitchen,
a fair, and local artists’ collectives staged a small concert’.

106 Such as this quote by the acting mayor of Donetsk Martynov on 2 Oct. (11:00) fl cuuTato, 4TO OT TOrO, KaK
nponayT npanmepus, BO MHOrOM 3aBMcKT Byayulee rocyaapcrtsa. ‘I consider that the future of the state
depends a lot how these primaries go.’.

107 Or this quote by Zakharchenko from 2 Oct. (11:08): “MbI ronocyem Bce 3a Hawwe 6yayuwee”. ‘We all vote for
our future’.

108 Syuch as this voter from an article from 2 Oct. (18:26): Hageemcs, uto npaiimepus npubAN3AT HaC K
Kenaemon TUWKMHE M Hayasly HOBOM XM3HWU — 6e3 BolHbI. ‘We hope that the primaries will bring closer to the
desired silence and the beginning of a new life- without war’.

109 Sych as this voter from an article from 2 Oct. (17:45): Mbl Bep1AK 1 BepMM B TO, 4TO Halla MONOAaA
pecnyb/vMKa CMOXKET OTCTOATb CBOKO HE3ABUCUMOCTb M NMOYYUT AasibHeliLee pa3BuTMeE. 3a 3TO U ro10COBaNM
cerogHs». ‘We believed in and believe now that our young republic can defend its independence and develop
further. That’s what we voted for today’.

110 From 3 Oct.ober (11:23): YneHbl O/ «[loHeuKasa Pecnybanka» nobeamnm B Ka4ecTBe CaMOBbIABUKEHLIEB B
505 okpyrax 13 514 Ha npaiimepus. ‘Members of the Public movement ‘Donetsk Republic’ won as independent
sin 505 out of 514 districts’.
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The English language articles adhere to the same lines: of the 16 ‘domestic’ articles,
only three were not translations of DAN news articles. Articles about the domestic
implications of the primaries catered to an international audience serve the purpose of
international legitimation. Of the articles that are not translations, one stands out in particular.
An article about how supposedly a journalist from Ukraine came back to the LNR to vote.
This journalist is only quoted saying bad things about Ukraine.12 Although this article is
about the LNR (DoNi writes about both), the article fits into what is a familiar pattern by now:
DoNi not only praises the DNR but also discredits Ukraine. DoNi serves as the DNR’s outlet
to an international audience. Therefore, DoNi is the medium through which this international
recognition strategy through democratization is communicated. The DoNi sample was even
less focused on local issues than the DAN news sample which corroborates the assumption
that the DoNi coverage of the elections only served only propagandistic purposes. In the DNR,
the content of the primaries seems to have been less important than the primaries themselves.

Neither Russian nor English language articles mentioned local issues in any way.

5.2 The Primaries: International

The international observers appear to feature in the DAN news articles to prove that the DNR
is doing the right thing. For example, an Italian observer, Guilietto Chiesa, is quoted
emphasizing the importance of the primaries: ‘The primaries are a serious organization (...) |
see, that there is no way back, you made your step forwards for the creation of a new
state.”*® Also not the copy and paste claim that the election is observed by “(...) 1043
observers from the candidates and 22 international observers from Finland, Greece,
Germany, Italy, South Ossettia, France, The Czech republic, Serbia, and other countries’.*!*

115 The DAN news articles about the elections have a strong international component. An

111 From 3 Oct. (10:23): Map [oHeuxa nobeann Ha npalimepus c pesyabtatom 83,2%. ‘the mayor of Donetsk
won with a result of 83,2%.’. The candidate that came closest had a mere 5,4% of the vote.

112 From 2 Oct. (13:27 DoNi sample). For example he calls life in Ukraine "survival rather than living".

113 From 1 Oct. (9:52): «[paiimepmns — 3To cepbe3Hasn opraHusaumsa, — Ao6aBun B cBoo ovepeap Kbesa. — A
BMIKY, UTO Ha3ag AOPOruU HET, Bbl cAeNanv War Bnepes AnA co3gaHmMa HOBOro rocyapcraa.

114 (...) 1043 HabntopaTensa oT KaHAMAATOB U 22 MeXAyHapoaHbIX HabaoaaTena us GuHnaHanm, Mpeunn,
lrepmanumn, Utanuu, KOxHol Ocetun, PpaHumm, Yexuun, Cepbun n ap. ctpaH. Exact sentence is used 5 times.

115 namely in the articles from Oct. 1 (9:52; 16:37; 16:41) and Oct. 2 (00:00).
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appeal from the ‘head’ of the DNR Zakharchenko is posted in which he does not mention
even one local issue but does mention the international impact of the primaries.!®
Zakharchenko’s appeal ends with: ‘“The people of the DNR should show that we are building a
civilized, constitutional state, capable of holding open and honest elections. ' It seems from
the articles the DNR primarily wants to show ‘the world” and ‘international society’ how
democratic they are.!!® Balykin explains the elections are legitimate because they rely on
‘adherence to the norms of international electoral law, adherence to the standards of the
OSCE and the standards of freedom and democracy’.!*® Again, the article finishes with the
same copy-paste sentences that explain what the primaries are and that they do not contradict

the Minsk agreements.

One way the primaries are internationally oriented is through the Minsk agreements;
the other is through the international observers. These agreements clearly stipulate that local
elections should be held after a complete withdrawal of troops (Financial Times 2015). DAN
news argues that since these elections are a preparation for the local elections stipulated by the
Minsk agreements, they do not contradict them. Regardless of the question whether or not the
primaries actually contradict the Minsk agreements, it is interesting to note the DAN news
goes so far in assuring their readers the elections are in line with Minsk. The DNR presents
itself as the party that does follow the agreements, as opposed to Ukraine. Indeed, as the
elections are presented as ‘one of the key points of a peaceful resolution of the conflict in the

region’*?%, Kyiv is charged with not coming up with the necessary law to make this happen.1?

116 From 2 Oct. (11:23): O6pateHmne Masbl JHP 3axapueHko K xutenam Pecnybauku. ‘appeal of the Head of
the DNR Zakharchenko to the citizens of the republic’.

117 From 2 Oct. (11:23): Hapoa, JHP aonxeH nokasaTb — Mbl NOCTPOMAMN LMBUAIN30BAHHOE, NPaBoBOe
rocyapcTso, CNocobHoe Ha OTKPbITbIE U YEeCTHbIe BbIGOPbI.

118 Oct. 2 (21:08): Mpaiimepu3 NOMAYT Ha NOb3Y NOAUTUYECKUM MHCTUTYTam JHP 1 ee MMUAKY B Mupe —
aenytart. ‘The primaries will benefit the political institutions of the DNR and its image in the world.’

119 From 2 Oct. (12:19): OH HaNOMHWA, YTO NETMTUMHOCTb NpoLiecca NPoBeaeHNA NpeaBapUTENbHOTO
ro/IOCOBaHMA «OMMPAETCA Ha cnefoBaHME HOPMaM MeXAyHapoaHoro nsbupartensHoro npasa, cobnoaeHne
ctaHgapToB OBCE u ctaHaapToB cBo60Abl M gemokpaTun». ‘He (Balykin) reminded us that the legitimacy of the
process of preliminary voting relies on adherence to the norms of international electoral law, adhere to the
standards of the OSCE and the standards of freedom and democracy “

120 from 2 Oct. (00:00): HanomHMM, 4TO NpoBeAeHMe MeCTHbIX BbI6OpOB B [JoHbacce — OAHMH U3 KNHOUYEBbIX
NYHKTOB MUPHOFO yperyanpoBaHna KOHGINKTa B permoHe.
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For the domestic audience, this is a familiar story as Kyiv is always blamed for not following
the Minsk agreements. Thus, with respect to the elections, reference to the Minsk agreements

IS not so much to get international attention as it is for domestic attention.

Another way of international engagement is through international observers. One
observer already introduced in this chapter is Guilietto Chiesa. He is a former chairman of the
communist party in Italy. Later, he became a writer, journalist and filmmaker who regularly
comments on current events for Russia Today and Sputnik. His remarks about the DNR
elections shed light on the purpose of bringing in international observers and his comments
about the primaries are worth quoting at length: ‘popular’ voting is of great importance in
international politics. Because this is practiced nowhere in the West, there, the democracy
has long been degraded. The creation of such a state as democratic, stable and free as the
Donetsk Republic becomes a big example for us.’*?? In another article he thus urges the people
of Donetsk to ‘not look towards Europe and build your own democracy’.**® Another Italian
observer held the same opinion about the difference between democracy in Donetsk and in
‘the west’ claiming that the EU decides everything for Italians.'?* The message seems to be

that democracy in the west should not be an example for the DNR.

The international observers present are marginal figures in their home countries. The
articles they might publish will probably not appear in main stream media but rather will
likely be distributed among people who are already ‘pro-Russian’ in any kind of way. The
DNR strictly controls which foreign journalists can enter its territory. Serious foreign election
observers would not go to observe the primaries anyway since that would constitute some
form of recognition. The observers at the primaries were marginal figures who already

supported the DNR. Although DAN undoubtedly also have an international Russian audience,

121 from 2 Oct. (00:00): OaHaKO Ha JaHHbI MOMEHT KNeBOM AOKYMEHT He TO/IbKO He Bbla NPUHAT, He
CYLLLeCTBYET AarKe 3aKOHOMpoeKTa. ‘at this moment Kyiv not only did not accept the document, there is not even
a draft law.’

122 Oct. 1 (16:37): HapoaHoe ronocoBaHue B MeXAyHapoaHOM NOAUTUKE nMeeT 6onbluoe 3HadYeHune. MoTomy
4YTO HUrAe Ha 3anaje HeT TaKoM NPaKTUKK, Tam BOObLLEe AeMOKpaTUa AaBHO aerpaguposana. Co3gaHue Takoro
rocyfapcTea, Kak AeMOoKpaTuyHasn, ctabunbHaa n ceoboaHan [loHewKasa Pecnybavka ctaHeT 6onbwunm
NPUMepPOoM ANA Hac»,

123 Oct. 2 (19:47): He cmoTpuTe Ha EBpony, CTPOMTE CBOKO AEMOKPaTUIO»
124 Quote from Italian observer Mauricio Marone from 2 Oct. (14:14): (...) B ITaAnmn N0 AN HUYEro He peLLatoT, a

CTpaHo pykoBoaaT us Eespocotosa”. (...) in Italy people do not decide anything and the country is governed
from the European Union.’
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the intended target seems to be the people actually living in the DNR.? Therefore, it seems
likely that international observers serve the purpose of legitimizing the elections for the locals.
That these observers make these statements is perhaps more due to their own political
positions: most are highly critical of the state of affairs in their own country and in the EU;
otherwise they would not be in Donetsk.*?® What is more relevant is that DAN news so
prominently features these international observers. If they do not serve the purpose of lifting
the information blockade,?” they serve the domestic purpose of bestowing the elections with
legitimacy by their praising of the DNR. Furthermore, by their presence alone they bestow the
DNR with some international legitimacy. Moreover, once they get to their home countries,

they will support the DNR narrative.

The situation is different for the English language articles about foreign observers. The
two main contributors to DoNi news, Janus Putkonen and Christelle Néant both participated
in the elections as observers and voters. Unsurprisingly, they both think the democracy in the
DNR is better than their respective Finland and France.*?® DoNi calls the vote of Janus
Putkonen, who is apparently the first foreigner to have received DNR citizenship, a ‘triumph
of freedom’.12° Not one of the foreign observers was critical of any aspect of the primaries, as
critical observers, or even journalists, are not allowed inside the DNR. Janus Putkonen
himself was responsible for keeping unwanted journalists out and giving accreditation for
journalists favorable to the DNR (Shandra 2016). The DNR can count on the support of some
marginal figures in the EU. Putkonen and Néant run the international media of the DNR and
try to promote the DNR as a functional state and democracy in their respective home
countries. Intriguing is that they overshoot their own goal when it comes to the primaries: the
DNR is not merely a functioning democracy; it is an example of democracy for the rest of
Europe. Furthermore, the democracy of the DNR is not compared with Ukraine, but rather

with Western countries- the observers’ home countries. Without exception, the home

125 They publish, for example, all official announcements, which apply only to the people living there.

126 One of the observers, was Johan Bachman, a Finnish citizen who tried to open a ‘representative office’ for
the DNR in Helsinki and who is well acquainted with Putkonen (yle 2014).

127 Which ‘people’s Soviet’ deputy Miroslav Rudenko claims is one of the purposes of the primaries from 2 Oct.
(21:08).

128 From 2 Oct. (21:03, DoNi sample).

129 From 2 Oct. (16:53 (DoNi sample).
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countries of the observers and their mainstream media see the DNR as Russia backed
separatists and thus do not confer the elections with any legitimacy. The audience of DoNi
news in these countries is thus probably limited to a group that is already sympathetic to the
DNR. These people are likely very critical of their own states and thus more likely to agree
with the observer’s claims that democracy in the West does not work properly. This might

explain DoNi’s ambitious coverage of the primaries.

5.3: Conclusion: local primaries with international goals

Elections are a way in which they the population is able to express consent to being ruled.
Democratization has become an important element in international society, and nearly all
states at least nominally subscribe to it (Clark 2007). For unrecognized states, democratization
has become an important legitimation strategy as the ‘internal’ attribute of democracy has
become an important part of external legitimation (Caspersen 2011). Accordingly, the
primaries served multiple domestic and international goals. In one way, the election was a
‘test’ of loyalty of the DNR people to the regime. At the same time, it was a showcase of the
regime’s power: high turnout rates and a high percentage of votes for ruling elite. Furthermore,
DAN news is portraying the DNR as a normal functioning democracy. To what extent the
primaries in the DNR were a genuine show of consent is not clear. However, the DNR
authorities have tried portray the primaries as a massive show of consent by high turnout rates.
This is similar to post-Soviet authoritarian regimes (Saikkonen 2017; Birch 2011, 717).
However, while turnout can be fabricated, consent cannot. Whether the primaries have given
citizens the idea the DNR is listening to their concerns cannot be concluded from the data.
However, it seems that the DNR regime has not listened to local concerns as the news
coverage did not reflect local concerns. On the other hand, as the cessation of hostilities is
perhaps the most important local concern, making people believe that they are voting ‘for

peace’ may be a working strategy.

Internationally, it seems that the DNR attach value to being perceived as democratic.
This seems to corroborate what Clark wrote about democracy becoming an important internal
attribute for membership of international society, and with Caspersen’s argument about how
democratization is also an international legitimation strategy of unrecognized states (Clark

2007; Caspersen 2011). The DNR invited a wide array of international observers that served
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to confirm to a local and international audience that the elections were democratic.
Interestingly, both DAN and DoNi went further than merely stating the DNR is a functioning
democracy. Instead, argue that the democracy in the DNR is better than democracies in the
EU. The observers mentioned in DAN and DoNi articles are highly critical of their own
countries and the EU, while being ideologically committed to the DNR or Russia. They thus
likely serve to propagate an DNR/Russian narrative to Western audiences.
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Chapter 6: Culture, History and Identity.

Unrecognized states are often based on an ethnic identity. This is not the case for the DNR.
while some scholars argued that the specific Donbas identity caused the conflict to escalate
before Russian interference (Kudelia 2014), others argued that while identity did play a role,
the conflict was primarily caused by Russia (Aslund 2014; Wilson 2016). What is relatively
understudied, is how the DNR have engaged on an identity building project after their break
with Kyiv (Abibok 2018).%%° Identity and culture are multifaceted concepts. In this thesis |
have marked text as being about culture when they were about cultural events or about the
culture of the people living in the DNR. I understand identity as something that is expressed
in text when DAN news writes about the characteristics of the DNR people. Identity thus

comes through in texts about history and culture.

Culture, History and identity Culture, History and identity
Russian (21 articles) Russian

= Avdiivka time

sample
m |dentity
Documents time
sample = culture
Minsk time sample = History

m Primaries time
sample

Fig 14. Articles by time sample Fig 15. Subcategories

At first glance the population of the DNR seems to have most in common with (parts of) their
parent state. The DNR does not cover the whole of Donetsk Oblast, at both sides of the front
live ‘Donbas’ people. If they are to protect the DNR people from a ‘genocide’ that Ukraine is
perpetrating, they need to define who the DNR people are. The following sections will
investigate how the DNR utilizes history and culture to form a DNR identity. Compared to

other articles, pieces about history and culture of the DNR are rare. In the English language

130 Although there are some interesting works on the concept of Novorossiya by renowned scholars such as
Marlene Laruelle, Gerard Toal and John O’Loughlin, this is more related to Russian imperialism/nationalism
than the DNR specifically.
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sample, they are not present at all. A possible explanation for this is that these articles are of
deemed to be of little international importance. They range from the opening of a regional
museum with a mammoth,*3! to the memorial concert of a famous Soviet singer.*3? An

international audience might be less interested in this.

6.1: History

One way of defining a community is through history. Accordingly, as the DNR was founded,
the leaders sought for a historical predecessor. It was unclear whether this was to be
Novorossiya, which included the whole of South and Eastern Ukraine, or whether this would
be something else entirely. The DNR itself does not occupy wholly any geographic or
historical region. The choice was made to make the ‘Donetsk Krivoj rog Republic the
historical predecessor of the DNR. This DKR existed from the of February12 until the March
20, 1918. The DKR was a self-proclaimed short-lived republic in the chaos of the post-
revolutionary Russian civil war. There is no data on how much the ‘citizens’ of the DNR
know about the DKR. However, the fact that at the end of each article about the DKR there is
an explanation about it indicates that people know little about it.*** In a memorandum on the
of February 6 the DNR leadership decided to declare the DNR to be the historical successor
of the DKR.™** The deputy speaker of parliament Andrej Purgin explains why having being
the historical successor to the DKR is good for the DNR: ‘It is like a call to remember, that

we were once united in such an interesting and mighty way’.*® The DNR occupies part of the

131 From 30 Jan. (16:32, Avdiivka sample): OcTaHKM MaMOHTa BEPHYTCA B 3KCMO3ULMOHHbIN 3an JJOHeLKoro
pecnybiMKaHCKOro Kpaeseayeckoro myses. ‘The remains of a mammoth return to the exposition hall of the
Donetsk Republican museum of local history.’

132 From 17 Feb. (20:29, Identity Documents sample): Bevep namaTi 3HameHUTOMN nesuLbl AHHbI FepmaH
cobpan B Makeeske 6onee 400 3puteneir. ‘Evening of remembering the famous singer Anna German in
Makeevka attracted more than 400 spectators.’

133similar to the articles about the Minsk agreements, there is a copy-pasted paragraph at the end of each
article: Feb. 12 (5:30;16:07; 18:50)

134 " NenyTaTtbl HapogHoro CoseTta npososrnacuan JHP npeemHmkom JoHeuko-Kpusoposkckoin Pecnybanku."
DAN-News. Feb.ruary 06, 2015. Accessed Oct.ober 04, 2018. https://dan-news.info/politics/deputaty-
narodnogo-soveta-provozglasili-dnr-preemnikom-donecko-krivorozhskoj-respubliki.html. ‘Deputies of the
peoples Soviet proclaimed the DNR to be the successor of the Donetsk-Krivoy rog Republic’.

13512 Feb. (5:30, Minsk sample): ‘«3T0 Kak 6bl NPU3bIB BCMOMHMWTb, YTO Mbl KOF4a-To 6blM €MHbI B TAaKOM
WMHTEPECHOM M MOLLLHOM 06pasoBaHUm»’
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former territory of the DKR. However, they do not claim the whole territory that the DKR
covered. The DNR sees more similarities than territory with the DKR: as the DKR was a
‘people’s republic’ their system of governance is also taken as an example for the DNR. 136
Indeed, the situation of the DNR now and the DKR then is seen as similar.’*” On the 12" of
February a meeting was organized in celebration of the 97" anniversary of the DKR.'® Again,
it is highly doubtful that, as the article claims, hundreds of citizens came out in genuine
support of remembering the DKR. The citizens that are quoted in the article supposedly came
out to protest Kyiv’s aggression and in support of their rights to speak Russian. A participant
is quoted: ‘I came out today to support the DNR and our region. We want to keep our rights
and want to talk in Russian’.13® This sentence echoes normal DNR and/or Russian propaganda
and is completely unrelated to the DKR. The memorandum on becoming the historical

successor of the DKR is a sign of a search for a historical identity that the DNR can build on.

Another important part of DNR historical identity is WWII. This was also a major part
of Soviet identity, where it was known as the ‘great patriotic war’. WWII comes up once in
the Minsk time sample: an official is quoted comparing the current situation of Ukraine to that
of Nazi Germany. He notes that after Germany lost WWII they started compensating the
victors for their losses. According to him, so should Ukraine.*® The comparison is only part
of the role WWII plays in DNR historical legitimation. In the Soviet Union, and afterwards in

136 From 12 Feb. (18:54, Minsk sample). «[leBaHocTO ceMb neT Ha3ag, B Xapbkose co3ganach [loHelKo-
KpuBopoxkckasa PecnybamKa ¢ Y4eTblpbMA TbiCAYaMM AeNyTaTOB, M36PaHHbIX OT CBOMX PErMOHOB. 3TO Ta OCHOBA,
Ta CBA3b C HalleW 3emnel, CBA3b C rOCyAapCTBEHHOCTHIO, KOTOPAA NO3BOIAET HaM Ceyac CTPOUTb Halle
byaywee». ‘Ninety years ago in Kharkov the Donetsk-Krivoy rog Republic was founded with four thousand
deputies, chosen from their regions. Such a basis, such a relation with our land, our state, allows us right now to
build our future’. Quote from Purgin.

