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1. Introduction and Research Question

In March 2014, the Sunflower student movement, which aimed to protest the Chinese
Nationalist Party (KMT) government, emerged due to a pending free trade agreement with the
People’s Republic of China (henceforth referred to as China) (He 2019, 2). As it became more
evident that young Taiwanese were pursuing a more advanced democracy, these protests
influenced the 2016 election results, ultimately benefiting the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
and leading to the victory of Tsai Ing-Wen (He 2019, 180). Tsai Ing-Wen achieved back-to-back

victories in the 2016 and 2020 elections, leading to an 8-year term in office.

DPP candidates have won five elections since the first direct election in Taiwan, formally
known as the Republic of China (ROC), while KMT candidates have won only three. While the
DPP traditionally defines itself as democratic and actively promotes Taiwanese identity, the KMT
defines itself as nationalist and promotes Chinese identity (Fell 2006, 110). Tsai’s victory is also
symbolic because she is the first female president in Taiwanese history, and Tsai comes from
Hakka and aboriginal ethnic backgrounds (Sullivan & Lee 2018, 1). The DPP also aligns closely

with the USA, while the KMT seeks opportunities to improve relations with China.

Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit from 2 to 3 August 2022 while serving as the U.S. House of
Representatives speaker strained cross-strait relations. Pelosi announced her Asia Tour on 31 July
2022, with the initial schedule including stops in Japan, Malaysia, South Korea, and Singapore
(Pelosi, 2022). Despite various speculations, even on 2 August 2022, it remained to be seen whether
Pelosi scheduled a visit to Taiwan and whether it would occur. Following their departure from
Malaysia, Pelosi's delegation reached Taipei, Taiwan, at 10:43 p.m. on the evening of 2 August.
Such a high-level visit from the USA to Taiwan had not occurred since April 1997 (Newt Gingrich);
that was one year after the first direct presidential elections in Taiwan, which was on 23 March
1996, and a few months before the handover of Hong Kong to China on 1 July 1997 (Gallo, 2022).
Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit is crucial for the current status quo and future relations between
Taiwan, China, and the USA.

Unlike the political parties’ view, the Taiwanese media may have reflected this visit
differently. | aim to analyze how Chinese and Taiwanese nationalist media in Taiwan evaluated

this trip through a discourse analysis between pan-blue and pan-green media newspapers and find



answers to my research question which is: How do the United Daily News and Liberty Times
evaluate Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan Visit on 2-3 August 2022, and how do the portrayals of these two

media outlets align with political parties' stance against this visit?

This study delves into the discourse surrounding Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit, examining
media representations. The media is pivotal in shaping public opinion, especially concerning
sensitive political events. Understanding how Taiwanese media portray this visit is crucial to

comprehending its implications for Taiwan politics and cross-strait relations.

To address my research question comprehensively, | have organized my thesis in the
following manner: Initially, the literature review offers essential contextual information on the
different topics. This encompasses background details about cross-strait relations, Taiwanese
identity, the current status quo, domestic political events, the USA-Taiwan relations, high-level
visits, and an academic literature review focusing on framing, discourse, and discourse analysis.
Subsequently, the methodology section outlines the reasons behind opting for a discourse analysis
methodology and delineates the data collection and analysis process. It begins by defining a time
frame and delves into the data collection process. Following the methodology, the core of my thesis

involves discourse analysis. In this section, I will analyze the collected data and later compare them.

| will examine the following newspapers: United Daily News (¥4 #%) (known as pro-KMT) and

Liberty Times (H HiFf#R) (known as pro-DPP). Before concluding, 1 will discuss my findings that
Taiwanese media outlets presented starkly contrasting portrayals of Pelosi's visit, influenced by
their political affiliations. The comparative analysis showed that while both media reported on
Pelosi's visit, their interpretations and emphasis varied significantly, with UDN focusing on
adverse outcomes and LTN on positive impacts. This variance underscores the media's role in
shaping public discourse and maintaining entrenched political perspectives rather than providing

objective news. Ultimately, | will reflect on the results of my work at the conclusion of my thesis.



2. Contextualizing Cross-Strait Relations, Taiwanese
Identity, and Media Representation

This section offers a comprehensive review of the existing literature, highlighting its immediate
relevance. It provides a crucial context for understanding the complex dynamics of cross-strait
relations, the evolution of Taiwanese identity, and the role of media in shaping political events and
public perception in Taiwan. By examining historical, political, and cultural factors, this literature
review aims to elucidate the multifaceted interactions that have shaped Taiwan's identity and its

polarized political environment.

