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Introduction

In the realm of global power dynamics, China has unveiled a remarkable display of its soft power
prowess—a manifestation of its economic might. At the core of China’s soft power strategy lies
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), an audacious initiative to connect Asia, Europe, and Africa
through a network of infrastructure projects, including roads, railways, and ports, that will
stimulate trade and development in participating countries (Arugay, 2017, pp. 669-673). However,
the initiative has far-reaching implications beyond economic development, as China seeks to
utilize the Belt and Road Initiative as a tool to enhance its soft power influence abroad (Andornino,
2017, p. 4). President Xi Jinping’s emphasis on enhancing China’s soft power, promoting a
positive Chinese narrative, and improving the communication of China’s messages to the world
underscores the importance of communicative soft power (Kim, 2019). President Xi Jinping's
emphasis on improving China's communication strategies not only reflects the findings of existing
studies but also underscores the importance of understanding how these strategies are received and
how participation in Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects can impact China's soft power
influence abroad.

Soft power influence defies easy categorization and measurement due to its complex
nature. Therefore, this thesis will provide an argument that highlights the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) as an important case study for examining China's potential soft power influence, primarily
driven by its economic attractiveness. Furthermore, the impact of BRI involvement on China's soft
power influence is of significant importance, particularly in light of the limited existing research
that explores this connection, especially between participating and non-participating countries.
While effective communication strategies are crucial, it is equally important to assess their
reception by international audiences. This can be done by investigating how the BRI is being
framed in national news media abroad. In this regard, countries like Indonesia and India present
compelling cases for investigation.

As a participating country in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Indonesia currently has
over 70 ongoing projects, whereas India has not signed any agreements under the BRI. Despite
this, both countries have their foreign policy concerns and considerations. Therefore, this thesis
will explore the differences in the news framing of the BRI between the national media of

Indonesia and India. By doing so, this paper aims to investigate the following research question:



How does the news framing of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) differ between Indonesia and
India?

To address this research question, I will be conducting a qualitative content analysis based
on the framing of the Belt and Road Initiative in Indonesia and India. Therefore, the focus of soft
power would be on how the BRI is being perceived by other countries. It is a critical aspect that
plays a significant role in increasing China's soft power as China is an image-conscious nation
(Rabinovitch, 2008, p. 33). The way in which the BRI is publicized and branded is of utmost
importance as it directly influences China's ability to attract and influence other countries (Zhang,
2010; Courmont, 2013).

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework

The Belt and Road Initiative

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a comprehensive Chinese development strategy, seeks to
enhance regional connectivity and cooperation through five key areas: policy coordination,
connectivity, unobstructed trade, financial integration, and cultural exchange (Arugay, 2017, pp.
669-673). Since 2012, China has employed the term “peripheral diplomacy” to describe its foreign
policy approach, which prioritizes the cultivation of strong relationships with neighbouring
countries as a fundamental foundation for its global influence and power dynamics (Reeves, 2018,
pp. 977-978). This approach has become increasingly relevant, as China's relations with other
major powers have become more complex. Chinese narratives of the Belt and Road Initiative have
been framed as an instrument to integrate neighbouring countries into a China-led economic sphere
through “win-win” opportunities, which generally refer to mutually beneficial agreements (Silvius,
2020; Zhao, 2015). These win-win agreements usually consist of infrastructure development
received by participating countries and new economic opportunities for both China and the
participating country (Silvius, 2020, p. 314) This aspect of the BRI is significant in the context of
soft power, as it underscores the economic appeal and attractiveness of the initiative. Additionally,
the BRI has also been recognized as a means to tackle economic concerns like China's slow GDP

growth, surplus foreign reserves, and overcapacity in heavy sectors (Wang, 2016; Wuttke, 2017).



The BRI has therefore been portrayed to be an “effective strategy to promote trade, infrastructural
building, FDI flows and therefore GDP growth” (Voon & Xu, 2019, p. 121).

Despite the portrayal of the BRI’s economic benefits, it is also important to acknowledge
its negative portrayal in media abroad (Voon & Xu, 2019, p. 121). The framing and perception of
the BRI have also been influenced by the concerns from “the recent debate about whether the BRI
will lead to a so-called debt trap” (Brautigam, 2019, as cited in Voon & Xu, 2019). The Belt and
Road Initiative has also been linked to widespread reports of human rights abuses, including forced
labour and deceptive recruitment practices, in various countries (Jerabek, 2022, p. 357).
Furthermore, considering that the BRI is largely focused on construction projects, environmental
risks should not be overlooked (Ali, Faqir, Haider, Shahzad, & Nosheen, 2022, p. 1). Researchers
have found that the Belt and Road Initiative is associated with environmental harm, particularly in
terms of biodiversity loss and habitat disruption (Ali et al., 2022, Chiu, 2022). Lechner, Chan and
Campos-Arceiz (2018, p. 408) also identified biodiversity hotspots in South Asia where BRI
activities could cause harm to the region's biodiversity. Lechner et al. (2018, p. 409) also
highlighted the potential for China to leverage its geopolitical influence in pursuing the
environmental considerations of the BRI, emphasizing the importance of not relegating them to an
afterthought.

Furthermore, projects that have little connection to the Belt and Road Initiative's (BRI)
stated objectives have been associated with the BRI label (Hall & Krolikowski, 2022, p. 9). The
retrospective application of the BRI label provides an interesting lens for examining the soft power
element of the initiative. By retroactively associating existing projects with the BRI, it becomes
apparent that the primary motivation behind such labelling might be the desire to leverage the
BRI's economic appeal and international image. This practice allows countries and entities to align
themselves with the BRI's overarching objectives, thereby benefiting from its perceived
advantages, while potentially sidestepping the more contentious or controversial aspects
associated with the hard power elements of the initiative. By attaching the BRI label to diverse
projects, regardless of their direct relevance to the initiative’s stated goals, countries and entities
seek to tap into the perceived economic benefits and positive international image associated with
the BRI. This highlights the nuanced interplay between economics, politics, and soft power, and
prompts further investigation into how the BRI's economic appeal and image projection contribute
to China's soft power influence on the global stage.



China’s soft power influence

Joseph Nye (2004) categorizes power into soft and hard power. Hard power influence refers to the
ability of a country to achieve its foreign policy objectives through military or economic coercion
(Nye, 2004, p. 5). This includes the use of military force, economic sanctions, or other forms of
direct coercion that rely on material resources or force to achieve outcomes (Nye, 2004, p. 6).
Unlike hard power, soft power lies in its ability to attract (Nye, 2004, p. 5). Additionally,
authoritarian regimes like China and Russia often lack legitimacy and rely on tactics of
propaganda, disinformation, and censorship to achieve their goals. Walker and Ludwig (2017)
coined the term sharp power to describe these tactics, suggesting that authoritarian regimes do not
fit neatly into Nye's categories of hard or soft power. Thus, while Nye's definition of soft power
remains a useful framework, there is a need to broaden the scope of its definition, especially in the
context of the BRI.

While Joseph Nye argues that the effectiveness of soft power goes beyond cultivating a
favourable image and achieving desired outcomes, this definition is limited. Although | agree that
soft power is not solely reliant on image projection, | contend that Nye overlooks the significance
of attractiveness to other countries in realizing those outcomes. Furthermore, Nye (2004, p. 110)
acknowledges the role of three dimensions of public diplomacy - political values, foreign policies,
and culture - in creating a favourable/positive national image that enhances the prospects of
achieving desired outcomes. | agree with Nye (2004, p. 129) that it is crucial to avoid reducing
soft power to mere considerations of image, public relations, and temporary popularity. Instead,
soft power should be acknowledged as a strategic form of power that encompasses the ability to
influence outcomes. With that being said, this thesis will define soft power influence as China’s
ability to strategically shape narratives, perceptions, and preferences by cultivating a positive
image.