13712 Feb. (18:50) MNyprux obcyamn nctopuyeckoe Hacnegme [oHeuko-KpMBopoXKCKoi Pecnybamnkm ¢ BHyKom
ApTema un nucatenem Bnagmummpom KopHunosbim. ‘Purgin discussed the historical heritage of the Donetsk-
Krivoy rog Republic with the grandchild of Artyom and the writer Vladimir Kornilovym'. ‘Artyom’ was a
revolutionary and one of the founders of the DKR.

138 12 Feb. (16:07, Minsk sample).

139 From 12 Feb. (16:07, Minsk sample): «fl ceroaHs sbiwen nogaepxatb AHP 1 Haw pernoH, — pacckasan
YYaCTHWUK MUTUHTa HuKnTa LLleBueHKo. — Mbl OTCTanBaem CBOM NpPaBa, XOTUM FOBOPUTb Ha PYCCKOM A3bIKE.

140 From 12 Feb. (19:39, Minsk sample): «Mbl cumTaem, 4To Kaskablil [ONXKEH OTBEYaTb 38 CBOM NOCTYNKKU. BoT
lepmaHuA npourpana BTopyto MUpOBYHO BOMHY U BbIHYKAeHa Obls1a KOMNEHCUPOBaTb HAHECEHHbIN YL epb
cTpaHam-nobeautenam. 'We consider that each must answer for their own deeds. Just like Germany lost the
Second World War and had to pay compensation for the damage to the victorious countries’ Quote from Igor
Bilodid.
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much of post-Soviet states, a myth was created about the Soviet people beating the Nazi
Germans together. Ukraine, with its rehabilitation of Stepan Bandera, is going against this
myth. Ukrainian nationalists that fought against the Soviet Union such as Bandera have long
been described as Nazis in the Soviet Union. As shown in the previous section, the DNR and
Russian propaganda still depict Ukrainian nationalists as Nazis. The DNR argues Ukraine is
rewriting history. This is particularly painful as rehabilitation of Ukrainian nationalists goes
against the myth of the Great Patriotic War. For example, in an article about a meeting in
Donetsk about the Minsk agreements a director of a school is quoted saying that the
Ukrainians (...) tell in lessons in schools that we are not Slavic at all, but Arian’ *** The view
that Ukrainians are rewriting history is further emphasized in an interview with ‘People’s
teacher of the USSR’ and WWII veteran Viktor Shatalov. He is quoted saying that the

Ukrainians ‘Distort history’, making heroes out of ‘Nazis and traitors’.14?

The myth of the great patriotic war is supported by Russia. In the DNR, this is obvious
by the involvement of the ‘Russian center’. Russian center was formed with the goal to
further the integration between the Donbas and Russia along mostly cultural lines.**3 It is this
Russian center which propagated the DKR story in 2015, while in 2017 they are busy with the
Soviet great patriotic war myth. They, together with local writers, wanted to make Fadeev’s
‘the young guard’ a part of the school curriculum again. This book is about a partisan
organization that existed in Krasnodon. 44 Bringing back this novel in the school curriculum,
they argue, is good to instill patriotism in the youth, although they do not mention to with

country.® The answer to this question may lie in the use of Russian and relations with Russia.

141 From 18 Feb. (13:03, Identity Documents sample): U Tenepb, He A0 AaBLIMCL HOBbIX YHEBHUKOB, Ha YPOKax
B LUKO/IaX PACcCKasblBaOT, YTO Mbl BOBCE He cnassHe, a apuu,(...). ‘“And now, not waiting for the new school
books, they tell in lessons in school that we are not Slavic at all, but Arian (...).’

142 From 2 Oct. (13:08, Primaries times sample): HenpaBuabHO 1 TO, 4TO cerogHa B YKpanHe UcKaXkatoT
UCTOpPUIO, Aenas U3 HaLMCTOB U NpeaaTtenel repoes. ‘It is wrong that today in Ukraine they are distorting
history, making heroes out of Nazis and traitors.’

143 PyccKmMit LLeHTP OCHOBAH C LIeNbIo YCUAEHMA NpoLLeccoB MHTerpauun loHbacca ¢ P B rymaHUTapHbiX,
coumanbHbIX U KyAbTYpPHbIX acnekTtax (.). ‘Russian center was formed with the goal of strengthening the
processes of integration of the Donbas with the RF in the Humanitarian, Social, and Cultural aspects(...). ’
https://dan-news.info/category/regions

144 1n Luhansk Oblast, renamed Sorokin in 2015 under Ukraine’s decommunization laws (but not implemented
as it is now occupied by Russia in the LNR).

145 From 29 Jan. (16:55, Avdiivka sample): «Heo6x0aMMOCTb BOCMIMTaHUA Y MONOAEXM NaTPMOTU3Ma TpebyioT
BO3BpaLLLEeHNs pomaHa AnekcaHgpa Gageesa «Monogas reapama» B LKObHbIN Kypc antepatypsl ( .). ‘The
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The DKR would for many people not be something they can readily identify with. In
the Donbas there is a significant amount of nostalgia for the Soviet Union, particularly among
the older population. Choosing a short-lived republic that was later incorporated into the
Soviet Union as a historical predecessor is odd (Kuzio 2015). Moreover, it is completely
different than the older and imperial Novorossiya. Suslov argues that the switch was made
because of the collapse of the Novorossiya project: the South of Ukraine was not conquered
by Russian troops and the ‘revolution’ was contained to (parts of) the Donbas. This required a
more regional identity, hence the sudden focus on the DKR (Suslov 2017, 209). As a concept
of regional identity the DKR reference works. However, it cannot be as strong as the regional
identities in ethnic separatist conflicts in, for example, the Caucasus. In this sense the DNR
has a weak historical base on which to present its separatist claims. This is reflected by their
struggle to find a historical predecessor. Indicative of this historical confusion is the statement
by Zakharchenko in 2017 that he created a new state, ‘Malorossiya’ which would replace
Ukraine (BBC 2017). This was later denied by Kremlin spokesperson Peskov and the leaders
of the LNR.

6.2: Culture

Activists from Donetsk participate in patriotic events in Russia, presumably as Russian
patriots and not as DNR patriots.**® As one of the stated goals of the DNR is integration with
Russia, they are Russian nationalists. In other articles only Russian language is seen as an
important part of DNR identity. The woman quoted earlier at a meeting about the 97 year
existence of the DNR emphasizes the language issue. When Pushilin stresses in an interview
about the just agreed upon Minsk agreements that there are many Russians left in Ukraine
which the DNR needs to think about.!*’ He does not emphasize that there are many Donbas
people left in Ukraine, and Russian speakers are not mentioned anywhere in the time sample.

Due to the conflict in the Donbas, the linguistic and ethnic makeup of Ukraine has become a

necessity of education the youth with patriotism requires the return of the novel ‘The Young Guard’ by
Aleksandr Fadeev to the school subject of literature.’

146 From 18 Feb. (18:10, Identity Documents sample).
147 From 12 Feb. 2-15 (21:20 Minsk sample): Ham Ba)kHO 6b110 NepekNoYnUTLCA M NOAYMaTh HEMHOFO LWKpe O

TOM YacTn YKpauHbl, rie MHOro pyccKux octaetcsa. ‘It was important for us to switch and think about those parts
of Ukraine where a lot of Russians remain.’
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topic of many articles. Articles in the media tend to oversimplify, and note that in the South
and East people speak Russian, while in the rest of the country they speak Ukrainian. The
linguistic makeup of a country is rarely that simple, and Ukraine is no exception. It is true
however that the Donbas is predominantly Russian speaking. However, not all Russian
speaking regions in Ukraine are pro-Russian. Basing a separatist identity solely on language is
untenable. Sure, Donetsk is thought to be a part of the ‘Russkij Mir’ or Russian world, but this
concept only shows up once in all the articles.X® It is thus unclear whether people from the
Donbas are Russians or Russian speakers. While, the idea of Russian world does not come out

strongly in the articles, although the connection with Russia is certainly stressed.

There are other ways of delineating group identity which are not history or language
such as an article about the burying of a time capsule by members of the ‘young republic’
youth organization. Here they take a more ambiguous stand, as the leader is quoted while
burying the capsule that he wishes that people in the 22" century will ‘always remember
those who shed blood on for your native land’.24® Most articles about culture are less dramatic
though, and are about events,*>° or about the history of some cultural institution.'®! These
have a local focus. Cultural institutions of Donetsk remained open during the war as people
longed for some distraction (Lyman 2015). This is also seen by the DNR. DAN news
published an article which tells how Zakharchenko organized a day in the planetarium for

schoolchildren.'>? Besides obviously praising Zakharchenko, it recognizes that children need

148 In a quote from Serdyukov, who participated in the primaries 2 Oct. (13:12, Primaries sample): Mbl genaem
3T0, ANA YTOObI HAWW AT KUK B CBOBOAHOM CTpaHe, YyBCTBOBA/IM cebs YacTbio pycckoro mupa. ‘We do it
(voting in the elections) so that our children live in a free country and felt themselves part of Russian World.’

149 From 28 Jan. (16:19 Avdiivka sample): (...) 4Tobbl Bbl BCeraa NOMHMAM O TeX, KTO MPOAMBaAA KPOBb 3a Ballly
POLHYIO 3emto.

150 5ych as this one from 17 Feb. (12:05, Identity Documents sample): Aucambab «[JoHbacc» B KaHyH [HA
3awmTHMKA OTeyecTBa NPeACcTaBMT HOBYIO NMporpammy B NpudppoHToBon Fopnoske. ‘Ensemble ‘Donbas’ in the
cadre of the Day of the protector of the Fatherland presents a new show in the frontline town of Horlivka.’ ‘This
holiday is an originally Soviet holiday still celebrated across the post-Soviet space. Ukraine got rid of this
tradition and celebrates day of the defender of the fatherland on the 14" of Oct.ober.

151 From 1 Oct. (21:27, Primaries sample): [lJoHeuKaa ¢unapmoHma oTmeTnna 85-neTme KOHLEpPTOM U
creuraleHnem Xy4oXecTBeHHbIX MOYTOBbIX KOHBEPTOB. ‘The Donetsk Philharmonic is celebration its 85t year
of existence with a concerts and special artistic envelopes.’

152 From 1 Oct. (16:19, Primaries sample): Fnasa JJHP opraHu3oBan y4eHnKam AMBPOCHEBCKOM

LWKO/IbI-MHTEPHAaTa Noe34Ky B A0HELKNI NnaHeTapuii u akeanapk. “Head of the DNR organized a trip to the
Donetsk planetarium and aqua park for the students of the Amvrosievska boarding school.’
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a distraction from war. Articles about cultural event give DAN news the appearance of an
essentially local newspaper. These are the most numerous in the sample. Perhaps this is why
DoNi news is not represented in this category. Take for example this article about the Donetsk
circus giving free masterclasses.*®® Or about the Donetsk opera having a new show.>* These
are essentially local topics, only interesting for citizens of Donetsk. Cultural institutions and
events are hallmarks of stability much needed in a time of war. In Donetsk, the opera
remained open even in the hottest phases of the war (Walker 2015). Articles in this category
do not serve the explicit goal to form DNR identity and do not relate to the Donbas regional
identity. I would argue that we should see these articles more as messages that life in the DNR

is similar to life anywhere else.

6.3: Conclusion: Historical Confusion and Culture as a Distraction

If the main priority of unrecognized states is protecting the group they are supposedly
representing, that group must then be identified. The DNR has trouble with identifying what
exactly constitutes a ‘DNR’ identity. This results in a confused search for history and for
identity with regional, Soviet, and Russian elements. The articles in the sample confirm this
conclusion. At first, the DKR was taken as a historical predecessor of the DNR. Then, focused
shifted towards Novorossiya. When the Novorossiya project was abandoned, a local, regional
focus was sought. In the articles about culture in the time samples, identity building seemed to
play a smaller role than presenting the image that the DNR is a functioning state. The lack of
articles about history, culture, and identity could be simply because there are other more
pressing issues to write about such as the conflict, or because the medium of DAN news is not

used for these articles.

Identity is important for unrecognized states as it may set the stage for external recognition as
it may legitimize claims for secession (Richards and Smith 2015). Moreover, the condition of
non-recognition may bolster national identity. Fabry argues that the uncertain status

unrecognized states live in without the legal protection of being a recognized state produces a

‘siege mentality’ (Fabry 2016, 27). De Cordier attributes the DNR with a kind of ‘resistance

153 From 17 Feb. (17:25 Identity Documents sample): ApTUCTbI AOHELKOro LmpKa «Kocmoc» nposeayT cepuio
MacTep-KaaccoB A5 HapoaHbix KonnektuBos OHP. ‘artists of the circus of Donetsk ‘Cosmos’ are holding series
of masterclasses for folk groups of the DNR’

154 From 18 Feb. (16:12, Identity Documents sample).
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identity’, which is based on: ‘the Donbas identity, the legacies of the USSR, the Great
Patriotic War and anti-fascism, Orthodox Christianity, the freemen identity of the steppe of
Novorossiya, and anti-colonial resistance.’ (de Cordier 2017, 2). The DNR has a multitude of
vectors along which they try to create an identity pointing to a confusion about what DNR
identity should be. Moreover, they have the additional problem of differentiating between the
Donbas and the DNR identity: yet, there is no specific DNR identity. Cultural affinity with
Russia a strong marker of Donbas identity. | would argue that the DNR has tried to use a
siege/resistance mentality based on regional identity. The DNR presents itself as the protector

of Donbas identity, and Ukraine as going against the Donbas identity.
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Chapter 7: Patron state engagement.

The DNR’s patron state, Russia, almost fully controls what happens in the DNR. However,

Moscow has neither recognized the DNR as an independent state nor annexed it. The forum

where Russian support is most tangible is the Minsk agreements. Without Russia, the DNR

would not have been at the negotiation table. The DNR also engages with their patron in ways

that are more practical. First, Russia can perform recognizing acts that fall short of

recognition. This can come in various forms, but in the sample, they are mostly related to

students, sports, and professional groups. Second, Russian citizens can visit the DNR. These

can be cultural groups or minor officials. And third, Russia lets the DNR participate in events

in Russia.
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In unrecognized states, most interaction with the patron state will not be made public due to
its sensitive nature (O Beachain et al.2016, 448). This would be the case in the DNR. Russia
is heavily supporting the DNR both militarily and financially but officially, Russian army has
never been in Ukraine. In Russian language sample patron state engagement is predominantly
found in the Identity Documents time sample whereas in the English language sample it is
more mixed. During the identity documents sample, as its naming suggests, Vladimir Putin
issued a decree recognizing documents from the DNR/LNR. As such, most articles are from
that time sample. The Minsk agreements are used in multiple ways by the DNR, some of
which have already been described in previous chapters. Articles specifically about the
agreements show up in the Minsk agreements sample, while reference to the agreements

exists throughout all samples.

7.1: Minsk agreements

Most articles related to the Minsk agreements are not about Russian support, as Russian and
DNR line is that the DNR is an independent actor in the talks. Rather, the international side of
the agreements is highlighted. Articles related to the agreements are mostly about Kyiv
breaking the agreements. Furthermore, in the primaries sample the Minsk agreements feature
as a legitimation of the elections. During the negotiations in Minsk the DNR with the help of
Russia had a military advantage on the front line around Debal’tseve. They were thus in a
strong negotiating position backed by Russia. The DNR’s representative at the Minsk talks
was Denis Pushilin. In the process of negotiations, Pushilin, backed by Russia, made demands:
‘a full and comprehensive political settlement of the conflict with Ukraine is possible on if
that country will have a non-block status and will be neutral in its relations to any security
union’.* This statement reflects the subservient role of the DNR in the Minsk talks. While
nominally an independent actor, they serve mostly Russian interests. It is telling that the first
article on the February 12 about the Minsk agreements (who were agreed the night of the 11th
to the 12th) is about Vladimir Putin confirming that the ceasefire will start on the 15th of

February.®

155 From the 11 Feb. (21:33, Minsk sample) article: «MonHoe 1 Bceobbemniowee NOAUTUYECKOE
yperynMpoBaHue KoHGAUKTa ¢ YKpanHOW BO3MOXKHO TONbKO B TOM C/lyYae, eC/ivM 3Ta CTpaHa byaeTt MmeTb
BHE6/I0KOBbIM CTATyC M ByAeT HelTpasibHA NO OTHOLIEHUIO K 1t06bIM BOEHHbIM COO3aM»

156 12 Feb. (12:18, Minsk sample): B MuHcKe 3aKkao4eHa AOroBOPEHHOCTb O NpeKpalLeHnn orHa ¢ 15 despansa
— NytuH. ‘In Minsk an agreement is made about a ceasefire from the 15% of February - Putin’
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The Minsk agreements are taken as an opportunity to start building the ‘state’ on their own
and with the help of Russia.'® 18 Pushilin takes the importance of the Minsk agreements
further as he presents them as an uneasy solution to the problem which exists, namely, that
many ‘Russians’ (unclear whether he means Russian speakers or ethnic Russians) are left in
Ukraine. He argues Russia cannot forget their compatriots still living in territory controlled by
Kyiv.® Tellingly, he makes the comparison with the whole of the Donbas and Russia: the
DNR cannot forget Russians left in Ukraine just as Russia could not forget Russians in the

Donbas.%°

Due to the missing Minsk time sample, there are less articles about the Minsk
agreements in the DoNi sample. DoNi news takes a similar position to DAN news with
regards to the Minsk agreements. They portray Kyiv as unwilling to implement them.6? It
presents the DNR as an independent actor in the Minsk agreements. Articles about the Joint
Center for Control and Coordination are more positive. The JCCC was created to help
implement the ceasefire and ensure protection for the OSCE SMM monitors. The JCCC
consisted of Ukrainian and Russian officers.6? The JCCC was responsible for coordinating
ceasefires so that essential infrastructure could be repaired. DoNi attributes Russian side of
the JCCC of having coordinated ceasefires to repair infrastructure damaged by Ukrainian
shelling which fits with Russian propaganda line that Russia is trying to create peace. 6

157 Such as in this 12 Feb. (21:18, Minsk sample) article where Zakharchenko is quoted saying that the
agreements: «MOJIOXKMUT KOHeL, 6oeBbiM gencTenammn nossoant AHP 1 JIHP 3aHATbCA MUPHbBIM CTPOUTEIbCTBOM
Ha 6naro Hapoga» ‘put an end to the hostilities and allows the DNR and LNR to engage in the peaceful building
(of their states) for the benefit of the people’.

158 Or asin 12 Feb. (19:25, Minsk sample).

159 Article from 12 Feb. (21:18, Minsk sample): Jlon6acc ceiiuac 60peTca He TOIbKO 3a CBOM NPaBa, HO U 3a
npasa Bcex xutenen YkpauHbl — Mywunnun. ‘Donbas does not only fight for its own rights, but also for the rights

of all citizens of Ukraine - Pushilin’.

16012 Feb. (21:18, Minsk sample): Tak e Kak 1 Poccua He cmorna 3abbiTb M OTKPECTUTbCA OT Hacy». ‘Just like
Russia could not forget about and disown us’.

161 Eyvident from this headline 17 Feb. (10:51, Identity Documents DoNi sample): ‘Minsk talks — smokescreen to
prepare AFU offensive’

162 Russia withdrew from the JCCC in December 2017

163 From 30 Jan. (15:13, Avdiivka DoNi sample).
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7.2: Recognizing acts

Vladimir Putin signed a decree recognizing the documents given out in the DNR/LNR on
February 18, 2017. These documents included all types of certificates (death, marriage, birth,
etc .), as well as passports. Putin made the decision public during the Miunchen security
conference, just after U.S. vice president Mike Pence had strongly judged Russia’s behaviour
in Ukraine. Additionally, it came right after a flare up of the conflict near Avdiivka, leading
commentators to argue that the move to recognize documents was made to put pressure on the
West (Gorecki 2017). The decree states that it is guided by humanitarian principles (Putin
2017). According to the decree, inhabitants of certain regions of the Donetsk and Lugansk
oblast can now travel to and from Russia without needing a visa. This was a major step
forward and a major PR victory for the DNR. The first article appearing on DAN news about
the decision is a summary of the decree. In a second article Pushilin is quoted saying that the
decree was ‘long awaited’ by the people of the Donbas,'®* and thanked president Putin. In a
subsequent article, Zakharchenko also gets the chance to thank Putin. In stark contrast with
Western commentators, Zakharchenko sees the decree as proof that Russia (...) supported
and continues to support the rights of its compatriots and fights for their lives, their culture,
their language, and, eventually, for their honour and dignity.”'®> Thus, DAN employs this
recognition as a propaganda tool. The recognition of documents is presented as a sign that
Russia cares deeply about the fate of those living in the DNR. Moreover, Zakharchenko calls
it the ‘merit of every citizen of the DNR’, although he does not explain how the citizens of the
DNR influenced this decision.'®® In total, only three articles are dedicated to this decision.

One would expect more importance given to this event.