2.1. Cross-Strait Relations and Taiwanese Identity

Understanding the historical context of cross-strait relations and the evolution of
Taiwanese identity is essential for analyzing contemporary media representations and political
discourse, which are central to this thesis. This section delves into the interaction between cross-
strait relations and Taiwanese identity, exploring how historical, political, and cultural factors have
shaped Taiwan's evolving identity. I aim to shed light on the multifaceted dynamics contributing
to Taiwan's politically polarized environment and its impact on media narratives by examining

these events.

The relationship between Taiwan and China dates back to the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
The Qing Empire officially declared Taiwan as a province of the empire in 1885. However, ten
years later, in 1895, the Qing Dynasties handed over the island’s administration to Japan. Following
the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty by Chinese nationalists in 1911, the KMT established the
Republic of China. Japan handed over Taiwan’s administration to the Republic of China at the end
of World War 11 (Morris 2004, 4). Just two years later, anti-government protests on 28 February
1947 escalated into a massacre by the KMT government. At the end of the civil war between the
KMT (Chinese Nationalist Party) and the CCP (Chinese Communist Party), which emerged
following the collapse of the Qing Dynasty, the KMT lost power, and the CCP established the
People's Republic of China (PRC) in 1949. The KMT government relocated to Taiwan in 1949,
leading to a political and ideological separation between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. Taiwan
faced numerous economic challenges post-World War Il due to this separation in Cross-Strait

relations. China utilized economic influence to strengthen connections with Taiwan and create



economic interdependencies (Wang 2022, 232). The economic dynamics between Taiwan and

China have since played a crucial role in shaping the island's politics and distinct identity.

The Japanese colonial period paved the way for the emergence of a unique Taiwanese
identity separate from mainland China (Stockton 2002, 165). Taiwanese aboriginal activists formed
the Alliance of Taiwan Aborigines (ATA) in December 1984. ATA is the beginning of Taiwan’s
Aboriginal People’s political movement. Aboriginal people distinguish themselves from Chinese
immigrants and see themselves as the owner of Taiwan (Stainton 2015, 38). The KMT
government's repressive rule accelerated the rise of Taiwan’s opposition. Because of this dispute,
the Taiwanese and Chinese public started to form separate identities. The significance of this
discourse lies not only in its representation of indigenous perspectives but also in its embodiment
of Taiwanese nationalist ideology. As robust Taiwanese nationalism emerged, concepts
surrounding forming a new, multicultural Taiwanese ethnic identity began to sprout (Stainton 2015,
41).

The organization of democracy activists formed the DPP in 1986. The end of martial law
in 1987 accelerated the democratization movements. Therefore, the democratic transition in
Taiwan allowed for the expression of a distinct Taiwanese identity. Starting in 1987, during the
presidency of Chiang Ching-Kuo (1978-1988), Taiwan permitted family visits to China. It was the
first formal exchange between Taiwan and China after a period of no official relations or
interactions. During Lee Teng-Hui’s presidency (1988-2000), Taiwan established the Straits
Exchange Foundation (SEF) on 9 March 1991, tasked with managing all exchanges with mainland
China. In response, China established a counterpart organization, the Association for Relations
Across the Taiwan Straits (ARATYS).

Taiwan held its first direct election for the Legislative Yuan on 19 December 1992
(Copper 1992, 71). With its first fiercely competitive direct presidential election on 23 March 1996,
Taiwan established a solid democracy within its borders, demonstrating a domestically developed
democratic system (Bellows 1996, 235). Kuomintang candidates Lee Teng-Hui and Lien Chanwon
the election, and Lee Teng-Hui became Taiwan's first directly elected president. President Lee's
promotion of a “new Taiwanese identity”” in 1998 aimed to unite ethnically divided people on the
island (Stockton 2002, 174).



The KMT's rule on the island lasted more than half a century. The KMT governed the
island by martial law for 40 years. The DPP came to power democratically and Chen Shui-Bian
(2000-2008), the openly pro-independence DPP candidate, became president in 2000. In 14 years,
Taiwan transformed from an autocratic regime into a rambunctious democracy, and in 2000, the

first peaceful transfer of power in the millennia took place (Gupta 2015, 1).

During Ma Ying-Jeou's (KMT) administration (2008-2016), cross-strait relations were
relatively quiet compared to prior president Chen Shui-bian’s administration. This resulted from
President Ma Ying-Jeou's mainland policy of adopting “engagement” rather than “confrontation”
with mainland China. However, under Tsai Ing-Wen's leadership (2016-2024), the DPP has
adopted a cautious stance, refusing to accept Ma's mainland policies as a precondition for further
negotiations with mainland China (Jiang 2017, 19).

The pivotal fifty-year period of Taiwan's detachment from the mainland encouraged
Taiwanese nationalists to redefine the island's history. The Ministry of Education integrated the
perspective of Taiwanese nationalism into a fresh set of textbooks. KMT supporters have
vehemently opposed this novel approach to history. Those advocating for Taiwan's independence

argue that the island has always had a history separate from the mainland (Perdue 2009, 101).

