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Introduction

From the Chinese Dream to a Community of Shared Future for Mankind

In November 2012, President and Party Secretary of China Xi Jinping introduced the concept of
the Chinese Dream. Directed towards the goal of national rejuvenation, the Chinese

Dream is to develop and prosper according to Chinese terms and values. Along with a domestic
orientation, the slogan has been consistently referred to on international occasions. In these
instances, it is invoked as a continuation of China’s peaceful development,! and as representative
of the dreams of other nations. It not “.. only benefit [s] the Chinese people, but also the people
of all countries.” At an international level, the slogan carries a dimension of inclusion, signaling

how the world benefits from China’s developmental achievements.

In 2012, the Chinese Dream was reported by the official State Language Commission as the
“hottest” word of the year.> Amongst academics and policymakers, the slogan was similarly
embraced. However, in recent years, the fervor surrounding Xi’s phrase has decreased.

According to the CNKI China Academic Journals database, 9, 291 academic articles were
published in 2013 with the words “Chinese Dream- ' [E% in the title. Comparatively, there
were 6,271 such articles in 2014, 3,949 in 2015, 2,520 in 2016, 2,278 in 2017, 1, 443 in 2018 and
569 published in the first half of 2019.4 This decline in quantity indicates that the concept is
drawing less attention from scholars within China, a phenomena that parallels overseas academic
and policy oriented commentaries which are largely constrained to the period of 2012-2017. Such

a change suggests that the relevancy of the slogan has diminished within academic and policy-

! Camilla T.N. Serensen,“The Significance of Xi Jinping’s “Chinese Dream” for Chinese Foreign Policy: From
“Tao Guang Yang Hui” to “Fen Fa You Wei,” JCIR 3, no. 1 (2013): 53,
https://doaj.org/article/8e9bac4f0d574454b88168739a 011705

2 Xinhua, “Xi calls for new-type intl’l relations,” last modified March 24, 2013,
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-03/24/content_16340253.htm

3 William A. Callahan, “What can the China Dream do in the PRC?” The Asan Forum, last modified December 8,
2014, http://www.theasanforum.org/what-can-the-china-dream-do-in-the-prc/

4 China Academic Journals Database, author’s search of articles, September 20, 2019.
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making circles. Thus, shifting attention to other concepts may better aid understanding of the

CCP’s current international strategic intentions.

The CCP often references the Chinese Dream in relation to other concepts such as the
Community of Shared Future for Mankind (CSFM). Seen as an extension or component of Xi’s
original slogan, CSFM was first introduced in the 18th Party Congress Work Report of 2012.°
The concept refers to a group of people or nations bonded together by common interests and
fate.5 To achieve such a community, efforts at the international level must be made in five
aspects: political partnership, security, economic development, cultural exchanges and the

environment.’

Since its inception, CSFM has been increasingly featured in Chinese political dialogue. In 2017,
CSFM was highlighted in the 19th Party Congress Work Report of 2017 as a core goal of the
CCP, and described explicitly in terms of the Chinese Dream. The interconnectivity between the
two concepts is emphasized further in Xi’s statement that “this great struggle, great project, great
cause, and great dream are closely connected, flow seamlessly into each other, and are mutually
reinforcing.”® CSFM’s centrality to Chinese policy can be additionally seen in the 2018
Amendment to the PRC Constitution, where it was added as a new foreign policy goal.® It starred

in Xi’s speeches during prominent international occasions such as the 70th Session of the United

5 Xiaochun Zhao, “In Pursuit of a Community of Shared Future: China’s Global Activismin Perspective,” China
Quarterly of International Strategic Studies 4, no. 1 (2018): 27, DOI: 10.1142/S2377740018500082;

6 Denghua Zhang, “The Concept of Community of Common Destiny in China’s Diplomacy: Meaning, Motivations
and Implications,” Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies 5, no. 1 (2018): 197, doi: 10.1002/app5.231.

7 Xi Jinping, “Working Togetherto Forge a New Partnership of Win-win Cooperation and Create a Community of
Shared Future for Mankind,” (speech, New York, September 28, 2015), FMPRC,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_ena/wjdt_665385/zyjh_665391/t1305051.shtml

8 Xi Jinping, “Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive for
the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics fora New Era,” (Report at 19th Party Congress, Beijing,
October 18, 2017), Xinhua, 14,

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/download/Xi_Jinping's_report_at 19th CPC National_Congress.pdf

9 “Annotated Translation: 2018 Amendment to the P.R.C. Constitution (Version 2.0),” NPC Observer, last modified
March 11, 2018, https://npcobserver.com/2018/03/11/translation-2018-amend ment-to-the-p-r-c-

constitution/
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Nations General Assembly in 2015 and the World Economic Forum in Davos in 2018. The term
gained additional iternational traction with the UN’s incorporation of it into a resolution titled
“Social Dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,” which Chinese diplomats
and media deemed as a universal recognition of the concept and a huge Chinese contribution to

global governance.1?

Given the rising prominence of CSFM internationally, this thesis aims to deconstruct the concept
and situate it in terms of Chinese aspirations in the international system. This objective is
underpinned by the view that concepts such as CSFM reveal the CCP’s implicit and explicit
beliefs about the global order. Focusing on such ideas can thereby generate valuable insight on
China’s strategic priorities. This effort is particularly important as Chinese conceptualizations of
world affairs are unique and distinct, requiring Western scholarship to better engage with Chinese
thinking on the world order.1! To gain such insights, this thesis addresses the following questions:
How does the current Chinese leadership construct and present a narrative of a Community of a
Shared Future for Mankind to audiences abroad? What beliefs and visions underpin CSFM?

To address these questions, this thesis is structured in the following manner. Chapter 1 examines
the extent to which CSFM has been featured in academic scholarship, with reference to how
overseas and Chinese scholars engage with the concept. It defines and justifies the theories
employed to understand CSFM such as global governance failure, social interpretations of power,
Chinese discursive power and narratives in IR. Chapter 2 details the methodology, a three-layered
approach that comprises of content, thematic and narrative analysis. With the use of CCP
speeches and political documents, these layers respectively identify the components of narrative,

themes/storyline of narrative and types of narrative. They build upon one another to decode

10 «“Chinese landmark conceptputinto UN resolution for first time.” Xinhua, last mod ified

February 11, 2017, http://www.xinhuanet.com//english/2017-02/11/c_136049319.htm

11 Sabine Morky, “Decoding Chinese Concepts for the Global Order: How Chinese scholars rethink and reshape
foreign policy ideas,” MERICS, last modified October 4, 2018, 2, https://www.merics.org/en/china-
monitor/decoding-chinese-concepts-for-global-order.
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CSFM and the beliefs which underpin it. Chapter 3 quantitatively presents the findings of the
thematic and content analysis, proceeding to utilize these results to qualitatively reconstruct the
CSFM as an international system, identity and issue narrative. The conclusion recaps how CSFM
is constructed and presented by the CCP. It discusses the shortcomings of this work and makes

suggestions for additional research.



Sophie Cheung
2175347

Chapter 1: Literature Review and Theoretical Framework

CSFM in Existing Literature

The CCP has emphasized that CSFM is a core component and continuation of their national
rejuvenation project. Along with the Chinese Dream, it is one of the visions, concepts and
solutions which have been vigorously promoted by Chinese leaders.t? Given the presence of
CSFM in speeches directed to foreign audiences, and how it has been inscribed into the most
important Chinese constitutional documents'3, CSFM warrants for in-depth study. Such slogans,
although easily dismissed as vague or as propaganda, play a key role in shaping Beijing’s
political thoughts and actions.2* It is imperative to “..grasp the sources, dynamics and
implications of Chinese world-making,” as it uncovers motivations behind foreign policy and

references how and why Beijing seeks to shape world politics.1°

Yet, existing literature on CSFM is limited, with the majority of work deriving from Chinese
scholars and few from overseas ones. Literature from overseas scholars mention CSFM briefly in
broader discussions of the Chinese Dream, with absent or limited analysis of CSFM’s meaning
and implications in a global context.!® Observations from abroad often take CSFM as “...simply
an international expansion of domestic propaganda.”’Although the concept is relatively new, a
lack of focused literature from abroad is significant considering how the slogan is international
orientated and how comparatively rich Chinese literature is. CSFM is applauded by Chinese
scholars as a major contribution of Chinese wisdom to the world!8, a new framework that

transcends traditional IR thought!®, and as encapsulating the dreams of China and the world.20

12 1bid., 4.

13 See page 4.

14 William Callahan, “Dreaming as a critical discourse of national belonging: China Dream,

American Dream and world dream,” Nationsand Nationalism 35, no. 35 (2015): 251, DOI: 10.1111/nana.12296.
15 Morky, “Decoding Chinese Concepts,” 4.

16 See Serensen, “Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream,” 63 and Callahan, “Dreaming as a critical discourse,” 262.

17 Morky, “Decoding Chinese Concepts,” 4.

18 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism,” 25; Sun, Jianguo, “A Community of Shared Future for Mankind,” Qiushi 4
(2016): 114, http://qiushi.sinoperi.com.009a27ma0lef.erf.sbb.spk-berlin.de/en201604/896890.jht ml#

19 Sun, “Community of Shared Future,” 114; Zhao, “China’s Global Activism,” 25.
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CSFM is regarded domestically as a core aspect of Chinese foreign policy. It is thus necessary to

study the idea in-depth to understand CCP beliefs and aspirations in the international system.

Global Governance Failure
CSFM is referred to by scholars as a global governance concept,?! a tool to understand changes at

the global level.?2 In the current era of globalization, a need emerges for governance and rule-
making at the global level.2® Qin Yaqing argues that this need has not been met, with the
institutions  of the international system failing to exercise effective global level governance,
resulting in disorder.2* Global governance failure is presented as an outcome of a long-standing
international order characterized by political coercion, U.S-led military alliances, and Cold War
mentalities.?®> This viewpoint is in line with that of Xi, who stresses the “new threats and
challenges which we must face squarely...[by] abandon [ing] Cold War mentality n all its

manifestation. .. 2%

Although Chinese perspectives note that the system is changing, pressing challenges faced by the
international community such as terrorism, financial crises, and climate change, warrant for
immediate solutions. Global governance failure is cited to be largely due to ideational limitations,
where current ideas underpinning global governance such as monism, rationalism and dualism,
lag behind reality. To address this, it is necessary to reconstruct global governance ideas to ones
of pluralism, partnership and participation.?” CSFM is thus seen by Chinese academics as the

ideational solution to global governance failure, which “..especially in the West, has undermined

20 Xulong Chen, “Theory of Community of Shared Future For Mankind in Xi Jinping Diplomatic Thought,”
Contemporary World 4 (2016): 32.

21 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism,” 24. Chen, “”Theory of Community,” 35.

22 Martin Hewson and Timothy J. Sinclair, Approachesto Global Governance Theory (New York: State University
of New York Press, 1999), 3.

23 Michael Barnett and Raymond Duvall, Power in Global Governance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2005), 1.

24“Global Governance Failure and Ideational Reconstruction for a Sustainable World Order,” in China Under Xi
Jinping: Its Economic Challengesand Foreign Policy Initiatives, ed. Shao Binhong (Leiden: Brill, 2015), 98.

25 Sun, “Community of Shared Future,” 114.

26 Xi, “Working Together.”

27 Qin, “Global Governance Failure,” 98.
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the world’s confidence in the Washington Consensus, making more imperative the search for an
alternative model that is more just...”?® With its emphasis on equal representation, peaceful
development and win-win cooperation, Xi’s global governance concept is regarded by Chinese

scholars as a viable solution.

Non-Chinese scholars adopt more critical views of China’s proposals for global governance.
Contrary to beliefs which stress the existence of global governance failure and Chinese
contributions to address this, Michael Pillsbury sees the notion of global governance failure as a
constructed one, part of China's effort to delegitimize the West’s global authority and world order
in order to create a new one.2? According to this notion, China must create an image of terminal
decline in order to offer an appealing blueprint for a new one.3° The idea of CSFM as a viable
blueprint is further contested by Western scholars who see it as reflective of long-standing
Chinese rejections to the Western-led international order, and an attempt to subvert Western
influence.3! Xi’s proposal of a specifically China-ASEAN CSFM is highlighted as one such

example of a Chinese vision which excludes the U.S. and positions China at the center.32

Apprehensions about CSFM are further shaped by a perceived lack of credibility. As Ingrid
d’Hooghe notes, “...official messengers are never fully trusted, even less when they come from a
country with an authoritarian leadership that is not considered legitimate by the public.”3® As a
top-down initiative from an authoritarian government, CSFM could suffer from a lack of
legitimacy. Developments within China such as repressive domestic crackdowns and prevailing

gaps between the rich and the poor further stand at odds with Beijjing’s assertions that it holds the

28 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism,” 27.

2% The Hundred Year Marathon: China’s Secret Strategy to Replace America as the Global Superpower, (New York:
Henry Holt and Company, 2015), 192.

30 Randall L. Schweller and Xiaoyu Pu, “After Unipolarity: China’s Visions of International Order in an Era of U.S.
Decline,” International Security 35, no. 1 (2011): 60, https://www.jstor.org/stable/41289688

31 Liza Tobin, “Xi’s Vision for Transforming Global Governance: A Strategic Challenge for Washington and Its
Allies,” Texas National Security Review 2, no.1 (2018): 156-157, ISSN 2576-1153.

32 Sgrensen, “Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream,” 63.

33 China'sPublic Diplomacy, (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill | Nijhoff, 2014), 40.

9
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answers to global problems of peace and development. CSFM is thereby interpreted by Tobin as

China’s “..highly orchestrated, ostentatious campaign to trumpet its vision.”3*

The Power of Ideas

Chinese proposals such as CSFM can be situated within a broader context of change at the global
level. Recent trends of China’s rise and globalization indicate that power is diversifying
materially from West to East. Yet, change is also occurring in an ideational sense, as marked by
competing notions of best practices in the global political sphere. Miskimmon et al stress that not
only will there be “...future power transitions, but that future power transitions will be
different...” 35 Here, the difference can be traced to the increasing role of social and ideational
factors in international politics, rather than just material ones.36 Kennedy notes that as China
becomes more powerful, the question is not how it will employ its increased economic resources
to directly challenge dominant powers such as the U.S. Rather, the issue at hand is how China

will use its power to shape global governance ideas and norms to its liking.3’

This account of power transition rests upon a social interpretation of power. As Hurrell

elaborates, “we must place it [power] side by side with other quintessentially social concepts such
as prestige, authority and legitimacy. A great deal of the struggle for political power is the quest
for authoritative control that avoids...force and coercion.”®® Chinese leaders similarly recognize

that this social dimension of power must be harnessed to achieve great power status.3® Increasing

34 Tobin, “Xi’s Vision,” 166.

35Alister Miskimmon, Ben O'Loughlin, and Laura Roselle. Forging the World: Strategic Narrativesand
International Relations, (Michigan: University of Michigan Press, 2017), 18.

36 See William A. Callahan, “Identity and Security in China: The Negative Soft Power of the China Dream,”
POLITICS 35, no. 3-4 (2015): 316, doi: 10.1111/1467-9256.12088 and Jean-Marc F. Blanchard and Fujia Lu,
“Thinking Hard About Soft Power: A Review and Critique of the Literature on China and Soft Power,” Asian
Perspective 36, no. 4 (2012), https://www.jstor.org/stable/42704806, 566.

37 Scott Kennedy, Global Governance and China: The Dragon’s Learning Curve, (Routledge: London, 2017), 6.
38 Andrew Hurrell, “Power, Institutions, and the Production of Inequality,” In Power in Global Governance, ed.
Michael Barnett and Raymond Duvall, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 49.

39See Xi Jinping, “Jianshe shehui zhuyi wenhua giangguo zhuoli tigao guojia wenhua ruanshili,” last modified
December 31, 2013, http://www.xinhuanet.com//politics/2013-12/31/c_118788013.htm
10
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cultural attraction is equally as important as military, economic and political aspects of power.
For the CCP, these components together form a comprehensive national power.*? However,
China’s attractive power which rests upon culture and values, currently ‘punches below its
weight,” falling short of the clout expected of a great power and limiting China’s international

influence.4!

China’s Discursive Power

The Chinese perspective observes that its soft power resources of culture and values do not hold
as much weight internationally as its comparatively stronger hard power sources of economy and
military.*? Against the backdrop of globalization, Chinese efforts abroad are not aimed at
enhancing land, resources or markets, but at establishing rules and norms.3 The importance of
these efforts is shaped by Chinese sensitivity to their global image, and their feelings of
misjudgment and misunderstanding by the international community.44 As such, the CCP has
devoted much attention to its communication initiatives#®, an effort which can be understood
through the lens of discursive power (huayu quan) and the West’s discursive hegemony (huayu
baquan). As a popular topic within China, discourse power is interpreted in various ways.
Broadly speaking, these conceptualizations include a “ right to speak,” a de facto "power

discourse,” correlated directly with national strength, involving “power of the media" requiring

40 d’Hooghe, China’s Public Diplomacy, 2.