DoNi news has the same number of articles about the recognition of identity
documents. They cite Zakharchenko saying: ‘If the Motherland is supporting our struggle

openly and safely, it means that this struggle is righteous.’*%” This statement confirms the

164 From 18 Feb. (18:55, Identity Documents sample): MywnanMH Ha3Ban LOArOXAAHHbBIM YKa3 O NPU3HAHWUM B
P® nokymeHTOB, BblaaHHbIX B HP 1 JIHP. ‘Pushilin called the decree about the recogniztion of documents
issued by the DNR and LNR by Russia long awaited.’

165 From 18 Feb. (19:28, Identity Documents sample): (...) Poccua noaaepxusana v 6yaeTt noaaepskusaTb
npaBo CBOMX COOTeYeCTBEHHMKOB 6OPOTHLCA 33 CBOKO KM3Hb, CBOIO KY/bTYpY, CBOM A3bIK U, B KOHLLE KOHLLOB, 33
CBOM YeCTb U AOCTOUHCTBO»

166 Same article, 3To NnpusHaHMe 3acayr Kaxaoro kutens [loHeukol HapoaHoit Pecny6amku.

167 From 19 Feb. (15:05, Identity Documents DoNi sample).
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DNR sees Russian acts such as these as contributing to their struggle for independence.
Aimed at an international audience, DoNi news exploits Russia’s recognition of identity
documents as a major victory for the DNR. The OSCE was strongly against Russia’s move of
recognizing identity documents, arguing that this was a step in the eventual recognition of the
republics (Gutterman 2017). It is unclear how much Putin’s decree changed the situation on
the ground. Russian border guards at the border uncontrolled by Kyiv may have long turned a
blind eye to people travelling with DNR/LNR passports. Furthermore, many people may have
already owned a Russian passport. In other unrecognized states Russia has started a process
called ‘passportization’ in which it gives residents of these entities Russian citizenship
(Nagashima 2017). To what extent this has already happened in the DNR is not clear.
Furthermore, in Ukraine having double citizenship is illegal but the government has no way of
checking if people have double citizenship. Therefore, before the conflict many people in the
Donbas could have already had Russian citizenship (Hoffmann and Chochia 2018). So far the
recognition of identity documents has been the biggest recognizing act Russia has made
towards the DNR.

7.3 Russian visits to DNR and vice versa

Besides large acts such as the recognition of documents, Russia engages with the DNR in
other ways. This can be the visiting of the Donbas by Russians. One example already
mentioned of such visits was the meeting between the writers’ union of Russia and writers
from the DNR. This article is mostly about returning the novel ‘the Young Guard’ by Fadeev
into the school curriculum. However, it also shows that the DNR is engaging with Russia on a
‘low politics’ level. Indeed, the meeting is described as °(...) strengthening the cultural ties
between Russia and the young republic.’®® The ‘Russian Center’ in Donetsk thus plays a key
role in Russian engagement with the DNR. Another example of the DNR working together
with Russian organizations on a low level is the cooperation of the DNR with Russian
organizations from the regions. For example, on the 17" of February the ice hockey
federations of the DNR and Chechnya signed a cooperation agreement.'®® Signing such an

168 from 29 Jan. (16:55 Avdiivka sample): (...) ykpenneHue KynbTypHbIX cBA3ei Poccum n
MonoAbIX pecnybnuk.

169 From 17 Feb. (18:33, Identity Documents sample): XokkeliHble degepauun JHP 1 YeueHckoi Pecnybankm

70



agreement is a way in which the DNR is presented as having close relations with Russian

officials. Moreover, cooperation with Russian regions is less risky for Russia.

The Identity Documents sample has articles about a delegation from occupied Crimea
going to Donetsk. Head of the delegation was Andrej Sobolev who is a member of the
federation council in Russia as well as a member of the executive organs of the Sevastopol’
city administration. Sobolov was accompanied by Russian music ensemble ‘Music-X’
performed in the program ‘We are one family’. This visit is described as ‘(...) marking the
beginning of a new stage of cultural cooperation between the DNR and Russian city of federal
significance’.1’® The title of the program alludes to the Russkij Mir ideology which sees the
Donbas and Russia as parts of a civilizational space. Likewise, in symbolic fashion Sobolev
gifted Zakharchenko a golden bell as a sign of the unity of their respective regions.*’* There
are obvious similarities between Crimea and the Donbas as both are products of Russian
military intervention in Ukraine. Indeed, Sobolev emphasizes that they are both products of
the so-called ‘Russian spring’.1’2 These articles serve the same purpose as the aforementioned
articles about DNR groups going to Russia. By describing visits of groups and officials from
Crimea (which the DNR recognizes as Russian territory), DAN news is presenting the DNR
as an independent state that aspires to have closer relations with Russia. Moreover, although
Russia, the patron state, does not recognize the DNR officially, regions of Russia appear to
have the freedom to engage with the DNR. Alternatively, they could be pressured into
engaging with the DNR. Engaging with the DNR might also be a way of showing loyalty to
the Kremlin. On the other side, for the DNR media, the engagement with Russia provides a
welcome opportunity to prove the DNR integration process with Russia is going well. The
timing of these articles strengthens this assumption: they appear just as Russia recognized

identity documents given out in the DNR.

nognucanu coriaweHune o cotpyaHunyectse. ‘Hockey federations of the DNR and the Chechen Republic signed
an agreement about cooperation.’

170 From 19 Feb. (16:15, Identity Documents sample): (...) N010XM1B TEM CambIM Ha4as0 HOBOMY 3Tany
KY/IbTYPHOrO coTpyaHuyectsa mexay [AHP v poccuitckom ropogom dpenepanbHOro sHayeHus.

171 From 19 Feb. (14:56, Identity Documents sample): Ynen Cosdeaa ot Cesactonons nepegact Mnase AHP 8
noAapoK CMMBOJ1 FOpOAa Kak 3HaK eaAnHeHns pernoHoB. ‘Member of the federation council will give the head of
the DNR a symbol of the city as a gift as a sign of the unity of regions.’

172 from 19 Feb. (20:22, Identity Documents sample): «BmecTe ¢ [lJoHeLKoit 1 JlyraHckoi HapoaHbimm

Pecnybankamm mbl pOBECHUKM «PyccKoi BecHbI», —CcKa3san, BbicTynas B Teatpe Cobones. ‘Together with the
Donetsk and Lugansk people’s republics we are contemporaries of the ‘Russian Spring’.’

71



Relations between the DNR and Russian regions are highlighted again in an article about
DNR students participating in Russian patriotic events. Although no high officials were
delegated, still people with official sounding titles were sent.!”® Other articles also describe
the participation of delegations from the DNR in Russian events or conferences.'’* This is
interesting as in the other samples there is a distinct lack of such articles. This could be a
coincidence, and further research with a larger sample could establish whether articles about
DNR-Russian engagement are published more during periods in which Russia officially
performs a recognizing act. Articles about visits to Russia serve to cement the relationship
with Russia. Articles about, for example, young people participating in competitions in

Russian regions illustrate that the DNR is already cooperating with Russia in many aspects.

Surprisingly, the DoNi sample has no articles about such visits. One would expect that
the visit of a Crimean official to Donetsk would be good propaganda material for DAN as
well as DoNi. Possibly the material is again ‘too local’, similar to articles about cultural
events. Moreover, it might just not be sensational enough: DoNi writes in alarmist headlines
mostly about war. The visit of a Crimean official with a Russian pop group does not fit in
with their usual work. Again, there is a remarkable absence of DoNi articles about delegations
from the DNR visiting Russia. The only such article is, in DoNi style, about children flown to
a Moscow hospital to receive treatment.” There is a general absence of DoNi articles on
patron state engagement beyond translations of articles about Minsk or the recognition of
identity documents. I would argue this is because the ‘international’ engagement of the DNR
with Russia has a primarily local character and DoNi does not report on local events except

for war related issues.

173 From 18 Feb. (18:10 Identity Documents sample): (...) kKomaHAup LeHTpanbHOro WwTaba PecnybanKaHCKMX
MOJIOAEHKHbIX CTYAEeHYECKUX TPYA0BbIX OTPSAAO0B MaBen AHaLKMI U KOMUCCAp LEeHTPaAbHOro wraba Makcum
*ycynos. (...) ‘the commander of the general staff of the republican student labor brigades Palev Anatskij and
the Kommisar of the general staff Maksim Zhusupov.’

174 Such as 18 Feb. (15:45; 18:03; 18:40 Identity Documents sample).

175 From 28 Jan. (17:31, Avdiivka DoNi sample): 13 Donetsk children sent to Moscow for treatment -
TV Report.
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7.4: Conclusion: Recognizing acts short of Recognition

States can interact with unrecognized states in different ways (Ker-Lindsay 2018, 364). The
patron state interacts most with the unrecognized state it supports. In the case of the DNR, the
patron state fulfills first and foremost the role of security guarantor as the conflict is still
ongoing. However, as argued above, such a form of interaction will not be made public.
Considering the situation in the Donbas, the DNR will not publish records of how much
Russia helped them militarily. What stands out more in the samples is interaction with Russia
on a smaller scale, such as interaction in the cultural sphere and interaction with Russian
regions. Most articles about Russian visits to the DNR and vice versa were from the Identity
Documents sample. While one of the self-professed goals of the DNR is to build an
independent republic, paradoxically, integration into Russia is also a stated goal. Articles
about patron state engagement support both these directions. On the one hand, the
engagement is depicted as distinctly international. On the other, articles depict this
engagement as a sign the DNR is integrating with the ‘motherland’. This corresponds to the
foreign policy options of other post-Soviet unrecognized states; there is a constant strain
between relying on the patron state and claiming independent existence and unrecognized
states exist somewhere on a spectrum of more dependent and more independent (Berg and
Vits 2018, 402-403). The DNR is on the dependent end of the spectrum. The rhetoric of DAN
news discussed above in all three segments of patron state engagement presents the DNR as a
part of Russia. Perhaps this is a sign the DNR has not completely given up the idea of being
annexed by Russia.
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Chapter 8: International Engagement.

There is significant variation in how unrecognized states engage with countries besides their

patron state. Some unrecognized states have extensive international connections, such as

Taiwan. Others are more isolated and rely almost exclusively on their patron, like South

Ossetia. For unrecognized states, any interaction with the outside world contributes to their

(perception of) recognition.
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International engagement exists in three forms in the samples: 1) articles which may or may

not be intended for an international audience that are about international engagement 2)

articles not specifically about international engagement intended for an international audience,

and 3) articles specifically about international engagement for an international audience. This

section will discuss all three but will focus on the first and the third forms as the second form

has already been discussed in previous chapters. Most articles in the DAN news sample are
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related to the Minsk agreements and the OSCE.A minority is related to foreigners visiting the
DNR. In the DoNi sample, Minsk and the OSCE show up, but most articles are about various
types of international affairs.

8.1 Minsk and the OSCE

As described in the previous chapters, the DNR media uses the Minsk agreements in multiple
ways: to stress patron state support, and to discredit Kyiv. The Minsk agreements and the
SMM, are used as international platforms. The OSCE is the only international organization
the DNR is in intensive contact with. The Minsk agreements and the OSCE SMM are used by
the DNR to engage with the outside world. Another way is drawing attention to their claim
that Kyiv does not adherer to the agreements. The goal is the same: trying to get international
attention through the Minsk process. A good example of this is the petition that was prepared
in the DNR in February 2017. It was an ‘appeal from the People’s Soviets of the DNR and
LNR to the leaders of Russia, the U.S.A., and Germany with the request to stop the genocide
of Donbas from the side of Ukraine.'”® Such a petition does not have any real international
consequences as none of the states it is directed to recognize the DNR. However, it does
provide citizens with the idea that the DNR is taking action against Ukraine on an
international level. To add strength to this petition, there was also a march through the centre
of Donetsk with the same purpose. The Head of the ‘parliamentary faction’ of the Donetsk
Republic movement explained that the Minsk process is the way the world ‘listens’ to the
Donbas.'’” The Minsk agreements are the only international forum in which they participate
and are supposedly listened to. In the article about this march a woman is quoted saying that
their efforts will direct the attention of international society to the ‘criminal junta’ that is
‘rewriting history’.1’® Again, such protests will not convince the leaders of international

society that Ukraine is perpetrating a genocide of the Donbas.

176 From 17 Feb. (10:56, Identity Documents sample): o6pawieHuna npeacegateneli HapogHbix Cosetos JHP u
JTHP Kk nnpgepam Poccuinckon Peaepaumm, CLUA 1 F'epmaHmnm ¢ npocbboit octaHoBUTb reHouuna [loHbacca co
CTOPOHbI YKpauHbI.

177 From 18 Feb. (13:03, Identity Documents sample): «bnarogapa sctpedam B MUHCKe Hac ycablWan Mmup, 1
OHM 3HatoT npasay (...). ‘Thanks to the meetings in Minsk the world listened to us, and they know the truth.’

178 From 18 Feb. (13:03, Identity Documents sample): Mbl yBepeHbl, YTO HaLLK YCUAUA HanpaBaeHHbIe Ha
npusneYeHne BHUMaAHUA MeXKAYHapOAHOro coobLLecTBa K TOMY, KaK NPecTynHasa XyHTa nepenucbisaeTt
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The DNR criticizes the OSCE, arguing that the SMM does not do enough to observe alleged
Ukrainian crimes.!”® The same day Plotnitskij and Zakharchenko announced their
‘humanitarian aid’ program for the Donbas they had a meeting with deputy head of the SMM
Aleksander Hug. Zakharchenko is quoted by DAN saying that after this meeting European
states will have some ‘hard mental work’ to do.*®® DAN news and the DNR deem these
meetings to be important. However, the OSCE does not publicize these meetings in the same
way. Zakharchenko alleged that the SMM is ignoring ceasefire violations by the Ukrainian
side. Moreover, he said he is unwilling to pull back any arms if the Ukrainians do not do so
first. According to DoNi, ‘Alexander Hug responded to all charges with stock phrases and
appeals to observe the Minsk agreements.’*8! Furthermore, during the flare up of the conflict
around Avdiivka, Pushilin was quoted by DoNi saying that the OSCE monitoring is
‘insufficient’ because it does not record the calibre used and does not point out the violator.*®?
According to DoNi and the DNR, the violator is always Ukraine. The criticism of the SMM
goes together with a rhetorical commitment to the Minsk agreements.

8.2 Foreigners visiting the DNR and vice versa

Another way of engaging with international society, as we have seen in the previous section
on patron state engagement, is sending and receiving delegations from other states. Usually
these interactions are with Russia, but, as described in chapter on democratization, there is

also engagement with citizens from European states. Undeterred by the international isolation,

ucropwutio (...). ‘We are convinced that our efforts will direct the attention of international society to how the
criminal junta is rewriting history {(...)."

179 Such as in this 17 Feb. article (15:32, Identity Documents sample): Tnasa [JHP sbipasun Hagexay Ha
0b6BbeKTMBHOE ocBelLeHne cntyauum B JoHbacce Habntogatenamm OBCE. ‘The head of the DNR expressed the
hope for an objective covering of the situation in the Donbas by the observers of the OSCE.’

180 From 17 Feb. (13:16, Identity Documents sample): «eBponeiickune rocygapcrsa 3agymatoTca, ana
EBponbl HauHeTCA TAXKenana ymcTBeHHan pabota». ‘European states will have to think, for Europe heave mental
work is starts.’

181 From 17 Feb. (19:12, Identity Documents DoNi sample).
182 From30 Jan. (19:58, Avdiivka DoNi sample): “We consider the OSCE SMM activity insufficient. To ease the
tensions and to settle the conflict it is necessary to clearly identify the violator of the ceasefire, to record the

caliber of the arms used in shelling and the type of arms used. We urge the OSCE and the JCCC to do anything
possible to make ceasefire manifest itself into reality, not just into empty rhetoric.”
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DAN news posted an article about how economists from the DNR have visited over 50
international and local conferences.®® These apparently included conferences in the U.S. and
Latvia.'® Moreover, the article notes that economists from the DNR have been published in
international journals and that the journal of the institute is indexed in the database in Russia,
Japan, and Google.'® This example shows how something seemingly apolitical is turned into
a strategy of international engagement. At the same time, it is a sign to the inhabitants of the
DNR that they are living in a normal state which has international connections. The latter also
happens in an article otherwise wholly dedicated to the under 10 chess championship: it
finishes with the remark that the winners will represent the DNR at international
tournaments.'8® Unless those tournaments are in other unrecognized states, these children will
probably not represent the DNR anywhere. Nevertheless, the message is clear: the DNR is a
normal state that participates in international affairs like any other state. An article from the
Avdiivka time sample shows how a visit from international guest is presented. On the January
28, 2017 American trombone player Nicholas Conn came to visited Donetsk. Conn stated he
was ‘not afraid of any sanctions, because | believe that playing music for the pleasure of
people is not a crime.”*®” This reminds of the international ‘observers’ at the primaries.
Willing foreigners are found and used to convey the message that the DNR is a normal state.
The article further boasts that in 2017 artists from the UK, France, and Greece will visit
Donetsk. Foreigners are used to portray the DNR as a normal state. These foreigners might
come to the DNR out of ideological convictions such as Janus Putkonen who runs DoNi news,
or Giulietto Chiesa who was an international observer at the primaries. However, it is also

beneficial for the DNR when people visit on apparent apolitical reasons.

183 From 18 Feb. (12:46, Identity Documents sample): YyeHble-akoHomucTbl IHP 8 2016 roay npuHAAM yyacTue
B 50 MexayHapoaHbIX U MeCTHbIX KoHbepeHuusax. ‘Economic scientists of the DNR took part in over 50
international and local conferences in 2016.’

184 The ‘international’ conferences visited also included Russia and the LNR.

185 From 18 Feb. (12:46, Identity Documents sample): (}ypHan) MHOEeKCUpyeTca B MeXAYHaPOAHbIX
HayKomeTpuyecknx 6asax Poccuinckon dPeaepaumm, AnoHmmM, a Takke Akagemum Google.

186 From 19 Feb. (17:07, Identity Documents sample): Kak oxungaetca, nyylune 1oHble WaxmMmaTUCTbl BOMAYT B
AeTckyto cbopHyto AHP no waxmaTtam n byayT npeactasnaTb PecnybanKy Ha MeXayHapOAHbIX COPEBHOBAHMAX.
‘As expected, the best young chess players will go into the children’s chess team of the DNR and will represent
the republic at international competitions.’

187 From 28 Jan. (18:47, Avdiivka sample): Al He 60tocb KaKMx-1MBO CaHKL M, NOTOMY YTO YBEPEH B TOM, YTO
UrpaTtb My3blKy Ha PagoCTb NOAAM — He NpecTynaeHune»,
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8.3 DoNi Articles about International Engagement

DoNi publishes more articles about international topics, seemingly at random, than DAN.
These articles are to discredit Ukraine and/or the West. Take for example this headline from
the Primaries sample: ‘Western instructors train Ukrainian military in new torturing
methods’.1% An article that alleges that Dutch investigators are ‘sabotaging’ the MH17
investigation also fits in this category.*®® There two articles about Trump and Putin talking on
the phone.*®® One of the most interesting articles of this category is an article by Janus
Putkonen in which he defends his claim that the US had sent 3600 tanks to Europe.'®! This
article has been widely shared (over 40,000 combined views) in international fringe media but
also broadcast in Russian state media (Nimmo 2017). It has been widely denounce as fake
news- while 3600 vehicles were indeed transferred to Europe, only 180 of them were actual
tanks. Putkonen defends his piece by saying that he what he meant by ‘tank’ was an armored
fighting vehicle and not a main battle tank. Putkonen’s original piece was likely a deliberate
fake. What is interesting here is that Putkonen had felt the need to respond to these allegations
of fake news. He finishes the article saying that ‘the real "fake news" in the West are those
mainstream media sources, who are not telling you all these facts and who are accusing as
liars those of us, who are offering truthful numbers and other concealed information about
US-EU-NATO aggression.’*1%2

Another interesting DoNi article is one that cites a MP from the European parliament, Jean-
Luc Schaffhauser, who argues that the EU should put pressure on Kyiv to make them fulfill
the Minsk agreements.®® Schaffhauser claimed the EU should threaten Ukraine with
sanctions if it does not hold substantial talks with the ‘de-facto Donbas authorities’ about

implementing the agreements. Schaffhauser: is a right-wing French MP famous for receiving

188 From 3 Oct. (15:53 Primaries DoNi sample). Another almost identical article was posted at 18:11.
189 From 30 Jan. (09:00, Avdiivka DoNi sample).
1%0 From 28 Jan. (11:12 Avdiivka DoNi sample) and 30 Jan. (13:31 Avdiivak DoNi sample).

191 From 17 Feb. (13:57 Identity Documents DoNi sample): '3,600 US Tanks in Europe' - Truth or Fake News
from DoNi Donbas News Agency?

192 From 17 Feb. (13:57 Identity Documents DoNi sample).

193 From 17 Feb. (19:36, Identity Documents DoNi sample).
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140,000 euros for brokering a 9-million-euro loan to Front National from a Russian bank
(Lamant 2014). The final article in this category is about a telephone conversation between
Poroshenko and U.S. secretary of state Rex Tillerson in which Tillerson allegedly told
Poroshenko to adhere to the Minsk agreements.'® These articles are all anti-Western in their

own way and do not seem to have the explicit goal of legitimizing the DNR internationally.