To observe China’s soft power influence, the concept of framing comes into play. Existing
literature has implied the importance of framing and cultivating a favourable image to enhance
China’s soft power influence abroad (Zhang, 2010; Courmont, 2013). Framing, as a strategic
communication tool, can contribute to building a positive and appealing image of a country
(Entman, 1993, p. 52). Framing allows China to project its attractiveness by strategically shaping
narratives to influence perceptions in other countries. Conversely, framing can also be employed

as a tool to observe how China is being perceived abroad and to measure its soft power influence.



Through appealing and positive framing, China can enhance its soft power and shape how it is
perceived abroad. One prominent manifestation of China's soft power influence is the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

The BRI as a manifestation of China’s soft power

Existing literature has portrayed that China's soft power influence is highly dependent on its
economic attractiveness, specifically on economic benefits (Breslin, 2011; d’Hooghe, 2014;
Kurlantzick, 2010; Liang, 2012). China's positive image is driven by its economic attractiveness
and the benefits derived from economic relations and cooperation, which holds true in both
developed and developing countries (Liang, 2012, p. 667). The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is
primarily considered a manifestation of China's economic power and influence. Economic power
can be seen as a form of hard power, as it involves leveraging economic resources, investments,
and infrastructure development to exert influence and advance national interests. This view is
supported by Breslin (2011, p. 13) who argues that soft power influence goes hand in hand with
economic relations. Kurlantzick’s (2007, p. 6) definition of soft power also includes BRI’s
economic appeal - like bilateral investments and trade agreements. However, the BRI also has
elements of soft power embedded within it. While the BRI's primary focus is on economic
cooperation, it also incorporates aspects of cultural exchanges, people-to-people connections, and
media cooperation, which contribute to China's soft power objectives (Rahman, 2019, p. 305).
Therefore, the BRI serves as a compelling case study challenging Nye's assertion by combining
economic hard power with a strong emphasis on shaping a positive image. Consequently, the goals
of the BRI align with Nye's categorization of soft power which includes culture, transfer of
domestic values, and foreign policy (Rahman, 2019, p. 305).

Furthermore, The BRI stands out from other economic initiatives as it is primarily funded
by China itself, making it an attractive win-win opportunity for participating countries. According
to Rahman (2019, p. 317), the BRI's foreign policy component has also helped to increase China's
soft power influence. Unlike other powers that often use conditional aid, China's non-coercive aid
scheme is appealing to nations seeking alternative funding sources. Jerabek (2022, p. 345) supports
the notion that BRI is favourable for countries due to its adaptable financial terms and less stringent

environmental and human rights regulations compared to major Western lenders such as the IMF



and World Bank. This further underscores the economic appeal of BRI as a manifestation of
China’s soft power.

The BRI’s overarching goal to address economic issues and bridge the development gap is
a symbol of the “Chinese Dream” concept (Rahman, 2019, p. 313). This vision also aligns with
the goals of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which aims to foster economic cooperation and
cultural exchanges among participating countries (Turcsanyi & Kachlikova, 2020, p. 71). Nye
(2004, p. 55) argues that the core of soft power lies in its legitimacy. Rahman (2019) stated that
BRI’s legitimacy depends on BRI’s image perceived by other countries. If the BRI is seen as
benefiting China at the expense of other participating nations, it could undermine China's
legitimacy and make its promotion of the “Chinese Dream” values appear hypocritical to the
international community (Nye, 2004, pp. 55-60, as cited in Rahman, 2019). Thus, positive framing
and perceptions of the initiative's benefits by other countries are essential for maintaining China's
legitimacy and positive image.

Through the BRI, China astutely showcases its economic strength and cultural heritage,
thereby projecting an image of dynamic appeal that attracts the interest of other nations. Therefore,
this thesis aims to explore China’s soft power influence abroad by examining the framing of BRI
in Indonesia and India’s national news media. Considering that the BRI is a manifestation of
China’s soft power influence, my hypothesis suggests that Indonesia will exhibit a more positive
framing of the BRI compared to India. This hypothesis is based on the substantial involvement of

the BRI in Indonesia, which serves as a manifestation of China's soft power efforts.

Foreign Policy Considerations

Indonesia

Indonesia’s initial participation in the BRI initiative was marked by the signing of a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) for the Jakarta-Bandung high-speed railway project (Yoshimatsu, 2022,
p. 164). Indonesia also has 70 ongoing BRI projects, including “industrial parks, metallurgical and
power plants, and tourism facilities in North Sumatra, North Kalimantan, North Sulawesi, and
Bali” (Yee, 2023, p. 19). Indonesia's present emphasis on infrastructure development and industrial

expansion coincides with the objectives of the BRI (Damuri, Perkasa, Atje & Hirawan, 2019, p.



3). President Joko Widodo's presence at the 2017 BRI Summit in Beijing signifies Indonesia's
willingness to consider any initiatives that can assist in achieving the Nawa Cita, the nation’s nine
national priorities (Damuri et al., 2019, p. 4). These priorities emphasize the importance of
“improving both domestic and international connectivity”, indicating Indonesia's willingness to
consider any measures that can contribute to achieving these goals (Damuri et al., 2019, p. 3).

Indonesia’s participation in BRI projects, although substantial, can be described as
lukewarm due to the absence of a bilateral memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the
Indonesian and Chinese governments (Lalisang & Candra, 2020, pp. 8-9). Currently, the
involvement has primarily been driven by Indonesian businesses rather than a formalized
agreement between the two governments, due to concerns (Lalisang & Candra, 2020, pp. 8-9).
These concerns stem from various factors, such as the trade deficit and fiscal burden between
Indonesia and China, apprehension about a significant influx of Chinese workers, doubts about
China's intentions due to its communist ideology and past relationship with Indonesia, and pressure
from political elites. According to Damuri et al. (2019, p.1), Indonesia is mainly concerned that
infrastructure financing under the BRI will exacerbate Indonesia and China’s current trade deficit
as BRI projects will increase imports from China. In addition, the possible influx of Chinese
workers is a significant concern for Indonesia’s current unemployment rate (Damuri et al., 2019,
p. 13).

Despite this, there is also pressure coming from Indonesia's elite groups like “Islamic
organizations, former high-ranking officials, and retired military generals” (Yoshimatsu, 2022, p.
164). They are critical of China and suspicious of its investment intentions, specifically also on
the influx of foreign workers. Furthermore, Sukma (2009, p. 141) notes that China's support of
Communist insurgencies in Southeast Asia has fueled Indonesia’s suspicions and concerns about
the BRI due to fears of China exporting communism and creating instability. Additionally,
Indonesia's public opinion remains sensitive to the presence of Chinese workers at construction
sites, with the government preferring the use of foreign labour only when domestic labour is
unavailable (Damuri et al., 2019, p. 13). The traumatic events of 1965 have also impacted
Indonesia's relationship with China, leading China to avoid interfering in Indonesia's political

affairs. As a result, while Indonesia is open to the BRI, it remains cautious due to these concerns.