41 Callahan, “Identity and Security,” 216.

42 Zheng, Yongnian, “Zhongguo zai guojishiwushang meiyou huayuquan’ last modified April 18, 2013,
http://dfjws.blog.sohu.com/261284965.html; Meng Xiangqing and Wang Xiao, "Zai canyu quangiuzhili zhong
tisheng guojihuayuquan,” last modified October 15, 2015, http://theory.people.com.cn/n/2015/1015/c40531-
27699830.html

43 Yan Xuetongin Mark Leonard, What Does China Think? (New York: Public Affairs, 2008), 94.

44 d'Hooghe, China's Public Diplomacy, 2.

45 Jeanne L. Wilson, “Russia and China Respond to Soft Power: Interpretation and Readaptation of a

Western Construct,”Politics 35, no. 3-4 (2015), 288, doi: 10.1111/1467-9256.12095 and Gary D. Rawnsley, To
Know Us is to Love Us: Public Diplomacy and International Broadcasting in Contemporary Russia and China,”
Politics 35, no. 3-4 (2015), 274.
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its internationalization; or an aspect of soft power, involving values and culture.® Based on a
review of relevant Chinese literature, this thesis conceives discursive power as a combination of

these definitions, with discursive hegemony referring to the West’s dominance in these aspects.

In 2013, President Xi emphasized that Chinese values should be spread by increasing China’s
international discourse power.4” “More work should be done to refine and explain our ideas, and
extend the platform for overseas publicity, so as to make our culture known through international
communication...”™?8 Initiatives such as the Chinese Dream and CSFM are part of Chinese
endeavors for new discourse power, seen by Chinese academics as crucial for the development of
Chinese soft power.#® China has thus formulated a discursive power strategy that comprises of

setting facts straight and innovating rules.%°

The CCP’s focus on discursive power is understood by Chinese scholars in terms of the nations’
rapid economic development. In the last three decades, economic growth has expanded Chinese
overseas interests.®! As China participates and invest globally, its interests become intertwined
with that of the world. Participation in global discussions and affairs thus serves as an important
means to protect Chinese global interests. 52 Zheng frames the necessity of Chinese participation
in terms of their absence of international discursive power. “China is now the second largest
economy in the world, with an increased economic influence. Yet, the right to speak in

international economic affairs has not emerged, let alone the right to speak in world politics.”>3

46 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism, 542-544 and Elsa Kania, “The Right to Speak: Discourse and Chinese Power,”
last modified November 27, 2018. https://www.ccpwatch.ora/single-post/2018/11/27/The-Right-to-Speak-Discourse-
and-Chinese-Power

ATXi, “Jianshe shehui zhuyi wenhua,’
48 Xi Jinping, “Enhance China’s Cultural Soft Power,” (speech, Beijing, December 30, 2013) in The Governance of
China (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 2014), 179.

49 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism, 549.

50 |hid., 547.

51Anny Boc, “The Power of Language: Globalizing the Chinese Dream,” Fudan Journal of Humanities & Social
Sciences 8, no. 4 (2015): 545, https://doi-org.ezproxy.leidenuniv.nl:2443/10.1007/s40647-015-0102-y;

52 Zhang, Jianjing, “Zhongguo waijiao jinru huayuquan yishi gaozhang shidai, ” South Reviews 6 (2008): 26.

53 Zheng, “Zhongguo zai guojishiwushang.”

12
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The deficiency of discursive power thus contrasts China’s economic strength. Meng and Wang
similarly iterate this but offer a more optimistic view of China’s prospects. Accompanying
China’s growing economic resources is also the decline in the West’s economic strength,
signifying an opportunity for China to participate in global governance and improve international

discourse power through the construction of a new IR theory system.>*

The call to strengthen discursive power is additionally framed according to an issue of inequality
between China and the West, compounded by Chinese feelings of misunderstanding by the
international community. For Meng and Wang, the discursive hegemony of the West allows it to
maintain a leading position in the international system.®> China thus needs to enhance their
discursive power so that they can create their own political models rather than following the
established Western order.>® Focus on discursive power is further shaped by Chinese frustration
with the lack of desired results in their initiatives to strengthen their international
attractiveness.®’ As Xi emphasizes, China must “grasp international discourse to effectively
spread a “good voice and story of China.”®® Dai names “discourse, narrative and story,” as the
necessary tools to address this.>® For the CCP, increasing discourse power allows it to gain
control over how its values and ideas are communicated abroad, essential for the increase of its

attraction as a dimension of China’s comprehensive national power.

54 Meng and Wang, " Zai canyu quanqiuzhili zhong.”

55 Ibid.,

56 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism, 562.

57 See Jan Melissen and Ingrid d’Hooghe, “The Chinese Dream and Successful Communication with the World,”
Clingendael, last modified April 3, 2014, https://www.clingendael.org/publication/chinese-dream-and-successful-
communication-world

58 State Council Information Office ofthe PRC, “Xi Jinping:jianghao zhongguogushi,chuanbo
haozhongguoshengyin,” last modified September 4,

2013, http://www.scio.gov.cn/zhzc/10/Document/1345245/1345245.htm

59 Dai Muncai,“Cong sixiang he jiazhiguan shang dazao zhongguo huayuquan,” last modified March 20, 2015.
http://www.gstheory.cn/dukan/hqwg/2015-03/20/m 1114710382.htm
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The Narrative Turn in International Relations

In the past two decades, IR has undergone a ‘narrative turn,” with academics and policymakers
viewing narrative as a valuable way to understand and explain political phenomena.®® This turn
has accompanied a growing conviction that humans have a natural tendency to think in narrative
form and as such, examining how the world is conceptualized through narratives can contribute
to understanding how political actors make meaning.6! Narratives facilitate “meaning making,”
by simplifying complex situations into an understandable chain of events to formulate and
maintain world views.%? This worldview is a product of a particular perspective, selected and
formed with consideration of specific events, interests and goals over others. Narratives are thus
constructions of how to understand the world.63 Studying narratives can generate insight on an

actor’s self-understanding, interests, and ideas about how the world is and should function.54

Strategic Narratives

Narratives can be employed during times of change, such as the current international context
which is characterized by globalization and an economic power shift from West to East. As a
form of persuasive communication, strategic narrative sets off from a starting point of
understanding change in the international system by asking: what are the best methods to
influence international affairs?%® In a changing international order with increased voices wishing
to exert influence on politics, actors seek different paths to develop their power. Here,
communication becomes a key tool. Employing persuasive communication tactics can enhance a

nation’s international attractiveness by shaping favorable foreign opinions.

60 Geoffrey Roberts, “History, theory,and the narrative turn in IR,” Review of International Studies 32 (2006): 703,
doi:10.1017/S0260210506007248.

61Shaul R. Shenhav, “Political Narratives and Political Reality,” International Political Science Review 27, no. 23
(2006): 245.

62 |bid., 246.

63 Lutgard Lams, “Examining Strategic Narratives in Chinese Official Discourse under Xi Jinping,” Journal of
Chinese Political Science 23, n0.3 (2018): 388, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-018-9529-8

64 Andreas Antoniades, Alister Miskimmon and Ben O’Loughlin, Great Power Politicsand Strategic Narratives.
Sussex Center for Global Political Economy, 2010, 6, http://sro.sussexac.uk/id/eprint/12302/

65 Laura Roselle, Alister Miskimmon, Ben O’Loughlin, “Strategic narrative: a new means to understand soft power,”
Media, War and Conflict 7, no. 1 (2014): 75, https://doi.org/10.1177/1750635213516696.

14



https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-018-9529-8
http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/id/eprint/12302/
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1750635213516696

Sophie Cheung
2175347

To understand the processes of change and influence in IR, attention must be directed to not only
material power but also communication and social power.66 Strategic narratives offer a way to
achieve this, especially at atime of change atthe international level. ‘“Rational theories are for
well-ordered worlds and for leaders set within that world. “Today, however, we have a chaotic
world. . narratives are even more important for ordering the chaos.”’ In this context where
emerging powers can threaten the status quo, narratives allow actors to articulate interests in a
manner that facilitates power transitions whilst avoiding violent struggles with status quo states. 58
Narratives achieve this by forging cooperative behaviors and mitigating tensions, such as
between the U.S. and China.%® As a persuasive tactic, they also conceptually integrate values to
unite diverse political perspectives.”® These accounts all position narratives as a method of
strategic communication, a means for states to favorably exert their voice on agendas and

policies.”*

For the purpose of this thesis, strategic narrative is conceptualized as this form of persuasive
communication, involving the construction of a specific worldview by state actors for the
achievement of political objectives. This world view encapsulates the interests and goals of
states, articulating end results and how to get there.”? It includes a dimension of intentionally,
where events and identities are formed to “...give determined meaning to past, present and future
in order to achieve political objectives.””® To achieve objectives, narratives are often formed in

temporal terms, establishing “an initial situation or order, a problem that disrupts that order, and a

66 Miskimmon, O’Loughlin and Roselle, Forging the World, 3.

67 Roselle, Miskimmon and O’Loughlin, “Strategic narrative,” 75.

68 Antoniades, Miskimmon and O’Loughlin, Great Power Politics, 6.

69 Kevin Rudd, "How Ancient Chinese Thought Applies Today,” New Perspectives Quarterly 32, no. 2 (2015), 17,
https://doi.org/10.1111/npqu.11509.

70Jack Synder, “Dueling Security Stories: Wilson and Lodge Talk Strategy,” Security Studies 24 (2015): 171. DOI:
10.1080/09636412.2015.1003723.

"1Corinne Squire, “Approaches to Narrative Research,” (London: ESRC National Centre for Research Methods,
2008), 3, http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/419/1/MethodsReviewPaperNCRM-009.pdf.

72 Antoniades, Miskimmon and O’Loughlin, Great Power Politics, 6.

731bid., 5.
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resolution that re-establishes order.” 74 The effects of narratives is power and legitimacy, tied to
whichever narrative is successful in giving shared and accepted meaning. Narratives thus involve

a political struggle between states over ‘whose story wins’.”®

This research defines narrative as a constructed, temporal and politically-motivated form of story
building by states at the international level. Analyzing CSFM through the framework of narrative
allows for a tracing of how China strategically shapes agendas, policy choices, the discursive
environment, and the international system for political objectives.”® It is thus a fitting framework
for the objective of decoding CSFM to understand the CCP’s aspirations and beliefs in the global
order.

Chinese Strategic Narratives

China’s foreign policy strategies have historically featured strategic narratives. From Mao Ze
Dong’s “Five Principles,” to Deng Xiao Ping’s “independent and peaceful foreign policy,” to Hu
Jintao’s “Harmonious World,” to Xi’s current “Community of Shared Future,” China has
employed strategic narratives as part of an effort to communicate their intentions and values to
the world. Policy implementation at all levels in China is shaped with considerations to questions
of “How should this be put? What happens if we put it like that? Will putting it like this put
people off?””" Determining the most appropriate formulations of language is crucial to
controlling what is being discussed, and by extension what is being done within Chinese
politics.”® Such attention to the formulation and reception of Chinese ideas can be interpreted as
part of CCP’s efforts to increase their global influence through the spreading of values and

discourses.

"1bid., 4.

75 Joseph Nye, “Today, It's a Question of Whose Story Wins,” LA Times, last modified July 21, 2004,
http://media.leeds.ac.uk/papers/vp0ldcad.html

76 Boc, “The Power of Language,” 537.

77 Michael Schoenhals, Doing Things with Words in Chinese Politics: Five Studies,” (Berkeley, CA: University of
California Press, 1992), 3.

78 lhid.,
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Theoretical Framework

This chapter provided a contextual overview of CSFM and introduced concepts to understand
how CSFM is constructed. To decode CSFM, this thesis employs the theory of global governance
failure, which articulates how the current liberal international system is inadequate in addressing
issues facing the world today. Global governance failure reflects Chinese thinking about the
international system at a time of change and challenges. It further alludes to how CCP leaders
conceive of their role and the aspirations for CSFM in this context. Presented by the CCP as a
proposal for the management of global challenges, CSFM points to how China is inserting their
ideas in global discussions. In light of this, CSFM is further situated in terms of social
understandings of power, such as discursive power. As a way for the CCP increase its
attractiveness and better communicate Chinese values and ideas, discursive power can be

enhanced by developing, popularizing, and harnessing strategic narratives.
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Chapter 2: Methodology

To address how the CCP constructs and presents CSFM, this thesis examines CSFM as a
strategic narrative. As elaborated further in this chapter’®, there is an absence of specific
categories or procedures to structure narrative analysis on. As such, this thesis formulates its own
three-layered approach according to the objective of deconstructing CSFM and contextualizing

its underpinning ideas. To achieve this, the tools of content, thematic and narrative analysis are
employed to discern CSFM’s components, themes/storylines and types of narrative. The end
product utilizes results from the content and thematic analysis to re-tell the CSFM narrative at the

international system, issue and identity levels.

Text Selection and Translation

As CSFM will be examined as part of the CCP’s international strategy, English-language
translated speeches are selected for this analysis. Whilst translated documents could reflect the
ideas of a translator rather than the CCP, they can be taken as representative of official discourse

due to the CCP’s exclusive control over publishing.

Communicating narratives of China to the world relies greatly on the translation of ‘China’s
voice.”80 Thus, translation follows a set of highly regulated and largely secretive procedures.
Translators are members of the CCP, or hold senior positions in political and professional
institutions.8 This obliges them to uphold ideologies and pursue politically correct translations.8?
In recent years, translation processes have increasingly accommodated the target readership of an
international audience as China plays a greater part in global affairs. Audience reception is

crucial, as illustrated by procedures to “cover or dress up elements” not intended for international

79 See page 19

80 Jingjing Li and Saihong Li, “New trends of Chinese political translation in the age of globalisation,” Perspectives
23 (3): 424. DOI: 10.1080/0907676X.2014.983530

81 Tanina Zappone, “Translating Xi Jinping’s Speeches: China’s search for discursive power between political
correctness and external propaganda,” Kervan 22 (2018): 260-261, DOI: http://dxdoi.org/10.13135/1825-263X/2875
82 i and Li, “Chinese political translation,” 426.
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readers.®3 Political translation is thus an institutionalized, norm-governed and ideologically-
motivated practice,®4 underlining China’s preoccupation with how its ideas come across to

foreign audiences.

Chinese authorities are similarly involved in the translation process of CSFM. Whilst the original
Chinese wording of CSFM [renlei mingyun gongtong ti] has remained the same since its
inception, foreign audiences have heard the terms Community of Common Destiny, Community
of Common Future, Community of Shared Destiny, Community of Shared Interests and
Community of Shared Responsibilities. These were most prominently featured in 2013-2016,
with leaders shifting to almost exclusively using CSFM from mid-2016 onwards.®> Speeches
mentioning CSFM and related terminologies are exclusively translated by CCP in-house
translation services. Official media must also adhere to the latest official translations to “...ensure
the uniform formulation of China’s worldview through translation.”®® According to Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, changes in CSFM terminology were also a result of the natural development
of the concept. “Shared interests and shared responsibilities constituted the foundation and due
path for building a community of shared future, which is an elevated integration of the
community of shared interests and the community of shared responsibilities.”8” Thus, this

research codes CSFM and related terms as variations of the same concept.

CSFM in Speeches

CSFM was first introduced in the 18th Party Congress Work Report of November 2012 and was
not mentioned in English-language speeches until January 2013. From January 2013-November
2019, CSFM and related concepts® were featured in 193 English-language texts in the

83 Zappone, “Translating Xi Jinping’s Speeches,” 266.

84 Li and Li, “Chinese political translation,” 427.

85 See Appendix 1 for full list of speeches mentioning CSFM and related concepts.

86 Zappone, “Translating Xi Jinping’s Speeches,”248.

87 Wang Yi, “Work Together to Create a Community of Shared Future for Mankind,” (speech, March 31 2016),
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_665391/t1369269.shtml

88 See Appendix 1.
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‘Speeches’ sections of the website of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs®® and the English
version of the Chinese State Council website.?® Texts were selected from these outlets due to
their focus on foreign policy developments. Other ministries did not have this emphasis or
English-language versions of websites. All texts mention CSFM or related concepts at least once
within the title or body of the speech.

The volume of CSFM mentions highlights its importance in the CCP’s nternational
communication strategy. CSFM’s promotion at hundreds of international events with varying
audiences points to its centrality in the Chinese communication strategy. However, many
speeches include CSFM only once in the context of broader topics and events, making them less
suitable for this research objective of providing in-depth account of CSFM’s construction. Thus,
only speeches that include CSFM at least five times were considered for the final analysis. A total
of twenty-three speeches met this criteria,®® still a large number considering the time and word
constraints of this thesis. As such, one speech each year from 2014-2019°2 was selected, on the
basis of highest frequency of CSFM mentions. The decision to select texts based on years was to

account for any developments that could impact how often and in what ways CSFM is presented.

With the goal of analyzing a total of twelve texts, six more speeches were chosen according to
target audience. To have arange of speeches targeting various audiences is important, as
messages could be presented differently depending on the audience. The final selected speeches
were delivered at academic, region-specific, human rights, security and development forums.