8.4 International legitimation through DoNi

Articles by DoNi have the explicit goal of informing a foreign audience about the events in
the Donbas.®Almost half of DoNi articles in the time sample are translations of Russian
versions. As such, many articles are about the conflict. Nevertheless, if the only goal of the
regime was just to have a translation of their media, they could just have translated all DAN
news articles. Instead, Putkonen and Néant have started their own company out of ideological
conviction to bring Donbas pro-separatist news to a wider audience. Putkonen and Néant are
actively trying to participate in what they see as an ‘information war’ between Russia and the
West. This translates into a main difference between DAN and DoNi. DAN news may publish
short articles about cultural events that took place, effectively working as local newspaper.
Furthermore, they publish articles from time to time that do not relate to politics or the
situation in the DNR. The intended audience of DAN would be the people living in the DNR.
These people read the DNR news because they want to know what is going on in their place
of residence. DAN news is one of many Russian language sources propagating Russian/DNR
view. Thus, DAN readers are similar to any other audience for a newspaper focused on a

particular geographic area.

DoNi readers are of a different category. | would argue that while Putkonen and Néant
may intend to reach a wide international audience, they mostly reach people who are already
convinced the ‘Western” media is lying to them. They are mostly targeting those in the EU, as
their DoNi press center publishes in English, French and Italian. This has an influence on the
type of articles they publish which are less of a local character. Moreover, regime

performance and state building are mentioned less, as the articles in these categories were

194 From 18 Feb. (17:12 Identity Documents DoNi sample).

195 See the https://dninews.com/?g=content/about-us: Main task for DoNi media organization is to collect and
share trusted and confirmed information from Donbas people's republics, and provide daily publications mainly
in English for foreign audience.
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mostly of a local nature. Culture, history and identity do not show up at all in the DoNi
sample. | would argue that this is also due to the intended audience. The result is that the
international legitimation strategy of DoNi is focused not so much on proving the DNR is a
stable state and a democracy as is common in unrecognized states (Caspersen 2015, 190).
Rather, they focus on reporting the alleged crimes the Ukrainian military and battalions
commit in the Donbas. DoNi is thus focused on discrediting Ukraine. While they are engaged
in the external legitimation of the DNR in some way, their scope is broader than only the
DNR.

8.5: Conclusion: international media and international engagement

The Minsk agreements are seen by DAN news as a platform for international engagement.
Acrticles about the Minsk agreements and are highly critical first of Kyiv not fulfilling the
agreements. DAN news covers international engagement mainly through Minsk. This is
presented as the only international format through which the world listens to the DNR.
However, as with other formats in which unrecognized states participate together with
recognized ones, the main goal is eventual reintegration (de Waal, 2017). As such, the DNR
rather paradoxically stresses their independence in a forum designed to reintegrate them into
Ukraine. The message DAN news is sending out to a domestic audience is that the DNR is
drawing the attention of international actors to alleged Ukrainian violations of the agreements.
As such, the international engagement articles serve a domestic purpose. The same logic
applies to articles about international visitors to the DNR- they are primarily meant to show

that the DNR is considered an actual state by foreigners.

The international aspect of the DNR media as presented by DoNi should be seen as an
aspect of the disinformation campaign of Russia against the West. The DAN news articles do
not fit into this disinformation campaign, as DAN news articles, even those about
international themes, have a local perspective and are mostly intended for a local audience.
Studies of the media strategies of other unrecognized states will be necessary to establish
whether the DNRs use of DoNi to propagate pro DNR and anti-Ukraine and anti-NATO
information is unique among unrecognized states. Given the contentious nature of the Ukraine
conflict and the geopolitical faceoff that resulted from it (or caused it), the DNR has more
need for such a disinformation strategy. Indeed, the events in Ukraine has given rise to a

polarized information environment (Toal and O'Loughlin 2017, 911). Moscow has the need
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for such a strategy, as they are heavily involved in the DNRs war for secession from Ukraine.
As | have showed in the chapter on democratization, the DNR attracts people from the EU or
other Western countries who are ideologically committed to the DNR. This translates less into
practical international legitimation strategies, and more into Ukraine bashing to an
international audience. Consequently, through DoNi the DNR is trying more to discredit
Ukraine as a member of the international community than to portray themselves as an
acceptable member.
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Chapter 9: Conclusion: assessing the legitimation strategies of the DNR

This thesis has drawn on Beetham, Gilley and Clark in order to operationalize the concept of
legitimacy. Power is seen as legitimate if it conforms to established rules, these rules come
from shared beliefs by those in power and those subject to power. Moreover, those subject to
power need to have a way of expressing consent (Beetham 1991). Bruce Gilley holds that
development, democracy/rights, and governance are key in explaining what makes a state
legitimate (Gilley 2009). Clark sees external legitimacy mainly as the acceptability of
membership into the international community that is largely dependent on internal factors. In
unrecognized states, external and internal legitimacy exist in degrees. These entities embark
on legitimation strategies, which focus on the building blocks of legitimacy most important to
them. The research presented in this thesis aimed to contribute to research on unrecognized
states as well as the conflict in Ukraine. It has done so by examining the ‘state’ media of the
DNR, asking the question: how does the DNR attempt to legitimize itself domestically and

internationally?

9.1: Discrediting Ukraine as a Legitimation Strategy

The category of ‘conflict and security’ was by far the biggest in both Russian (41%) and
English (53%) language samples. Ensuring security is an important legitimation strategy for
all unrecognized state. Security is provided by themselves or with the help of a patron state. In
the category of ‘conflict and security’ the most prevalent articles were small articles about
how many times Kyiv had attacked the DNR. These articles are a consequence of the conflict.
However, they also serve another function which is framing the conflict as a war of the
Ukrainian army against DNR civilians. The vilification of Ukraine becomes particularly
visible in the subcategory of ‘Ukraine immoral’ were the side of Kyiv, primarily the battalions,
are credited with having conducted or planning to conduct horrible acts against the civilian
population. Additionally, the Ukrainian army is described as demoralized or incompetent. The
legitimation strategy of providing security in the DNR is centered on discrediting Ukraine It
presents the DNR as the protector of the population of the Donbas, which Ukraine is trying
destroy. It is used as a domestic and international legitimation strategy. Domestic because it
asserts the need for the DNR to exist; it is a way to present reintegration into the parent state

as the worst possible option. DoNi news stood out by its focus on the immorality of Ukrainian

82



actions. It aims to present the DNR defending its population against Ukrainian aggression. In

doing so, DoN!i fits into a wider anti-Ukrainian propaganda campaign.

Regime performance and state building were the second most used strategies in the
DAN news sample. This encompassed a broad array of articles in which DAN news credited
the DNR with having provided something, or more broadly, with functioning as a state. DAN
news did this by presenting articles that described the institutions of the DNR. Moreover, they
published articles about the political system. In the Identity Documents sample two types of
articles particularly stood out: those about the humanitarian aid program and the economy.
Both were a reaction to the railway blockade put up by Ukrainian battalions in January that
year. The humanitarian aid program showed the DNR presents itself as being able to provide
for the people they consider to be their citizens living in Kyiv controlled territories. This is an
example of how the DNR tries to legitimize itself in opposition to Ukraine; the comparison
with Ukraine seems to be an essential element in both domestic and international legitimation
strategies. In the DoNi sample regime performance was less prominent as a strategy. | believe
this to be due to the essentially local nature of the issues the articles dealt with. The few
articles published by DoNi were connected to the blockade and presented a favorable image

of the DNR as opposed to Ukraine.

Democratization was only present in the Primaries sample. Turnout was a major theme
in the articles about the elections, reflecting a Soviet and post-Soviet authoritarian pattern.
The content of the elections was not present in the media. Despite the fact they were primaries
for local elections, local issues did not come up. Nevertheless, the DAN news presented the
elections as a massive show of consent to the ruling elite. International observers were used in
the DAN sample to bolster the legitimacy of the elections in the eyes of the local population.
In the DoNi sample they served as a tool of international legitimation. In general, the presence
of foreign observers is a sign that the DNR is aware that foreign election observers are an
essential part of elections. Moreover, the essential international character of these local
elections corroborates Clark’s and Caspersen’s argument that democratization has become an
important element of external legitimacy in general, and in unrecognized states in particular
(Clark 2007; Caspersen 2011). The elections were compared with elections in the countries
the international observers were from, and they unanimously concluded that the democracy in
the DNR is better than in the West. Due to Moscow’s large amount of control over DNR
internal affairs, any meaningful democratization is not possible. Thus, it seems that the DNR

primarily prioritizes the international element of democratization.
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History, culture and identity were topics that came up relatively rarely. Interestingly, the

DoNi sample boasted not one article related to these themes. | would argue that this the case
because many of the articles in this category were of an essentially local nature. Establishing a
group identity is vital if the main claim to legitimacy of the regime is protection of a group. In
the DNR however the search for identity was a confused one that at times incorporated
imperial, Soviet, regional, and ‘Russian world’ elements. One constant was the connection
with Russia, and the partnership with Russia in cultural projects. Most articles about culture

seemed to illustrate the normality of life in the DNR.

Without patron state support the DNR would not exist. However, the most essential
spheres of support do not appear in the media. The exact role the patron state plays in
providing security is wholly ignored, reflecting Russia’s plausible deniability strategy.
President Putin issuing a decree recognizing the identity documents given out in the
DNR/LNR was the most direct act of recognition by Russia. The news coverage of the
Identity Documents sample however was more focused on smaller recognizing acts such as
trips of DNR groups to Russia or trips of Russian citizens to the DNR. Patron state
engagement was presented in two ways: as international contacts, and as steps towards
integration into Russia. Other international contacts are through the Minsk process and
foreigners visiting the DNR. Foreigners are deeply involved in presenting a favorable image
of the DNR to an international audience. People such as Janus Putkonen and Christelle Néant
disseminate DNR propaganda to a mostly EU audience and as such are part of a wider
disinformation campaign. Discrediting the parent state is again a vital element of the

international legitimation strategy of the DNR.

The connecting element in legitimation strategies, domestic and international, is the
comparative element. The DNR is presented in opposition to Ukraine. It seems that the main
strategy of the DNR is to convince their population that life is worse in Ukraine. It seems less
important to be pro-DNR than to be anti-Ukraine. Such strategies are common in
unrecognized states (Kemp 2005). Given the tensions between Russia and Ukraine (and the
rest of Europe) following the annexation of Crimea and the start of the conflict, this strategy
fits into a broader international campaign by Russia to discredit Ukraine. Therefore, the
international legitimation of the DNR carried out by the foreigners working at DoNi news is

inherently connected to the polarized information environment that was created after Crimea.
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9.2 Discussion

The methodology used has some consequences for the validity of the conclusions. The chosen
theoretical framework has allowed me to build upon the research of other scholars when
examining the legitimation strategies of the DNR. Scholarship on legitimation strategies of
unrecognized states allowed me to analyze DNR legitimation strategies. A disadvantage of the
chosen theoretical framework is that the outcomes of the research are influenced by the
framework: legitimation strategies not fitting in the theoretical framework may not have been
noticed or wrongly interpreted. This touches upon the basic difference between a guided and a
conventional content analysis. | believe that this problem was reasonably mitigated. The
initial categories are broad enough to capture most of the content clearly. Furthermore, the
more detailed categories are still quite broadly conceived. The categories and subcategories
are designed to be understandable to any reasonably intelligent individual without a

specialization in international relations or Russian and Eurasian studies.

The absence of an English language Minsk sample created problems with comparing
the DAN and DoNi samples. | had no second coder to corroborate my categorization of the
articles. Finally, the chosen time samples determine to some extent what legitimation
strategies are present. The selection of the time samples by critical moments has the
disadvantage that they may not be a good representation of the whole. For example, including
the Avdiivka and Minsk samples may have caused ‘Security and Conflict’ to be
disproportionally present. However, the advantage is that it allowed me to examine a wider
array of legitimation strategies. The limitations described above are limitations inherent in
qualitative analysis and concern the questions of repeatability and objectivity. The benefit of
qualitative analysis is that it allows the researcher to explore the reasoning behind certain
actions. In the study of legitimation strategies, both methods are valuable. Quantitative for
understanding which strategies are used, and qualitative for how they are used. The research
presented in this thesis has been of a qualitative nature, as it has explored how legitimation
strategies as described in theoretical framework have been implemented in the DNR.
Therefore, the conclusions based on which strategies are most prominent in the DNR need to
be confirmed by quantitative research. Future research on the online presence of unrecognized
states could take a more quantitative direction. For example, it could use large N datasets to

examine to what extent unrecognized states differ in their online presence. Alternatively, it
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could develop in a qualitative direction and analyze the online output of unrecognized states

using methods such as discourse analysis.

9.3: Assessment of DNR Legitimation Strategies and their Implications

A tentative assessment to what extent the legitimation strategies of the DNR have been
successful is based on an understanding of which factors are most important in internal and
external legitimacy. Comparing the results of the research to the few opinion surveys that are
available such an assessment is possible. The DNR mainly legitimizes itself domestically by
emphasizing its role in protecting citizens from Ukraine and by discrediting Ukraine.
Internationally, the main strategy is also to discredit Ukraine. The most recent opinion poll of
residents of the DNR/LNR*% shows a deep distrust of the government in Kyiv. Moreover, the
respondents from the DNR/LNR are strongly in favor of having a special status, within
Ukraine (35%) or within Russia (33.1%) (Sasse 2017, 11-12, 14). Note how ‘an independent
country’ does not come out strongly. A poll done by the Donbas Think Tank in spring 2016 of
605 people in uncontrolled territory (the DNR) and 805 people in controlled territory
(Donetsk Oblast) is more focused on the issues people face. Asked what they were most
afraid of, 78% in the DNR mentioned the return of armed conflict to their place of residence.
As for the perception of where life is better, 33% answered in Ukraine while 49% said there
was no difference. Moreover, when asked to compare the governments readiness to listen to
the concerns of people, 43% of people in the DNR said the DNR did better, while 31% saw

no difference.

These answers touch upon the most prevalent legitimation strategies the DNR uses:
security, state building/regime performance, and democratization, corroborating my findings.
The second and third points fit with Gilley’s conceptualization of what factors are most
important for legitimacy. Regime performance and state building are essential parts of
legitimacy, and the DNR claims to provide both factors better than Ukraine. Democratization
is important for the DNR as an international legitimation strategy. However, it seems that as a
domestic strategy it may also work, although this may also be due to the poor performance of
the Ukrainian state on a local level in the Donbas. The emphasis on security may mean that if

1% This poll encompasses the whole of occupied territories. However, due to the similar situation the DNR and
LNR are in, opinions are likely to be similar.
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people are worried about their physical safety due to a threat of war, other factors of
legitimation become less important. In this scenario, providing security may be the most
effective legitimation strategy. Whether legitimation strategies have been successful in terms
of Beethams conceptualization of legitimacy is harder to establish. The DNR has not acquired
power according to the rules. Moreover, while they try to justify their power in terms of their
beliefs, they seem more focused on delegitimizing Ukraine. Consent is shown in elections, but
it is unclear to what extent this is genuine consent. Internationally the DNR seems to adhere to
Clarks theory that democracy has become an important part of external legitimacy. However,
there is no indication that the DNR has moved in the spectrum of acceptability of
unrecognized states (Berg and Toomla 2009). The recent elections after Zakharchenko’s death
were widely condemned by international society, and sanctions against Russia over the
Donbas are still in place. This is a worrying outcome for Ukraine because it means that
domestic legitimation strategies of the DNR may be successful to some extent. Internationally,
DNR legitimation strategies are less successful. However, this does not mean that people are
likely to choose life in an independent DNR over life in Russia, or life in Ukraine with a large

degree of autonomy.

The current conflict is unlikely to be solved without a Russian military withdrawal.
Nevertheless, in the meantime the government in Kyiv can take some steps to make eventual
reintegration easier. Attempts by Kyiv to reintegrate the parts of the Donbas controlled by the
DNR should acknowledge that in the past several years the attitudes of the residents of the
DNR may have changed. The longer the present situation continues, the harder reintegration
into Ukraine will be. Kyiv will need to convince the population of the DNR that reintegration
is positive for them by ensuring safety and stability. However, the grievances of DNR citizens
with the government in Kyiv cannot be solved only by a PR offensive. Rather, Ukraine should
be more careful with shelling of areas where people live. Moreover, it may have to guarantee
amnesty for those who cooperated with the DNR, as amnesty for the rebels is a key feature of
conflict resolution (Kudelia 2018). The Kyiv government should pay extra attention to issues
of regime performance and democratization in the parts of Donetsk oblast that it controls.
Kyiv should clearly demonstrate that people on their side of the contact line have a better life,
and that the authorities in Ukraine listen to the concerns of the local population. There is a
large amount of contact between the populations on both sides of the contact line. If people on
the Kyiv side enjoy an increase in safety and living standards, that information will reach
residents of the DNR. Considering DNR legitimation strategies rely on discrediting Ukraine,
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ensuring a better life for those in Ukraine may be the most powerful delegitimation strategy

Kyiv has at its disposal.

88



References:

Abibok, Julia. "Identity Policy in the Self-proclaimed Republics in East Ukraine." OSW. June

06, 2018. Accessed September 10, 2018. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-
commentary/2018-06-06/identity-policy-self-proclaimed-republics-east-ukraine.

Aseyev, Stanislav. "My Experiences Participating In The 'Primary Elections' Under Separatist
Occupation.”" RFE/RL. October 03, 2016. Accessed October 10, 2018.
https://pressroom.rferl.org/a/my-experiences-participating-in-the-primary-elections-under-

separatist-occupation-aseyev/29528185.html.

Ash, Timothy. "Goodbye, ATO: Ukraine officially changes name of Donbas war." Kyiv post.
March 15, 2017. Accessed March 14, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-

ed/timothy-ash-thoughts-Ukrainian-trade-blockade-eastern-donbas.html.

Aslund, Anders. "In Defense of Conspirology: A Rejoinder to Serhiy Kudelia's Anti-Political
Analysis of the Hybrid War in Eastern Ukraine."” PONARS Eurasia. September 30, 2014.
Accessed October 18, 2018. http://www.ponarseurasia.org/article/defense-conspirology-

rejoinder-serhiy-kudelias-anti-political-analysis-hybrid-war-eastern.

Axyonova, Vera, and Andrea Gawrich. "Regional Organizations and Secessionist Entities:
Analysing Practices of the EU and the OSCE in Post-Soviet Protracted Conflict
Areas." Ethnopolitics 17, no. 4 (2018): 408-25

Bachmann, Klaus, and Igor Lyubashenko. The Maidan Uprising, Separatism and Foreign
Intervention : Ukraine’s Complex Transition. Vol. 4. Frankfurt A.M.: Peter Lang GmbH,

Internationaler Verlag Der Wissenschaften, 2014.

Bakke, Linke, O'Loughlin, and Toal. "Dynamics of State-building after War: External-internal
Relations in Eurasian De Facto States.” Political Geography 63 (2018): 159-73.

89


https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2018-06-06/identity-policy-self-proclaimed-republics-east-ukraine
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2018-06-06/identity-policy-self-proclaimed-republics-east-ukraine
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/article/defense-conspirology-rejoinder-serhiy-kudelias-anti-political-analysis-hybrid-war-eastern
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/article/defense-conspirology-rejoinder-serhiy-kudelias-anti-political-analysis-hybrid-war-eastern

Bakke, Kristin M., John O'Loughlin, Gerard Toal, and Michael D. Ward. "Convincing State-
Builders? Disaggregating Internal Legitimacy in Abkhazia." International Studies Quarterly
58, no. 3 (2014): 591-607.

Beetham, David. The Legitimation of Power. 2nd ed. Political Analysis. 1991.

Berg, Eiki, and Kristel Vits. "Quest for Survival and Recognition: Insights into the Foreign
Policy Endeavours of the Post-Soviet De Facto States.” Ethnopolitics 17, no. 4 (2018): 390-
407.

Berg, Eiki, and Martin Molder. "Who Is Entitled to ‘earn Sovereignty'? Legitimacy and
Regime Support in Abkhazia and Nagorno-Karabakh." Nations and Nationalism 18, no. 3
(2012): 527-45.

Berg, Eiki. "Parent States versus Secessionist Entities: Measuring Political Legitimacy in
Cyprus, Moldova and Bosnia & Hercegovina." Europe-Asia Studies 64.7 (2012): 1271-296.
Web.

Berg, Eiki, and Raul Toomla. "Forms of Normalisation in the Quest for De Facto Statehood."
The International Spectator 44, no. 4 (2009): 27-45.

Birch, Sarah. "Post-Soviet Electoral Practices in Comparative Perspective." Europe-Asia
Studies 63, no. 4 (2011): 703-25.

Broers, Laurence. "Recognising Politics in Unrecognized States: 20 Years of Enquiry into the
De Facto States of the South Caucasus.” Caucasus Survey. 1.1 (2013): 59-74. Print.

90



Caspersen, Nina. "Degrees of Legitimacy: Ensuring Internal and External Support in the
Absence of Recognition." Geoforum. 66 (2015): 184-192. Print.

Caspersen, Nina. "Democracy, Nationalism and (lack Of) Sovereignty: The Complex
Dynamics of Democratization in Unrecognized States.” Nations and Nationalism 17, no. 2
(2011): 337-56.

Caspersen, Nina. "Playing the Recognition Game: External Actors and De Facto States."
International Spectator 44, no.4 (2009): 47-60. Print.