India

According to Sharma (2019), India’s foreign policy towards the BRI can be characterized as being
“pragmatic, cautious, and complex” (p. 136). With the absence of both bilateral MOUs and
projects under the BRI, India’s perception towards the BRI has remained consistent over the years
(Sachdeva, 2018, p. 287). Similar to Indonesia, India’s stance is primarily driven by its national
priorities, which emphasize the importance of respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity
in any mega connectivity project (Bhuyan, 2018). India's participation in the SCO is driven by its
commitment to regional connectivity that aligns with its national priorities, and its rejection of the
BRI is based on the perception that it is incompatible with these priorities.

Understanding India's perceptions of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) requires a broader
understanding of India-China relations, which is a key challenge for Indian policymakers.
Sachdeva (2018) emphasized that India and China’s source of tension stems from their “shared
but disputed border” (p. 287). This fear and suspicion stem from concerns that China may have
independent agendas that pose security risks for India. These border disputes date back to the late
1940s and involve the partition of Pakistan from India and the Chinese occupation of Tibet
(Devonshire-Ellis, 2019). The concern over border disputes stems from four initiatives namely,
the CPEC, BCIM Economic Corridor, Trans-Himalayan Economic Corridor, and MSR (Sharma,
2019, p. 141). Therefore, India’s approach towards the BRI remains cautious. It has never fully
endorsed or rejected the initiative but has a strong opposition towards the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and its operations.

The BRI's lack of transparency is another factor contributing to India’'s skepticism of the
initiative. Additionally, India believes that China has provided Pakistan with nuclear and missile
technology, which further diminishes India’s regional influence (Sachdeva, 2018, p. 287). These
intricate geopolitical dynamics demonstrate the need for India to manage its relations with China

with great care to advance its strategic interests.

Research

This thesis will be conducting a comparative analysis to observe the difference between the
framing of BRI in Indonesia and India, in means of investigating China’s soft power influence.
This study will be comparing the framing of the BRI in India and Indonesia. The perception of

BRI by other countries has not been studied largely, and thus, this thesis aims to fill this gap. While
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prior studies have suggested that the framing of the BRI can positively influence perceptions of
China, this research aims to provide more nuanced insights into this relationship by comparing
soft power influence with a country that is involved in the BRI and not. Furthermore, the framing
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in both Indonesia and India is influenced by their respective
foreign policy considerations, which need to be taken into account to understand the extent of their
impact. By doing so, this study is of utmost importance for policymakers and academics seeking
to comprehend the complex dynamics of power in the contemporary world. As such, this research
is timely and essential for a more comprehensive understanding of China's global influence.

In this research design, the independent variable (IV) is BRI involvement in a country. This
will determine whether or not a country is involved with the initiative. Using the independent
variable for case selection, the dependent variable will be coded by analyzing statements in the
articles and looking at how the BRI is being framed. The recording unit will be articles that mention
the BRI and how the BRI is being framed in those articles. This approach will enable a comparative
analysis of the soft power influence of China in countries with different degrees of BRI
involvement, namely India and Indonesia. By utilizing this small-N and two-case design, the
analysis will provide a nuanced understanding of the role of the BRI in shaping China's soft power

influence in different regions.

Data Selection

For this qualitative content analysis, the primary sources that will be utilized are national
newspaper articles published between 2017 and 2019. The BRI was implemented in 2013 and
during the initial years of the BRI’s implementation, Chinese narratives dominated media coverage
and journalists often relied on Chinese sources for information. This is exemplified in a study
published by Turcsanyi and Kachlikova (2020, p. 58) as they discovered that the Chinese narrative
on the BRI emphasized fantasies of economic opportunities and a nostalgic evocation of the old
Silk Road, thus potentially leading to a more positive framing of the initiative. The starting point
in 2017 was chosen, as it marked four years after the implementation of the initiative, providing a
reasonable timeframe for journalists to gather information and develop informed opinions.The
endpoint of 2019 was chosen as it precedes the onset of the pandemic, which could have potentially

affected China's image in the world.
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Using national news sources of a country abroad can provide a useful indication of China's
soft power influence in that country, especially when personal experience with the country is
lacking (Wang, Shoemaker, Han & Storm, 2008). By analyzing news articles from a range of
media outlets in a particular country, it is possible to gain insights into how China is viewed by
the public, policymakers, and the media in that country. Therefore, | will be using a diverse range
of national newspaper articles from each country. As there is a lack of English-language newspaper
publishers in Indonesia, | will be using Indonesian national news media and translating the
statements into English. For India, a broad range of the English newspaper publishers was being

used.

Method of analysis

To further investigate the research question, | will be looking at the framing of the BRI between
Indonesia and India. According to Entman (1993), “framing essentially involves selection and
salience” (p. 52). This suggests that news media outlets have the ability to choose and emphasize
specific aspects of an issue or situation to target their audience. Framing entails a purposeful
process of curating and accentuating certain elements while potentially downplaying or excluding
others. While Indonesia received BRI involvement and India did not, both countries have had
significant economic ties with China and have been targets of China's soft power initiatives,
making them suitable for a small-N case design. The use of the MSSD method can help to identify
similarities and differences in the way the BRI is perceived and portrayed in the national news
media of these two countries. Both countries are also situated in strategically important regions,
with Indonesia being the largest archipelagic country in the world and India being the second-most
populous country in the world.

I will be using a qualitative content analysis (QCA) as it provides useful insights into how
China's soft power influence differs in two different countries with variations of BRI involvement.
Qualitative content analysis is the most suitable for this research question as it is “sensitive to the
context in which texts are produced, and better able to tell us about meanings, norms, values,
motives, and purposes,” thus allowing us to observe the effectiveness of BRI as a soft power tool
(Halperin & Heath, 2020 p. 376). Furthermore, QCA has the ability to establish explicit criteria
for coding and categorizing qualitative data (Halperin & Heath, 2020 p. 380). These criteria serve

as a framework that can be replicated by other researchers, ensuring consistency in the study's
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methodology (Halperin & Heath, 2020 p. 385). Replication allows for an examination of inter-
coder reliability, whereby multiple coders independently analyze the same data to assess the
consistency of coding decisions (Halperin & Heath, 2020 p. 385). This process helps validate the
robustness of the analysis and enhances the reliability of the findings (Halperin & Heath, 2020 p.
385).

Case selection

Before conducting the analyses, it is important to define the variables involved and the cases that
are used. As not all countries have a memorandum of understanding of a bilateral agreement of
the BRI, BRI involvement will therefore be measured under the number of projects that are signed
under the BRI. Indonesia is the third-largest recipient country in BRI investment (Wang & Ziying,
2023). Indonesia also has 70 ongoing BRI projects, including the Jakarta-Bandung railway which
was signed in 2015, whereas India hasn’t signed any projects involving BRI (Wang & Ziying,
2023).