Others were made after Party Congresses, or atthe UN Office in Geneva. All speeches were

89 Ministry of Foreign Affairs ofthe PRC, “Speeches,” accessed November 1, 2019.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wijb_663304/wjbz 663308/2461 663310/

90 The State Council ofthe PRC, “Speeches,” accessed November 1, 2019.
http://english.www.gov.cn/premier/speeches/

91 See highlighted items in Appendix 1.

92 Although CSFM was mentioned in 2013, there were no speeches that yearwhich mentioned CSFM or related
concepts five or more times.
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delivered by Xi or high-ranking leaders such as Wang Yi,%® Yang Jiechi,®* Zheng Zeguang, Li
Baodong or Liu Zhenmin.®> Further details about the selected speeches can be found in Appendix
2.

Analyzing Narratives

To discern how the narrative of CSFM is constructed, this research employs a narrative approach.
This interprets stories which are told within the context of research, and focuses on elements such
as “how the story is structured, what functions the story serves, what is the substance of the story,
and how the story is performed.”® By concentrating on these aspects, a narrative approach

addresses the composition of CSFM as a strategic narrative.

Unlike other qualitative frameworks, narrative research does not set definitive starting or
finishing points. No self-evident categories exist on which to structure narrative analysis on.®’
There is an absence of overall rules about suitable materials, methods of analysis, or the best
level at which to study stories. For example, narrative frameworks do not outline whether to
focus on stories’ particularity or generality; or what epistemological significance to attach to

narratives.%8

As such, this research adopts its own approach based on the conception of narrative as a
constructed, temporal and politically-motivated form of story building. The choice of
methodology is further guided by “...the question being asked and the tradition the researcher

feels most comfortable within... entail [ing] the use of different methods.”? For this thesis,

98 Wang Yi is the Foreign Minister and a member of the 13th State Council, the executive organ of the CCP.

94 Yang Jiechi was a member of the 12th State Council, and is currently a member of the Politburo and the Director
of the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commission

95 Zheng Zeguang, Li Baodong and Liu Zhenmin are Vice Foreign Ministers.

96 Erin Sahlstein Parcell and Benjamin Baker, “Narrative Analysis,”in The SAGE Encyclopedia of Communication
Research Methods, (Thousand Oaks, SAGE, 2018), 1070.

97 Squire, “Approaches to Narrative Research,” 4

98 hid.,

99 Miskimmon, O’Loughlin and Roselle, Forging the World, 24.
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CSFM is examined through three layers of analysis, each of which employs different tools of
content, thematic and narrative analysis. The layers of analysis build upon each other and decode
different dimensions of narrative to discern how CSFM is built and presented. Chronologically,
this process begins with identifying the components of a narrative, the themes/storylines of
narrative, and finally, the types of strategic narratives. Each layer’s details, function and tools are
outlined below and expanded upon in the subsequent sections.

Components of Narrative

Components: Act, scene, agent, agency, purpose
Characteristics: Descriptive, contextual, explicit
Tools: Thematic and content analysis

Themes/Storylines of Narrative

Storylines: Global governance failure, Shared fate, Chinese
wisdom/solutions, Chinese victimization, Chinese presence and power,
China for multilateralism

Characteristics: Analytical, implicit
Tools: Thematic and contentanalysis

[ . .
Types: International system, issue, identity
Characteristics:Interpretative
Tools:Narrative Analysis
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Types of Strategic Narratives

Narrative analysis involves the reconstruction of the composition of the narrative.1%° As this
thesis seeks to address how CSFM is presented, the end goal is to identify and explain the types
of strategic narrative that CSFM constitutes as. To retell the CSFM narrative with reference to the
beliefs which underpin it, the meaning of CSFM will be examined at three levels: international
system, identity and issue.1% Narratives at these levels are inextricably linked, and can be
interpreted as interconnected layers of meaning. 192 When employed at one level, they may affect
narratives at other levels, influencing, future policy choices and behavior.1%3 An actor who is able
to align system, policy, and identity narratives also has a greater chance of influence.1%4 It is thus
essential to explore CSFM at all three levels. The table below describes the types of strategic

narrative.

Types of Strategic Narratives'®

Inte rnational System Identity Issue

How the world is structured,
who the players are, and how the
system works.

E.g. The Cold War

The story of who a political
actor is, and what values/goals it
has.

E.g. The U.S. as a Champion of
Democracy

Sets political actions in a context, with
an explanation of who the important
actors are, what the conflict or issue is,
and how a course of action will

resolve the issue.

Interpreting CSFM in this manner takes narratives as layers of meaning and brings them into

useful dialogue with each other.1%6 This . provides a more precise grasp of how communication,

persuasion and influence operate in international affairs.”07 It functions as a focused lens to

100 Kimberly A. Neuendorf. Content Analysis: Guidebook. (Thousand Oaks: Sage, 2002), 5.
101 Miskimmon, O’Loughlin and Roselle, Forging the World, 7.

102 1bid.,

103 See Roselle, Miskimmon, O’Loughlin, “Strategic narrative,” 77 for an example.

104 1bid., 3.

105 Miskimmon, O’Loughlin and Roselle, Forgingthe World, 7.

108 Squire, “Narrative Research,” 5.

107 Roselle, Miskimmon, O’Loughlin,
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discern how China understands the international system, its role within the system, and the global
issues at hand. This typology provides a structured way to situate identified themes and storylines
from the middle layer of the methodology which is focused on content analysis. Thus, the types
of narrative framework directs this research explicitly towards the specific visions, beliefs and

motivations which underpin CSFM, allowing for a comprehensive deconstruction of the concept.

This layer of analysis is positioned last in the research process, as it incorporates and elaborates
upon the descriptive layer (components of narrative), and analytical layer (themes/storylines of
narrative), to achieve a final construction of CSFM. The end product is a narrative analysis which
examines the structure, function, substance and delivery of the story. It will be framed around the
international system, identity and issue levels and re-tells the CSFM narrative with the use of

excerpts from CCP speeches.

Components of Narrative

In order to reconstruct the CSFM as a narrative at the international system, identity and issue
levels, this research firstly sets out to identify and describe CSFM as a narrative. As outlined by
Miskimmon et al, there are five components of narrative: character or actors (agent),
setting/lenvironment/space (scene), conflict or action (act), tools/behavior (agency) and
resolution/or suggested resolution/goal (purpose).1%8 This criteria qualifies CSFM as a narrative,
confirming the suitability of the narrative approach and strategic narrative as an analytical
framework. Identifying components of narrative also explicitly sets out the who, when and
where, what, how and why elements, which contextualize actions and motives for China’s CSFM

narrative.109

108 |pid.,

109 Carolijn Van Noort, “Study of Strategic Narratives: The Case of BRICS,” Politics and Governance 5, no. 3
(2017): 123, http://dxdoi.org/10.17645/pag.v5i3.961

24



Sophie Cheung
2175347

To gather these components, descriptive coding was conducted on the 19th Party Congress Work

Report from 2017. Convened every five years, Party Congresses reviews the work of the CCP

and outline priorities for the next five years. Work reports set forth guidelines of the highest

authority and are the most authoritative public recitation of CCP policy.10 In the table below,

excerpts about CSFM are referenced in relation to the components of a narrative.

Components of Narrative as
presented in the 19th Party
Congress Work Report

Community of Shared Future for Mankind

Agent (character or actors)

“The Communist Party of China.”!*

Scene (setting)

“Changes in the global governance system and the international order...”*!2

“The world... [that faces] growing uncertainties and destabilizing
factors,”'*3

Act (conflict or action)

“As human beings we have many common challenges to face.” 14
“Gap between rich and poor...unconventional security threats...major
infectious diseases, and climate change...”!1®

Agency (tools/behavior)

“The Belt and Road Initiative”116

Purpose (resolution or goal)

“Safeguard world peace, contribute to global development, and uphold
international order”*!’

“Rise in China’s international influence, ability to inspire, and power to
shape.”!18

“The Chinese Dream can be realized only in a peaceful international
environment and under a stable international order,” 11°

110 Alice Miller, “How to Read Xi Jinping’s 19th Party Congress Political Report,” accessed November 26, 2019,
https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/clm53am.pdf

M1 Xi “Secure a Decisive Victory,” 50.

112 Ipid., 51
113 bid.,

114 Ipid.,

115 Ipid.,

116 1bid., 52
117 Ibid., 21.
118 1bid., 6.
119 1bid., 21.
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The purpose of this descriptive coding is to describe CSFM as a narrative and provide some
contextual background. It is not meant to serve as a complete account of the components of the
CSFM narrative, but rather as a summary of the agent, scene, act, agency and purpose. This thesis
recognizes that certain components such as agency and agent are not fully represented due to
research scope restraints. Nevertheless, the aspects outlined sets a clear, albeit brief, picture of the
CSFM narrative. It functions as a starting point for a more elaborate and in-depth thematic and

content analysis.

Narrative Themes and Storylines

To identify how CSFM is constructed, this methodology focuses around narrative
themes/storylines with the tools of thematic and content analysis. Thematic analysis identifies,
analyses and reports patterns, or themes, in a minimally organized manner that describes data in
rich detail.120 It is “not necessarily dependent on quantifiable measures, but rather on whether it
captures something important in relation to the overall research question.”?! It is further “driven
by the researcher’s theoretical or analytical interest ... [and] tends to provide less a rich

description of the data overall, and a more detailed analysis of some aspect of the data.”122

Considering the time, word and scope limitations of this thesis, such a methodology is best suited
to understand a smaller number of texts in greater detail, rather than a larger number of texts with
less detail. This is also due to how state-level communication efforts are reflective of an effort to
stay “on message,” and as such, speeches are commonly a re-iteration of a focused and repeated

“message.”12® Repetition provides legitimacy to messages, crucial for public acceptance.

Messages must be consistent with already existing ideas and narratives so that audiences have a

120 Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, “Using thematic analysis in psychology,” Qualitative Research In
Psychology 3, no. 2 (2006): 79, https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a

121 |bid., 82.

122 |pid., 84.

123 Skonieczny, “Narrative Analysis,” 9.
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sense of plausibility. 124 As part of an overarching communication strategy of the CCP, CSFM
and its themes are likely to appear across many speeches in order to construct a consistent
narrative. This thesis will identify the most relevant themes in accordance with the research

objective of unpacking CSFM’s meaning.

Amongst the forms of narrative analysis, thematic analysis is employed due to the focus it has on
motifs within narratives and the types of stories told.12> Such an approach is fitting to identify the
recurring ideas which underpin CSFM and reflect the CCP’s strategic priorities. In light of this
objective, the thematic method in this research is defined as one that “unpicks or unravels the
surface of reality.”?6 As defined earlier, narratives can be understood as a specific worldview or
reality. They are constructed and maintained by discourses, which shape how communities
choose to engage and understand politics in specific ways over others.12” As this research is part
of a constructivist research agenda to highlight the role of ideational factors in IR, a thematic

approach is suitable to explore how the CCP injects their discourses into global discussions.

This layer of analysis draws inspiration from Skonieczny by organizing themes according to
storylines. Themes signal larger storylines that comprise of an overall narrative strategy.128
Storylines are often explicitly referenced to by political leaders and invoke specific
understandings. 12° They create and maintain discursive order by allowing actors to draw upon
discursive categories, such as themes, to give meaning to phenomena. Storylines “...suggest unity
in...[the face of] a problem... play [ing] a key role in the positioning of subjects and structures.
Political change may therefore well take place through the emergence of new storylines that

reorder understandings. Finding the appropriate storyline becomes an important form of

124 Skonieczny, “Trading with the enemy: narrative, identity and US trade politics,” Review of International Political
Economy 25, no. 4 (2018): 445, DOI: 10.1080/09692290.2018.1448879.

125 |pid.,

126 Braun and Clarke, “Using thematic analysis,” 81.

127 Florian Schneider, “Getting the Hang of Discourse Theory,” last modified May 6, 2013.
http://www.politicseastasia.comv/studyinag/getting-the-hang-of-discourse-theory/

128 Skonieczny, “Trading with the enemy,” 447.

1291pid., 446.
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agency.”'30 Examining the CCP’s storylines can thereby generate insight on how China

understands the political world and their role within it.

To identity CSFMs themes and storylines, this process followed Neuendorf's proposal to code
categories based on theory and previous studies.!3! Themes and storylines were identified by
referencing relevant theories and previous literature from the first chapter, such as global
governance failure. This step was further guided by Braun and Clarke’s definition of what
constitutes as a theme, which “captures something important about the data in relation to the
research question.”32 With the research question in mind, themes were further drawn up if they
touched upon CCP beliefs or visions about global governance, the international system, and their

role within it.

This research proceeded to follow Neuendorf's suggestion to screen examples of content for
analysis.133 Two speeches with CSFM mentioned at least five times were randomly selected.
From the reading of these two texts, additional and enhanced thematic categories and storylines
were included into the table below. This process will be repeated during the content analysis, thus
constituting an evolutionary coding approach as “...categories evolve from theoretical

considerations into a full-fledged operational list based on empirical data.”134

The following table outlines six storylines of the CSFM narrative, along with respective themes.
Each theme signals a specific storyline, with the exception of “world must unite to face an
uncertain future,” “Chinese partnerships rather than U.S.-style alliances,” and “Chinese
participation in multilateral platforms,” which have necessary overlap across two storylines. The

130 Maarten Hajer, The Politics of Environmental Discourse (Oxford: Clarendon Press; Oxford University Press,
1995,) 56.

131 Neuendorf, Content Analysis, 50.

132 Braune and Clarke, “Using thematic analysis,” 82.

133 Neuendorf, Content Analysis, 50.

134 Florian Schneider, “How to Do a Discourse Analysis,” last modified May 13, 2013,
http://www.politicseastasia.comv/studying/how-to-do-a-discourse-analysis/
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theme of an uncertain future calls for international cooperation within a broader storyline of

liberal global governance failure. It further contextualizes the storyline in which China

champions for multilateralism as the appropriate course of action at a time of global governance

failure. The theme of Chinese participation in multilateral platforms similarly overlaps between

two storylines, signaling how China is increasingly active in the international system, and how it

champions for multilateralism. Proposed as a Chinese alternative to longstanding U.S.-led

alliances, the theme of partnerships also belongs to both the Chinese victimization/anti-\West

storyline, and the Chinese wisdoms/solutions storyline.

Themes and Storylines of CSFM Narrative

Liberal global
governance is
failing

Shared fate of the
World

Chinese wisdom and
solutions can solve
global governance
issues

Chinese
Victimization/
Anti-West

Increasing Chinese
presence and power
in the international
system

China as a
champion of
multilateralism

World faces Benefits and China’s phenomenal Unfounded and | China is reshaping Criticisms of
unprecedented | interests of all progress and unfair critiques | global norms and unilateralism/
challenges countries are development of China values to its favor bilateralism

shared and

intertwined
Changes atthe | Shared dream China contributes to China is a fair, Increased Chinese Multi-
international between China and | mankind by preserving | just and voice in international | polarization is
level other countries peace or development | responsible issues the trend of the

power times

World must Shared struggles Chinese perspectives | The West should | Increased Chinese World must
unite to face an | and interests and proposals are not intervene in | soft power unite to face an
uncertain between China and | needed internal affairs uncertain future
future developing of other

countries countries
Criticisms of Shared struggles China wants to Chinese China’s phenomenal | The UN at the
Cold War and interests improve, not overturn | partnerships progress and core of the
mentalities, between China and | the international rather than U.S. | development international
zero-sum Asian countries system alliances system
thinking
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Global
governance
reform is
needed or
desired

Positive China-U.S.
relations benefit
everyone

Chinese traditions of
peace and harmony

Chinese participation
in multilateral
platforms

Chinese
participation in
multilateral
platforms

Reform must

Common interests

CSFM is warmly

Multilateralism

be inclusive between China and | received by the promotes peace
Europe international and
community development
New type of China wants to
international relations improve, not
featuring win-win overturn the
cooperation international
system
Chinese partnerships China as a
rather than U.S. defender of
alliances developing
countries

Peaceful coexistence

With these established themes and storylines from the thematic analysis, a content analysis will

be conducted on speeches with the aid of the computer software Quirkos. Formatted and designed
for themes or nodes of analysis, Quirkos sorts and presents qualitative data in an organized
manner. It will assist in counting how many times each theme appears across texts. Although
each theme does not have to be described in speeches exactly as outlined in the table above, the
emphasized idea of the sentence/phrase should include one or more elements of the
corresponding theme. To discern if a sentence/phrase corresponds to a theme, the preceding and
following sentences will be considered for contextual purposes.13® The final results of the content
analysis outlines how many times each theme is presented, signaling how present certain

storylines are in the CSFM narrative.

135 For further description, justification and examples of coding, see appendix 3.
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Chapter 3: Findings and Analysis

As the content analysis was designed and implemented to only count how many times each theme
and storyline appeared, the corresponding data is presented in a purely quantitative manner. It
provides an overview of how often certain themes were drawn upon to indicate different
storylines in the CSFM narrative. To further account for the significance of these results in terms
of CSFM socialization, the forthcoming section qualitatively situates these storylines and themes
according to types of strategic narratives. It synthesizes the prevalent themes and storylines from
the content analysis to account for how the CCP prescribes meaning to CSFM at the international

system, identity and issue levels.