Caspersen, Nina. Unrecognized States : The Struggle for Sovereignty in the Modern
International System. Cambridge ; Malden, MA: Polity, 2012.

Caspersen, Nina. "Recognition, Status Quo or Reintegration: Engagement with De Facto
States." Ethnopolitics 17, no. 4 (2018): 373-89.

Clark, 1. (2007). International legitimacy and world society. Oxford [etc.]: Oxford University
Press.

Clem, Ralph S. "Clearing the Fog of War: public versus official sources and geopolitical
storylines in Russia-Ukraine conflict." Eurasian Geography and Economics 58, no. 6 (2017):
592-612.

Cohen, Michael. "Ukraine's Battle at Ilovaisk.” Army University Press. June 10, 2016.
Accessed March 09, 2018. http://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-

Review/Online-Exclusive/2016-Online-Exclusive-Articles/Ukraines-Battle-at-1lovaisk/#bio.

91



de Cordier, Bruno. ‘Ukraine’s Vendée War? A Look at the “Resistance Identity” of the
Donbas Insurgency’ Russian analytical digest, no. 198, (2017): 2-6.

Davies, Lance. "Russia’s ‘Governance’ Approach: Intervention and the Conflict in the

Donbas." Europe-Asia Studies 68, no. 4 (2016): 726-49.

Dempsey, Judy . "Judy Asks: Can the Minsk Agreement Succeed?" Judey Dempsey's
Strategic Europe. February 22, 2017. Accessed March 12, 2018.
http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/68084

ES, Marko. "Janus Putkonen and the Donbas DoNi-News - Disinformation and
Misrepresentation.” Human Rights in Ukraine. October 18, 2017. Accessed October 30, 2018.
http://khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1508187981

"Executive Order On recognising Documents Issued To Ukrainian Citizens And stateless
Persons Living In certain Districts Of Ukraine's Donetsk And Lugansk Regions.” President Of
Russia. February 18, 2017. Accessed October 23, 2018.
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/53895.

Fabry, Mikulas. "Unrecognized States and National Identity.” ALPPI Annual of Language
Politics and Politics of Identity X, no. 10 (2016): 19-30.

Fedorenko, Kostyantyn, Olena Rybiy, and Andreas Umland. "The Ukrainian Party System
before and after the 2013-2014 Maidan." Europe-Asia Studies 68, no. 4 (2016): 609-30.

Felter, Claire. “Somaliland: The Horn of Africa's Breakaway State.” Council on Foreign

Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 1 Feb. 2018, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/somaliland-

horn-africas-breakaway-state.

Ferguson, Jonathan, and N. R. Jenzen-Jones. 2014. Raising red flags: An examination of arms
& munitions in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. Armament Research Services (ARES). http://
armamentresearch.com/Uploads/Research%20Report%20N0.%203%20-
%20Raising%20Red%20 Flags.pdf

92


http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/53895
http://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/somaliland-horn-africas-breakaway-state
http://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/somaliland-horn-africas-breakaway-state

Weber, Gerth, Mills, Gerth, Hans H., and Mills, C.Wright. From Max Weber: Essays in
Sociology. International Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction 811131319. London
[etc.]: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, 1947.

Gilley, Bruce. The Right to Rule : How States Win and Lose Legitimacy. New York [etc.]:
Columbia University Press, 2009.

Goérecki, Wojciech. "Russia Recognises Donbas Separatists' Documents." OSW. February 22,
2017. Accessed October 23, 2018. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2017-02-

22/russia-recognises-donbas-separatists-documents.

Grytsenko, Oksana. "Survivors recall llovaisk massacre.” Kyiv post. September 3, 2014.
Accessed March 09, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-
ukraine/witnesses-tell-about-attacks-on-Ukrainian-soldiers-trying-to-leave-ilovaisk-at-least-
100-killed-363204.html.

Gutterman, Steve. "Interview: OSCE Says Russian Move Undermines Ukraine Peace
Efforts." RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty. February 19, 2017. Accessed October 31, 2018.
https://www.rferl.org/a/osce-says-Russian-move-undermines-ukraine-peace-
efforts/28318525.html.

Haukkala, Hiski. "From cooperative to contested Europe? The conflict in Ukraine as a
culmination of a long-term crisis in EU-Russia relations." Journal of Contemporary
European Studies23, no. 1 (2015): 25-40.

Hsieh, Hsiu-Fang, and Sarah E Shannon. "Three Approaches to Qualitative Content
Analysis." Qualitative Health Research 15, no. 9 (2005): 1277-288.

93



Hoffmann, Thomas and Chochia, Archil: The Institution of Citizenship and Practices of
Passportization in Russia’s European Neighborhood Policies. In Hoffmann, T (Ed.),
Makarychev, A. (Ed.). (2019). Russia and the EU. London: Routledge.

Hurrelmann, Achim, Steffen Schneider, and Jens Steffek. Legitimacy in an Age of Global

Politics. Transformations of the State. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

Ishiyama, and Batta. "The Emergence of Dominant Political Party Systems in Unrecognized
States." Communist and Post-Communist Studies 45, no. 1-2 (2012): 123-30.

Ishchenko, Volodymyr. "Far Right Participation in the Ukrainian Maidan Protests: An
Attempt of Systematic Estimation." European Politics and Society 17, no. 4 (2016): 453-72.

Judah, Tim. "Ukraine: A Catastrophic Defeat.” The New York Review of Books. September
05, 2014. Accessed March 09, 2018. http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2014/09/05/ukraine-

catastrophic-defeat/.

Katchanovski, Ivan. "The Separatist War in Donbas: A Violent Break-up of Ukraine? 1."
European Politics and Society 17, no. 4 (2016): 473-89.

Kemp, W. 2005. "Selfish determination: the questionable ownership of autonomy movements."
Ethnopolitics 4, no 1 (2005): 85-104.

Ker-Lindsay, James. "The Stigmatisation of De Facto States: Disapproval and ‘Engagement
without Recognition’." Ethnopolitics 17, no. 4 (2018): 362-72.

King, Charles. "The Benefits of Ethnic War: Understanding Eurasia's Unrecognized States."
World Politics 53, no. 4 (2001): 524-52.

94



Kostanyan, Hrant, and Artem Remizov. "The Donbas Blockade: Another Blow to the Minsk
Peace Process.” Centre for European Policy Studies. June 06, 2017. Accessed October 19,
2018. https://www.ceps.eu/publications/donbas-blockade-another-blow-minsk-peace-process.

Kopecek, Vincenc, Toméas Hoch, and Vladimir Baar. "De Facto States and Democracy: The
Case of Abkhazia." Bulletin of Geography. Socio-economic Series 32, no. 32 (2016): 85-104.

Kolstg, Pal, and Helge Blakkisrud. "Living with Non-recognition: State- and Nation-building
in South Caucasian Quasi-states." Europe-Asia Studies 60, no. 3 (2008): 483-509.

Kramer, Andrew E., and David. "Ukrainian Soldiers' Retreat From Eastern Town Raises
Doubt for Truce." The New York Times. February 18, 2015. Accessed March 12, 2018.

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/19/world/europe/ukraine-conflict-debaltseve.html.

Kudelia, Serhiy. "Domestic Sources of the Donbas Insurgency.” PonarsEuarasia - Policy
Memos. December 09, 2015. Accessed October 18, 2018.

http://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/domestic-sources-donbas-insurgency.

Kudelia, Serhiy, and Maria Lipman. “Ways to End the Conflict in Ukraine's Donbas: an
Interview with Serhiy Kudelia.” OpenDemocracy, 2 Oct. 2018, www.opendemocracy.net/od-

russia/maria-lipman-serhiy-kudelia/ways-to-end-the-conflict-in-ukraines-donbas.

Kuzio, Taras. "Rise and Fall of the Party of Regions Political Machine." Problems of Post-
Communism 62, no. 3 (2015): 174-86.

Lamant, Ludovic. "Euro MPs Fear Growing Influence of Russian Rouble in Europe.”
Mediapart. December 07, 2014. Accessed November 01, 2018.

https://www.mediapart.fr/en/journal/france/071214/euro-mps-fear-growing-influence-

Russian-rouble-europe.

95


https://www.ceps.eu/publications/donbas-blockade-another-blow-minsk-peace-process
https://www.mediapart.fr/en/journal/france/071214/euro-mps-fear-growing-influence-russian-rouble-europe
https://www.mediapart.fr/en/journal/france/071214/euro-mps-fear-growing-influence-russian-rouble-europe

Lynch, Don. "Separatist states and post-Soviet conflicts.” International affairs 78, no. 4
(2002): 831-848.

Lyman, Rick. “Ukraine City at War's Edge Clings to Arts.” The New York Times, The New
York Times, 4 Feb. 2015, www.nytimes.com/2015/02/05/world/europe/cultural-life-goes-on-

in-donetsk-war-permitting.html.

Malyarenko, Tetyana, and David J. Galbreath. "Paramilitary Motivation in Ukraine: Beyond
Integration and Abolition.” Southeast European and Black Sea Studies16, no. (2016): 1-26.

Matveeva, Anna. "No Moscow stooges: identity polarization and guerrilla movements in
Donbass." Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 16, no. 1 (2016): 25-50.

Mcconnell, Moreau, and Dittmer. "Mimicking State Diplomacy: The Legitimizing Strategies
of Unofficial Diplomacies." Geoforum 43, no. 4 (2012): 804-14.

Mearsheimer, John J. "Why the Ukraine crisis is the West's fault: the liberal delusions that
provoked Putin." Foreign Aff. 93 (2014): 77.

Mincheva, Yuliia. "How's DNR Economy Doing." VoxUkraine. March 24, 2017. Accessed

October 19, 2018. https://voxukraine.org/en/hows-dnr-economy-doing-en/.

Morris, Chris. "Crimea referendum: Voters 'back Russia union'." BBC News. March 16, 2014.
Accessed March 08, 2018. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-26606097

Nagashima, Toru. "Russia’s Passportization Policy toward Unrecognized Republics:
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and Transnistria." Problems of Post-Communism (2017): 1-14.

Nimmo, Ben. "Three Thousand Fake Tanks How a Network of Conspiracy Sites Spread a
Fake Story about US Reinforcements in Europe.” Medium. January 12, 2017. Accessed

96


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/05/world/europe/cultural-life-goes-on-in-donetsk-war-permitting.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/05/world/europe/cultural-life-goes-on-in-donetsk-war-permitting.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-26606097

November 01, 2018. https://medium.com/@DFR Lab/three-thousand-fake-tanks-
575410c4f64d.

O Beachain, Donnacha, Giorgio Comai, and Ann Tsurtsumia-Zurabashvili. "The Secret Lives
of Unrecognized States: Internal Dynamics, External Relations, and Counter-recognition
Strategies.” Small Wars & Insurgencies 27, no. 3 (2016): 440-66.

Ojala, Markus, and Mervi Pantti. "Naturalising the New Cold War: The Geopolitics of
Framing the Ukrainian Conflict in Four European Newspapers." Global Media and
Communication 13, no. 1 (2017): 41-56.

O'loughlin, John, Vladimir Kolossov, Gerard Toal. "Inside Abkhazia: Survey of attitudes in a
de facto state." Post-Soviet Affairs 27, no. 1 (2011): 1-36.

O’loughlin, John, Vladimir Kolossov, and Gerard Toal. "Inside the post-Soviet de facto states:
a comparison of attitudes in Abkhazia, Nagorny Karabakh, South Ossetia, and

Transnistria." Eurasian Geography and Economics 55, no. 5 (2014): 423-456.

"Package of Measures for the Implementation of the Minsk agreements.” Package of
Measures for the Implementation of the Minsk agreements | OSCE. February 12, 2015.
Accessed March 12, 2018. https://www.osce.org/cio/140156.

Peter, Fabienne. "Political Legitimacy." Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. April 24, 2017.
Accessed February 19, 2018. https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legitimacy/#DesNorConLeg

Ponamorenko, llya. "Goodbye, ATO: Ukraine officially changes name of Donbas war." Kyiv
post. February 20, 2018. Accessed March 14, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-
politics/goodbye-ato-hello-taking-measures-ensure-national-security-defense-repulsing-

deterring-armed-aggression-Russian-federation-donetsk-luhansk-oblasts.html.

97


https://medium.com/@DFRLab/three-thousand-fake-tanks-575410c4f64d
https://medium.com/@DFRLab/three-thousand-fake-tanks-575410c4f64d
https://www.osce.org/cio/140156
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legitimacy/#DesNorConLeg

Portnikov, Vitaliy. "Why Are the "heroes of Russian Spring™” Blowing Up? |." Euromaidan
Press. February 08, 2017. Accessed October 26, 2018.

http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/02/08/why-are-the-heroes-of-the-Russian-spring-blowing-

upl.

Rauta, Vladimir. "Proxy agents, auxiliary forces, and sovereign defection: assessing the
outcomes of using non-state actors in civil conflicts.” Southeast european and Black Sea
studies 16, no. 1 (2016): 91-111.

"Report on Results of a Research on the Donetsk Region_public Version.pdf."

Donbasthinktank. 2016. Accessed November 07, 2018.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B10PzQMUUIHRY 1JfdXNrb3ZIWW8/view.

Richards, Rebecca, and Robert Smith. "Playing in the Sandbox: State Building in the Space of
Non-recognition.” Third World Quarterly 36, no. 9 (2015): 1717-735.

Robinson, Paul. "Russia’s Role in the War in Donbas, and the Threat to European Security.”
European Politics and Society 17, no. 4 (2016): 506-21.

Rothstein, Bo. "Creating political legitimacy: Electoral democracy versus quality of
government.” American behavioral scientist 53, no. 3 (2009): 311-330.

Saikkonen, Inga A-L. "Electoral Mobilization and Authoritarian Elections: Evidence from
Post-Soviet Russia." Government And Opposition 52, no. 1 (2017): 51-74.

Sakwa, Richard. Frontline Ukraine: crisis in the borderlands. IB Tauris, 2014.

Saldana, Johnny. Fundamentals of Qualitative Research. Oxford University Press, USA, 2011.

98


http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/02/08/why-are-the-heroes-of-the-russian-spring-blowing-up/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/02/08/why-are-the-heroes-of-the-russian-spring-blowing-up/

Sasse, Gwendolyn . "The Donbas — Two parts, or still one? The experience of war through the
eyes of the regional population.” ZOIS. February 2017. Accessed February 19, 2018.
https://www.zois-berlin.de/publikationen/zois-report/the-donbas-two-parts-or-still-one/.

Shandra, Alya, and Euromaidan Press. ""DNR's" Propaganda Apparatus Exposed. Part 1:
"Russophobe, get Him out of Donetsk"." Euromaidan Press. August 29, 2016. Accessed
October 23, 2018. http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/08/05/hack-reveals-how-dnr-denied-
accreditation-to-disloyal-journalists/.

Souleimanov, Emil Aslan, Eduard Abrahamyan, and Huseyn Aliyev. "Unrecognized States as
a Means of Coercive Diplomacy? Assessing the Role of Abkhazia and South Ossetia in
Russia’s Foreign Policy in the South Caucasus." Southeast European and Black Sea Studies
18, no. 1 (2018): 73-86.

Starink, Laura. "Wie Is De Baas in De Donbas?" Raam Op Rusland. April 01, 2016. Accessed
October 17, 2018. https://www.raamoprusland.nl/dossiers/oekraine/55-wie-is-de-baas-in-de-

donbas.

Suslov, Mikhail. "The Production of ‘Novorossiya’: A Territorial Brand in Public Debates."
Europe-Asia Studies 69, no. 2 (2017): 202-21.

Swearer, H. "THE FUNCTIONS OF SOVIET LOCAL ELECTIONS." Midwest Journal of
Political Science 5, no. 2 (1961): 129-49.

Terentieva, Mariia. "They Who Must Not Be Blamed for Watching the Tales: Russian
Propaganda in Ukraine." New Eastern Europe. January 10, 2018. Accessed October 17, 2018.

http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/01/05/must-not-blamed-watching-tales-Russian-propaganda-

ukraine/.

99


http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/08/05/hack-reveals-how-dnr-denied-accreditation-to-disloyal-journalists/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/08/05/hack-reveals-how-dnr-denied-accreditation-to-disloyal-journalists/
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/01/05/must-not-blamed-watching-tales-russian-propaganda-ukraine/
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/01/05/must-not-blamed-watching-tales-russian-propaganda-ukraine/

Toal, Gerard, and John O’Loughlin. "*Why Did MH17 Crash?’: Blame Attribution,
Television News and Public Opinion in Southeastern Ukraine, Crimea and the De Facto
States of Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Transnistria." Geopolitics (2017): 1-35.

"Ukraine and Russia are both trapped by the war in Donbas.” The Economist. May 25, 2017.
Accessed March 14, 2018. https://www.economist.com/news/europe/21722677-minsk-2-

peace-agreement-sham-neither-side-can-pull-out-ukraine-and-russia-are-both.

"Ukraine crisis in maps.” BBC News. February 18, 2015. Accessed March 08, 2018.
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27308526

"Ukraine Conflict: Russia Rejects New Donetsk Rebel 'state’.” BBC News. July 19, 2017.
Accessed October 18, 2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40653913.

"Ukrainian Separatists Opening Mission in Helsinki." Yle Uutiset. May 7, 2014. Accessed
October 10, 2018.
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/UKkrainian_separatists_opening_mission_in_helsinki/722681
8.

van Rompuy, Herman, and Jose Manuel Barroso. "Joint statement on Crimea by President of
the European Council Herman Van Rompuy and President of the European Commission José
Manuel Barroso™ Consilium.europa.eu. March 16, 2014. Accessed March 08, 2018.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/141566.pdf.

Vernon, Will. "Ukraine rebels hold referendums in Donetsk and Luhansk."” BBC News. May
11, 2014. Accessed March 08, 2018. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27360146.

de Waal, Thomas. "Enhancing the EU's Engagement With Separatist Territories." Carnegie
Europe. January 17, 2017. Accessed November 01, 2018.
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2017/01/17/enhancing-eu-s-engagement-with-separatist-territories-
pub-67694.

100


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40653913
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27360146

Walker, Shaun. "Donetsk Opera House: Tanks on the Street but the Show Must Go on.” The
Guardian. February 02, 2015. Accessed November 06, 2018.
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2015/feb/02/donetsk-opera-ukraine-show-must-go-on.

Wilson, Andrew. "The Donbas in 2014: Explaining Civil Conflict Perhaps, but Not Civil
War." Europe-Asia Studies 68, no. 4 (2016): 631-52.

Zaslavsky, Victor, and Robert J. Brym. "The Functions of Elections in the USSR." Soviet
Studies 30, no. 3 (1978): 362-71.

Marwuoc, Anaronuii, and okcana genucosa. "Anaronuit Maruoc: I'nbpuaHas BoiiHa
MOpOXKIaeT cTpariHbie ruopuaHbie mocienacTeus." ZN.ua. October 09, 2015. Accessed

November 08, 2018. https://zn.ua/internal/anatoliy-matios-gibridnaya-voyna-porozhdaet-

strashnye-qibridnye-posledstviya- .html.

101


https://zn.ua/internal/anatoliy-matios-gibridnaya-voyna-porozhdaet-strashnye-gibridnye-posledstviya-_.html
https://zn.ua/internal/anatoliy-matios-gibridnaya-voyna-porozhdaet-strashnye-gibridnye-posledstviya-_.html

Appendix |

This appendix contains all the titles of the articles in Russian language sample. Without
exception, they are taken from www.dan-news.info. All articles were downloaded and

converted into PDFs in September 2018.