National identity in Taiwan is a nuanced concept encompassing a sense of belonging to a
distinct community and a political allegiance. Traditional measures of national identity, such as the
dichotomy of Chinese/Taiwanese identity or the spectrum of unification/independence preferences,
provide valuable insights into the collective consciousness of the Taiwanese people (Taiwan Public
Opinion Foundation 2023). However, they fail to fully capture the intricate nuances of political
identity on the island (Jiang 2017, 37). With the changing political atmosphere, the subject of
Taiwanese identity has become prominent since 2000. An increasing population segment expresses
a Taiwanese identity rather than identifying as Chinese (Taiwan Public Opinion Foundation 2023).
Although Taiwanese society exhibits diversity in Chinese or Taiwanese identity and differing
views on political futures, the majority prioritizes some form of the status quo (Hsiao 2021, 3). The
interplay between domestic political factors and external pressures from China adds complexity to

cross-strait relations and further impacts Taiwan's evolving identity.



2.2. Media Representation and Political Events

Building upon the primary understanding presented in the previous section, | will
continue to explore the role of media and its representation in Taiwan. Analyzing cross-strait
relations and the development of Taiwanese identity illuminates the media's impact on political
discussions in Taiwan. | aim to cover a basic understanding of the evolution of media in Taiwan
that influences public discourse and political attitudes. Understanding how media representations
navigate and contribute to these narratives is essential for comprehending Taiwan's broader
sociopolitical landscape.

Taiwanese media faced many difficulties due to martial law until 1987. With the lifting
of martial law, there was significant growth in the media environment, such as an increase in the
number of newspapers and radio stations. However, some media channels are biased and shape the
news according to their political leaning (Rawnsley & Rawnsley 2012, 397). While newspapers
affiliated with the KMT, such as United Daily News and China Times, hold significant influence,
the growing sense of Taiwanese identity has contributed to the popularity of media outlets like
Liberty Times, which aligns with the DPP (Rawnsley & Rawnsley 2012, 397). Overall, the media

in Taiwan reflects the country's diverse political landscape and evolving social dynamics.

United Daily and Liberty Times both started their editorial life in 2000. According to the
description of United Daily, its vision and objective are to provide professional and original
editorial contents to Chinese readers around the world. It has various news providers to enhance
the scope of its content as well as some magazine publishers. It defines itself as Taiwan’s the most
professional digital media news page (udn.com). As it is evident, United Daily aligns itself with

the Chinese identity by targeting all Chinese readers worldwide.

According to the description of Liberty Times, it upholds the concept of “Taiwan First,
Freedom First” and aims to ensure timely and accurate news coverage domestically and
internationally in the spirit of being rooted in Taiwan and caring for the world. Liberty Times
believes that citizens can rapidly grasp the pulse of the news in this way. It provides a free e-
newsletter with extensive news coverage, including first-hand reporting about the most recent

events worldwide with audio, video, and image content. It also announces its aim as connecting



younger generations (ltn.com.tw). Liberty Times align itself with the Taiwanese identity by

stressing Taiwan first.

Chen Shui-bian, elected president in 2000, aimed to separate political institutions from
the media to foster greater independence and impartiality in the media. For this, the government
had to divest its shares in the media industry and restrain the governmental entities’ impact in the
media (Rawnsley & Rawnsley 2012, 408). Lawmakers passed legislation in 2003 formalizing the
withdrawal of political parties, the state, and the military from direct ownership stakes in the media
(Rawnsley et al. 2016, 70). While Taiwan reduced state influence in the media, people worried
about the potential new owners who may have ties to the PRC or political parties to influence

editorial content.

Media reporting influences public opinion and the media has a watchdog role. A prime
example that highlights the watchdog role of the media in the democratic process is the media
criticism of President Ma Ying-Jeou and his administration during the Typhoon Morakot incident
in 2009, which led to the resignation of the prime minister (Rawnsley & Rawnsley 2012, 411).
Although traditional media has a significant impact on shaping politics, the Sunflower Movement
in 2014 also demonstrated the influence of social media. Students occupied the Legislature to
prevent ratification of the Cross-Strait Trade Agreement. Instead of relying on traditional media
channels to make their voices heard, they broadcast live on social media 24 hours a day (Rawnsley
et al. 2016, 73). As Taiwan advances its democracy, the relationship between media and politics

and their impact on each other also evolves.

2.3. U.S.-Taiwan Relations and High-Level Visits

In this section, | focus specifically on the relationship between the United States and
Taiwan, specifically in high-level visits. | intend to explain the strategic importance of Pelosi's visit
to Taiwan by tracing the historical trajectory of U.S.-Taiwan relations, as well as the high-level

Vvisits.