Presence of Storylines and Themes
Results from the content analysis outline that all six of the storylines and their respective themes

were present in all speeches about CSFM. The storylines, themes and their occurrences are
outlined in the table and graphs below, accompanied by qualitative analysis in the forthcoming

section.

Presence of Storylines in CSFM Narrative

Storyline Number of Appearances % of Total Storylines

Chinese wisdom and solutions can 193 31%
solve global governance issues

Liberal global governanceis failing | 130 21%
China as a champion of 98 15.5%
multilateralism

Shared fate of the world 98 15.5%
Chinese victimization/anti-West 63 10%
Increasing Chinese presenceand 46 %

power in the international system

31



Sophie Cheung
2175347

Presence of Storylines in CSFM Narrative

15.5%
7%

31%

M Liberal global governance is failing

E Shared fate of the world

Chinese wisdom and solutions can solve global governance issues

HE Chinese victimization/anti-West

@ Increasing Chinese presence and power in the international

system

Chinese Wisdom and Solutions can Solve Global Gove rnance Issues Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
Chinacontributes to mankind by preserving peace ordevelopment | 73
New type of international relations featuring win-win 21
cooperation

Chinese partnerships rather than U.S. alliances 20
Chinese perspectives and proposals are needed 18
Chinese traditions of peace and harmony 17
China wants to improve, not overturn the international system 15
Peaceful Coexistence 13
CSFM is warmly received by the international community 9
China’s phenomenal progress and development 7
Total 193
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Liberal Global Governance is Failing Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
World faces unprecedented challenges 35

Changes at the international level 27

Criticisms of Cold War mentalities and zero-sum 26

thinking

World must unite to face an uncertain future 15

Global governance reform needs to be inclusive 15

Global governance reform is needed or desired 12

Total 130

China as a Champion of Multilate ralism Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
The UN at the core of the international system 20
China as a defender of developing countries 17
China wants to improve, not overturnthe international | 15
system

The world must unite to face an uncertain future 15
Criticisms of unilateralism/bilateralism 10
Chinese participation in multilateral platforms 9
Multilateralism promotes peace/development 7
Multi-polarization is the trend of the times 5
Total 98
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Shared Fate Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
Benefits and interests of all countries are common and | 30
intertwined

Shared struggles and interests between China and 26
Asian countries

Shared struggles and interests between China and 24
developing countries

Shared dream between China and othercountries 9
Positive China-U.S. relations benefit everyone 6
Common interests between Chinaand Europe 3
Total 98

China Victimization/Anti-West Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
China is a fair, justand responsible power 21

Chinese partnerships rather than U.S. alliances 20

The Westshould notintervene in internal affairs of 16

other countries

Unfounded and unfair critiques of china 6

Total 63

China’s International Presence and Power Storyline

Theme No. of Appearances
Increased Chinese voice in international issues 15

Chinese participation in multilateral platforms 13

China is reshaping global norms and values to its favor | 9

China’s phenomenal progress/development 7
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Increased Chinese soft power 2
Total 46

CSFM Strategic Narratives

In speeches, Chinese leaders employed the above storylines and themes to put forth an
international system narrative of global interdependence, an issue narrative of global governance
failure, and an identity narrative of China as a responsible world leader. These narratives had
overlaps, with stories and themes often drawing upon each other. In the following section, each
narrative will be deconstructed with the usage of quotes from speeches and a focus on the
ontological attributes of narratives. This approach discerns each narrative’s different layers of

meaning and brings them into dialogue with each other.36

International System Narrative of Global Interdependence
CSFM is presented as an international system narrative of global interdependence, where the core

theme of changes at the international level is emphasized and linked to the storyline of a shared
fate of the world. The CCP identifies ‘“changes unseen in a century”'3’ as the “shifting balance of
power,”38 and “multi polarization and economic globalization.”?3 In the face of this “changing
international and regional landscape,” 4% the “interests of countries have never been so closely

interconnected.” 141

Global interdependence is framed as an inescapable outcome of monumental changes at the
international level. This pattern of change is established in the opening paragraphs of almost all
speeches by various CCP leaders.142As the interests of participants in the international system

become intertwined, their future is one and the same. “All countries belong to one big family as

136 Squire, “Narrative Research,” 5.

137 Yang 24-6-19

138 Wang 10-12-17

139 Xj 28-3-15

140 |pid.,

141 ju-21-11-14

142 Spe Wang 6-25-19, Yang 14-7-18, Wang 10-12-17, Li 10-12-17, Wang1-9-17, Xi 18-1-17, Xi 28-3-15.
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they live on the same planet they call home, with their dreams and futures closely linked.”'43 To
signal the shared fate storyline, officials often refer to the theme of a shared dream. This
underscores that not only is the world’s fate intertwined, but that all people are united in their
aspirations for the international system. By interlinking the fate and hopes of all, the CCP

establishes a sense of interdependence between countries of the world.

To further emphasize a shared fate, Chinese leaders employ specific themes to target different
audiences. For Asian and developing countries, China focuses on shared historical struggles and
developmental interests. China and Africa have “ similar sufferings and struggle in our histories
and are faced with the same tasks of development. 144 “Asian countries [after the Cold War]
were finally able to focus on development and on exploring a path suited to their national
conditions.”#® To establish a shared fate with the U.S. and Europe, CCP leaders tweak their
approach by referencing common and contemporary economic interests rather than shared
historical struggles. The “economic relationship between China and the United States is, in
essence, mutually beneficial, delivering many tangible benefits to people of both countries.”*46
“China and Europe have continued to make fresh headway in the development of the partnership
for peace, growth, reform...”4” Here, leaders employs a multi-pronged approach that considers
the nature of bilateral relations and historical contexts to ensure that the narrative of global

interdependence speaks to all participants in the international system.

After employing the themes of shared dreams and interests against a backdrop of global change,
the CCP establishes a sense of uncertainty for the international system which equally affects all
parties. “People long for a bright future but are bewildered about what will come. What has

143 Zheng 26-3-18
144 Wang 25-6-19
145 Lju 21-11-14
148 Zheng 26-3-18
147 Wang 10-12-17
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happened to the world and how should we respond?”148 The looming image of an unknown future

creates fear and urgency to adequately address destabilizing factors in the international system.

In a system of global interdependence, which “has become more unstable, uncertain and
unpredictable,”14° the CCP emphasizes that Cold War mentalities and zero-sum thinking must be
abandoned. Such attitudes are inefficient and in conflict with processes of integration that
characterize the current order. “One must not cling to the Cold War mentality or zero-sum
thinking since the times have changed. We must keep pace with the trends in the 21st
century...”%0 The call to replace zero-sum thinking is prescribed with a high degree of urgency
when officials touch upon conceptualizations of how the international system is vs how it ought
to be. These notions draw upon history, juxtaposing the outdated and inefficient remnants of Cold
War thinking with the present and future of global interdependence. “Old security concepts based
on the Cold War mentality, zero-sum game and worship of force are being overtaken by new
trends of regional economic integration.”1%! Here, Chinese representatives point to how
diplomatic practices from the Cold War stand at odds with the progression of mankind in an era

of global interdependence.

Whilst speeches do not specify which actors are guilty of operating under Cold War mentalities,
Beijing alludes to the U.S. as such an actor. Chinese diplomats have previously issued warnings
to their American counterparts at times of heightened bilateral tensions, explicitly criticizing

them for engaging in zero-sum thinking.152 Beijing’s narrative of global interdependence further

imagines a system where “all countries, big or small, strong or weak, rich or poor, are equal

148 |bid.,

149 Yang 14-7-18

150 wang 1-9-17

151 Liu 21-11-14

152 Xinhua, “China urges U.S. to discard Cold-war mentality, zero-sum game mindset,” last modified September 16,
2019, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-09/16/c_138396255.htm and BBC, “China condemns US Cold War
mentality on national security,” last modified December 19, 2017, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-
42409148
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members of the international community.”!%3 Again alluding to the U.S., often regarded as the
dominant power and leader of the current liberal international system, the CCP asserts that “no
country has the right to monopolize international and regional security affairs.”®4 Within the

Chinese proposed system of global interdependence, equality, mutual trust and justice are core
values which are described as achievable only through the rejection of “the outdated Cold-War

mentality and zero-sum mindset. %%

Other characteristics of the Cold War period such as U.S.-style alliances are similarly criticized

in the international system narrative. Alliances were U.S-led features of the bipolar Cold War
system and remain a “central pillar of the liberal international system.”%¢ Beijing opposes such
alliances, labeling them as “outdated,”®” and advocating for the alternative of partnerships which
“spring naturally from China’s independent foreign policy of peace...transcend the Cold War
mentality of either with us or against us that created confrontation between opposing alliances,
and present the world with a new modality for developing state-to-state relations. %8

Partnerships, a hallmark of contemporary Chinese foreign policy, are noted to be more conducive
to progress and collaboration in a globalized world.1>° They are more preferable for the CCP as
they are not bounded by treaty obligations and allow for cooperation with partners despite
differences in ideologies.’®® By contrasting partnerships with the inefficient alliance system, CCP
officials put forth a vision of the global order in which the U.S. system of treaty alliances is
absent.161 The international system narrative thus excludes long-standing features associated and

put forth by the West, advocating for a system which instead features Chinese proposals.

153 Yang 14-7-18

154 1bid.,

155 1hid.,

156 CSIS, “Alliances and American Leadership Project,” accessed December 19, 2019,
https://www.csis.org/programs/alliances -and-american-leadership-project

157 Wang 31-5-16

158 Wang 1-9-17

159 Wang Yi, “Work Together to Build Partnerships and Pursue Peace and Development,” (speech, Beijing, March
20, 2017), FMPRC, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_enag/wjb_663304/wjbz 663308/2461 663310/t1448155.shtml
160 Tobin, “Xi’s Vision,” 157.

161 |bid.,
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In the context of global interdependence, the CCP highlights themes of changes, shared fates and
dreams, uncertain futures and the need to abandon old Cold-War mentalities. These notions
suggest the need for new global governance ideas, as a “new era calls for a new mentality. 162
“Human society has once again come to a crossroads of history. Should one opt for openness or
isolation, cooperation or confrontation, win-win or zero-sum game? These are the questions we
are all thinking hard about. The choice made by major countries will significantly impact the
future of our world and the entire mankind.”163 The international system narrative thus functions
to set the context in which new ideas and solutions are required during a time of global

interdependence.

Issue Narrative of Global Governance Failure
Drawing on the narrative of global interdependence in which the world is characterized by

change and uncertainties, the CCP establishes an issue narrative of global governance failure.
Whilst the international system narrative alludes to problems in the global order, the issue
narrative explicitly labels the issue as the failure of liberal global governance to address changes
and challenges in a system of global interdependence. There thus needs to be immediate
“solutions, 64 “reforms,”®% and “conclusions and answers.”6¢ The narrative of global
governance failure is constructed through its own storyline, along with major themes of
unprecedented challenges, the desire for international system reform and a more inclusive reform.
It further employs the storyline of Chinese wisdom and solutions, drawing upon the notion that
Chinese ideas such as CSFM, a new type of IR and peaceful coexistence!®’ are needed to solve

global governance failure.

162 \Wang 31-5-16

163 Zheng 26-3-18

164 Wang 10-12-17

165 Zheng 26-3-18

166 Wang 1-9-17

167 See Appendix 3 for details about these Chinese concepts.
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The leadership devotes time in each speech to highlight the unprecedented challenges that the
world faces, which attests to the inability of the current system to address these issues. Against
the backdrop of globalization and a consequent shared fate, there are challenges such as
“uncertainties in the economic climate...non-traditional security threats and global challenges
including terrorism, cyber security, energy security, food security, climate change, and major
infectious diseases.”68 By highlighting the severity of these issues, the CCP establishes a sense
of necessity and urgency to reform global governance in order to “safeguard world peace.”16°
The narrative of global governance failure is constructed through themes of desired reform and
inclusive reform. Echoing the longing of many for reform of the international system to be more
inclusive, the CCP establishes that improvements must be made due to limitations of the current
system. Against the backdrop of global interdependence, “countries are eagerly looking for
solutions to such questions as how to uphold the post-war international order.”’0 These questions
are framed in terms of the unprecedented challenges that have been left unresolved and equally
impact members of the international community. Thus, “the goal to achieve peace and

development is far from being met. We need to respond to the people’s call...”17!

The demand for global governance reform is projected in terms of the fundamental inequality
which exists in international relations, illustrated by the lack of “representation and say of
developing countries.”’2 Thus, “reforms to make the global governance system more just and
equitable,” 3 and “in a way that serves the interest of developing countries,”*’4 are required. In
this instance, China presents itself as a defender of developing countries and emerging

economies. “China maintains that global affairs should be run together by countries in the world,

168 Xj 28-3-15

169 Zheng 26-3-18
170 Wang 31-5-16
111 Xi 18-1-17

172 Yang 14-7-18
173 Yang 24-6-19
174 Ibid.,
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and that all people, irrespective of their nationality, social stratum, and walk of life, should be

able to benefit from global governance.”’®

A lack of equal representation in IR is presented as a symptom and outcome of the failure of
global governance. Global governance failure derives from ideational limitations, where current
ideas underpinning governance such as monism and dualism lag behind reality. 176 The reality in
the Chinese perspective is one of multipolarity and global interdependence and thus, the CCP
constantly advocates that “all countries have an equal voice in decision making, constituting an
important force for improving global governance.”’” With changes at the international level such
as “the collective rise of developing countries,” the CCP establishes a dichotomy between the
shared fate of the world, and the “dominance by just one or several countries” 178 in IR. With the

absence of voices from developing countries and emerging economies, there is an imperative to
reform the system that has failed to address global challenges.

Against this backdrop, Chinese leaders view that their role is to “play an active part in reforming
and developing the global governance system,”’® to address the “dual deficits in development
and governance and the dual challenges of anemic global growth and lack of drive in global
cooperation.”80 Their ability to do so is framed in terms of the value of Chinese proposals and
ideas. CCP leaders explicitly reference that Chinese initiatives such as CSFM, a new type of IR
featuring win-win cooperation, and peaceful coexistence “have become international
consensus... [and] have been translated into global actions. These propositions have further
enriched the core values of Chma’s foreign policy and received wide recognition from the

international community, particularly developing countries.”*8! Here, Chinese ideas are presented

175 Yang 14-7-18

176 Qin, “Global Governance Failure,” 98.
177 Xi 18-1-17

178 |hid.,

179 Zheng 26-3-18

180 Wang 31-5-16

181 Wang 1-09-17
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as needed due to their ability to address the ideational and representative limitations of the current

system.

Along with the global implementation of Chinese initiatives, Beijing additionally imagines a
multilateral system featuring Chinese participation as the most appropriate course of action to
reform global governance. Multilateralism is conceptualized as the coordination of policies
between three or more states for the purpose of certain principles and burden-sharing.182 It is
often characterized as a post-Cold War phenomenon, an embodiment of world multipolarzation,
globalization and internationalization of challenges.183 Specifically, a multilateral system
centered around the United Nations is identified by scholars as one way to address the lack of
representation in IR, allowing for an order that is not determined by might but by a set of rules
that apply to all.18* Indeed, CCP iterates that “we must never allow the law of the jungle to rule
the world, nor should we accept the zero-sum game that puts the weak at the mercy of the
strong.”185 Such repeated statements reflect perceptions that the rules of the current system have
been skewed against poorer countries.186 With reference to the desires for inclusive reform, China
explicitly interlinks the “need to unequivocally uphold the UN Charter,” with the safeguarding of

“the common interests of all developing countries and emerging economies, and, for that matter,

international fairness and justice.”87

Positioning itself as a champion for inclusive growth and peace, China asserts that
multilateralism is the answer to the “important question of where human society should go.”'88

This is especially crucial as “rising unilateralism and protectionism,”8% is incompatible with the

182 Niu Zhongjun, Multilateralismand China-UN Relations (Singapore: Institute for Security and Development
Policy, 2011), 6.

183 1hid.,

184 Flizabeth Sidiropoulous, “The Retreat of Multilateralism: What Should Africa Do?” last modified October 7,
2019, https://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/retreat-multilateralis m-what-should-africa-do-24092

185 Wang 6-25-19

186 Sidiropoulous, “Retreat of Multilateralism.”

187 Wang 6-25-19

188 Zheng 26-3-18

189 Wang 25-6-19
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current system of global interdependence. Multilateralism is thus situated as the way to promote
peace and development and further discussed in terms with another theme of multipolarization.
As the current trend of the times due to a “shifting balance of power,”t%° multipolarity increases
voices in IR, serving to check the unilateral impulses of the U.S. and generate more stability than
a current order which is dominated by a single American superpower.1% Alluding to this, Xi
asserts that “big countries should treat smaller ones as equals instead of acting as a hegemon
imposing their will on others.”®? Multilateralism thus facilitates the necessary cooperation in a
system of interdependence that lacks equal representation and faces challenges due to global

governance failure.