Using India and Indonesia’s national news media to conduct a small comparative analysis
could provide useful insights into how China’s soft power influence differs in two different
countries with different histories and cultures. Furthermore, India and Indonesia have similarities
in terms of their large populations, diverse cultures, and developing economies. Even though
Indonesia is actively involved in the BRI while India is not, both countries still have foreign policy
concerns regarding the initiative. Both countries are also situated in strategically important regions,
with Indonesia being the largest archipelagic country in the world and India being the second-most
populous country in the world. While Indonesia received BRI involvement and India did not, both
countries have had significant economic ties with China and have been targets of China's soft
power initiatives, making them suitable for a small-N case design. The use of the MSSD method
can help to identify similarities and differences in the way that China is perceived and portrayed
in the national news media of these two countries. Overall, the similarities between India and
Indonesia provide a basis for comparison, and their differences in terms of BRI involvement can
provide insights into how China’s soft power initiatives have been received in two different

contexts.
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Table 1: Coding Frame

Framing/Indicators Description Code | Category
Economic and Statements that portray economic and EG | PFR-EG
Infrastructure infrastructure aspects of the BRI. This usually
highlights Economic projects in the BRI, NFR-EG
including land and maritime infrastructure
- NEU-EG
building.
Geopolitical Statements that indicate geopolitical GP | PFR-GP
Considerations Considerations of the BRI. This usually includes
bilateral relations, cooperation and conflict. NFR-GP
NEU-GP
Culture Statements that indicate BRI’s cultural CLT | PFR-CLT
diplomacy efforts. This includes Confucius
Institutes, cultural exposure, language, film NFR-CLT
NEU-CLT

The coding frame was created based on a review of previous literature on BRI and foreign policy

considerations from Indonesia and India. In this qualitative content analysis (QCA), | will employ

a concept-driven approach based on the above literature review. The selected data will consist of

articles that discuss the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and the analysis will focus on the tone

exhibited within these articles. The tone will be categorized as Positive (PFR), Negative (NFR),

or Neutral (NEU), providing insights into the framing of the BRI.

To guide the article selection process, | will consider three categories namely economics and

infrastructure (EG), geopolitical considerations (GP), and culture (CLT). By using these

categories, | aim to identify articles by looking at statements that mention the BRI.

Economics and infrastructure (EG)

14




Within the context of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) framework, economic and infrastructure
factors, long intertwined in academic discourse, are extensively studied together by scholars,
specifically the “win-win” agreements and the lack of clarity how investments of infrastructure
will influence regional economic performance (Chen & Li, 2021; Silvius, 2020). This category
will be highlighting economic benefits like win-win opportunities, foreign investments,
employment, and debt sustainability. Negative framing of economic aspects of the BRI would
include debt-trap diplomacy, trade deficit, unemployment, and investment risks. Infrastructure
connectivity also falls under this category, it will mainly highlight roads and railway constructions

and maritime operations.

Geopolitical Considerations (GP)

The geopolitical considerations category focuses more on highlighting the BRI in the context of
China’s relationships with other countries by looking at conflicts, cooperation, and each country’s
considerations towards the initiative. Positive framing tends to highlight more cooperation and
include keywords like regional stability, multilateral cooperation, and mutual respect. Negative
framing will emphasize more on border disputes, sovereignty, security risks, and suspicion towards
the initiative’s goal. The suspicion surrounding the goals of the initiative often stems from
concerns over China's lack of transparency and accountability in BRI projects. Environmental
considerations are also included in this category as Lechner et al. (2018) highlight the importance
of integrating environmental considerations with geopolitical considerations as they suggest that
China “could use its geopolitical weight to pursue the conservation agenda in the BRI landscapes”
(p. 408). This sentence emphasizes that environmental concerns should not be treated as secondary

or an afterthought in the context of geopolitical decision-making.

Culture (CLT)

Culture will mainly concern the framing of cultural initiatives that supports the goals of the BRI.
This includes Confucius Institutes, the Chinese language, movies, people-to-people exchange, and
tourism. Alternatively, culture could be negatively framed as a potential threat, such as through

the lens of anti-Chinese sentiment or other forms of cultural bias.
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Tone

Articles listed as having Positive framing (PFR) adopt a supportive tone towards the BRI,
emphasizing its potential benefits, opportunities, and positive impacts across the aforementioned
categories. Conversely, Negative framing (NFR) involves a more critical or sceptical tone,
highlighting concerns and negative impacts of the BRI within the specified categories. Neutral
framing (NEU) of each category is also possible, it describes articles that take a balanced approach,
presenting the BRI without significant favouritism or criticism. Neutral framing may present both
positive and negative aspects of the initiative and allow readers or viewers to form their own
opinions. It is important to note that an article may possess overlapping codes, as it may
simultaneously address the positive framing of economics and infrastructure due to their inherent

interconnectedness and the common discussion of both aspects in the literature.

Results and Analysis

The study implemented stringent inclusion and exclusion criteria to carefully select articles that
were in line with the research objectives. These criteria include factors like publication date, source
credibility, relevance to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and the availability of full-text articles.
The publication date was from 1st of Feb 2017 to 21st November 2019. Source credibility was
evaluated by prioritizing reputable news publishers and recognized sources. The sources are
determined through the Digital News Report published by the Reuters Institute and the University
of Oxford in 2022 (Reuters Institute, 2022, pp. 134-136). The national news publishers used were
the top 20 online national news articles in Indonesia and India that are prominent and have the
greatest reach. Relevance was determined by assessing the depth of coverage on BRI-related
aspects, through the keywords reviewed by the literature review. The inclusion of articles with
full-text availability facilitated comprehensive analysis, allowing for a thorough examination of
contextual information, arguments, and perspectives presented. The systematic application of
these rigorous criteria aimed to ensure the selection of high-quality articles, reducing potential bias
and strengthening the validity and reliability of the study.

The analysis of news articles in this study encompassed a total of 70 articles, evenly
distributed between Indonesia and India with 35 articles from each country. The selected articles

were chosen by looking at each national news publisher’s website and including the publication
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date and articles that mention the BRI. The selected articles spanned a multi-year period, covering
the years 2017 to 2019 a period chosen to capture the pre-pandemic context.

In the case of Indonesia, 35 articles were coded, consisting of 9 articles from 2017, 14
articles from 2018, and 12 articles from 2019. Among these articles, a subset required translation
to ensure a thorough analysis. Specifically, 15 articles had statements that were being translated,;
7 articles from 2017, 5 articles from 2018, and 3 articles from 2019. Similarly, for India, 35 articles
were included in the analysis, distributed as follows: 8 articles from 2017, 13 articles from 2018,
and 14 articles from 2019. It is worth noting that all the articles from India were in English,
reflecting the country's English proficiency level.

To incorporate diverse perspectives, articles from a variety of news publishers were
utilized. In the case of Indonesia, articles were sourced from 8 different publishers, including some
in the Indonesian language that required translation. For India, articles from 9 distinct news
publishers, all in English, were included in the analysis. The decision to include articles from
multiple publishers aimed to ensure a breadth of opinions and viewpoints in the analysis. The
coding process focused on statements referencing or mentioning the BRI, allowing for the
assessment of their framing (positive, negative, or neutral) and determining the overall tone of the
articles based on these statements.

The analysis will now be broken down per case, based on the coding identified in the
articles. This breakdown will provide a detailed examination of each case, allowing for a
comprehensive understanding of the findings. By categorizing the articles based on their coding,
patterns and trends can be identified, providing valuable insights into the portrayal of the BRI

across different cases.

Table 2: Overall results

Framing Indonesia India
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Economic and

Economics and infrastructure

Economics and infrastructure projects

Consideration
(GP)

considerations are being framed
positively. Bilateral meetings and
their implications were framed
positively, articles highlight the
cooperation aspect of BRI.

PFR GP: 58% (8/14 articles)
NFR GP: 22% (3/14 articles)
NEU GP: 22% (3/14 articles)

Infrastructure projects are being framed are being framed negatively. Concerns
(EG) positively. Benefits and success about the feasibility of projects,

stories were highlighted investment risks, and debt trap were

throughout the articles. being articulated throughout the

PFR EG: 70% (14/20 articles) articles.