Minsk Russian Time sample (10-12 February 2015)

10 of February 2015

Time

Title

9:55

3a cytku B JloHelke noj oocTpenamMu
TOruOJIM 1BA MUPHBIX XKUTENs, 12 paHeHBl —
MIpUs

10:59

YkpauHckue cuiioBuky 37 pas 3a HOYb
oOcTtpensun HaceneHHubie MyHkTel JJHP —
MuHOOGOPOHBI

11:34

Lentpy axcTpennon meanomowu JJHP ve
xBaTaeT 700 cCOTpyAHHUKOB, IONIOJHEHUS
XKAYT 4€pe3 HECKOJIBKO MECSLICB

12:11

baranbon «A3oB» arakoai lllupokuno nox
MapuyrnosneM, ONoJT4YeHUE yAEPKUBACT
03U — MHUHOOOPOHBI

12:15

VYKpanHCKHE CUIIOBUKHU LIEJIECHAIIPABICHHO
BeITyCTHIN «Touky-Y» mo JloHeuky —
Muno6opons! IHP

12:19

VYKpauHCKHEe CUJIOBUKH MOTEPSIIN 32 HOUb 42
9eioBeKa YOUTHIMU M PAaHEHBIMU —
MuHOGOPOHBI

13:21

Hogele orpannuenus Ha npoaaxy OUIETOB
«YKp3aau3HbILN» HE CKAXYTCs HA CUTYallUX
B /IHP — MunTtpasnc

13:27

Coo6menne Muncssizu JJTHP o
¢dopmupoBanuu peecrpa UT-npennpusituit

13:51

Ha Jlens nonopa B nonenxoit LII'Kb nHomep 1
coOpasioch BTpoe 0OJIbIIIE YHaCTHUKOB, YEM
KTAITA MEJTUKHU

14:41

10 despans B 19:30 6pudunr
3amkomkopiycom MO JIHP Dnyapaa
BACYPHUHA

15:33

OO6MeHa TIIICHHBIMH MEX]Ty OTTOTYCHHEM
JAHP u BCY ceroans He OyaeT — oMOyIcMeH
JIHP

15:49

B JIHP BeIcTpauBaroTcs ouepeau Ha
MOOWIH3aITMIO B onordeHue (hoTo)

16:17

B3peiBorexnuku MUC o6e3Bpeanu 8
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aneMeHToB PC30 «I'pag» u «Yparan» B
Honeuke, I'opnoBke 1 MakeeBke

16:35

KonrakTHas rpynna B MUHCKE BCTPETUTCS
nociie 18:00 — MUJI benopyccun

19:16

[IpencraBurens JJHP Ha MupHbIx
neperoBopax Jlenuc Ilymmnmua npudsu1 B
MUHCK M 0)KHJIaeT Hayajla BCTPEUYH

19:32

O6ctpen KpamaTopcka — npoBokarus BCY,
HaIpaBJICHHAs Ha JUCKPEIUTALUIO
OTIOJTYEeHUS, 3asBWiIM B MunoO6opounsr IHP

20:53

B MuHcke Hauyanack BcTpeda KoHTakTHOM
TPYIIBI

21:00

Odunepsr BCY 6pocatot cBon
MO/IPA3/ICIICHUS U CKPBIBAIOTCS U3
JlebanbrieBo — Muno6opons! JIHP

21:02

Muno6opons! JIHP pacnonaraer 1aHHbIMH,
yto BCY rorosat Hactynnenue Ha JloHenk

21:04

Onomyenne JIHP 3aH:510 BCe BBICOTBI BOKPYT
JlebanbrieBo — Muno6opons! JIHP

21:28

Buumanue! Otmena yrpennero 6pudunra.
11 ¢espans B 19:30 Beuepuuii Opudunr
3amkoMkopniycom MO JIHP Dnyapna
BACYPUHA

23:01

B MuHncke 3aBepimiach BCTpeda
KoHTaKkTHOM rpymnsl 10 yperyIupOBaHHUIO
cutyanuu B Jlonbacce

23:05

JIHP n JIHP nepenann unenam KontakTHOU
IPYIIIBI IPEIIOKEHUS 10 MUPHOMY
yperyaupoBannto — [lymvia

23:26

CoBmMmecTHOE 3asaBiieHue noanpenos JJHP u
JIHP B KonTakTHOM rpynne /leHnca
[Tymwinaa u Biiagucnasa JleitHero

23:37

O npekpaleHuy OrHs M0Ka TOBOPUTH PAHO
— Ilymmnun

11% of February 2015

Time

Title

01:04

Bozo6HoBNEeHUE TeperoBopoB B MUHCKE
OyJeT 3aBUCETh OT TOTOBHOCTH, IIPEKIC
BCETO, YKpauHbl AaTh OTBET HA
npennoxenus JJHP u JIHP — [Tymunun

9:17

BCYVY nanecnu yaap no uentpy Jlonenxa,
CHapsA[ 1nomnan B aproctanuuio «Llentp», rae
HaXO0AUJIO0Ch OO0JIBIIOE KOJTMYECTBO JIFOJEH

9:57

B pesynberare obctpena cranmuu «LleHTp» B
JloHelke paHeHbl KAK MUHUMYM 9 4eoBEK

10:12

OO6cTpen aBTocTanIuu B JloHerke ObUT
CIUIAHUPOBAHHOU JUBEPCUEH —
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Muno6oponsr J[HP

10:38

YKpauHCKU€ CUIIOBUKU MTOTEPSUIM 32 HOUb 35
YeJIOBEK YOUTBIMU M PaHEHBIMU —
Muno6opons! IHP

11:15

Muntpanc IHP nonpocun OBCE
paccienoBatb 00CTpeI Kele3HOI0POKHUKOB
YKPaMHCKUMH CUJIOBUKAMU

11:52

KeprBamu oO6CTpesia aBTOCTAHIIUU B
JloHellke cTanu miecTh YeJIOBEK, BOCEMb
paneHsl — MuH31paB

12:15

B noneukyto aBroctanuuio «LlenTp» noman
cHapsia kanuopa 152 mm — Map Jlonenka

12:31

Ha 6aze MB/I JIHP co3nan mta6 6picTporo
pearupoBaHusi Ha 00CTPEIbI U AUBEPCUU

13:19

O6wmen mennsiMu Mexy JIHP u BCY
OTJIOKEH U3-32 OIOPOKPATHUYECKHUX
TPYAHOCTEHN C YKPAMHCKOM CTOPOHBI

14:14

B pe3ynbrare cerogHsmHux o0CTpenoB B
Jonenke nmoru0nu 5 yenoBek, 8§ paHeHbl —
JTAHHbIE MAPUU

14:34

B Jlonenke n MakeeBke 00€3BpEKEHBI
HEepa30pBaBLIMECS CHAPSABI U (PPArMEHTHI
paker — MUYC JIHP

14:47

Tparenust Ha aBTOCTaHIMK OKOHYATEJIbHO
poeMOHCTpUpoBaia 6e3pasnnune Kuesa k
JKU3HSIM MUPHBIX rpaxaan — MU/

14:53

CooOuienrie MuHucTepeTBa Tpyaa u
connosmtuku JJHP o BeimnaTax
KOMITIEHCAIMI MTOCTPAJaBIINM OT BOCHHBIX
JEUCTBUN

17:18

JIHP obGecnieuena 0CHOBHBIMU
MEAMKaMEHTAMH Ha HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB
Brepe — MuH3pas

18:01

B JIHP otkazanuck oT B3UMaHust
TaMOXEHHBIX COOPOB HA UMITOPTHPYEMBIE

HIPOJYKTHI

19:51

Omnomnuenue IHP otpasuo 3a nens 6 atak
BCY B Jlebanb1ieBo, KOJIbII0 BOKPYT TOpoia
ykperusiercs — Muno6oponsr JJHP

19:57

bonee 2 Teicsiy 300 yKpanHCKUX CHIIOBUKOB
MOru0JIM 3a MoceHue 25 CyTOK —
Muno6opons! IHP

20:03

VYkpaunckue cunoBuku 6osee 30 pa3 3a 1eHb
obcTpensun HaceneHHbie MyHKTel JJHP —
MuHOOGOPOHBI

20:17

12 ¢espains B 10:00 6pudunr
3amkoMmkopriycom MO JIHP Dnyapna
BACYPUHA

20:25

OpranuzoBanHas 3Bakyanus u3 J[ebanbiieBo
B JIHP octanoBmiiace, KnueB He uner
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HaBcTpeuy /loneuky — bacypun

20:26

KonrakTHas rpynna no Ykpaune
B0O300HOBMJIA paboTy B MUHCKE

21:33

[TonHo€ MmoAMTHYECKOE YPETyIHUpPOBaHNE
KOH(IMKTA ¢ YKpauHOU BO3MOXKHO, €CITH 3Ta
cTpaHa OyAeT UMeTh BHEOJIOKOBBIHA CTATyC —
[Tymunun

22:47

B Gonpauiry Ne 20 Jlonemnka momnan cHapsia
BCY —MUC

23:21

B neperoBopax KoHTakTHOM IpynIibl €CTh
II0JIO’KUTENbHBIC OABIKKY — [lymmnun

12th of February 2015

Time

Title

05:30

B JIHP ormeuaroT 97 net co aHs co3aaHus
Jlonenko-KpuBoposxckoit pecryOanku

10:09

YKpanHCKue CUIIOBUKH 55 pa3 3a CyTKH
oOcTpensiin HaceneHHble myHKTol JJHP —
MuH00OpOHBI

10:15

Hanucrckuii 6atanboH «A30B» MelIaer
9BaKyallud MUPHOI'O HACEICHMS IOCENKa
HIupokuHo — Muno6oponsl IHP

10:25

Ha Brixone u3 Jle6anbIieBcKoro KoTiia B
CTOPOHY YKpauHbl CUJIOBUKOB JKIyT
3arpagotpsasl — MunoOopons! JIHP

11:08

Hous B JloHelKe mpoluia Hanps>KeHHO,
yTPOM KaHOHaJ[a MPOJI0JIKAETCS] — MIPHS

12:18

B MuHcke 3akiiroueHa JOrOBOPEHHOCTh O
npekpaiieHuu orus ¢ 15 ¢espanst — [lytun

12:43

B ciiyuae Hapymenust KueBoM JOCTUTHYTBIX
JIOTOBOPEHHOCTEN HOBBIX COTJIAILIEHUM HE
oyner — I'maBa JIHP 3axapuenko

13:24

B JloHelke yupexxaeHo ropoacKoe
otnenenne «Monoaoi PeciyOnuku»

13:38

12 despans B 19:30 BeuepHuii Opuduur
3amkomkopiycom MO JIHP Dnyapaa
BACYPHUHA

13:49

B Jlonelke Hayasioch npa3aHoBaHue 97-
nerusi Jloneuko-Kpusopoxxckoit PecriyOnuku

14:09

B JIHP co3nman npodcoro3
METaJLTyprHUeCcKOi ¥ TOPHOI00BIBAIOIIEH
MMPOMBIINIJICHHOCTH

15:38

YKpauHCKHEe CUJIOBUKH OOCTpEIsTn
Kyi6simeBckuit paiion Jlonenka — mapust
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16:07

Cotnu rpaxaan JJHP BbIuIM Ha MUTHHT B
yecTb 97-nerus Jlonenko-KpuBoposxckoit
PecryOnmku

17:29

VYcraHoBneHHBIM B MUHCKE CPOK
0CBOOOXKICHUS TUICHHBIX peatieH st JJHP,
HO 3arpynHureneH 11 Kuesa — MoposoBsa

17:33

Kues ynepxuaet 580 nmnennsix u3 JHP,
emte 1500 gemoBek mpomnanu 6e3 BecTd —
Mopo3oBa

17:52

30Ha BelaHus UQPPOBOrO TEICBUACHUS
JHP oxBatuina peruon ot BosHoBaxu 10
Kpamaropcka — MuHcBs3H

18:50

[Typrun oO6Ccyau1 HCTOPUUECKOE HACIIeTUe
Honenko-KpuBoposkckoi Pecriy6ommku ¢
BHYKOM ApTema u nucarenem Bragumupom
Kopaunosim

19:13

13 deBpans B 10:00 6pudunr
3amkoMkoprycom MO JITHP Dnyapna
BACYPUHA u munuctpa obpazoBanus JIHP
Hropss KOCTEHKA

19:25

Peanuzanus noAanucaHHoro B MuHcke
COTJIAIICHUS TaCT BO3MOYKHOCTh
MHOTOKPATHO HapaCTUTh [TOCTABKU
rymmomontu B Jlonbacc — [[YB

19:39

Kuesy crnenyer neMOHCTpUpPOBATH HE TOJIBKO
HaBBIKU Pa3pyLIEHUs, HO U CO3UIaHUS —
1IYB

19:47

BCY B JlebanbiieBo Ae30praHu30BaHbl U
10/1aBJIEHBI, BCE TOMBITKU IPOPBATh
OKpy’keHHe Oe3ycnemHbl — MUHOOOPOHBI

20:01

Onomuenue JIHP cnemaeT Bce ms
npekpaieHus oras — bacypun

20:05

3a cytku BCY notepsinu 127 yenosex
yOUTBIMU, 32 BpeMsl aKTUBHOU (ha3bl 3MMHUX
60eB — moutu 2400 JetoBeK, 3asIBUIIHN B
MuHOOGOPOHBI

21:18

JHonbacc ceiuac 60peTcst HE TOJIBKO 3a CBOU
npaBa, HO U 3a IIpaBa BCeX JKUTeNel
Ykpanns! — [Ilymunun

Primaries Russian time sample (1-3 October 2016)

15t of October 2016

| Time

| Title
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5:30

B JIHP vactynui «JleHb THIIMHBD) TIEpe
nepBeIMU B uctopuu Jlonbacca npaiimepus

7:38

BCY nakanyHe nepBoro pa3BeieHus CUil
MIPUMEHUITU TSAKEIO0E BOOPYKEHHUE MPU
obctpene repputopun JIHP — ncrounmk

9:52

B Jlonenike Havanack niepenava OrouieTeHei
JUIS TIpaiiMepu3 y4acTKOBBIM
I/ISGI/IpaTeHBHBIM KOMHUCCHUAM

10:00

AxTuBuCcTH «Monoaoit Pecriybmukuy 3a Tpu
Mecslla MOMOTJIM BOCCTAHOBUTH 16 TOMOB B
IpUQPOHTOBOM MOCEIIKE

10:44

B cene IlerpoBckoe k rory ot [loHenka
Hayayiachk MOATrOTOBKA K IIEPBOMY
pa3sBEICHUIO CHJI M CPEJCTB

11:08

VYKpauHCKas CTOpOHa CopBaJia pa3BeIeHUE
cun B [lerpoBckom — CIIKK

13:03

JIHP 3aBepimmia oTBOM CUII U CPEJICTB B
paiione 3oiororo — JINI]

13:05

VYKpauHCKue CHIIOBUKHU 3a CYTKH no4tH 180
pa3 ooctpensiu JIHP, 3asBwim B
KoMaHoBaHuu PecniyOonuku

14:10

[Tymunue B paMkax caadr HOpM «I'0TOB K
Tpyay u obopone» 50 pa3 moaHsuI rupio B 16

KT ($oTO)

14:12

I'maBa JIHP opranuzoBan yueHukam
AMBPOCHEBCKOH IIKOJIBI-MHTEPHATA MMOE3/IKY
B JIOHCIIKHI TUIAHETAPUI U aKBaIapk

15:14

1 oxTs10pst B 16:30 6pudpunr
3aMKOMAaHYIOIIEr0 ONEePATUBHBIM
koManoBanueM /IHP Dnyapna
BACYPUHA

16:37

IIpaiimepus B JIHP okaxxyT BausHuE Ha
MTOJIMTUYECKYI0 CUTYallHIo BO Bcer EBpone

16:41

MesxayHapoaHble HaOIr0AaTeNn! B 1€Hb
npaiiMepu3 HaMepeHbl MOObIBATH HA
MaKCHUMaJIbHOM KOJINYECTBE YYaCTKOB

16:46

BCY 3a cyTku OTKpbIBaIM OIOHB IO
Tepputopuu 9 HaceneHHbIX MyHKTOB JJHP —
bacypun

16:49

Pa3senxa JIHP coobmuna 06 ycuinenun
no3unuii BCY tankamu, BMII
ABTOMOOWIISIMH C OoenpunacaMmu

16:51

Cuner JIHP pa3BepHyn nosieBble KyXHH IS
xutenelt npudpoHToBbix JlokydyaeBcka,
3aiinieBo, OKTS0PHCKOTO

21:27

Jonenkas grmapMoHust oTMeTHIIA 85-TIeTHe
KOHIIEPTOM U CHElTallleHueM
XyJI0)KECTBEHHBIX MMOYTOBBIX KOHBEPTOB
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2"d of October 2016

Time

Title

00:00

B Jlon6acce BriepBbIe B HICTOPUHU MTPOUIET
IIPEIBAPUTEIILHOE O0IIECTBEHHOE
rOJIOCOBAaHUE

7:50

Oxoioru JJHP Hayanm BOCCTaHOBJICHHE
JIeCOB B paiioHe Jierenaapuon Cayp-Morusbl

8:16

B JloHenke OTKpbUINCH H30UpaTenbHbIe
y4acTKH, epBbie B uctopuu Jlonbacca
IpaliMepu3 Ha4alIuCh

8:26

BpUK 3asBuna, uto nepssie B [lonbacce
npaiMepu3 Hayaauch 0e3 HapylIeHUH

8:46

BCY Boinyctrim noutu 80 apTcHapsa0B U
MUH 110 OKpanHaMm SlcnHoBaTou u 1'opiioBKu
— UCTOYHHUK

9:40

B cene IleTpoBckom npucTynsr K
pasBesieHuIo cuil 3 OKTsI0psi — MUHOOOPOHBI
JIHP

11:00

Mbp Jlonenka Ha nepsbix B ucropun /IHP
npaiiMepu3 «I1porosocosai 3a oyayuiee
PecryGmmkum»

11:08

3axapuyeHKO MPHUHST y4acTUe B TIEPBOM B
ucropuu Jlonbacca nmpeaBapuTeIIbHOM
rOJIOCOBAaHUHU

11:13

[IpaBonopsinok Ha nparimepus B JJHP
oOecmeunBarot 0oitee 900 moNMUIEHCKUX —
MB/]

11:23

Obpamenue ['massl JITHP 3axapuenko k
xutensMm PecriyOnnku

11:37

[Ipaiimepun3 Mpu3BaHbI BHICTPOUTH
UJeaIbHYI0 CUCTEMY U30MPATEILHOTO
npouecca — 3axapyeHKo

12:08

Bbonee 124 toic. uzbupareneit
IIPOroJI0coBaso Ha npaimepus k 12:00 —
BpHK

12:43

WHuocTpaHHble HAOMIO1ATENN 32 IEPBBIE
YeThIPE Yaca roJIOCOBaHUS Ha MpaliMeEPU3 HE
BBISIBUJIM HAPYIIEHUI

13:00

2 okTs16ps B 14.00 6pudunr
3aMKOMAaHYIOILIET0 ONepaTUuBHBIM
komannoBanuem JJHP Dayapna
BACYPUHA (AJIPEC USMEHEH)

13:06

[Ipaiimepus — ato mar k ceoboxae onbacca,
3as4BUJI OAVH U3 KaHAUJATOB HaA ITOCT MdApa
JHonenka Aprem CepaiokoB

13:08

O0pa3oBaHNUIO HYKHbI YUUTENsI-yHUBEPCAIbI,
KOMIIETEHTHBIE BO MHOTHX HayKax
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13:39

B npudponToBoii 30He JloHernka Hanboaee
AKTUBHO T'OJIOCYET MOJIOJIEKb — IUPEKTOP
IIKOJIBI ITOCENKA A3OTHBII

14:11

Passenka JIHP coobumna 06 ycunenuu
no3uiuii BCY tankamu, BMII n
WHOCTPAaHHBIMH HAa€MHUKaAMHU

14:14

DOTO: Kurtenu nprudpOHTOBOTO
Kyii0bleBckoro paiioHa npuiLIg Ha
npaitmepn3-2016

14:19

Komannosanue JIHP 3asBuin0 0 noiaxoun
TOTOBHOCTH K Pa3BEACHUIO CUJ B
IletrpoBckoM 3 OKTSIOps

14:21

Komanngosanue JIHP 3asBuno o6
oboctpenuu curyanuu Ha ¢pponte, BCY 3a
CYTKHU OTKPBIBAJIA OTOHb 269 pa3

14:22

JIBoe OorinoB JIHP moruGiu, ee oaua
paHEeH 3a CYTKHU B pe3yjbTaTe 00CTPENoB CO
ctoponbl BCY — bacypun

14:24

Bepnysuuecs u3 Ykpaunsl u Poccun
xkurtesn JJHP npunuim Ha rojiocoBaHue paau
ynyuiieHus xu3au B Jlonbacce

14:26

Komangosanue JIHP uckiounso go0yro
yrpo3y 0e30MmacHOCTH u3dupaTesel Ha
npaniMepus

14:54

VYuurens Jlondacca B Xxoae KOHPIUKTA
TIOKa3aJIy IPUMEP MYKECTBEHHOCTH —
Hapoansiii yuurens CCCP

15:07

3a ceMb 4acoB IPEJBAPUTEIBLHOTO
roJI0COBaHUS Ha y4acTKH npuiuim 6omnee 290
ThIC. n30upareneit — BplK

15:27

[Momumus IHP ne 3aduxcupoBana
HapyleHUH 00IIeCTBEHHOT O MOPSIKa IPU
MIPOBEACHUY NPANMEpPH3

15:33

I'onocoBanue cpenu nanueHToOB
OpPraHU30BaHO Ha BBICOKOM YPOBHE —
IJIaBBpay pecny0JIMKaHCKON OOJIbHUIIBI

15:45

I'maBa JIHP anoHcupoBan macuraOHble
pedopmsbl B pecrtyOIMKaHCKON crcTeMe
o0pazoBaHus

15:57

Haomronarenu 3z Uramuu u FOxHo0M Ocetnn
3asiBUJIN, YTO HE OKUIAJIM CTOJIb BBICOKOM
SIBKM Ha MpanMepus

16:25

ABTOIIPOOET B MOJIEPIKKY MpaiMepus3 B
Jlonerike cobpain 125 apromobuneit

17:44

®dotopenoprax: JICHUHCKUI palioH Ha I0Te
JloHenka akTUBHO y4acTBYET B IMPOILIECCE
IpaiMepus3

17:45

Penoprax: [Tpaiimepu3 B Kanunuackom
paiioHe. BbiOop maxrepoB

18:06

KonnuecTBo n3bupareneit
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MPOroJIOCOBABIIMX Ha mpaiiMepus K 18:00
npuOm3uiIock K 350 TeicsuamM

18:26

Bnactu Hanbonee oOcTpenrBaeMoro paiioHa
JloHelka OTMETHIIN BBICOKYIO SIBKY Ha
npaitmepus (POTO)