Beijing presents itself as a champion for multilateralism by drawing attention to its participation
in multilateral platforms such as “multilateral human rights committees,” % “the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and such multilateral financial institutions as the Asian
Development Bank and the World Bank.”% The AIIB, with China’s 30% stake, is regarded as an
alternative to Western-led multilateral financial institutions, illustrating Chinese leadership in the
reform and development of the multilateral system.19 Such contributions are underscored as part
of Chinese efforts to “promote reforms to make the global governance system more just and
equitable.”% In light of global interdependence and the rise of developing countries, Chinese
contributions in this area provide developing countries with increased channels to address themes
that they feel existing institutions are not tackling or that through their creation gives them an

increased voice.197

190 Wang 10-12-17

191 1j, Mingjiang, China Joins Global Governance Cooperation and Contentions (Lanham MD: Lexington Books,
2012), 38.

192 Xj 19-1-18

193§ 10-12-17

194 Xj 28-3-15

195 Nicholas Rosellini, “Multilateralism and the Chinese Dream,” last modified April 19, 2017,
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2017/04/19/multilateralism -
and-the-chinese-dream.html

196 Yang 24-6-19

197 Sidiropoulous, “Retreat of Multilateralism.”
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China strategically communicates a narrative of global governance failure by highlighting the
serious challenges that the international community jointly faces. The themes of desired reform
and inclusive reform refer to the failures of the current system to address challenges and changes
at the international level. In this system, the ideational foundations of zero-sum thinking and
unilateralism stand at discord with the current context of global interdependence. Along with
ideational limitations, the CCP references the core issue of unequal representation in IR which
reflects the inadequacies of the current system and drives desires for reform. Within this context,
China notes the suitability of its ideas such as CSFM, new type of IR and peaceful coexistence in
addressing the failures of liberal global governance. In a similar vein, China also champions for
multilateralism to make IR more equitable and prevent the dominance of the system by one or

several countries, such as the U.S.
Identity Narrative of China as a Responsible and Capable Leader

After strategically communicating a system narrative and issue narrative, Chinese officials put
forth a narrative which conveys who China is and what its values are. The identity narrative
establishes China as a responsible and capable world leader by highlighting the nation’s
contributions to peace and development of mankind, contextualizing such contributions in terms
of China’s increasing international power and presence. The CCP further employs themes that
emphasize the value of their proposals for the international system, achieved by stressing their
domestic developmental success and their philosophical traditions of peace and harmony. China
additionally presents itself as a fair and just actor in IR, countering anti-Chinese narratives which
misrepresent China as a hegemonic power. The identity narrative thus provides an elaborate
account of how the leadership conceptualizes its identity and role in a system of global
interdependence and governance failure. It establishes a sense of legitimacy and credibility to the
Chinese image, communicating to the world that the nation is capable to lead at a time of

uncertainty and interconnectedness.
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The most coded theme in the content analysis was that which detailed China’s contributions to
the peace and development of mankind. On 73 occasions, leaders explicitly referenced China’s
“significant contribution to world peace and development.”1%8  Against the backdrop of global
interdependence and governance failure, Chinese contributions to mankind shape an image of
China as a capable leader to meet rising challenges. In a similar vein, the CCP references the
theme of China’s phenomenal progress and development to further highlight their competence on
the world stage. “China has blazed its own path to strength and prosperity,”®® growing ‘“from a
poor and weak country to the world’s second largest economy.”2%0 Here, the success of China’s
progress is attributed to the uniqueness of their developmental path. This addresses American or
other critical conceptions that China cannot or should not “follow its own path of socialism with

Chinese characteristics...suited to its own conditions.’*201

Chinese progress is further presented in terms of how Beijjing’s ideas “are inspired by the fine
traditions of the 5000-year Chinese culture emphasizing the pursuit of common good.”?%2 These
values are described as something special that China offers to the world. As such, ideas like
CSFM “with distinct Chinese features,” 2%3 “received warm response from the wider international
community.”%4 As a Chinese proposal for the reform of the international system, CSFM is
framed as credible due to its foundation in wise, time-tested Chinese tradition.

Chinese propositions are presented as not only valuable for the international community, but also
indicative of the nation’s increasing power and presence of the world stage. China is “moving
closer to center of the world stage,”?%> and has “a bigger voice and greater influence in the

international arena.”?%¢ For the CCP, this is partly due the international circulation of Chinese

198 Zheng 26-3-18
199 Wang 1-9-17
200 X 18-1-17

201 Wang 10-12-17
202 pjd.,

203 Wang 31-5-16
204 |pid.,

205 |pid.,

206 Wang 1-9-17
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ideas such as CSFM, which are warmly received and contribute to Chinese efforts to improve

their soft power. “These propositions have further enriched the core values of China’s foreign

policy and received wide recognition from the international community...they have become a
hallmark of the soft power of socialist China.”?%7 In this instance, the CCP asserts that Chinese
visions like CSFM function to improve China’s attraction power internationally.

The emphasis on the wisdom of Chinese ideas and their increased presence of the world stage can
be understood as part of CCP efforts at enhancing discursive power. As referenced in chapter
1,208 discursive power allows for the development of soft power, crucial for China’s
comprehensive national power. Leaders invest in communication initiatives to shape favorable
global discussions and improve understandings of China which are often negative and not
grounded in reality.29° The Chinese perspective thus sees a dichotomy between the image of
China presented by the West and the reality of China. To addresses this, the CSFM narrative
communicates the theme of unfounded critiques, situating them as a product of “anti-China
forces,”?10 which are “totally groundless,” and expose a “lack of understanding about China.”?11
CCP officials engage in the battle for discursive power by directly addressing criticisms and

telling their story of China’s motivations and actions.

Chinese conceptualizations note that the West possesses discursive hegemony and uses it to
negatively describe Chinese behavior with labels such as neocolonialism and authoritative
capitalism.212 When referencing Sino-African relations, officials counter such notions by
asserting that “outside forces have attempted to vilify and undermine China-Africa cooperation
by fabricating the so-called neocolonialism and debt trap.”?13 Other themes such as the one that

emphasizes how China is a fair and just power function similarly to counter negative narratives.

207 bid.,

208 See page 9-12

209 d°’Hooghe, China’s Public Diplomacy, 4.

210 10-12-17

211 Wang 6-25-19

212 7heng, “Zhongguo zai guojishiwushang meiyou huayuquan.
213 Wang 6-25-19
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In addressing its relationship with Africa, officials emphasize that “China upholds the principle
of sincerity, real results, amity and good faith.”214 In light of this, China emphasizes its
opposition to Western intervention, asserting that “no interference will weaken our resolve to

strengthen cooperation with Africa.”?15

The identity narrative additionally serves the purpose of addressing fears about the implications
of China’s rise on the global order. Chinese interpretations of discursive power highlight that
negative concepts like the “China Threat” reflect the many “doubts about China.”?16 In speeches,
leaders thus explicitly stress that Chinese participation in global governance is “not meant to
overhaul the system or start a new structure, but to improve the current system.”?1’ Such definite
statements reflect Beijing’s attention to how it is regarded by the foreign public, who often
express fears that China wishes to overturn the current order.218 According to such
conceptualizations, China’s rapid economic development during a period of intense globalization
represents a shift in power from West to East. It will thus seek to alter the literal international
system in order to increase its power and interests.

Various reasons are proposed for why China wishes to overturn the international order. From a
historical viewpoint, the post-1945 system was established without China, and as such, the nation
does not feel inclined to uphold a system that was not constructed with their interests in mind.21°

The influences of traditional Chinese culture and a distinctive perspective on world affairs is also

214 Yang 24-6-19

215 Wang 6-25-19

216 Zhao, “China’s Global Activism,” 545.

217 Zheng 26-3-18

218 See Robert Gilpin War and Change in World Politics, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981), 9.
219 Mark Leonard,“ Why Convergence Breeds Conflict: Growing More Similar Will Push China and the United
States Apart.” Foreign Affairs 92, no. 5 (2013): 125, ISSN: 00157120 and Kennedy, Global Governance, 6.
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cited as motivations for Beijing’s efforts.?2? Another argument focuses on China's

authoritarianism, arguing that it shapes a preference for non-liberal institutions.221

CCP officials rebuke these claims by asserting that China “will firmly uphold the existing
international system...[with] no intention to change or displace the United States.”??2 The theme
of China as a fair and just power is also employed for this purpose, to assure international
observers that “no matter how advanced it may become, China will never seek hegemony, nor
will it seek expansion or spheres of influence.”?® Beijing casts itself as a responsible stakeholder,
working to sustain their position in the system that maintains their prosperity.22* Such statements
are aligned with arguments of China as a status quo rather than a revisionist power. As a status
quo power, China is searching for ways to expand its influence within the current system rather
than directly attacking it.22° In line with this, the CCP constantly asserts that the “global
governance reform that China takes part in is not about overturning the current system and
starting all over again. Instead, it is about improving the system so that it can better reflect the

changing realities. 226

China presents itself as a responsible and capable world leader at a time of international
uncertainty and change. It highlights the diverse ways in which it is working to sustain and
improve the international order. Yet, it also puts forth themes that indicate desires to

fundamentally change the current system. For example, speeches include notions of how Beijing

220 See Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World: The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global
Order, (London: Penguin, 2012) and David Kang, East Asia before the West : Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute
(New York: Columbia University Press, 2010).

221 gee Stefan Hapler, The Beijing Consensus: How China's Authoritarian Model Will Dominate the Twenty -first
Century, (New York: Basic Books, 2010).

222 \Wang 10-12-17

223 Yang 14-7-18

224 Robert Zoellick, “Whither China? From Membership to Responsibility,” (speech, New York, September 21,
2005), https://www.ncuscr.org/sites/default/files/migration/Zoellick_remarks_notes06_winter spring.pdf

225 [kenberry, John. “Why the Liberal World Order Will Survive,” Ethics & International Affairs 32, no. 1 (2018),
18,doi: 10.1017/S0892679418000072. See also Yongjin Zhang, “China and liberal hierarchies in global international
society: power and negotiation for normative change,” International Affairs 92, no. 4 (2016): 795-816,
doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.12652 and Li, China Joins Global Governance, 48.

226 Yang 14-7-18
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“takes mitiatives to shape the new normal in our favor,”??? situating this “rule-making in new

areas, 2?8 as a positive indicator of China’s increased international presence and power.

Observes interpret Chinese reshaping of norms as indicative of efforts to overthrow the current
system rather than improve it. In human rights, China harnesses its increased influence in the UN
to actively influence norms. Specifically, China works within the institution to establish state
sovereignty and the right to economic development as core values rather than political and civil
human rights.?2® CSFM is seen as a tool to achieve this, hiding .. deeper meanings in the
discourse of international relations—a desire to reinforce orthodox interpretations of principles of
national sovereignty and nonintervention... [and] undermine the legitimacy of international
mechanisms to monitor human rights...” 23° Such accounts stand at odds with the image that
China projects of itself “the most positive factor in the evolution of the international system.”23!
They also offer perspective asto why Beijing strongly advocates for the centrality of the UN.
Motivations are not purely rooted in the UN's ability to include more equality and voices in IR,
nor its “universally recognized contribution to maintaining global peace and sustaining
development.”?32 Rather, the UN helps China advance its interests and achieve its goal of acting

as a responsible power through participation in UN affairs.?33

Chinese assertions of its contributions to mankind and the wisdom of its ideas reflect a broader
shift in Beijing’s foreign policy posture. Whilst there is debate over whether China has truly
adopted a more assertive foreign policy under Xi, there is agreement that the nation has become

increasingly articulate in its interests.?34 Beijing’s campaign of the Chinese Dream and CSFM are

227 Xj 28-3-15

228 Ljy 21-11-14

229 Maaike Okano-Heijmans, and Frans-Paul van der Putten with contributions from Etienne Bechard, Louise van
Schaik, Vishwesh Sundar. “4 United Nations with Chinese characteristics?” (The Hague, Netherlands: Clingendael,
2018), 4.

230 Ted Piccone, China’s Long Game on Human Rights at the United Nations (Washington D.C: Brookings, 2018), 7.
231 Wang 10-12-17

232 Xij 18-1-17

233 Niu, Multilateralism, 5.

234 Poh and Li, “A China in Transition,” 84.
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examples of the growing intensity of policy moves to reshape the global order in its favor.23> The
framing of CSFM as a better model for global governance in five dimensions: politics, security,
development, culture, and the environment suggests the many dimensions that China aims to
restructure with its newfound international influence in order to achieve global leadership.23¢ In
contrast to the previous leadership where China was only participating in global governance, Xi
actively calls for China to “take an active part in the reform of the global governance system.?37
Xi also has a much tougher image than his predecessors, illustrating an ‘“eagerness to sketch out a
vision of foreign policy distinctly different from that of the West [which] illustrates China’s
growing confidence and aspirations to play a much larger role on the world stage.”?3¢ The
identity of China is thus not only one of a responsible world leader, but also one with increasing

international power and presence.

By emphasizing China’s international contributions and the phenomenal pace of its domestic
development, the CCP shapes an image of China as a responsible and capable world leader. This
identity qualifies China to reform the international system which is interdependent and suffering
from global governance failure. By linking the theme of Chinese wisdom and solutions with
Chinese traditions of peace and harmony, the CCP projects Chinese proposals such as CSFM as
viable solutions to the challenges of today. Ideas such as CSFM further serve as a way for the
CCPto inject their values into global discussions, countering the discursive hegemony of the
West and taking control of the story of China which is told. To construct the image of China as a
responsible and capable leader, the identity narrative addresses critiques of China as hegemonic
and revisionist with a Chinese victimization/anti-West theme. This theme and the consistent
framing of Chinese proposals as valuable and necessary underscore the increasing confidence of
China on the world stage. However, certain discrepancies exist between their projected identity

vis-a-vi the CSFM narrative and actual practice. Here, CCP efforts to subvert certain global

235 |pid., 85; Kennedy, Global Governance and China, 5.
236 Tobin, “Xi’s Vision,” 156.

237 Yang 14-7-18

238 Poh and Li, “China in Transition,” 86.
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norms within multilateral institutions calls into question the legitimacy and value of CSFM as a

solution to global governance failure within a system of global interdependence.
Narratives in Dialogue

China’s international system narrative of global interdependence relies on the shared fate
storyline to describe how the world is changing as the futures and interests of all become
increasingly intertwined. Changes arising from power shifts and globalization generate
uncertainties, thus calling for international cooperation and new ideas for global governance.
Whilst the international system narrative emphasizes a context of change, the issue narrative
provides more detail by stating that the cause behind an uncertain and unstable future is the
failure of the current liberal global governance system. The storyline of global governance failure
also draws upon the system narrative of global interdependence to further stress how
unprecedented and unresolved challenges affect all participants in the international system. With
such high stakes, immediate solutions are required to tackle the inadequacies of liberal global
governance. In this instance, the storyline of Chinese wisdoms and solutions is put forth to
highlight how China possesses the answers to problems of peace and development which global
governance has failed to resolve. The narratives of global interdependence and governance failure
thus work together to create a sense of demand for solutions, with the identity narrative
functioning to present China as the source for such solutions. Storylines of Chinese
victimization/anti-West, increasing Chinese power and presence, and Chinese championing for

multilateralism characterize China as the most capable actor to lead in a system which is
interdependent and suffering from global governance failure.
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Conclusion

This thesis provided an in-depth examination of the CSFM vision and contextualized it according
to Chinese thinking on the world order and their role within it. A narrative approach decoded
CSFM to identify six prominent storylines with corresponding themes, all of which were present
and interacting throughout an international system narrative of global interdependence, an issue
narrative of global governance failure, and an identity narrative of China as a responsible and
capable leader. To communicate such narratives, the CCP incorporated and framed a range of
contextual, historical, cultural, political and theoretical concepts. Together, these concepts
constitute a narrative that presents China as a leader in an interconnected global order that is

failing to address unprecedented challenges.

Whilst the employed narrative approach serves a useful framework to understand how Chinese
leaders construct and socialize CSFM, the practice of identifying and deconstructing narratives
can be problematic. Although identified storylines and themes were guided by a literature review
and methodological approach, they cannot be regarded as all encompassing. Certain storylines
and themes could be missing or more or less prevalent than identified in the content analysis.
Thus, findings from this thesis can only be taken as a general representation of the few themes
that the CCP circulates internationally as part of the effort to establish CSFM meaning at the
international system, issue and identity levels.

This research focused exclusively on the formation of narratives and as such, there is an absence
of information on how CSFM is received. Future studies could benefit from an in-depth
examination of CSFM’s reception as it touches upon the narrative’s effectiveness rather than
solely its construction. Examining the reception and effectiveness of narrative is important as the

formulation of a narrative strategy does not guarantee by any means that is successfully received.
Focusing on narrative reception in the case of China is especially necessary considering how
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the CCP has struggled with successfully communicating its ideas and values at the international

level.239

The limitations of this research underscore how more diversified approaches to studying narrative
could increase understanding of CSFM. As this thesis relied exclusively on CCP speeches to
decode CSFM and its underpinning ideas, its approach constitutes as a state-centered one. In the
current international context characterized by a new media ecology, non-state actors have
increasing influence in narrative formulation and reception, shaping a need to trace how
narratives are presented across different outlets.?*? Future studies are likely to benefit from a
perspective that recognizes how narratives can be collectively constructed by different actors and

channels.