NFR EG: 15% (3/20 articles) NFR EG: 60% (9/15 articles)

NEU EG: 15% (3/20 articles) PFR EG: 20% (3/15 articles)

NEU EG: 20% (3/15 articles)

Geopolitical Geopolitical activities and Geopolitical activities are being framed

negatively. India is mainly concerned
about territorial integrity and
sovereignty. There were also other
considerations like environmental
degradation and distrust towards China.
NFR GP: 67% (14/21 articles)

PFR GP: 5% (1/21 articles)

NEU GP: 29% (6/21 articles)

Culture Cultural activities were positively | Cultural activities were negatively
(CLT) framed. framed.
PFR CLT: 100% (4/4 articles) | NFR CLT 100% (2/2 articles).
NFR CLT: - PFR CLT: -
NEU: CLT: - NEU CLT: -
Indonesia

Within the economic and infrastructure category (EG), 70% of the articles emphasize the positive
impact of BRI projects, particularly the economic benefits derived from the Jakarta-Bandung
railway projects. Additionally, the positive framings also emphasized individual success stories,

framing The BRI as an initiative that “aims to improve people’s livelihoods, enabling ordinary
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families and people to realize their dream” (Qian, 2019). This statement highly aligns with the
Chinese dream - the transfer of China’s domestic values is also evident here, thus strengthening
the argument that BRI is a manifestation of China’s soft power. Indonesian journalists have also
highlighted China as the leading power and its legacy - “There is a company that deserves applause
for the breathtaking speed with which it has built infrastructure in China: China Railway and its
legacy will undoubtedly be the high-speed rail network” (Bhargava, 2018).

Out of all the articles, there are 15% each for both negative and neutral framings. Negative
framings primarily emphasize the economic risks and obstacles associated with the BRI. One
prominent concern raised in these framings is that “trade infrastructure projects, which are part of
China's Belt and Road policy, face significant obstacles as several countries have started to voice
complaints about debt bondage to China” (CNN Indonesia, 2018). As for neutral framings, a two-
sided argument was presented highlighting both concerns and opportunities. A representative
example can be derived from the article published by Jakarta Post which highlights how China
“tends to employ workers from its own country” (Suropati, 2018). The same article concluded by
highlighting BRI’s opportunity: “With it, the opportunities for Indonesia and China to establish
cooperation remain plentiful. For Indonesia, cooperation with China will enable the former to
realize its ambition in establishing the Global Maritime Axis doctrine and becoming one of the
most prominent actors in the region.” (Suropati, 2018). While negative and neutral framings exist,
the overall dominance of positive framing showcases the BRI's favourable perception in this
category.

For geopolitical considerations (GP), 58% of the articles are framed positively. Although
this is the dominant framing, it is crucial to address the presence of two other framings: negative,
accounting for 22%, and neutral, also comprising 22% of the articles. For positive framing, the
articles mainly highlight multilateral cooperation and mutual respect - “China said the initiative
would not interfere in a country’s domestic political affairs” (Galih, 2017). This statement signals
China’s intention to respect the sovereignty and autonomy of other nations.

Negative framing of Indonesia’s geopolitical considerations mainly criticizes China and
the flaws of the BRI. In an article published by The Jakarta Post, China’s announcement of
modifications to the BRI was criticized and framed as a “reaction to recent backlashes against the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)” (Mueller, 2019). Whereas neutral framings mainly presented

information regarding the content of Indonesia and China’s diplomatic relations and bilateral
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meetings. Overall, Indonesia's geopolitical considerations are being framed positively in this
category.

Regarding cultural aspects (CLT), all of the articles were positively framed. These articles
shed light on the BRI’s positive influence through film, people-to-people exchange, Confucius
Institutes, and exchange programmes. One of the articles highlighted the growth of student
exchanges between Indonesia and China - “Sino-Indonesian academic cooperation reached new
heights in 2014, with 13,689 Indonesian students coming to China” (Sun, 2018). Another notable
example would be the Tsunami film China filmed in Indonesia where it was being utilized to
“strengthen its relations with Indonesia within the framework of international cooperation on the
Belt and Road Initiative” (Dian, 2017).

Overall, the prevalence of positive framings across these categories underscores the
favourable perception of the BRI, reflecting the belief in its potential economic, geopolitical, and

cultural benefits.

India

The overall framing in this category in the economic and infrastructure category is negative, with
60% of articles adopting a negative framing, while 20% of the articles presented a positive framing,
and 20% of articles remained neutral. The negative framing predominantly centred around
concerns related to investment risks, potential debt traps, and India’s cautious approach towards
BRI projects. One of the articles that negatively framed the BRI portrayed it as a “new weapon”
to assist China in acquiring land in countries surrounding India (The Economic Times, 2018). The
debt-trap concept has also been referenced multiple times in discussions related to the BRI.
Another notable example of a negative framing involves questioning the reader about the viability
and potential risks associated with the Chinese infrastructure projects. For instance, an article poses
questions such as: “Do you see the countries on the map that the Chinese infrastructure has to pass
through, a chain that is only as strong as its weakest link?" and "Would you as an investor put
money in that project?” (Eurasian Times, 2018). This negative framing reflects investment risks
and scepticism regarding the economic feasibility and potential consequences of certain BRI
initiatives.

On the other hand, the positive framing highlighted the benefits of the BRI and its positive

impact on infrastructure development in India's neighbouring cities. Though there are limited
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positive framings (20%), an article explicitly mentioned that “BRI is not a Chinese design to
conquer other countries and conquer our neighbours” (The Indian Express, 2018). This positive
framing aims to convince the reader that the BRI is driven by cooperation, mutual development,
and shared benefits rather than any ulterior motives of dominance or control. Notably, neutral
framing also highlighted the importance of “sustainable financial support” as a strategy to address
potential debt trap risks (Chaudhury, 2019).

Moreover, for the framing of geopolitical considerations, 67% of the articles were being
framed negatively (NFR-GP), 5% of the articles were being framed positively (PFR-GP), whereas
29% of the articles were being framed neutrally (NEU-GP). The articles mainly highlighted India's
border disputes, environmental implications, and perceived lack of transparency and
accountability in BRI projects. The stances taken in the articles are clear, with one article stating,
“Indeed, India publicly portrayed the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as a non-transparent,
neocolonial enterprise aimed at ensnaring smaller, cash-strapped states in a debt trap to help
advance China's geopolitical agenda™ (Chellaney, 2018). Additionally, a significant number of
articles have highlighted the lack of transparency in BRI deals, stating that “the details of most
BRI deals, negotiated between secretive governments, are murky” (Ganguly, 2017). These
statements indicate a critical perspective on the BRI, raising concerns about its transparency and
potential implications for smaller nations. Most of the articles also mentioned the border disputes
surrounding Kashmir, framing the BRI as “a new kind of colonization” (Pasricha, 2017).

However, it is worth noting that some articles also provided a neutral framing, emphasizing
the commitment of both China and India to overcome their differences and explore potential
strategies for cooperation. One such article highlighted that “India and China have reached an
understanding to move beyond their differences on China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) by
taking forward both bilateral and regional connectivity projects” (Krishnan, 2018). This neutral
framing acknowledges the ongoing dialogue and efforts between the two countries to find common
ground and collaborate on connectivity initiatives, suggesting a potential path for cooperation
despite previous concerns or differences.