18:40

Pecrtoparops! JloHenka HanoOUIu roOpsYuM
yaeM u3bupartesiell IEeHTPaIbHOIO paifoHa
CTOJJIHIIBI

19:24

®dotopenoprax: [IpaiiMmepus B camom
KPYIIHOM paiioHe cTosulbl — KupoBckom

19:45

Hab6monarens n3 Utanuu: He cmotpute Ha
EBpomny, cTpoliTe CBOIO 1EMOKPATHIO

20:00

N30uparenbHble y4acTKU 3aKPbUINCH, B
Onmkaiiiee BpeMsi HAYHETCSI MOACUET
rosiocoB — BpHK

20:32

B IHP odunmanpHO HaYacs MoacyeT
TOJIOCOB

21:05

BpHK ornacuna npeasapuTeabHbIC TaHHBIC
10 SIBKE M30MpaTeeid, Ha YIaCTKH IPUIILTH
moutu 370 TeIc. UenoBek

21:08

[IpaiiMepu3s noNayT HA MONB3Y
nonutuyeckuM nHeruryram JIHP u ee
VMHUJDKY B MUpE — JIeITyTaT

21:23

[Ipatimepus B JloHerke nmponuin 6e3
skcueccoB — MB/]

22:20

HaOmronareneii u3z Yexuu Brevatiiviia
XOopoIasi opraHu3zanus npaimMepus Ha Qone
OO0JIBIIIOrO HAIJIbIBA U30HMpaTenei

3rd of October 2016

Time

Title

5:31

3 oktsa6ps B 10.00. 60mb111as ITpecc-
koupepenuws no IIOABEJEHNIO
NTOI'OB ITPAVUMEPH3

747

BCY nakaHyHe o4epeiHOro pa3BeeHuUs CUIT
oOctpensm JIHP u3 Tsoxenoit aptuinepun

8:43

MuHUMYM JEBATH IOMOB OBPEK/ICHBI B
pe3yabTaTte odcTpena SIcuHoBaTo co
ctopoHbl BCY — anMununcTpanms

10:16

B npenBapuTenbHOM To10COBaHUY NPUHSIIH
yuactue cBbime 370,5 ThIC. 4eTOBEK —
OKOHuaTesbHble JaHHble BplK

10:19

Mbp Jlonerka moOGeaui Ha mpaitMepus ¢
pe3yabTaTtoM 83,2%

10:27

Unenst OJ] «/lonemnkas PeciyOmukay
MOOETMIIM B KQU€CTBE CAMOBBIJIBH)KCHIICB B
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505 okpyrax u3 514 Ha npalimepus

10:47

BpHK He uckitounsa npoaoJKeHUs
npoBeIeHMs TpalimMepu3 B ropojax JIHP

11:38

Komannosanue JIHP npennoxuno Kuepy
HayaTh pa3BeJCHUE CUJ U CPEICTB B
IlerpoBckoM 3 okTsiOpst B 15:00

13:06

JHP, Ykpauna, ObCE u CLHKK
COTJIaCOBAJIM HAYaJI0 pa3BEACHUS CUJI B
[TerpoBckoMm 3 okTs16ps B 15:00

13:10

JloHelkre MeIMKN Ha H30MPaTEIbHBIX
ydacTKax BO BpeMsl IpaiilMepu3 OKazaiu
nomortib 101 xurerro

13:14

MexnyHapoaHble HAOMIOAATETU OTMETUIIH
BBICOKYIO OpTraHU3aIMI0 BCEX ITANOB
MIPOBEICHUS TIpaiiMepu3 2 OKTIOps

13:33

lNopusxu JIHP ¢ Hayana roga 1o0su1d ovTH
JI€BATh MIUJIJIMOHOB TOHH YTJIs

15:01

[TepBoe 3a Bpems KOHGIHMKTA pa3Be/ieHue
cun B JIHP nauanocs B cene IlerpoBckoe k
ory ot JloHenka

15:03

JloHelKre BIaCTH HAMEPECHBI BEPHYTh
JKUTEISIM IPU(POHTOBOTO MOCEITKA
OxTs10ppCKHil aBTOOYC J0 5K/11 BOK3aJ1a

15:13

B JIHP 3aBepmmiics nepBblid 3Tal
pa3BEACHUS CUII

15:52

Cuubl JIHP Bepnytcs B paiion IlerpoBckoro,
eciiu Kues 110 16:00 He moarBepaut daxt
0TBOJIa CBOUX CUJI — bacypuH

16:12

BCY nauanu o6¢ctpen paitona [lerpoBckoro
C MO3UIHI, OTKY/1a J10JIKHBI ObUTH BBIBECTH
BoMcka — MHUHOOOPOHBI

16:40

OBCE obpaTuiachk K yKpauHCKOM CTOpOHE C
MIPOCHOOH «IIPUHATH MEPBI», OCIIE Havaa
oOcTtpesna paiiona I[lerpoBckoro

16:57

Kues copai pa3senenue cun B [letpoBckom,
cunbl JIHP Bo3BpamaroTcss Ha UCXOIHbIE
HO3ULIUHA

18:10

MYC u Mundun IHP paznenunu 1-2 mecta
B TYPHHUpE IO [IaxMaTaM Cpeiu
MUHHCTEPCTB U BEJIOMCTB

19:50

BCY 3a cyrku 90 pa3 obcrpensm
teppuroputo JHP

20:24

Pazsenka JIHP 3adukcupoBana ycuienue
no3unuit BCY MuHOMeTamMu, TaHKaMH U
apTUWJLIEpUei

Avdiivka Russian time sample (28-30 January 2017)

28t of January 2017
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Time

Title

9:45

Ornem BCY na tore JIHP napymeno
ra3ocHa0XeHHe, MOBPEXKJACHO JIBa HKUJIBIX
JIOMa — MECTHBIE BJIACTH

12:08

KBanudukamuio BoguTenei Tpoeioyca u
tpamBas B JIHP 3a Bpems xondmukra
nony4dnsid 80 4eloBeK

14:02

ITox orueM ykpamHCKOM apMHH 3a CYTKU
noru® oauH BoeHHOCTy)anwui JIHP —
KOMaHJI0BaHUE

14:10

«ITpaBblii CEKTOP» TOTOBUT
MIPOBOKAIIMOHHBIE 0OCTPEIIbl OOBEKTOB C
xjopom BOsm3H JIDC a1t 0OBUHEHUS CHIT
JIHP

14:33

Yucno obcrpenos tepputopuun JIHP co
CTOPOHBI YKPAUHCKOW ApMHH 33 CYTKH
Bo3pocio a0 1270 pa3 — bacypun

15:44

JlonOacckas ropakaJJeMusi OTMETHIIA CBOE
JBYXJIETUE HarpaxICHUEM, KOHIIEPTOM U
II0Ka30M POJIMKA O )KU3HH By3a

16:19

JloHe1Kas MOJIOZIEKD 3aJI0KUIIA B
cronuyHoM napke uM. llepbakoBa «karncyny
BpeMeHn» 11 noToMkoB XXII Beka

17:04

Hapymennoe o0ctpenamu razocHabkeHue
cena 3anyenko Ha tore JIHP BoccTanoBieno
— MECTHBIE BJIACTH

17:30

BCY obctpensuin JlokydaeBck, MpSMbIM
IOTIAJaHUEM TTOBPEXKI€H MHOTO3TaXKHBIH
JIOM ¥ Mara3uH — Mdp

18:47

doropenoprax: AMEpUKaHCKUM
TPOMOOHHUCT BBICTYIHJI Ha IOHEIKOH ClieHe C
OPKECTPOM CTOJIMYHON (PHIAPMOHHUH

29t of January 2017

Time

Title

9:42

IllecTs cen Ha tore JIHP octamuce 6e3
INEKTPOCHAOKEHUS B pe3ylibTaTe 00CTPEIOB
co ctopousl BCY — Biactu

10:16

Ceno Ha rore SIcuHoBaTO 00€CTOYEHO B
pesyrabTate orus co ctoporsl BCY, obctpen
MPOJIOKAETCS — BIACTH

10:50

BCY oTkpbuM OTOHB U3 TSKETOMN
apTUJUIEPUH 110 OKPECTHOCTAM SICMHOBATOM,
BBINYIIEHO CBbIIE 70 CHaps10B

11:16

BCY c Beuepa BoiltycTuiu 265 cHapsa0B U
MUH 110 IpruppoHTOBBIM 30HaM JIHP Bromib
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JIMHUHW COITPUKOCHOBCHUA

11:24

O6c¢ctpenom co ctoporsl BCY moBpekaeHbI
JIBa IOMOCTPOCHHS B MakeeBKke —
KOMaHIOBAaHUEC

12:32

B JIHP 3a cyTku B pe3ysibTaTe YKPauHCKHX
00CTpPEIIOB MOBPEKICHO MATH JOMOB U
JeTCKui caj — bacypun

12:32

YKpauHCKHE CUJIOBUKH 32 TPOILE/IINE
cytku 6osee 1000 pa3 obcTpernsin
teppuroputo JJHP — bacypun

12:35

BCY arakopanu no3unuu JIHP B paiione
ABJIEEBKH, TTOCJI€ YETO OTKPBUIA OTOHb U3
aptwuiepuu — bacypun

12:38

Apmus YKpauHbI 32 HECKOJIBKO 4acOB
BBIITYCTHIIA TOUTH 950 cHapsI0B U MUH 11O
paiiony flcunoBaToii — bacypun

13:10

Ob6ctpenom BCY yout BoeHHOCTY X ALyl
JIHP, enie oquH paHeH — KOMaHJ0OBaHUeE

13:27

Henyratst HC IHP B pamkax
0JIarOTBOPUTEIILHOMN aKIIUU OPTraHU30BAIH
JUISL IETEH IOKa3 CIIEKTAKII «12 MeCSIeB»

13:37

BCY obctpensiinm BOIOXpaHUIIUIIE
BepxuekanbMuycckoil priIbTpoBaIbHON
crannuu — «Boma Jlonbaccay

13:48

MUupHBIi )KATEb PAHEH B PE3yJIbTATE
obctpena Jlonenka co cropoust BCY —
KOMAaHJIOBaHHE

14:17

Komangosanue JIHP nHasBamo
o/ipa3JiesieHre, MpuyacTHoOe K 00CTpeny
KyiiOpimeBckoro paiiona Jlonerka

14:23

Cwemounas rpynna tenekanana HTB nonana
noJ o0ctpen B MakeeBke

15:14

Crapeimuii JOHEIKUN KITyO FOHBIX
xKypHanuctoB «fOHmpecc» otmerun cBoit 30-
JIETHUM 100uei

16:09

OO6cTpenaMu yKpauHCKUX CHUIIOBUKOB
MOBPEKICHBI JIBA KWIIBIX Joma Ha tore JJHP
— BJIACTU

16:22

Hapymennoe oruem BCY
37eKTpocHabkeHue mecTtu cen Ha ore JIHP
BOCCTAHOBJICHO — MECTHBIE BJIACTH

16:48

MupHbli )KUTEb, pAHEHHBIN TpU 00cTpene
JloHenKa, HaXOAUTCS B COCTOSIHUU CPEIHEN
TAXKECTH — MEJINKHU

16:55

[Tucarenu PO, /IHP u JIHP npennoxunu
BEPHYTH B IIKOJBHYIO IPOTrpaMMy POMaH
®daneeBa «Mostogast rBapaus»

17:02

BCY obctpensim JloHenkyto
(GUIBTPOBANBHYIO CTAHIIHIO, 3a()UKCHPOBAHBI
noBpexaeHus — «Boga JlonGaccay
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17:55

BCY roroBsrcst 00CTpensTh
MOAKOHTpOJIbHBIE KueBy Teppuropun
Honbacca uz PC30 «I'pag» — pazBeaka
JIHP

18:08

O6cTpen JloHenkoi GuiIbTpOBaIbLHON
CTAHIIMH BEJICS U3 TSHKEIIOW apTHIICPUN —
KOMAaHJIOBaHUE

18:10

Ouepretuku [JHP BoccranoBumm
SHEprocHabXeHue cea Ha tore SIcCHHOBaToi,
HapyuieHHoe orHeM BCY — map

18:20

boesuku BCY 3a nenb norepsiiv 20 4enoBex
youThIMH, cBbIIe 30 TOTYyYWIH PAaHCHHE —
komangoBanue JIHP

30t of January 2017

Time

Title

9:49

[Ipu ob6ctpenax [onenka u MakeeBku
TIOBPEXKICHUS TIOTYYHIIH IECTh JJOMOB,
HIKOJIa U KOTCJIIbHBIC — UCTOYHUK

10:02

IIate MHOTI'OKBApPTHPHBIX TOMOB B HOHGHK@ u
OKPCCTHOCTAX OCTAJIMCh 0e3 rasa mocie
HOYHBIX 06CTpeJ'IOB

10:10

BCY c¢ Buepa BBITYCTHIIH 110 TPUPPOHTOBOU
tepputopuu JJHP cBeie 200 cHapsaos u
MUH

10:27

DneKkTpocHaOKeHHe 1mecTy 10kHbIX cen JJHP
HapyleHo oocTpenoM co ctoponsl BCY —
CBOJAHBIC TaHHBIC

10:30

YkpauHcKkas apMusi BO30OHOBHIIA 0OCTpe
MakeeBKH, IKOJIbHUKOB 3BAKYHPOBAIHA B
nojiBan — komanjosanue JIHP

10:36

CHLKK cormnacoBan «peXuM THUILIUHBD JJI5
BocctaHoBieHus JIDII na rore JIHP —
KomaHioBaHue PecyOnmku

10:46

MupHas xutenpHUIa MakeeBkH noruouia,
TPHU 4€JI0BEKA PAHEHBI IIPU 00CTpeEIIe Co
ctoponsl BCY

10:54

KIIIT «Maiiopck» B ['opnoBke monan nojm
OTOHb YKPaMHCKHUX CUJIOBUKOB — HCTOYHHK

12:12

Kurenu JIHP ¢ nrons 2015 rona yceiHoBWIN
6onee 100 nereit-cupot — ['occimyx0a o
JieJIaM CEMbU

12:18

Henytatsl ¢ppakuun «Jlonernkas
PecriyOnmka» 3a OCEHHIOIO CECCUIO TPOBETH
368 npuemo B otaenenusix OJJIP

13:42

Monoasie xynoxuuku JJHP coznanyr
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o0beIMHEHNE TSl peaTn3aliu
MaTPUOTHYECKUX APT-IIPOCKTOB

13:52

3asiBiIeHHE TOTHOMOYHOTO IIPE/ICTaBUTEIS
JIHP Ha neperoBopax KoHTakTHOM rpymnsl B
Muncke Jlenuca [lymununa

14:09

JHP npussiaer OBCE u CIIKK nr0661mu
crioco0aMu TOOUTHCS OT Y KpauHbI
peaIbHOTO TpeKpanieHus orast — [lymmnuH

14:23

Ykpaunckas apmus 3a cytku ouytu 2000 pa3
HapylIuia peKUM MPEKPaILIEHUs OTHS —
bacypun

14:42

Uwcno moruOmmx 3a CyTKH 1Mo 00cTpeaMu
co ctoponbl BCY mupnsbix xureneit JJHP
BO3pOCJIO JI0 JIBYX YEJIOBEK

15:13

Ha6monarensusiit mynkt CLIKK moa
ScunoBaToil oka3zasucst B 30He 00cTpena co
CTOPOHBI YKPAaUHCKOM apMuu

15:49

[ToTepu ykpanHCKO# apMUK YOUTBIMU U
paHEeHbIMU 32 CYTKH MPEBBICUIIN 65 YenoBeK

16:29

SlcMHOBATCKHUI MAIIMHOCTPOUTEINBHBIHN 3aBOJT
HIOJTYYHJII TIOBPEXKACHUS TIPH 00CTpeTie co
ctopoHsl BCY

16:32

OcTaHky MaMOHTa BEpPHYTCS B
9KCIO3ULIMOHHEIN 3al1 JIOHEeIIKOro
pecnyOJIMKaHCKOTO KPaeBeaueCKOro My3est

16:33

31 suBaps B 9:00 6pudunr
YIOJIHOMOYEHHOTO 110 ITpaBaM YeJIOBEKa B
JIHP Jlaps MOPO30BOI, mpecc-
cexperapst MI'B JTHP Mapuu IIETPOBOM n
BoeHHocyxamero JIHP Dnyapna KJIBIIIbI

17:15

Hapymennoe o6ctpenamu BCY
aneKTpocHabx)eHue 1KHbIX cen [IHP
BOCCTAaHOBAT K KOHILY THA — SlHOBCKUI

17:31

MYC JIHP B cBsA3M ¢ yXyALIEHUEM ITOT OBl
oTKpbuIo B PecniyOnnke 12 MOOUIIBHBIX
IYHKTOB 000rpeBa

18:11

O6ocTtpenue Ha PppoHTE BOJIMU3HU
(UIBTPOBANBHBIX cTaHIM Mo JJoHenkoM
HE MOBJIMSIIO Ha BOJOCHA0KEHNE PETHOHA

18:13

Iocnenctus obcrpena JJonernkoit
(bunbTpOBANBHOM cTaHIIUU 29 sTHBApS
(®OTO)

20:13

JoHerkast punpTpoBaIbHas CTAHIUS
obecToueHa B pe3ynbrare oocTpena — «Bona
Jlonbaccay

21:12

JIBO€ MUPHBIX )KUTEJIEH PaHEHBI IIPU
obctpenax Jlonenika u MakeeBku
YKPauHCKMMH CHJIOBUKAMU —
KOMAaHJIOBaHHE

21:27

Kues norepsn youtsimu 10 60€BUKOB, eliie
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15 paHeHbI pU MOMNBITKE aTAKOBATh MO3UIUN
JAHP nox fcunoBaToit

Identity documents Russian time sample (17-19 February 2017).

17" of February 2017

Time

Title

9:30

s 3annonsenus peiaka [{HP TtoBapamu
OTEYECTBEHHOI'O IIPOU3BOJICTBA
IIPUHUMAIOTCS BCE BO3MOXHbIE Mepbl — MOP

9:42

BCY c Beuepa obcTpensnu AeBsTh
HacelneHHbIX yHKToB JIHP, BEIymIeHo
nopsiika 365 cHapsI0B U MUH

10:03

2Kuiioii yacTHBIN J10M MOBPEKJICH B
SlcuHOBaTOI B pe3ysbTare 00CTPETIOB CO
ctopoHbl BCY — MecTHBIE BiacTu

10:15

[TpousBoautenu OpiToBOM XxUMun JJHP 3a
2016 roa BeIMyCTHIIM Ha phIHOK PecryOnuku
40 HOBBIX NPOAYKTOB

10:56

OO6pamenue k muaepam 3amana u PO
noanucsMu noanepxanu 80 COTpyIHUKOB
Mumnctpos JIHP

10:56

Cotpynuuku ['oprexnanzopa JJHP coOpanu
MOJIMTUCH B TIOJIEPKKY 0OpaIieHus K
JIAIepaM MUPOBEIX JEpiKaB

11:25

JIHP n THP noaroroBuiyu nporpaMmy
T'YMIIOMOIIH 5KUTENISIM MOJKOHTPOJIBHON
KueBy tepputopuu Jlonbacca

12:06

AnHcamb61b «/lonOacc» B kanyH J{Ha
3amuTHUKa OTedecTBa NPEACTaBUT HOBYIO
nporpaMMy B npupoHToBoii ['opioBke

12:20

CosmectHoe 3asaBienue ['mas JIHP u JIHP o
ryMaHuTapHoi nomoiu Jloubaccy

12:21

I'naser IHP u JIHP o0bsiBUM 0 Havae
IpOrpaMMbl T'yMaHUTAPHON MTOMOIIH
OKKynupoBaHHOMY JloHOaccy

12:32

I'maBa JIHP 3asB1I1 0 HaMEpEeHUU YIIPOCTUTH
npoxoxaenue KIIIT qis sxurenen
OKKyINupoBaHHOM yacTtu JloHOacca

12:39

17 ¢eBpang B 16:30 6pudunr
3aMHayvaibHUKa L{eHTpa ynpaBieHnus B

kpusucHbIX cutyanusax MUC JIHP Buranus
3APYBUHA

12:46

I'maser JIHP u JIHP npoBenyt B JIyrancke
COBMECTHYIO BCTpeuy ¢ 3amriassl CMM
OBCE Anekcanapom Xyrom
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14:24

KomMeHTapuii u.0. MUHHUCTpPA HHOCTPAHHBIX
nen JIHP Haransn Hukonoposoit

14:26

[TporpaMma HOMOIIY KHUTEISIM
OKKymnupoBaHHoro Jlonbacca nmeer
VCKJIFOUMTENILHO I'yMaHUTapHbIC IEH —
MU/ JTHP

14:41

[Tox o6cTpenamu BCY 3a Henemnto moruodau
Bocemb BoeHHocyxamux JIHP, nBoe
paHeHBI — KOMaHIOBaHHE

14:47

VYKpauHCKHEe CUJIOBUKH 33 HEJIENIO CBBILIE 6
TBIC. Pa3 OTKPBIBAJIA OTOHb 110 TEPPUTOPHUH
JAHP — bacypun

14:53

Bcerpeua munepoB Hapoaubeix Pecy6nuk n
3amriassl Muccur OBCE npoxoaut B
Jlyrancke