Despite these shortcomings, the narrative approach in this thesis decoded CSFM to offer a
window into the CCP’s thinking about the world order and their role within it. Examining the
concepts and language behind such Chinese ideas reveals Beijing’s implicit and explicit beliefs
about foreign relations and the global order. Further attention to concepts such as CSFM can

thereby inform international observers about the impacts of China’s newfound influence on the
global order, better preparing them to engage with Chinese thinking.

239 Melissen and d’Hooghe, “The Chinese Dream and Successful Communication.”

240 Miskimmon, O’Loughlin and Roselle, Forging the World, 318.
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} Prosidant ¥ Jinping's Congratulstory Message and State Councilor Yang Jiechis | Tha Opening Coramony of the Coordinators' Mating on the of The Follow-up Actions of the e i " y
900208 Keyaote Spesch Johannasburg Suzzit of The Foruza on China-Africa Cooperation i inping aod Yang Jiechi 386434 shizm) !
21072016 Stateraent Vohutary National Review of the Iplementation of 2030 Ageada for Sustainable Developrment Li Baodong
211072016 Statement General Debate of the Ministerial Masting of High-Lavel Politcal Forum on Sustsinable Development Li Baodong
160772016 Toin Hands to Create a Bright Future of Peace and Prosperity Address the Opeaing Ceremony of the Fifth World Peace Forum Lin Yandong

63




Sophie Cheung
2175347

. Upgrade Cooperation and Foster a Parinership of Shared Firtura Betwaen Asia and . b v o 201607/ 6/content,
150772016 o 11tk ASEM Sunumit Li Kegiang I
. Pross Confarenca on the White Paper “China ADhares to the Position of Sattling Through Napotiation the Ralevant
13072016 Statement Befween China and the - i the South e L Zhenmin
Activaly Practice the Asian Security Concept and Tointly Create a New Futura of Asia| Opening Ceremany of the Intemational Seminar on "Security Framework and Major-Power Relations In the Asia Pacific
9072016 § E Lin Zhenmin
Pacific Security
1072016 Speech SIS Dai Binezu
Build 2 New Tvpe of Intamational Ralations Fezturing Win Win Cooperation. N
20062016 Clhina's Answer to the Question "Where Are the International Relations of the 21st  [N.AL Wang Vi 5
Clentury Heading”
anennls Naking Unremitting Efforts for 2 New Modal of Major-Country Relationship Toint Opening Caremany of the Eighth Round of the China-US Stratesic and Economis Dialogue and the Seventh Round | 1
“ Between China and the United States of the China-US High level Consultation on People-to-Pecple Exchangs mpmE
31052016 Dialozus Transeript Maeting with aditors of Asia Maws Network membars. Li Kegianz - 1
311052016 ' Work Together to Craata a Commumity of Sharad Futre for Manknd | After 18th Party Congraas ‘Wang Yi
iy
9052016 Remarke Opening Ceremeny of the ASEM Madiz Dizlogue on Comnectivity Qian Hongshan 3639'23"‘:‘;1 2
Jomtly Create a Better Future of Pt and Pro: for Asia Through Dialoy - th /mfa pdt 665385/zvih 66539141
281042016 Py = of Feace speity ugh Dialogte |y Opening Ceremony of the Fifth Meeting of The CICA Ministers of Foreign Affiirs i Tinping 35925;,‘:‘;1 - 1
China's Development and China-Europe Cooperation: Sources of Positive Energy for . _— htps: sov.en/mfa eng/widt 665385/zvib 66339141
2
1410472016 e At the French Institute of Intemational Relations Yang Jiechi 155530 1
y Strengthen Global Nuclear Security Architecture and Promote Global Nuclear N P o, en/mfa Jwpdt 665385 /zvih 66539141
20412016 a e Nuclear Security Summit Washington i Tinping
25/03/2016 Despaning Regional Cooperation for a Commumity of Shared Futura “Asian Regional Cooperation Roundtable'Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2016 Lin Zhemin 3505.';1 bt 5
240312016 A Newe Vision for A Dynamic Asiz Through Joint EffortsS peech the Opening Planary of the Boso Forum for Asia Annnal Conferance 2016 Li Kegiang mSJlgmm > 23 1(ccD)
23,03/2016 Address he First Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Leadrs' Mesting Li Kegiang peespeon . - 1(CSF) 3 (CCD)
. http: soven/mfa ens/widt 665385/zvih 665391/P
1610112016 Address Opening Cerameny of The Asian Infrastructure Irvestment Bank i Tinping 0201601195730 14004360 1
! o . o ) . " e n' 663385 /avih 663391
60112016 Remarks Foreign Ministry's 2016 New Year Reception Foreign Minister Wang Yi Diacyutai State Guesthouse Wang Yi 020160107500414767766 et 2
. . i, con/mfa jwndt 665385 /zvih 66539141
3111212015 2016 Nesww Year Massage 2016 New Year Messaga i Jinping 51985 gl 1(CCFy
i /s avih 665391/
161272015 Remarks the Opening Ceremony of the Second World Internet Conference i Tinping 3475'70“:& oy cn'mfa t 663385 ah 6633314 |
. 2015: A Vear of Flying Colors for Pursuing Major-Country Diplomacy with X | . i, . pov.on/mfa_eng/widt 665385/zvih 66539141
121122015 ctirn 12 Fastare Opening Ceremany of the Sympo and China's Diplom: Wang Yi V3600 g d 4
— N [ ——— Javih 665391/
4122015 Working Together to Write a New Chapter In China-Africa Cooperation Chinia- Africa Business Forum i Jnping vm{u“::..t cnluafa 1 663385/ B330IAL |y
3001112015 Spesch Openimg Ceremony of The Third ASEAN Regional forum Werkshop on Space Security Li Baodong. vnﬁ; prveny - 1
y ‘Work Together to Build a Win-Win, Equitable and Balanced Governance Mechanism| N https: /fwany. fmpre gov.en/mfa_eng/wydt 665385/zvih 66539141
301112015 . N Opening Ceremony of The Paris Conference on Clinate Change i Tinping 1560 1
. Build on Past Achievements and Open up the Future of Allround Devalopment of - . iy,  gov.on/mfa jundt 665385 /zvih 66539141
261112015 i ftica Priandabip and Couparation 15th Lanting Forum Wang Yi o2 e 1
, o . e,
23112015 Remarks 10th East Asia Sunmit Li Keqiang TR 2
221112015 Remarks 18th China- ASEAN Summit Li Keqiang et 1
. " ‘g ik A
181112015 The Leading Role of the Asia-Pacific In Meeting Global Economic Challenges APEC CEO Swmmit i Tinping 416080l 1
o o f i ]
16112015 Inmovative Growih That Banefis All 108 G20 Suwmmit i Tiaping o e e o enlmf_engloidh 663383 mes SE30UL |y oy
1112015 Forging a Strong Parmership to Enhance Prosparity of Asia at the National University of Singapere i Tinping ey 3 (CSF), 1(CSD
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7112015 Build on Past Achisvements to Create a Bright Future For China-Singapars Relations |Prior to Stats Vit to Singapore i Jinping
§112015 Work Togsther to Write a New Chapter of China- Vistram Friendship At the National Assambly of Vistmam. 3 Jinping
PR Renerthe Friandip Across Fligh Doustams and Conmbute hsn Wadomto [ v
World Peace and D uanchas
5112015 Toin Hands to Dieliver 2 Bright Future for China-Vistnam Rehiions Prior o State Visit to Vistuam i Jinping
261072015 Congratulstory Message Opening Ceremeny of the 9t UNESCO Youth Forum 3 Jinping
17102015 Uphold Win-Win Cooparation and Promote Peacs and Stabilty in the Asia-Pacific | Ministry of Defince Dinner Lis Zhenmin sov enimfs 06891 shim] 4 (cCF)
300872015 Remarks Fleception 66th of The Founding of the People's Republic of China Li Kegiang
i Working Togsther 1o Forgs a New Parmership of Wan-win Conparation and Create 2 . - - N
2810872015 - B ) General Debate of the T0th Session of the UN Genaral Assersbly 36 Jinping
Exmphasizing Building New Model of Major- Country Relationship Between China
120092015 a0 US and Enhaneing Peace, Stability and Development in Asia Pacific Region and |Tntarview to "The Wall Strect Tournal® 6 Vinping 100Dy
World
o Review the Spirt of Septamber 19 Jomt Statement and Uphold Pescs and Stabilty of . A
151092015 Bavier fhe Spik of Septmmher 19 Jomi Semminar o C the 10k of the September 19 Toint Statement of the Sisth Party Talks |Wang Ti 16c5p
16/08/2015 For China-US Frizndly Cooperation, For Global Peace and Development Lanting Foram Wang Vi 25 1:64“3‘:,1 1
101092015 A New Blueprint for Global Growth MNinth Anmual Meeting of the New Champ Li Kegiang 4 e 201500/ Licomiemt |5 ooy
i v Bloeprmt o = ons * 281475187641778 him
231072015 c]:‘“’.' Forward the Tazara Spirit In a Joint Effort to Bull 2 Community of Shared |y} o Book A Momument to China-Adtics Friendship: First-hand Account of the Bulding of Tazra Waze Vi 2 (CSD)
00072015 Remaris The 70t Anniversary of the United Mations Li Basdonz 1(ccm)
) Smansthening Shanghai Cooperation Orgamization Through Unity, Mutual Support |1 2 ] . L
10072015 Srenhenne Shanghal i 15th Mesting of the Couneil of the Heads of State of The Shanghai Cooparation Organization Mersber States 6 Jinping 2(0CD)
1072015 Buiding Partmarship Togsther Toward 2 Bright Future Seventh BRICS Summit 6 Jinping 16c5D
2710612015 China's Role in the Global and Regional Order: Particirant, Facilitator and hncheon of the Fourth Wosld Peace Foruun By HLE. Foreign Minister Wang ¥ Wang Yi S 3 (CcCD)
Contributor 276395 _shtml
2710612015 Address Opening Ceremeny of the Fourth Werld Peace Forum. Li Yuanchao o s A st enwill GETToeh GBI |5 cery
1210672015 T] ‘oward Win-win Cooperation Through Anrity, Sincerity, Matual Benefit and Opening Cersmeny of the Third Chins-South Asia Expo Li Yoanchao 1(cCD)
. Tointly Safeguard the Victery of World War Twe and Create 2 Bright Future of Wi ) ) o
5052015 1o : 12th L suting Forae Chaug Cuogiag o ot 2 cem)
- - ; _ a— cowmfs
281042015 Promote Industrial Cosparation for Conmon Development 116 Lanting Forum Wans Vi T 1(C5D)
- Buling 2 G Pt Comman'y ofSkared D o Purie G Wor i o I — sl 5o
ooperation s
141042015 Upbokd the Anthority of fhe [N Charter and Promote Win Win Cooperation Enternational Colloguinm on the Charter of fhe United Nations And Post War Tternational Order Lis Zhasin 3 (csD)
13/032015 Jg'“"é“"“ Asia-Afica Solidarty and Cooperation To Uphold Word Peace and |y o 1 focbing ofthe 54th Anpual Session of the Asian Afriean Legal Consulafive Organization Li Keqiang 1(csD
Carry Forward the Bandung Spirit and Advance the Intemstionsl Rule of Lawin | Spacial Event on Commemerating The 60th Amniversary of the Bandung Confarence of The 54t Anmual Session of The o
/04,21
3042015 B o Thang Yesui 1(cCD)
- ety Bl e 21 Cotory Mot Sk Rod By Desping Mol Tt s Sesion o oy Buling e 11 Cntry Mt Sk Soad 32 Lunchingof e Yoo of Com ASEAN Mrkioe | oo
shancing Connactvity Cosperation
- 5 Sion4SEAN Commmiy & lr Milson 5 Ad fegaion” Of s o For o ks Aol Confrnss [ 14CD) 1 Q2D
28032015 g"“"d“g"““"“""‘-""fcm"" Destiny and A New Future for Asia Keyoote |5 g e for Asia Annual Conference 2015 36 Jipiaz 11(ceD)
2310572015 Toward a New Typs of Intermational Relations of Win-Win Coopration Lunchaon of tha China Development Forum Wane Vi 1(c5p
03,2015 Foreign Minister Wang i Mests the Pross Thicd Sessicm of the 13th Party Congreas Proes Coufarence Wong Vi 100Dy