Lastly, the cultural framing demonstrated a negative stance, with all articles addressing
controversial cultural instances that are related to the BRI. An article highlighted Jackie Chan’s
movie Kung Fu Yoga, where an Indian character praised President Xi Jinping's Belt and Road

Initiative (The Indian Express, 2017). Film critics have also framed the BRI as a “brazen political
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propaganda” (The Indian Express, 2017). By showcasing an Indian character praising the BRI,
the movie may be seen as indirectly criticizing or questioning India's stance on the project.
Overall, this analysis highlights the prevalent negative framing of the BRI in India,
particularly in the economic, geopolitical, and to a lesser extent, cultural domains. The findings
highlight the dominant presence of negative framing, attributing detrimental economic effects,
conflicts, and geopolitical concerns to the BRI in India. However, it is important to acknowledge
the emergence of a growing neutral framing, indicative of a diverse range of opinions and
perspectives surrounding the BRI. Conversely, the presence of positive framing appears relatively
limited. To gain a more nuanced understanding of the framing dynamics, future research
incorporating additional information and a broader timeframe would be essential, enabling a

deeper exploration of the evolving narrative surrounding the BRI in India.

Discussion

The findings of this study provide support for the hypothesis, as it indicates that Indonesia portrays
a more positive framing of the BRI compared to India, aligning with the soft power theory’s
emphasis on cultivating a positive image to shape narratives, perceptions, and preferences. The
dominant positive framing of BRI in Indonesia indicates that China has successfully influenced
the news framing, as evidenced by the positive emphasis on economic benefits and geopolitical
impact. Conversely, the prevalent negative framing in India reflects a less successful cultivation
of a positive image, where concerns and skepticism overshadow positive narratives. This
divergence in news framing can be attributed to the distinct socio-cultural, political, and economic
contexts of Indonesia and India. This disparity in news framing and public perception underscores
the complex dynamics between China's soft power efforts and the reception of the BRI in different
countries. Additionally. perceptions of the BRI in both Indonesia and India are influenced by their
respective foreign policy considerations. While there are similarities in their cautious approaches,
the differences lie in the specific foreign policy priorities driving their perceptions.

Although the findings align with the hypothesis, they do not fully align with the
comprehensive theory of soft power. While the transfer of domestic values and foreign policy
aspects is evident, the cultural dimension is lacking. Despite notable articles, the lack of supporting

sources makes it difficult to ascertain the role of cultural aspects in China's soft power influence
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in both countries, with only a total of six articles for Indonesia (4) and India (2). This raises an
important question regarding the extent to which the BRI can be considered a complete
manifestation of soft power. The findings indicate that the BRI's influence primarily derives from
its economic attractiveness, while the cultural aspects associated with the initiative are scarcely
mentioned. As a result, there is a need to reassess the inclusion of culture as a significant

component of the BRI's manifestation of soft power.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis highlights the differences in news framing between Indonesia and India.
While Indonesia portrays a more positive perception of the BRI, India's framing leans
predominantly negative. These findings indicate that China's soft power influence manifests
differently in each country. Despite the lack of evidence of cultural factors, the findings align with
the soft power theory, as it encompasses the strategic shaping of narratives and perceptions, which
is evident in the contrasting framing of the BRI. The trends observed in the framing of the BRI in
Indonesia and India highlight some key aspects. While India's framing emphasizes geopolitical
considerations and concerns about accountability, the economic appeal of the BRI is still present.
Indonesia’s data predominantly highlights the economic benefits of the initiative, indicating its
positive reception in terms of economic cooperation and development. This analysis highlights the
significance of contextual factors when analyzing the manifestations of soft power in news
framing. The contrasting results underscore the role of economic and geopolitical interests,
historical context, and perceptions of China's motives in shaping these framing differences. By
considering these contextual factors, a more comprehensive understanding of how soft power
operates in different countries can be achieved.

Furthermore, it is important to acknowledge potential limitations in this study. The
conflicts between Indonesia and China in the South China Sea and between India and China in the
Himalayan region have distinct characteristics and scales, which may have influenced the results.
Indonesia’s conflict with China has been less intense, centred around territorial claims within its
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) (Darmayadi & Purnamasari, 2022). On the other hand, India’s
conflicts with China in the Himalayas have witnessed significant escalations and geopolitical
implications (Malhotra, 2013). The past conflicts may have contributed to India’s increased tension

and caution towards China. However, it is important to note that despite these limitations, the
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overall criticism is minor, and addressing their influence allows for a more comprehensive
understanding of the dynamics between the countries.

While the framing of the BRI provides insights into the influence of soft power, it is just
one aspect of China's broader soft power strategy. Soft power involves a wide range of cultural,
economic, and diplomatic tools that extend beyond specific initiatives like the BRI. Therefore, a
comprehensive understanding of China's soft power influence would require studying multiple
dimensions and initiatives. Another limitation is source selection. Newspaper articles might not
have shown the complete picture of how China’s soft power influence abroad in Indonesia and
India. Therefore, conducting a more extensive, large-scale study involving a broader range of
sources would enhance the generalizability of the findings and provide a more comprehensive
understanding of China's soft power influence. This would allow for a more robust analysis and a
deeper exploration of the complex dynamics between soft power, foreign policy considerations,

and the framing of China's initiatives.

24



Bibliography

References

Ali, M., Faqir, K., Haider, B., Shahzad, K., & Nosheen, N. (2022). Belt and Road Environmental
Implications  for  South  Asia. Frontiers in  Public  Health, 10.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.876606

Andornino, G. B. (2017). The Belt and Road Initiative in China’s Emerging Grand Strategy of
Connective Leadership. China &  World Economy, 25(5), 4-22.
https://doi.org/10.1111/cwe.12211

Arugay, A. A. (2017). Regional Perspectives on China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Challenges and
Opportunities for the Asia-Pacific. Asian Politics & Policy, 9(4), 646-686.
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12346

Bhuyan, M. P. (2018, June 10). At SCO Summit, India Opposes China’s Belt and Road Initiative.
The Wire. https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-sco-summit-india-opposes-chinas-belt-and-
road-initiative

Boon, H. T. (2016). Hardening the Hard, Softening the Soft: Assertiveness and China’s Regional
Strategy. Journal of Strategic Studies, 40(5), 639-662.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2016.1221820

Brautigam, D. (2019). A critical look at Chinese “debt-trap diplomacy”: the rise of a meme. Area
Development and Policy, 5(1), 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/23792949.2019.1689828

Breslin, S. (2011). The Soft  Notion of  China’s “Soft ~ Power.”
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Asia/0211pp_breslin.p
df

Chai, W., & Chai, M. (2013). The Meaning of Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream. American Journal of
Chinese Studies, 20(2), 95-97.