14:57

[lepssiii B 2017 roxy rymxonsoit MUC P®
npuOynet B Jlonenx 21 depans

14:57

[onpeis cxitana BCY nox ABneeBkoil yHec
YKU3HU T YKPAaUHCKUX BOCHHOCIYXKAIINX,
ceMb paHeHbl — bacypun

15:06

3a HeNlemo U3 YKPauHCKUX MOIpa3IeIeHHI
o7 ABJIEeBKOM Jie3epTupoBai 21 yenoBek —
pa3Benka JIHP

15:10

Kues 10 koHIIa rojia MIaHUPYET 3aHITh P
HACEJICHHBIX MTYHKTOB «CEPOH 30HBI» B
JlonGacce — 3axapyeHKo

15:32

I'maa JIHP BeIpasun Hamexnay Ha
00BEKTUBHOE OCBEILIEHHE CUTYallUH B
Joub6acce nadmomarensimu OBCE

15:36

3axapueHko 1 [ImoTHHLIKMI ToAnHcanu
MIpOrpaMMy MOMOIIH KUTEISAM
OKKYyINupoBaHHOM yacTu JloHOacca

16:24

I'ymanuTapHas nporpaMmma 1o
BOCCOEIMHEHUIO Hapoja Jlonbacca

16:33

Canepst MUC JIHP 3a Henemnto o0e3Bpeaunu
50 B3pBIBOOMACHBIX NMPEIMETOB

17:07

Yucno noanuceit xxurenen IHP 3a mup B
Jlon6acce npeBwicuio 160 Teicsd

17:25

ApTtuctsl 1oHenkoro nupka «Kocmocy»
MPOBEIYT CEPUIO MACTEP-KJIACCOB ISl
HApOJHBIX KOJuIeKTUBOB JIHP

18:33

Xoxkkeitnble Gpenepannn [JHP n Ueuenckoit
PecnyOnukuy nmonucany coryiaieHue o
COTPY/AHUYECTBE

18:41

[Iporpamma moMoInu >KUTeNIsIM
okKkynupoBaHHoro /fon0acca HauaTa u3-3a
ux Oe/ICTBEHHOTO nosioxkeHust — [ymunuH

20:15

BCY nguem obctpensum BoceMb paiilOHOB
PecniyOnuku U3 apTUIIEpUU U TAHKOB —
HNCTOYHHK
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20:29

Beuep namsaTh 3HaMEeHUTOMN MEBULIBI AHHBI
I'epman cobpan B MakeeBke 6oiiee 400
3puUTeneH

18% of February 2017

Time

Title

9:39

BCY ytpoM OTKpbLIM OTOHb MO SICHHOBATO,
00CTpen MPOI0IKACTCSI — MECTHBIC BJIACTH

11:00

3a BpeMsi BOGHHBIX AeiicTBuil B ['opioBke
MOBPEXKJICHO U pa3pyuieHo Oosee 3,4 ThIC.
3JIlaHUN — MIPUSI

11:05

B cronmuue JIHP Havamoce maccoBoe
HIECTBHE POTUB HEBBINOJHEHUSI Kuerom
MuHckux corjameHui

12:00

bonee 20 Teicsu sxureneit JIHP na mutunre B
JloHelke BBICTYIUIIH 32 MOJTHYIO
peanu3annio MUHCKHUX COTJIAIICHUN

12:46

VYuensie-skonomuctsl J{THP B 2016 roay
NpUHSUIN ydacThe B 50 MEXIyHAPOIHBIX U
MECTHBIX KOH(PEPECHIIUAX

13:12

KommyHanemuku EnakueBo
NPUCOETUHUIINCH K cOOpY moAnucei noa
oOpareHueM Kk aujepam 3amnanga u PO

13:47

B anmapare Mopo30Boii 3as1BUJIN O B3SITUU B
IUIEH YKPAMHCKUMU CHJIOBUKAMH TPEX
skutenen J[THP

14:00

BCY 3a cytku moutu 2 ThIC. pa3 00CTpensin
JIHP, mox BonHoBaxoii 3aMeueHa Tshkeas
aprwiepus — bacypuH

14:01

[Tox ykpanHCKUMU 0OCTpeIaMu 3a CYTKU
noru6 oauH BoeHHocHyxxamuii [JHP —
KOMaHJIOBaHHE

14:17

BCY orkpeumu orosns no Cnapraky Bo BpeMs
paboThI TaM MOJIEBOW KYXHH JUIS
HYKJAIOIIMXCs )KUTelIed — bacypuH

15:03

KOHHCpTOM 1 BO3JIOKCHUEM IIBCTOB
oTMeTUIIH B J{ebanbiieBo BTOPYIO
TOJIOBITMHY OCBOOOKICHUSI TOPOJIa

15:29

KonnyecTBo noBpexieHHBIX 00cTpenaMu
nomoB B JIHP 3a Bce Bpemst 60€B MPEeBBICHIIO
24 TeIcsun — MuHCTpOI

15:45

[Tpodcorossr meaukoB JIHP u Cankr-
[TerepOypra HaMepeHbI OMUCATH T0TOBOP
0 JIBYCTOPOHHEM COTPYIHUYECTBE
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15:58

MaccoBoe 1ecTBre U MUTHHT B LIEHTpe
JloHelka npouuy 6€3 HapyleHun
npaBonopsaka — MBJ[ JIHP

16:12

OOHOBIIEHHBIN COCTAaB XOpa U COJIMCTOB
«Jlonbacc omnepsl» BepHYII oniepy
«TypanaoT» Ha TOHEUKYIO CIICHY

17:46

B SlcunoBaroii oOcTpenoM moBpexaeHa
JIDII, nuTaro1iasi HACOCHYIO CTAHILIUIO
IOxHOIOHOACCKOrO BOLOBOAA

17:55

[Iytun noanucai ykas 0 BDEMEHHOM
npusHaHuy B PO 1OKyMEHTOB, BBIJAHHBIX B
JHP u JIHP

18:03

[IpencraBurenn MunobpazoBanus JTHP
nocetwin uemnuonatr WorldSkills Russia B
AcTpaxaHCKoil obsactu

18:10

AxtuBucThl crypotpsnoB JAHP nonyqunn
Harpajibl B paMKax POCCUHCKOMI
NaTPUOTUUECKON aKITuu «CHEXHBIN TECAHT»

18:40

Myssikansuble negaroru JAHP npunsim
ydactue Bo Beepoccniickom ceMuHape
PYKOBOJIUTEINEH JYXOBBIX OPKECTPOB

18:46

OO0paiieHue K TpeM MHPOBBIM JIHJIEpaM O
cutyanuu B JlonOacce moiaeprkaiy CBEIIIe
164 toIc. )xuteneit JTHP

18:55

HYHII/IJH/IH Ha3BaJI OJOJITOXXIAHHBIM yKa3 [0)
IIPU3HAHUU B PO AOKYMCHTOB, BbIIAHHBIX B
JUHP u JTHP

19:01

3axapueHKO BhIpa3ui 0JarogapHoCThb
Poccun 3a npusnanune nokymentos J[HP

19:33

3asBiieHne 3axapyeHKO 10 TTOBOY BTOPOit
rooBiMHbI npuHsTHS Pezomonnu CoBoe3a
OOH no MuHckomy npoueccy

19:48

I'maBa IHP 3asBun o roroBHOCTH J[OHEIKA
KO BCEM IlIaram JUisi MUPHOTO PELICHHUS
KOH(DIMKTa B paMKax «MUHCKa»

21:24

JloHerikast punpTpoBaIbHas CTAHIUS
obecTodeHa B pe3yJibTaTe 00CTPEIoB —
«Boma Jlonbacca»

19" of February 2017

Time

Title

8:00

Okonoru JJHP naganu cOop mmimek B
paMKax HOBOTO 3Tara BOCCTaHOBIICHHS
JecoB nociie 60eB

9:46

Aptoraem BCY oGecToueHo
KomuHTEepHOBO, B SICHHOBATOM CHapsi]
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II0I1aJI B KPBIITY KHUJIOT0 JOMa — MECTHBIC
BJI1aCTHU

10:10

[Tomaya BoabI B 11TH paitoHOB JloHenka
YaCTUYHO COKpaIleHa 13-3a HAPYILIEHHOTO
anektpocHabxenust JJOC

10:44

19 ¢peBpans B 13:00 npecc-kondepeHus
yieHa Komurtera Coera denepanuu no
HayKe, 00pa30BaHUIO U KyJIbType AHIpes
COBOJIEBA

14:01

BCYV 3a cytku noutu 2,5 ThIC. pa3
obcrpensimm JIHP, mox Jlonenk crsiruBaetcs
yKpauHcKas aptuiuiepust — bacypun

14:02

BCY npu noanepxke MUHOMETOB aTaKOBaJIU
no3uuuu JJHP nox Jlonenkom — bacypun

14:56

UYnen CoBdena ot CeBacTonos nepeiact
I'mase JIHP B nomapox cuMBOJI ropojia Kak
3HAK €IMHEHUS] PETMOHOB

15:04

BCY obctpensiin 6purany 371€KTPUKOB MO
SlcuHOBaTON — KOMaHJIOBaHUE

15:12

Kommynaneuku JIHP BoccranoBuiu
asekTpocHa0xkeHne B KoMUHTEpHOBO 1oCe
00CTpeJIOB — BIACTH

16:15

Poccuiickuii ceHatop 3asBWII O Hayajie
HOBOTO 3Tarna KyJbTYPHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA
Ceactomnons u JIHP

16:34

Keptys nemkoit: maxmaructsl JJHP 10 9
JIeT BCTYNWIN B 60pbOY 3a 3BaHME JTYUILIEro
Ha TYpHUPE B CTOJIUILIE

19:59

Kynbrypsslit iuanor mexay CeBacTtonosieM
u JIHP OTKpbLICA KOHIIEPTOM POCCUICKHUX
apTUCTOB B MakeeBke
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Appendix 11

This appendix contains all the titles of the articles in the English language sample. Without
exception, they are taken from www.dninews.com.All articles were downloaded and

converted into PDFs in September 2018.

Primaries English time sample (1-3 October 2016)

15t of October 2016

Time Title

10:37 Ukrainian military violate ceasefire regime
863 times over
past week

11:26 Handover of ballot papers for primaries to
ballot commissions starts

12:14 Ukrainian side disrupts disengagement of
forces in
Petrovskoye

12:45 2 dead people, more three wounded over past
week as
result of Ukrainian shellings

13:16 DPR Ombudsman: Ukrainian military arrest
5
Republican citizens

13:22 Election silence in the DPR before the first-
ever primaries
in Donbass

14:13 Young Republic activists help restore 16
houses in frontline
locality

14:52 LPR forced to pull back forces amid Kiev
sabotaging
disengagement

15:27 Protests of thousands to burst in Kiev in
October

16:00 AFU redeployed 300 tons of ammunition to
Donbass,
including incendiary and phosphoric shells

17:13 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report -
1.10.2016

17:37 DPR primaries to exert impact on political
situation EUwide

17:52 Novorossiya supporters destroyed photo

show displaying bloody AFU punishers
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2"d of October 2016

Time Title

10:24 Primaries launched, polling stations open in
Donetsk

10:33 DPR Election Commission observes no
violations after
primaries launched

11:40 British observer: Primaries grant all
candidates equal rights

12:18 DPR Head: Together we will make the rule
people’s
indeed!

13:27 Ukrainian journalist came to vote in LPR
primaries anonymously

14:38 Foreign observers detect no violations in
DPR primary
vote first hours

15:03 Ukrainian army shelled DPR territory with
mortars and
heavy artillery at night

15:48 More than 290 thousand voters took part in
primaries
within 7 hours

16:34 Ukrainian army shell DPR territory 269
times over past
24 hours, two soldiers perished

16:53 Triumph of freedom: Janus Putkonen casts
vote in DPR primaries as official Republic's
citizen

20:42 DPR polling stations closed, ballots' count
starts

21:03 Primaries in DPR and LPR: today was a
historical day for Donbass

(No Time) Gallery: Primaries in Donetsk People's
Republic
2.10.2016

3rd of October 2016

Time Title

9:23 No incidents reported during primaries in
Donbass
republics

10:13 AFU fired at DPR terrritory with heavy
artillery on the
eve of forces' disengagement

11:22 Russian security service detains Ukrainian

intelligence
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officer over espionage charges

12:11

Russian Foreign Ministry comments on
arrest of
Ukrainian spy

12:50

One People’s Militia soldier killed, two
wounded in Kiev shelling LPR

13:27

International observers state DPR primaries
an example to West

14:16

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry urges Russia to
release
journalist suspected of espionage

15:05

Mayoral primaries’ front runner Martynov
scores great
success, final turnout over 370 thousand

15:28

Primaries may be arranged in other DPR
cities after
success in capital

15:33

Primary elections in the Lugansk People’s
Republic — an
observer’s account

15:33

Western instructors train Ukrainian military
in new torturing methods

16:29

AFU start shelling area of Petrovskoye from
positions,
from where they are to withdraw their troops

16:54

DPR miners win almost 9 million tons of
coal from
beginning of year

17:38

OSCE appeals to Ukrainian side to take steps
after shelling start of Petrovskoye area

18:03

Primaries in Donetsk and Lugansk People’s
Repblics:
final results

18:42

Kiev disrupts disengagement of forces in
Petrovskoye,
DPR forces go back to departure positions

18:11

Western instructors teach Ukrainian soldiers
torture new methods

19:23

At least 9 houses damaged as result of
shelling
Yasinovataya on part of AFU

20:01

LPR: Kiev refuses to withdraw forces
from contact line
near Stanitsa Luganskaya
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Avdiivka English time sample (28-30 January 2017)

28t of January 2017

Time Title

10:26 Two houses damaged as Ukrainian forces
shell
DPR southern territory

11:12 Trump, Putin to talk by phone at 20:00
Moscow time on Saturday

12:33 Poroshenko wants to increase weapons
export as
source of income

13:02 Igor Plotnitsky expresses condolences over
death of
the first LPR Leader Valery Bolotov

14:34 Infantry platoon training in Donetsk People's
Republic - Video Report

14:54 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report,
28.01.2017

15:37 Pensions are rising in Donetsk People's
Republic - TV Report

15:55 Ukrainian criminals shell DPR territory
1,270 times over past 24 hours

16:22 DPR serviceman died under Ukrainian
army’s fire over 24 hours

16:52 Aftermath: Ukrainian shelling civilians in the
city
of Brianka, LPR - Video Report

17:31 13 Donetsk children sent to Moscow for
treatment -
TV Report

17:40 Drunken Ukrainian soldier shot himself

18:02 RIP - Valeriy Bolotov, the founder of
Lugansk
People's Republic

18:49 Donetsk Defense TV News Report,
28.1.2017

29" of January 2017

Time Title

12:26 Kiev forces' direct hit damages multi-storey
building and a shop in Dokuchaievsk

12:36 Village knocked out by Ukrainian fire in
Yasinovataya south, shelling continues

13:00 Basurin: Kiev forces attack DPR positions
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near
Avdeyevka and launch artillery fire

13:38 Ukrainian military fire at DPR territory over
1,000
times for past day

14:08 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report,
29.01.2017

14:30 Civilian wounded as Kiev troops shell
Donetsk

14:59 Ukraine's army launches nearly 950
projectiles
and shells onto Yasinovataya area for several
hours

15:26 Five houses and a kindergarten damaged in
DPR
by Ukrainian shellings this day

15:58 Russian NTV reporters come under Kiev's
fire in
Makeyevka

16:28 DPR frontline in south ready to repel
Ukrainian
attacks - Video Report

16:42 Ukrainian shellings damage two houses in
DPR south

17:03 One DPR soldier killed, one wounded —
Operational Command

17:29 AFU fire at Verkhnekalmiusskaya filter plant
reservoir — "Water of Donbass"

17:32 Ukraine firing with heavy artillery Avdeevka
village - TV Report

17:58 Power supply of six villages in DPR south
restored

18:17 Ukraine shells Makeyevka and
Kuibyshevsky in
DPR on Sunday - Video Report

30t of January 2017

Time Title

9:00 Dutch investigators sabotaging probe of
MH17
crash — Ex-Russian Official

10:08 Kiev shellings damage six houses, school
building
and boiler rooms in Donetsk and Makeyevka

11:12 One woman died, three civilians wounded as

Ukrainian criminals shell Makeyevka
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11:30 Ukrainian forces launch over 200 shells onto
DPR territory since evening

12:08 Mayorsk checkpoint in Gorlovka shelled by
Ukrainian murderers

12:57 Ukrainian forces resume Makeyevka
shelling,
school pupils hide in basement

13:31 Putin, Trump convinced Ukraine crisis
cannot be protracted

15:13 JCCC coordinates ceasefire regime to
repair power

lines in DPR south

16:06 Ukrainian army violates ceasefire regime
almost 2,000 times over 24 hours

16:25 Frontline Report: Ukrainian attack repelled
in
outskirt of Donetsk city

17:23 School in Makeyevka shelled by Ukraine on
Monday morning - Video Report

17:24 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report,
30.01.2017

17:46 Ukrainian radicals blow up railway track in
grey
zone between Donbass and Ukraine

18:09 JCCC observation point area near
Yasinovataya shelled on AFU part

18:30 Ukraine Shelled Apartment Houses in
Donetsk city - Video Report

18:41 Two DPR civil residents died under AFU
shellings over 24 hours

19:18 DPR People's Militia hiring new soldiers to
artillery unit - TV advertisement

19:31 Kiev authorities get Avakov in a tight corner

19:58 Pushilin: 'Ukraine does everything possible

to
resume full-scale hostilities' - TV Statement
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Identity Documents English language time sample (17-19 February 2017)

17t of February 2017

Time Title

8:46 Ukrainian forces shell Yasinovataya

10:18 Ukrainian ammunition detonates near
Avdeyevka

10:51 Minsk talks — smokescreen to prepare AFU
offensive

11:36 Ukrainian forces shell nine DPR localities
overnight

12:11 Residential house damaged in shelling of
Yasinovataya

12:40 LPR and DPR prepare humanitarian aid
program
for Kiev-occupied Donbass territories

13:13 DPR Head attends opening of new longwall

13:47 Donbass will stand the blockade!” — DPR
Head Alexander Zakharchenko

13:57 ‘3,600 US Tanks in Europe' - Truth or Fake
News from DONi Donbass News Agency?

14:19 DPR and LPR leaders to hold meeting with
OSCE Deputy Head Alexander Hug

14:57 Joint statement by LPR and DPR Heads Igor
Plotnitsky and Alexander Zakharchenko

15:19 DPR to ease checkpoint procedure for
residents of Kiev-occupied part of Donbass

16:28 First loan provided in Donetsk People's
Republic - TV Report

16:41 Ukrainian punishers open fire at DPR
territory
over six thousand times

17:19 DPR MFA: Aid program for occupied
Donbass meant for humanitarian purposes
only

17:54 Zakharchenko in Lugansk: 'We Remember
Our
Duty' [Video]

18:22 Zakharchenko expresses his hope for
Donbass
situation objective coverage by OSCE

18:55 Russian humanitarian convoy arrives in
Donetsk
on February 21

19:02 Donetsk Defense TV News Report,
17.2.2017

19:12 Alexander Zakharchenko: "OSCE Mission
refuses to accept our arguments"

19:36 EU should put pressure on Kiev to stabilize
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Donbass situation — EU lawmaker

19:54 Kiev plans to occupy several localities in
Donbass 'grey zone' — Zakharchenko

18 of February 2017

Time Title

10:33 Ukrainian army engages fire on
Yasinovataya

11:22 One million children in Donbass need urgent
humanitarian aid — UNICEF

12:09 Ukrainian army violates ceasefire eight times
LPR People's Militia

12:40 LPR People’s Militia bomb technicians
demine
10km of conduit

13:19 Rally in Donetsk City: 20,000 DPR residents
demand implementation of Minsk
Agreements

13:49 Zakharchenko's Order: 'No withdrawal of our
weapons before Ukraine'

14:23 Over 3,400 buildings destroyed in Gorlovka
during
war

15:12 DPR Citizens: 'Ukrainians, you are
occupants, not
liberators - stop the war!" - Video Report

15:30 OSCE Deputy Chief Alexander Hug accepts
LPR
documents on weaponry withdrawal

15:58 Ukrainian forces shell Spartak during field
kitchen's work

16:30 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report,
18.02.2016

17:12 Poroshenko and Tillerson discuss Donbass
Crisis

17:54 Putin signs decree: Russia's recognition of

DPR
and LPR documents
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19" of February 2017

Time Title

12:36 Ukrainian artillery-shelling causes
Kominternovo village de-energizing

13:10 Three DPR residents captured by Ukrainian
fighters this week

14:36 Donetsk filtration plant de-energized by Kiev
shellings, water supply disrupted

15:05 Ukrainian punishers shell DPR territory
almost 2, 500 times over 24 hours

15:05 Zakharchenko's statement on Putin's Decree
on
recognition of DPR documents

15:41 Kiev troops fire at electricians' brigade near
Yasinovataya

16:05 Decree on recognition of DPR, LPR
documents in
RF long-awaited event — Pushilin

16:39 Donetsk Defense: Situation Report,
19.02.2017

17:20 DPR positions come under Ukrainian mortar
attack near Donetsk

17:59 'Deadlock’: Donbass blockade risks plunging

Ukraine into energy collapse
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