243667 shim]
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131022015 Remarks Inauguration of The Year of China-Pakistan Friendly Exchanges Wang Yi 1(C8D)
A Foster a Vision of Common, Comprehensive, Cooperative And Sustainable Security . . . - httpe:/fworw fimpre pov en'mfa_engiwidt 665335/zvih 66539111
7022015 o Build a Daties World Of Exduring Peacn and C P the Opening Session of the 515t Munich Security Confurence Vang Tischi 235054, 1(CSD)
/012015 Keynota Speech e First Ministerial Meeting of the China-CELAC Forum Wang Yi 1(CsD)
. Jointly Write a New Chapter in the Partnership of Comprehensive Cooperation L . . .
8/012015 B China and Latin 2 and the Caribbean the Opening Ceremony of the First Ministerial Meeting of The China-CELAC Forum Xi Jimping 1(CsD)
. Work Together Toward New Progress of Good-Neighborliness, Friendship and . ‘ . . hisp:/fenglish. wenw gov.cn/premisr/spesches/2014)
20122014 Inchuive D Opening Session of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Summit Li Kegimg R —— 1(C8D)
W04 |Toast Mew Year Reception for 2015 Wang Yi T R— 1(CSD 1 (CCD)
11014 Laying the Foundations of Peace and Stabiity for An Asian Community of Shared |, Forum L diwors fnpre. o cu'mfa ens/widt 663185/zvh 66539141 [ oy
171172014 Address State Visit to Australia i Jinping EereTr—n 1(0CD)
15112014 Promoting movative Development Achieving Interconnected Growth Session One of the Ninth G20 Summit i Jinping ST 1(csn1csD
. . y B - W SOV, [2014/11/15/content.
131172014 \Maintain peace and advance economse tegration i East Asiz Ninth Fast Asia Summit Li Keqimg TSI 1(CSD 1(CSR) 1(CSD)
13112014 Take China- ASEAN relations to a new height 17t ASEA Li Keqiang : . 2(C5D)
. ) ) ) oy, Lcnmfs enswidt 663385/zvih 66539141
26102014 APEC Bejjing: China is Ready Lanting Forum Wang Yi 056 bl 1(CSD) 1 (CSD
10 W EOV. [2014/10/17/content
1671072014 Spaech First Plenary Session of the Tenth ASEM Susmit Li Kegimg e g 1(CSR) 1(CSD)
N . — . . . . . bgg f m EOV. i g&"!ﬂ It !'ﬂ.
121092014 Working Together with Sincerity and Dedication o Take SCO to a New Leval At the 14th Meeting of the Council of the Heads of State of i Jinping lszsiaw:wm s £65385/zvh 6633911 | rpy ) (coy
17072014 Build a Community of Shared Destiny for Common Progress At China-Latin American and Caribbean Countries Leaders] Mesting. i Jinping ik zovmfh engiwidt 663385/prih S033SIAL (5 o)y
. Casry Forward the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence To Build 2 Better Workd Jiwarny s cnimfs ensiwidt 665385/zvh 66539141
28062014 Tanongh o Wi e Meeting Marking the 60th Anniversary i Jinping 2 (CCD)
31052014 Creating a better tomsorrow for relstions: Premies Li Ceremony marking the 40th amniversary of China-Malaysia diplomatic relations Li Keqiang Kty pioh e g 20140875 /content. |} (o) 1 (CSR) 1 (CST)
Www Eov oy /2014/08/23 feontent
101042014 Keynote speech Opening Planary of the Boao Forum for Asia Awmual Conferance 2014 Li Regimg 718830190 1(CSD 1 (CSD) 1 (CSR)
- . . WWW.ZoV.cn] i /20140823 /content
70472004 Congratulatory message the Opening Ceramony of the 2014 China-ASEAN Cultural Exchange Year Li Kegiang 7883019060 s 1(0CD)
. Dttpe/iwwrw fmpre sov.cn'mfa ens/widt i
2110612014 Keynote speech Luncheon of the Third World Peace Forum Zhang Yesui . m{ ;"_‘:":’nl coinh 663:82/zvih 81 || ooy
15/06:2014 Speech C s on the S0th ry of the Group of 77 Chan Zhu hotpes v Sopre. gov. e muds_eagvodt 663385 23h 833514l | 4 oy
91062014 Remarks 2014 ARF Senior OfficialyMseting Liu Zhenmin conms enshide 663385zvih 66339 |) ey ) (e 1 (CSR)
5062014 Address Opening Cerameny of the International Workshop on Information and Cyber Secusity Li Baodong e i =]
. Following the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and Jointly Building 2 i cowmfs ensiwidt 665385/zvih 66339141
27052014 o s B the International ColloquitmCommenorating the 60th Amiversary of Liu Zhenmin 4.(0CD)
14042014 Opening Remarks Beijing P3 Conferance Li Baodong Eovmfs esafwidt 63585/ SSITIML [, ey
11042014 Jointly Open up New Vistas for Asiz's Development Opening Plenary of the Boao Forum for Asia Amual Conference 2014 Li Keqianz 1459#?;:.1 cen'mbs enghwidt 663383 zvb SWIAL ) ooy
. N M: m& v gm .!ﬂ'
28/032014 Spesch UNESCO Headquarters i Jnping 1 mém caihy 563383/zvih 863351AL |} (oyomyy
13012014 China's Development Makes for a Better World Asticle for Wang Yi 18258 covowmfa ensiundt 663383/mh SGIIIAL | gy,
31122013 Forging Abead with Determination, Playing the Main Melody of Asizn Cooperation | Comments on Asian Situation and Neighborhood Diplomacy Lis Zhenmin 2(0CD)
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16122013 Embark on a New Joumey of Ching's Diplomacy Symposium "New Starting Point, New Thinking and New Practice 2013: China and the Workd" Wang Yi o 1(cSD)
11122013 Toast New Year Reception for 2014 OF the Ministry of Foreign Affars Wang Yi 05203 1(CSD)
Building on Past Achievements to Make New Progress And Shaping the Future . . " hittps-//wwsw fmpre gov cn/mfa_eng/wjdt 665385/7jh 6653011
10122013 o S, ! APEC Informal Senr Officials' Meeting Wang Yi e 1(ccD)
31122013 The Evolving Security Situation in Asia and the Role of China 9th CSCAP Conference Liu Zheumin ot i e o ey 205054 b 2 (cco)
2112013 China's Diplomacy At a New Historical Starting Point 21t Century Council Bejing Conference Yang Jiechi oois 5’; - : : 1(csD
91102013 Deepen Reform and Openiing up and Work Together for a Better Asia Pacific APEC CEO Summit Xi Jinping v 1(cCD)
271092013 China at a New Starting Point General Debate of the 63th Session of Wang Yi 0521';:) dm;.l 1(CCD)
Toward a New Model of Maj y Relations Between China and the United . ” " nttps:/iwww fmpre gov. cn/mfa_eng/widt 663385 /zyih 66539141
20092013 Somnrd a New Model of Major.Comtry Releions Befuyeen At Brookings Tnsitution Wang Yi Fir 1(csn
Promots Friendship Between Our People and Work Together to Build a Bright ] bitps./ /v fmpre. gov cowafa_eng vadt_665383/zyh 66539111
10912013 oo At Nazarbayev University Xi Jinping et 1(csD
610972013 Speech Fighth G20 Leaders’ Summit Xi Jnping tps. s fmpre. vt/ g g SV SS9 | (e
. Bring the China-ASEAN Strategic Partnesship of Long-term Friendship and Mautually| . . ) bitps://wvwne fmpre gov ca'mafa_engwidt_66538%/2yh 66539111
30972013 Beneficial C to & New High 10th China-ASEAN Expo and China- ASEAN Business and Investment Summit Xi Jimping 073609.shtm] 1(CCD)
271062013 Exploeing the Path of Mejor.Country Diplemacy With Chinese Characteristics Tumcheon af the Second Werld Peace Form Wang Yi s oo mprc o canfa_eng vt 6633832k S3AL 1y ey
710472013 Working Together Toward a Better Future for Asia and the World Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2013 Xi Jinping 1‘;;0;1";"& c.gov cnmf_eng/wjdt 665385/0h 665391 | (o)
Build a New Type of China-Europe Partnership Featuring Mutual Respect, Mutual . N . https:/‘www. fimpre. gov.cn/mfa_eng'widt 665385 66339141
31042013 N Comrabnsin Coopanion s Coommen Prospeity At TES Ambassadors’ Forum of the Chiness Acaderuy of Social Sciences Song Tao eteny 1(ccD
251032013 Trostwoethy Friseds and Sincere Partners Forever Julius Nyerere huternstionsl Couveation Cecte i Jimping s o fopuc o cninfa g il G33802h SEHBIAL |, sy
23032013 Follow the Trend of the Times and Promote Peace and Development in the World | At Moscow State Institute of International Relations i Jinping lc:n;:m c.gov.cnmfa_eng it 663383/2 839U | ey
: ] N bitps://ww: Empre.gov covmfa_engrwid_663385/7h_G6539111
28012013 Pursue Peacsful Development and Promote Win Win Cooperation 215t Annual Mesting of the Asia Pacific Parkiamentary Forum W Bangguo e 1(cCD)
Abreviations
CSFM Communty of Shared Fusture for Mankind
ccD Community of Common Destiny
[sl0] Community of Commen Interests
CCF Community of Commen Future
cs1 Communty of Shared Tterests
csD Communty of Shared Destiny
csr Communty of Shared Respansibilities
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Appendix 2: Selected Speeches for Analysis

Date Title Event Author Link CSFM Text Code
Mentions
25/06/19 Keynote speech Opening Ceremony ofthe Coordinators' WangYi https://Amww.fmprc.gov.cnimf 8 Wang25-6-19
Meetingon The Implementation of the Follow- a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
up Actions of TheBeijing Summit ofthe 5391/t1675596 shtml
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation
24/06/19 Speech Group Meetingwith the Heads of African YangJiechi | https:/mww.fmprc.gov.cnfmf 5 Yang24-6-19
Delegations Attending the Coordinators' a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
Meetingon the Implementation of The 5391/t1675449 shtml
Follow-up Actions of the FOCAC Beijing
Summit
14/07/18 | Working Togetherto Build YanglJiechi | https://mww.fmprc.gov.cnimf 6 Yang14-7-18
aWorldof Lasting Peace a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
and Universal Security and Opening Ceremony of the SeventhWorld 5391/t1577242 shtml
aCommunitywith a Peace Forum
Shared Future for Mankind
26/03/18 Address 9th Annual Session of the ChinaDevelopment Zheng https:/Amww.fmprc.gov.cnimf 7 Zheng26-3-18
Forum Zeguang a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
5391/t1547881 shtml
10712717 Speech Opening of Symposium on Intemnational WangYi https:/Ammw.fmprc.gov.cnimf 8 Wang10-12-17
Developments and China’s Diplomacy in 2017 a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
5391/t1489143 shtml
10/12/17 Workingona New LiBaodong [ https:/mmw.fmprc.gov.cnfmf 5 Li1l0-12-17
Chapter of Intemational a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
Human RightsExchanges | South-South Human Rights Forum in Beijing 5391/t1518308 shtml
and Cooperation
1/09/17 Forge Ahead under the WangYi https://Ammw. fmpre.gov.cnimf 7 Wang1-9-17
Guidance of General a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh 66
Secretary Xi Jinping’s Statement after 18" Party Congress 5391/t1489143 shtml
Thoughton Diplomacy
18/01/17 | Work TogethertoBuilda XilJinping | http:/ig.chineseembassy.org/ 7 Xi18-1-17
community of Shared Speech at United Nations Office in Geneva eng/zygx/t1432869.htm
Future for Mankind
11/10/16 | Building a Stronger ACD Li https:/Ammw.fmprc.gov.cnimf 10 Li11-10-16
for an Asian Community T he Second Summit of the Asia Cooperation Yuanchao | a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
of Shared Future Dialogue 5391/t1405303 shtml
31/05/16 | Work Togetherto Create a Wang i https://Ammw.fmpre.gov.cnimf 33 Wang31-5-16
Community of Shared Speech after the 18" Party Congress a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
Future for Mankind 5391/t1369269 shtml
28/03/15 | Towardsa Community of Xidinping | https://immw.fmprc.gov.cnimf | 11 (CCD) Xi28-3-15
Common Destiny aNew | Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2015 a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66
Future for Asia 5391/t1250690 shtml
21711714 | Layingthe Foundations of Liu https:/’imwww.fmprc.gov.cnimf 7 (CSD) Liu21-11-14
Peace and Stability for an Xiangshan Forum Zhenmin a_eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_66

Asian Community of
Shared Destiny

5391/t1213622 shtml

Abbreviations:
CSFM
CCD
CsD
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Appendix 3: Coding Criteria for Themes/Storylines

Storyline 1: Liberal global governance is failing

The current system of liberal global governance is failing to meet the various challenges and changes that have arisen at t he international
level. Asaresult, there is an uncertain future. The world must unite and cooperate to meet these challenges. To do so, reforms to global
governance are needed and Cold War mentalities must be fully abandoned.

Themes Description Examples
World faces Globalization has generated shared challenges | “Asia still faces numerous challenges,” (Xi 28-3-15)
unprecedented such as terrorism, cyber/food/energy security,
challenges infectious diseases, climate change, natural “The cause of peace and development is as lofty as it is challenging,”
disasters, conflicts, financial crises and (Xi 28-3-15)
poverty. These are unprecedented, pressing and
growing challenges that make the world more “In a time of sluggish economic growth and recovery as well as global
unstable and unpredictable. turbulence and unending conflicts...” (Wang 10-12-17)
“The international situation has become more unstable, uncertain and
unpredictable,” (Yang 14-7-18)
Changes at the The world is experiencing significant changes | “New era calls for a new mentality” (Wang 31-5-16)

international level

at the international level: the rise of developing
countries, the shifts in the international
order/global landscape, multi polarization
(shifts in global power), economic
globalization. These constitute a new era in
international affairs.

“The world is caughtup in a historical process of increasingly fast
evolution,” (Yang 14-7-18)

“We live in an increasingly multi-polar and globalized world,”(Yang
14-7-18)

“ One of'the defining changes has been the fact that a large number of
developing countries, including China and African countries, have
entered the historical phase of fast development,” (Wang 25-6-19)

World must unite
to face an
uncertain future

In the face of changes and challenges, there is
an uncertain future. The world is at a
crossroads:do we choose cooperation or
seclusion? In this context, countries of the
world must unite.

“All countries in this global village need to work together like
passengers in the same boat, rather than sail against the current of our
times,” (Wang 25-6-19)

“Human society has once again come to a crossroads ofhistory,” (Li-
10-12-17)

“What has happened to the world and how should we respond?” (Xi
18-1-17)

“United we stand, divided we fall,” (Xi 18-1-17)

Criticisms of
Cold War
mentalities and

Cold War/zero-sum/law of the jungle/clash of
civilization mentalities should be abandoned. It
is confrontational, outdated and inefficient.

“We must never allow the law of the jungle to rule the world, nor
should we acceptthe zero-sum game that puts the weak at the mercy
of'the strong,” (Wang 25-6-19)
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zero-sum Hegemony needs to be rejected. “Any rhetoric to stir up clash of civilizations or trumpet the superiority
thinking of a certain civilization runs counterto the endeavorto create a
community of shared future for mankind,” (Wang 31-5-16)
“Cold war mentality, power politics, unilateralism and protectionism
still manifest themselves,” (Yang 14-7-18)
Global The current system of global governance “Countries are eagerly looking for solutions to such questions as to
governance requires improvement. Many countries of the how to uphold the post-war international order,” (Wang 31-5-16)
reform is needed | world are looking for answers on how to
or desired achieve this. “We should actively promote reform of global economic governance,”

(Xi 28-3-15)

“We should keep abreast of the changing times, think outside the box
and develop new ways of cooperation so as to find new solutions to
old problems and good solutions to new problems,” (Yang 14-7-18)

“Unilateralism and protectionism have jeopardized global growth,
promoting concerns and opposition around the globe,” (Yang 14-7-18)

Reform needs to
be inclusive

Global governance reform needs to address the
inequalities in the international systemby
representing the voices and interests of all
countries.

“[CSFM] reflects the shared expectation of most countries, serves the
common interests of the international community.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“The vision is an inclusive one. The community of shared future for
mankind is in itself an open and inclusive systemthat holds bright
prospects.” (Wang 31-5-16)

“..improving thesystemso thatit can better reflect the changing
realities, increase the representation and say of developing countries,
and bring greater democracy in international relations.” (Yang 14-7-
18)

“..reject dominance by just one or several countries. All countries
should jointly shape the future of the world, write international rules,
manage global affairs and ensure that development outcomes are
shared by all.” (18/1/17)
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Storyline 2: Shared Fate of the World

Globalization has intertwined the interests and fate of all countries of the world. Benefits are shared, and there are common dreams between
China and other countries. China has specific and shared interests with actors such as the U.S. and European, Asian and African countries.

Themes

Description

Examples

Benefits and
interests of all
countries are
common and
intertwined

The benefits, interests and fate of
countries/regions are intertwined with each
other due to globalization. There are shared
developmental desires. China has benefited
from this global interconnection and will share
the benefits of its development with that of the
world.

Note: this refers to shared benefits and interests
of the world in general, rather than that of
specific regions/bilateral relations.

“Force of globalization have transformed our world into a global
village. The interests of countries have never been so closely
interconnected,” (Liu 21-11-14)

“For us Chinese, China will do well only when the world does well,
and vice versa,” (Xi 18-1-17)

“Development is the top priority for all countries,” (Xi 18-1-17)
“Interconnection and interdependence between countries become an

inescapable reality. In such a world, all countries rise and fall
together.” Yang (14-7-18)

Shared dream
between China and
other countries

The Chinese Dream of rejuvenation is
connected and related to the dream of the world
and othercountries. Other countries also have a
similar dream.

“Chinese dream is increasingly linked with the dream of the world,”
(Wang 10-12-17)

“All countries are entitled to development and progress, a right that
both the Chinese and African people are exercising in our abiding
pursuit of the Chinese Dream and the African Dream,” (Wang 25-6-
19)

“All countries belong to one big family as they live on the same

planet they call home, with their dreams and futures closely linked,”
(Zheng 26-3-18)

“Embracing the principles of mutual respect, equality and win-win
cooperation, Asian countries ushered in the age of Asian
rejuvenation...” (Liu 21-11-14)

Shared struggles
and interests
between China and
developing
countries

China has shared struggles, history and
interests with developing countries (namely
African ones).

“China and Africa have always been a community with a shared
future. We share similar sufferings and struggle in our histories, and
are faced with the same tasks of development,” (Wang 25-6-19)

“We [China and Africa] fought together for national liberation and

political independence. We joined hands in developing our countries
and achieving independent development. We cherish the same vision
for a multipolar world and greater democracy in IR,” (Wang 25-6-19)

“Both being big developing countries, China and India have far

greater shared strategic interests than concrete differences...” (Wang
10-12-17)
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Shared struggles
and interests
between China and
Asian countries

As an Asian country, China has a shared
history of conflict and development with other
Asian countries.

“The interests of Asian countries have become intertwined,” (Xi 28-
3-15)

“Asia is also confronted with various traditional and non-traditional
security threats. Hence it remains an uphill battle for Asian countries
to grow the economy, improve people’s livelihood and eliminate
poverty,” (Xi 28-3-15)

“As a big Asiannation with 14 neighbors on land and 8 across the
sea, China knows only too well thatit depends on Asiafor peace and
development, and that its hope and future lies in building the Asian
community of shared destiny,” (Liu 21-11-14)

“Since the end of the Cold War, Asian countries were finally able to
focus on development and on exploring a path suited to their national
conditions,” (Liu 21-11-14)

Positive China-U.S.
relations benefit
everyone

The China-US relationship is important for the
interests of each nation and the rest of the
world. Their interests are intertwined and
impact the international community.

“Sustained, sound and steady growth of China-US relationship not
only serves the fundamental interests of our two peoples, but also

meets the common aspiration of the international community.”
(Zheng 26-3-18)

“The China-US relationship affects not just the wellbeing of the two
countries but also that of the world.” (Wang 10-12-17)

“The ever more extensive cooperation and close exchanges at
different levels havetied the two countries’ interests closely
together.” (Wang 10-12-17)

Common interests
between Chinaand
Europe

There are shared interests and goals between
China and Europe.

“China and Europe share extensive common interests.” (Zheng 26-3-
18)

“China and Europe have continued to make fresh headway in the
development of the partnership for peace, growth, reform and
progress of civilization.” (Wang 10-12-17)

“Our friends in Europe say thata single tree cannot block the chilly
wind. And Chinese people say that when big rivers have water, the
small ones are filled; and when small rivers have water, the big ones
are filled. All thesesayings speakto one same truth, thatis, only
through win-win-cooperation can we make big and sustainable
achievements that are beneficial to all.” (Xi 28-3-15)
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Storyline 3: Chinese wisdom and solutions can solve global gowernance issues

Chinese wisdom and ideas can help address international issues and limitations in the global governance system. China is dedicated to the cause of
peace and development and can use its economic growth and philosophical traditions to improve the internation al system. It does not desire to

overturn it.

Themes

Description

Examples

China’s phenomenal
progress and
development

China has achieved remarkable
development and progress in the past few
years. It has done so according to its own,
peaceful path of development.