Chen, Z., & Li, X. (2021). Economic impact of transportation infrastructure investment under the
Belt and Road Initiative.  Asia  Europe  Journal, 19, 131-159.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10308-021-00617-3

25


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.876606
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.876606
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.876606
https://doi.org/10.1111/cwe.12211
https://doi.org/10.1111/cwe.12211
https://doi.org/10.1111/cwe.12211
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12346
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12346
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12346
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-sco-summit-india-opposes-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-sco-summit-india-opposes-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-sco-summit-india-opposes-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2016.1221820
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2016.1221820
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2016.1221820
https://doi.org/10.1080/23792949.2019.1689828
https://doi.org/10.1080/23792949.2019.1689828
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Asia/0211pp_breslin.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Asia/0211pp_breslin.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Asia/0211pp_breslin.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Asia/0211pp_breslin.pdf

Chiu, E. (2022). Environmental Implications of the Belt and Road Initiative: Geopolitics and
Climate Change. The Yale Review of International Studies.
http://yris.yira.org/comments/5879

Courmont, B. (2013). What Implications for Chinese Soft Power: Charm Offensive or New
Hegemony? Pacific Focus, 28(3), 343-364. https://doi.org/10.1111/pafo.12014

D’Hooghe, 1. (2015). China’s public diplomacy, 1991-2013. Brill Nijhoff.

Damuri, Y. R., Perkasa, V., Atje, R., & Hirawan, F. (2019). Perceptions and Readiness of
Indonesia Towards the Belt and Road Initiative: Understanding Local Perspectives,
Capacity, and Governance. Centre for Strategic and International Studies.

Darmayadi, A., & Purnamasari, E. N. (2022). The Indonesia — China Relations in the Natuna Sea
Dispute Resolution: Struggle for Sovereignty. Journal of Eastern European and Central
Asian Research (JEECAR), 9(1), 41-48. https://doi.org/10.15549/jeecar.v9i1.870

Devonshire-Ellis, C. (2019, June 20). Belt & Road Initiative: India. Silk Road Briefing.
https://www_.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2019/06/20/belt-road-initiative-india/

Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm. Journal of
Communication, 43(4), 51-58.

Hall, T. H., & Krolikowski, A. (2022). Making Sense of China’s Belt and Road Initiative: A
Review Essay. International Studies Review, 24(3). https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viac023

Halperin, S., & Heath, O. (2020). Political Research: Methods and Practical Skills. Oxford Univ
Press.

Jerabek, M. (2022). Democracy and Human Rights in the Context of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Springer EBooks, 345-359. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-16659-4 24

Kim, T. H. (2019). China’s Sharp Power and South Korea’s Peace Initiative. Korea Economic
Institute of America. https://keia.org/publication/chinas-sharp-power-and-south-koreas-
peace-initiative/

Kurlantzick, J. (2007). Charm Offensive : How China’s Soft Power Is Transforming the World. In
EBSCOhost. Yale University Press.

Lalisang, A. E. Y., & Candra, D. S. (2020). -4 match made at sea? Indonesia’s Global Maritime
Fulcrum & China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

26


http://yris.yira.org/comments/5879
http://yris.yira.org/comments/5879
http://yris.yira.org/comments/5879
https://doi.org/10.1111/pafo.12014
https://doi.org/10.1111/pafo.12014
https://doi.org/10.15549/jeecar.v9i1.870
https://doi.org/10.15549/jeecar.v9i1.870
https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2019/06/20/belt-road-initiative-india/
https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2019/06/20/belt-road-initiative-india/
https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2019/06/20/belt-road-initiative-india/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-16659-4_24
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-16659-4_24
https://keia.org/publication/chinas-sharp-power-and-south-koreas-peace-initiative/
https://keia.org/publication/chinas-sharp-power-and-south-koreas-peace-initiative/
https://keia.org/publication/chinas-sharp-power-and-south-koreas-peace-initiative/

Lechner, A. M., Chan, F. K. S., & Campos-Arceiz, A. (2018). Biodiversity conservation should
be a core value of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Nature Ecology & Evolution, 2(3),
408-409. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0452-8

Liang, W. (2012). China’s Soft Power in Africa: Is Economic Power Sufficient? Asian Perspective,
36(4), 667-692.

Malhotra, G. (2013). South China Sea Dispute and India’s Concerns. The Indian Journal of
Political Science, 74(1), 173-178.

Nye, J. S. (2004). Soft Power : the Means To Success In World Politics. PublicAffairs.

Paradise, J. F. (2009). China and International Harmony: The Role of Confucius Institutes in
Bolstering ~ Beijing’s  Soft  Power.  Asian  Survey, 49(4), 647-669.
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2009.49.4.647

Rabinovitch, S. (2008). The Rise of an Image-Conscious China. Debating China’s Future, 4(3),
33-47. https://lwww.files.ethz.ch/isn/91275/Full%20l1ssue.pdf

Rahman, S. (2019). Contemporary Chinese Political Economy and Strategic Relations. An
International Journal, 5(1), 301-331.

Reeves, J. (2018). Imperialism and the Middle Kingdom: the Xi Jinping administration’s
peripheral diplomacy with developing states. Third World Quarterly, 39(5), 976-998.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1447376

Reuters Institute. (2022). Digital News Report 2021. In Reuters Institute for the Study of
Journalism. University of Oxford. https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/digital-news-
report/2021#:~:text=This%20year

Sachdeva, G. (2018). Indian Perceptions of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. International
Studies, 55(4), 285-296. https://doi.org/10.1177/0020881718807359

Sharma, M. (2019). India’s Approach to China’s Belt and Road Initiative—Opportunities and
Concerns. The Chinese Journal of Global Governance, 5(2), 136-152.
https://doi.org/10.1163/23525207-12340041

Silvius, R. (2020). China’s Belt and Road Initiative as Nascent World Order Structure and
Concept? Between Sino-Centering and Sino-Deflecting. Journal of Contemporary China,
1-16. https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2020.1790905

Sukma, R. (2009). Indonesia’s response to the rise of China: Growing Comfort amid Uncertainties.

Contemporary Southeast Asian Studies, 16, 35-45.

27


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0452-8
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0452-8
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2009.49.4.647
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2009.49.4.647
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2009.49.4.647
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1447376
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1447376
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1447376
https://doi.org/10.1177/0020881718807359
https://doi.org/10.1177/0020881718807359
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2020.1790905
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2020.1790905

Turcsanyi, R., & Kachlikova, E. (2020). The BRI and China’s Soft Power in Europe: Why Chinese
Narratives (Initially) Won. Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 49(1), 58-81.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1868102620963134

Voon, J. P., & Xu, X. (2019). Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on China’s soft power:
preliminary evidence. Asia-Pacific Journal of Accounting & Economics, 27(1), 120-131.
https://doi.org/10.1080/16081625.2020.168684 1

Walker, C., & Ludwig, J. (2017). Rising Authoritarian Influence. https://www.ned.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/Sharp-Power-Rising-Authoritarian-Influence-Full-Report.pdf

Wang, X., Shoemaker, P. J., Han, G., & Storm, E. J. (2008). Images of nations in the eyes of
American educational elites. American Journal of Media Psychology, 1(1/2), 36-60.).

Wang, C. N., & Ziying, S. (2023). Green Finance trends in China (1): China’s Green Finance
Policy Landscape — Green Finance & Development Center. Green Finance &
Development Centre; Fanhai International School of Finance (FISF), Fudan University,
Shanghai, China.  https://greenfdc.org/green-finance-trends-in-china-1-chinas-green-
finance-policy-landscape/

Wang, H., Han, Y., Fidrmuc, J., & Wei, D. (2021). Confucius Institute, Belt and Road Initiative,
and Internationalization. International Review of Economics & Finance, 71, 237-256.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iref.2020.09.011

Wang, Y. (2016). Oftfensive for defensive: the belt and road initiative and China’s new grand
strategy. The Pacific Review, 29(3), 455-463.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2016.1154690

Wuttke, J. (2017). The Dark Side of China’s Economic Rise. Global Policy, 8, 62-70.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.12439

Yee, W. Y. (2023). Ten Years On, How is the Belt and Road Initiative Faring in Indonesia? The
Jamestown Foundation, 23(4). https://jamestown.org/program/ten-years-on-how-is-the-
belt-and-road-initiative-faring-in-indonesia/

Yoshimatsu, H. (2022). Indonesia’s response to the Belt and Road Initiative and the Indo-Pacific:
A pivotal state’s hedging strategy. Asian Politics & Policy, 14(2).
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12629

28


https://doi.org/10.1177/1868102620963134
https://doi.org/10.1177/1868102620963134
https://doi.org/10.1177/1868102620963134
https://www.ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Sharp-Power-Rising-Authoritarian-Influence-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Sharp-Power-Rising-Authoritarian-Influence-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Sharp-Power-Rising-Authoritarian-Influence-Full-Report.pdf
https://greenfdc.org/green-finance-trends-in-china-1-chinas-green-finance-policy-landscape/
https://greenfdc.org/green-finance-trends-in-china-1-chinas-green-finance-policy-landscape/
https://greenfdc.org/green-finance-trends-in-china-1-chinas-green-finance-policy-landscape/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iref.2020.09.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iref.2020.09.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iref.2020.09.011
https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2016.1154690
https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2016.1154690
https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2016.1154690
https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.12439
https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.12439
https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.12439
https://jamestown.org/program/ten-years-on-how-is-the-belt-and-road-initiative-faring-in-indonesia/
https://jamestown.org/program/ten-years-on-how-is-the-belt-and-road-initiative-faring-in-indonesia/
https://jamestown.org/program/ten-years-on-how-is-the-belt-and-road-initiative-faring-in-indonesia/
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12629
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12629
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12629

Zhang, L. (2010). The Rise of China: media perception and implications for international politics.
Journal of Contemporary China, 19(64), 233-254.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670560903444199

Zhao, M. (2015). “March Westwards” and a New Look on China’s Grand Strategy. Mediterranean
Quarterly, 26(1), 97-116. https://doi.org/10.1215/10474552-2872999

News articles from the results section

Bhargava, V. (2018, September 4). As BRI rolls ahead, China’s legacy will be high-speed rail.
The Jakarta Post. https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2018/09/04/as-bri-rolls-
ahead-chinas-legacy-will-be-high-speed-
rail.htmI?fb_comment_id=2049802485099670 2121683321244919

Chaudhury, D. R. (2019, April 23). China may agree on sustainable financial aid for Belt & Road
Initiative projects. The Economic Times.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/china-may-agree-on-sustainable-
financial-aid-for-belt-road-initiative-projects/articleshow/69000716.cms

Chellaney, B. (2018, October 28). Belt and roadblocks: India’s stance vindicated as China’s
grandiose BRI  plans run into resistance. The Times of India.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/belt-and-roadblocks-indias-
stance-vindicated-as-chinas-grandiose-bri-plans-run-into-resistance/

CNN Indonesia. (2018, September 2). Kebijakan Belt and Road China Sebabkan Utang Besar.
Ekonomi. https://www.cnnindonesia.com/ekonomi/20180902164934-92-
326974/kebijakan-belt-and-road-china-sebabkan-utang-besar/

Dian, H. (2017, June 6). Film-film mandarin mulai syuting di Indonesia. Antara News.
https://www.antaranews.com/berita/633485/film-film-mandarin-mulai-syuting-di-
indonesia

Eurasian Times. (2018, December 6). Indian Forward Policy Towards Central Asia and Middle
East Miles Ahead of Chinese BRI Corridor. Eurasian ~ Times.
https://eurasiantimes.com/indian-forward-policy-towards-central-asia-and-middle-east-

miles-ahead-of-chinese-bri-corridor/

29


https://doi.org/10.1080/10670560903444199
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670560903444199
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670560903444199
https://doi.org/10.1215/10474552-2872999
https://doi.org/10.1215/10474552-2872999

Galih, B. (2017, May 14). Pembukaan Belt and Road Forum, Jokowi Disambut Presiden Xi
Jinping. KOMPAS.com.
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2017/05/14/13021411/pembukaan.belt.and.road.forum.
jokowi.disambut.presiden.xi.jinping

Ganguly, S. (2017, May 24). CPEC is a sea change: It transforms the matrix of opportunities and
threats in India’s neighbourhood. The Times of India.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/all-that-is-solid-melts/cpec-is-a-sea-change-it-
transforms-the-matrix-of-opportunities-and-threats-in-indias-
neighbourhood/?source=app&frmapp=yes

Krishnan, A. (2018, April 28). With Afghanistan project, India and China look to move beyond
OBOR differences. India Today. https://www.indiatoday.in/modi-in-wuhan/story/with-
afghanistan-project-india-and-china-look-to-move-beyond-obor-differences-1222454-
2018-04-28

Mueller, L. M. (2019, June 20). ASEAN connectivity could be blueprint for world. The Jakarta
Post. https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2019/06/20/asean-connectivity-could-be-
blueprint-for-world.html

Pasricha, A. (2017, May 16). India Skips China Belt and Road Summit Amid Concerns. VOA.
https://www.google.com/url?g=https://www.voanews.com/a/india-skips-china-belt-and-
road-
summit/3852687.html&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1685046846294464&usg=A0OvVaw0-
dLsl1fFoCwLmPgl16WXaA

Qian, X. (2019, April 5). Belt and Road benefits Indonesia, the world. The Jakarta Post.
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2019/04/05/belt-and-road-benefits-indonesia-
the-world.html

Sun, X. M. (2018, December 22). Sino-Indonesian exchange at new levels. The Jakarta Post.
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2018/12/22/sino-indonesian-exchange-at-new-
levels.html

Suropati, U. (2018, October 8). “Belt and Road Initiative”: An opportunity or threat. The Jakarta
Post.  https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2018/10/08/belt-and-road-initiative-an-
opportunity-or-threat.html

30



The Economic Times. (2018, March 14). China’s new super weapon against India: Neighbourhood
debt traps. The Economic Times.
https://www.google.com/url?g=https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/chin
as-new-super-weapon-against-india-neighbourhood-debt-
traps/articleshow/63296724.cms&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1685043009259639&usg=A
OvVawlhC_v5Ed_7RWTngWLajYZy

The Indian Express. (2017, February 1). Indian character in Jackie Chan movie used for pro-
China  “propaganda.” Hindustan Times. https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-
news/indian-character-in-jackie-chan-movie-used-for-pro-china-propaganda/story-
FRI027f80j3VSbBYWOeE3K.html

The Indian Express. (2018, September 13). Chinese consul general in Kolkata: Zhanwu teases
China-Kolkata bullet train, stresses BRI benefits. The Indian Express.
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/chinese-consul-general-in-kolkata-
zhanwu-teases-china-kolkata-bullet-train-stresses-bri-benefits-5353557/

Xillian, H. (2019, January 31). China and ASEAN doing well on economic, trade cooperation. The
Jakarta Post. https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2019/01/31/china-and-asean-

doing-well-on-economic-trade-cooperation.html

31



	Introduction
	Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
	The Belt and Road Initiative
	China’s soft power influence
	The BRI as a manifestation of China’s soft power

	Foreign Policy Considerations
	Indonesia
	India

	Research
	Data Selection
	Method of analysis
	Case selection
	Tone

	Results and Analysis
	Indonesia
	India

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Bibliography
	References
	News articles from the results section