“China has made historic achievements and registered historic changes
in wide-ranging areas,” (Wang 10-12-17)

“It is peaceful development, not predatory expansion, that has enabled
China, a country one mired in poverty and backwardness, to grow into
the world’s second largest economy,” (Yang-14-7-18)

“China has blazed its own path to strength and prosperity,” (Wang 1-9-
17)

China contributesto
mankind by preserving
peace ordevelopment

China has and will make contributions to
the peace and development of the world.

“Making new and greater contribution for mankind is our Party abiding
mission.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China is emerging as the most positive factor in the evolution of the
international systemand the most dynamic force for improving global
governance,” (Wang 10-12-17)

“China is not only advocating world peace and security, but also taking
concrete actions toward these goals. China has long been a staunch
force for global peace and prosperity.” (Yang 14-7-18)

“This demonstrated China’s desire for peace and contributed Chinese
wisdom to world peace,” (Xi-18-1-17)

Chinese perspectives and
proposals are needed

The Chinese have answers and solutions to
issues in global governance. Their
approaches and past experiences can help
resolve problems, making them necessary
and useful. CSFM in particular is a way to
answer pressing global governance
questions oftoday.

CSFM “...answers the important question of where the human society
should go,” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“Based on our experience, we have developed a Chinese approach to
resolving hotspotissues...” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“In a time of sluggish economic growth and recovery...the judgment and
leadership of global statesmen and the ability to take swift action are
more soughtafterthan gold. President Xi’s visit to Davos early this year
was such a trip that has boosted global confidence and charted the way
forward for economic globalization,” (Wang 10-12-17).

“China is emerging as the most positive factor in the evolution of the
international systemand the most dynamic force of improving global
governance,” (Wang 10-12-17).

China wants to improve,

Chinese efforts in global governance are

“China's participation in global governance reform is not meant to
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notto overturn the current liberal
international systembut to improve it by
making it more representative of all
countries in the world.

notoverturn the
international system

overhaul the systemor start a new structure, butto improve the current
system,” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China has no intention to change or displace the United States,” (Wang
10-12-17)

“The global governance reform that China takes part in is not about
overturning the current systemand starting all over again. Instead, it is
aboutimproving the systemso thatit can better reflect the changing
realities, increase the representation and say of developing countries,
and bring greater democracy in international relations,” (Yang 14-7-18)

“What we need to do is to improve the mechanisms and means to more
effectively resolve disputes...” (Xi 18-1-17)

Chinese traditions of
peace and harmony

CSFM and otherforeign policy
principles/policies are guided by China’s
historical and philosophical traditions of
harmony and peace.

“These twin objectives [a new form of international relations and
CSFM] are inspired by the fine traditions of the 5000-year Chinese
Cculture emphasizing the pursuit of the common good,” (Wang 10-12-17)

CSFM “...aims to promote world peace and prosperity. It is a vision
with distinct Chinese features,” (Wang 31-5-16)

“The fundamental nature of China's diplomacy is for peace, and peace
constitutes the nature and a prerequisite of the vision of a community of
shared future for mankind,” (Wang 31-5-16)

“For several millennia, peace has been in the blood of us Chinese and a
part of our DNA,” (Xi 18-1-17)

CSFM is warmly
received by the
international community

CSFM has wide recognition and support
from the international community.

“This vision has received warm response from the wider international
community,” (Wang 31-5-16)

“A growing number of Chinese initiatives have become international
consensus; agrowing number of Chinese propositions have been
translated into global actions; and a growing number of opportunities
generated by China have been shared by other countries around the
world,” (Wang-1-9-17)

“It reflects the shared expectation of most countries, serves the common
interests of the international community, and is therefore receiving
wider recognition and support,” (Zheng 26-3-18)

Peaceful Coexistence The Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence have been a hallmark of
Chinese foreign policy since the 1950s.
They include: mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual

non-aggression, non-interference in each

“China remains firm in its commitment to strengthening friendship and
cooperation with other countries on the basis of the Five Principles of
Coexistence.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China, India and Myanmar initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence to reflect the spirit of law in international relations.” (Liu 21-
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other's internal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit, and peaceful coexistence. It is
regarded by the CCP as a time-tested,
successful pillar of Chinese foreign policy
and is cited as an example of Chinese
wisdom/ideas and a policy they will
continue to adhere to.

11-14)

“..many principles [Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence] have
emerged in the evolution of international relations and become widely
accepted.” (Xi 18-1-17).

New type of international
relations featuring win-
win cooperation

Like CSFM, a ‘new type of international
relations’ is another Chinese concept
heavily circulated internationally by the
leadership. It is referred toas a goal in
itself, as well as a way to achieve a CSFM.
It features win-win cooperation. A ‘new
type of international relations’ outlines
relations based on dialogue and non-
confrontation, and state-to-state
relationships based on partnerships rather
than alliances. The notion of partnerships
contrasts that of U.S.-led alliances.

“Forging a new type of international relations will pave the way for
building a community with a shared future for mankind.” (Zheng 26-3-
18)

“China believe it is essentialto advance peace, development and win -
win cooperation, foster a new form of international relations and build a
community with a shared future for mankind.” (Wang 10-12-17)

“China is committed to building a new type of international relations
and a community with a shared future for mankind, thereby contributing
even more to the development and prosperity of mankind, an aspiration
shared world over.” (Yang 14-7-18).

Chinese partnerships
rather than U.S. alliances

China advocates for an international system
based ona partnership network rather than
the U.S. alliance system, which was born
during the Cold War. Whilst U.S. style
alliances are generally grounded in security
deterrence, the Chinese partnership system
emphasizes economic cooperation.

“This vision [CSFM] champion communication, not confrontation, and
partnership, notalliance.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“..find a new path for state-to-state interactions featuring dialogue and
partnership rather than confrontation and alliance.” (Wang 31-5-16)

“We have made the forging of partnerships as a golden rule in our
relations with other countries.” (Yang 14-7-18)

“..embark on anew path of state-to-state relations where dialogue and
partnership prevail over confrontation and alliance.” (Wang 10-12-17)

Storyline 4: Chinese Victimization/Anti-West storyline

There are anti-Chinese forces (often Western ones)which seek to negatively characterize China and its international efforts. They unfounded ly
criticize China and exhibit a lack of understanding about China. China is a fair, just and responsible power, and will never seek hegemony in
Africa or elsewhere. Western countries should not meddle and intervene in internal or regional affairs.

Themes Description

Examples

Unfoundedand unfair
critiques ofchina

There are anti-Chinese forces thattry to
undermine China by putting forth negative
narratives and critiques, which are
groundless and unfair.

“For some time, however, some outside forces have attempted to vilify
and undermine China-Africa cooperation by fabricating the so-called
"neo-colonialism” and debt trap. This is totally groundless.” (Wang 25-
6-19)

“[China has]...resolutely refuted the unfounded accusations made by
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some countries and anti-China forces...” (Li 10-12-17)

“[These efforts have]...offset the disturbances inflicted by the US, other
Western countries and anti-China elements under the pretext of human
rights.” (Li 10-12-17)

“We have...adeptly used UN rules and procedures to make sure that we
hold a high ground of morality and rules compliance in fighting anti-
China forces,” (Li 10-12-17)

Chinais a fair, justand
responsible power

Unlike descriptions of China by anti-
Chinese forces, China is a responsible and
fair great power. China will never seek
hegemony, and will act in a sincere, fair
and equal manner in its relations with
developing and African countries.

“China never goes after selfish geo-political gains in Africa and never
imposes its own will on others. China’s approach to cooperation with

Africa has been entirely different from that of traditional powers.” (25-
6-19)

“No matter how advanced it may become, China will never seek
hegemony, nor will it seek expansion or spheres of influence.” (Yang
14-7-18).

“China has established its reputation as a major country committed to
improving people’s well-being, honoring acceded agreements, and
enhancing international cooperation.” (Li 10-12-17)

“We will pursue common development with African countries in a spirit
of sincerity,” (Xi 18-1-17)

The West should not
intervene in internal affairs
of othercountries

China is firmly against Western
intervention into its domestic affairs.

“No interference will weaken our resolve to strengthen cooperation with
Africa.” (Wang 25-6-19)

“All of us must oppose interference in other countries’ internal affairs
and reject attempt to destabilize the [Asian] region out of selfish
motives.” (Xi 28-3-15)

“Based on lessons from history, we do not favor outside interference in
internal affairs of Asian countries...outside intervention would only
complicate matters further.” (Liu 21-11-14)

“China has thwarted some countries’ attempts to...interfere in China’s
internal affairs in the Human Rights Council,” (Li 10-12-17)

Chinese partnerships
rather than U.S. alliances

Alliances are an outdated feature of the
Cold War era, where IR was characterized
by bipolarity and zero-sum thinking.
Alliances are a U.S.-led system, and China
advocates for partnerships instead of
alliances.

“To create a community of shared future mankind calls on all countries
to abandon the outdated mindset of seeking alliance...” (Wang 31-5-16)

“...state to state relations that features dialogue rather than confrontation
and partnership instead of alliance.” (Wang 10-12-17)

“.Explore partnerships thatare inclusive and constructive instead of
targeting at an imagined enemy or any third party.” (Wang 31-5-16)
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Storyline 5: Increasing Chinese presence and power in the international system

With China’s remarkable economic progress, it is moving to the center international stage, with increased participation and v oice in global affairs.
It has increased soft power, and is able to reshape and influence global norms and values to its favor. China is active in multilateral platforms and
contributes greatly to global peace and development.

Themes

Description

Examples

Chinais reshapingglobal
norms and values to its
favor

China is influencing and reshaping
international norms and values. This is
prominent mostly in the field of human
rights, as well as cyberspace and
development.

“China will continue to be responsive to the new trend and take
initiatives to shape the new normal in our favor.” (Xi 28-3-15)

“China has been actively engaged in rules-making in new areas such as
cyberspace and outer space, to contribute to forming fair and equitable
international rules.” (Liu 21-11-14)

“We need to. Shape the international order and global governance
systemin a way that serves the interest of developing countries,” (Yang
24-6-19).

Increased Chinese voice
in international issues

China is becoming more presenton the
international stage. It has an increased
voice and presence.

“The new era will be an era that sees China moving closer to center
stage and making greater contribution to mankind.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“We have made fresh headway in increasing our say on human rights
issues.” (Li 10-12-17)

“China will fully and deeply participate in global human rights
governance.” (Li 10-12-17)

Increased Chinese soft
power

China is increasing its international soft
power.

“These proactive efforts have helped to enhance China’s soft power and
influence in international human rights arena by translating domestic
governance philosophies into international consensus.” (Li 10-12-17)

“These propositions have further enriched the core values of China’s
foreign policy and received wide recognition from the international
community, particularly developing countries. They have become a
hallmark ofthe soft power of socialist China.” (Wang 1-9-17)

China’s phenomenal
progressand development

China has achieved remarkable
development and progress in the past few
years. It has done so according to its own,
peaceful path of development.

“China has made historic achievements and registered historic changes
in wide-ranging areas,” (Wang 10-12-17)

“It is peaceful development, not predatory expansion, that has enabled
China, a country one mired in poverty and backwardness, to grow into
the world’s second largest economy,” (Yang-14-7-18)

“China has blazed its own path to strength and prosperity,” (Wang 1-9-
17)
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Chinese participationin
multilateral platforms

China has joined, participated and lead in
numerous regional and international
organizations. It will participate and
advocate for multilateral cooperation,
regimes and committees.

“It became the most extensively attended and most highly represented
multilateral diplomatic eventthat China had initiated and hosted.”

(Wang 10-12-17)

“China will work with all parties to uphold free trade and the
multilateral trading regime, which we believe serve the shared interests
ofall countries in the world.” (Yang 14-7-18)

“Chinese experts currently serve on multilateral human rights
committees including the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural
Rights, the Committee against Torture, the Committee onthe
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Human Rights Council
Advisory Committee.” (Li 10-12-17)

“China’s support for multilateralism will increase as the country
continues to develop itself.” (Xi 18-1-17).

Storyline 6: China as a Champion of Multilateralism

Multilateralism is a way of operating in the international systemthat includes active cooperation with other actors to man age burden-sharing and
deliver public goods. It contrasts unilateralism or bilateralism. China is a champion of the multilateral regime and multilateral
platforms/institutions, especially the United Nations. Multilateralism helps build and maintain a multipolar world, which is the current trend of the
times. Multilateralism is especially important in the face of an uncertain global future. China’s dedication to multilateral systemcan be seenin its
participation and supportin multilateral institutions.

Themes

Description

BExamples

Criticisms of
unilateralism/bilateralism

An international systemthat is characterized
by unilateralism or bilateralism stands in the
way of development and peace. China is
opposed to unilateralism and bilateralism.

“For some time now, unilateralism and protectionism have jeopardized
global growth.” (Yang 14-7-18)

“Against the backdrop of rising unilateralism and protectionism ...China
and Africa need to...take a clear stand against unilateralism,
protectionism and bullish in all manifestations.” (Wang 25-6-19)

“China will not support oraccept the demands of any party that are
inconsistent with the resolutions or measures that go beyond the
resolutions, still less unilateral actions, for they will only undermine the
unity of the Security Council and the legitimate interests of other
countries.” (Wang 10-12-17)

Multi-polarization is the
trend ofthe times

The current international context is
characterized by the rise of developing
countries and emerging economies. With
increased actors, multi polarization is the
trend of the times.

“We [China and Africa] cherish the same vision for a multipolar world
and greater democracy in international relations.” (Wang 25-6-19)

“The international situation continues to experience profound and

complex changes, with significant development in multi polarization...”
(Xi 28-3-15).
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“We live in an increasingly multi-polar and globalized world.” (Yang
14-7-18)

The world must unite to
face an uncertain future

In the face of an uncertain future, the world
must unite and cooperate. Multilateralism is
away to achieve cooperation, in a manner
that can incorporate many actors and parties
in the multipolar international system.

“All countries living in this global village need to work together like
passengers in the same boat, rather than sail against the current of our
times.” (Wang 25-6-19)

“In the face of difficulty, instead of making complaints or blaming
others,we should come togetherand rise to the challenge.” (Wang 10-
12-17)

“No matter how long and difficult the journey may be, those who work
togetherand never give up will eventually prevail,” (Xi 28-3-15)

The UN at the core ofthe
international system

The UN is a legitimate and efficient
multilateral institution. China advocates for
its continued central presence in the
multilateral system.

“We stand for multilateralism, resolutely uphold the authority and
stature of the United Nations, and supportthe UN in playing an active
role in international affairs.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China fully supports the United Nations and multilateralism.” (Wang
10-12-18)

“China is a staunch supporterofthe basic norms governing international
relations underpinned by the purposes and principles of the UN charter.”
(Yang 14-7-18)

Chinese participationin
multilateral platforms

China has and/or will continue to participate
in multilateral institutions and practices.

“We support the multilateral trading regime,” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China has promoted the establishment of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank, the Silk Road Fund and the BRICS New
Development Bank,” (Wang 1-9-17)

“We will make funds available to peace and development oriented
programs proposed by the UN and its agencies in Geneva on a priority
basis.” (Xi 18-1-17)

Multilateralismpromotes
peace and development

Multilateral institutions, agendas and
activities promote global peace and
development.

“ASEAN-led multilateral security frameworks such as the ASEAN
regional forum and ASEAN Defense Minister’s Meeting Plus have gone

a long way to deepening regional security dialogue and cooperation.”
(Liu 21-11-14)

“China supports the successful operation of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank and othernew multilateral financial institutions in
order to provide more public goods to the international community.” (Xi
18-1-17).

“Multilateralism is an effective way to preserve peace and promote
development.” (Xi 18-17)

Chinaas a defender of

A multilateral system, with its shared and

“We respect the choice of the people of all countries and endeavorto
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developingcountries fair solutions and proposals, can increase
the voice and representation of developing
countries. China advocates for
multilateralism and servesasa
representative for developing countries on

the world stage.

uphold fairness and justice. We believe that countries, big or small,
strong or weak, rich or poor, are equal.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China maintains that issues in the world must be resolved through
consultation by people of all countries and that the benefits of global
governance must be shared by all countries and people of different
social strata and groups.” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“Countries have an equal voice in decision-making, constituting an
important force for improving global governance.” ( Xi 18-1-17)

Chinawants to improve,
notoverturnthe
international system

China wishes to sustain the current
international system, which is a liberal one
characterized by multilateral institutions and
efforts.

“China's participation in global governance reform is not meant to
overhaul the systemor start a new structure, butto improve the current
system,” (Zheng 26-3-18)

“China has no intention to change or displace the United States,” (Wang
10-12-17)

“The global governance reform that China takes part in is not about
overturning the current systemand starting all over again. Instead, it is
aboutimproving the systemso that it can better reflect the changing
realities, increase the representation and say of developing countries,
and bring greater democracy in international relations,” (Yang 14-7-18)

“What we need to do is to improve the mechanisms and means to more
effectively resolve disputes...” (Xi 18-1-17)
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