The USA and Taiwan maintain unofficial ties despite the lack of official diplomatic
recognition due to the One China Policy. This lack of formal recognition resulted from the United
States normalizing diplomatic relations with the PRC in 1979. In response, the U.S. Congress
enacted the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) in January 1979, which allowed the United States to



maintain trade, cultural, and other connections with Taiwan, and permitted providing Taiwan with
defensive weapons and ensuring that the United States could protect Taiwan from any threats or
coercion (Glaser et al. 2020, 5). The TRA is a vital component of the U.S. policy towards Taiwan

and is the primary guiding legislation for this relationship (Taiwan Relations Act, 1979).

In May 1994, the Clinton Administration permitted a Taiwanese president to transit
through the United States for the first time. President Lee Teng-Hui stopped to refuel his plane in
Hawaii, but he did not spend the night. President Lee visited Cornell University in June 1995 and
addressed his fellow alumni (Lawrence, 2024). The Clinton Administration's decision marked a

significant development in U.S.-Taiwan relations.

In 1997, House Speaker Newt Gingrich visited China and stated that the USA would
intervene militarily if the PRC attacked Taiwan (Faison 1997). His visit to Taipei in April 1997
and his words surprised Taiwanese people, especially those who supported pro-independence. He
said, “We will help you economically and ensure China does not use force against you.
Nevertheless, it is important to find peaceful ways to live alongside them. If China attacks you
unjustly, we will step in to protect you. However, if you provoke them, like declaring independence,
you will be left to handle it alone” (Neighbors 2013, 153). Newt Gingrich's statements emphasized
the delicate balance of the USA in the region.

Tsai Ing-Wen called Donald Trump on 2 December 2016 to congratulate him on his
election victory. In return, Trump congratulated Tsai on her electoral success earlier that year. This
phone call is an essential event in Taiwan relations because it was the first time a U.S. president or
president-elect had directly communicated with the Republic of China (ROC) president since 1979
(Cole, 2016). During their conversation, which lasted over ten minutes, they discussed economic
and security topics. This phone call was surprising because it was unusual for a Taiwanese leader
to communicate directly with the incoming president of the USA. In an interview before his
inauguration, Trump added to the uncertainty by mentioning that all aspects of the U.S.-China
relations, including the One China policy, were open to negotiation. Additionally, Tsai extended

her congratulations to Trump via Twitter after his inauguration (Lee 2017, 26).

In 2018, the Congress passed the Taiwan Travel Act. The act states that it ought to be the
U.S. policy to “permit high-level officials of Taiwan to enter the United States and to hold meetings

with officials of the United States,” including officials from the Departments of State and Defense
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(Taiwan Travel Act, 2018). This legislative initiative aimed to bolster ties and promote dialogue

between the two sides.

While Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan was uncertain, Newt Gingrich commented on Nancy
Pelosi's Taiwan visit on 25 July, stating that China's threats were largely unfounded and amounted
to bluffing (Fox News Staff, 2022). He emphasized the importance of Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit
to maintain American foreign policy principles and to support Taiwan (Gingrich, 2022) in an article
published on his website on 27 July. He also stressed the need for Pelosi to assert American strength
and resilience against Chinese pressure by commenting “Nancy Pelosi must go to Taiwan in
August”, suggesting that showing any sign of weakness would embolden the Chinese government
(Gingrich, 2022). Nancy Pelosi became the highest-ranking figure in U.S. politics to visit Taiwan
after Newt Gingrich (Timsit, 2022). During her visit, Pelosi emphasized advancing the common
interests’ significance in governance, economy, and security while enhancing ties between Taiwan
and the United States (Pelosi, 2022).

On 5 April 2023, Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-Wen met the U.S. House of Representatives
Kevin McCarthy and congressional leaders in California during her travel to the United States
(Gypson 2023). This engagement demonstrated the ongoing commitment of both sides to
strengthening bilateral ties and promoting mutual interests. In June 2023, the United States and
Taiwan signed the first agreement under the U.S.-Taiwan Initiative on 21st Century Trade (Trade
Representative Office, 2023). This agreement represents a significant step towards expanding
economic cooperation, enhancing mutual prosperity and strategic cooperation between the United

States and Taiwan.

2.4. Theoretical Framework: Framing and Discourse Analysis

In this section, | will investigate the theoretical framework of my methodology, focusing
mainly on framing and discourse analysis. Understanding these theoretical foundations is crucial
as they provide tools to critically examine how media shapes public perceptions and influences

political discourse.

Framing is the act of selecting certain features of a perceived reality and emphasizing them
in written or spoken communication. Goffman (1974) argued that when a particular event happens,

“schemata of interpretations”, referred to as “frames”, can serve as a mental framework for how



individuals position themselves, perceive, identify, and label it (Goffman 1974, 21). Frames
intentionally or unintentionally shape how the audience perceives certain aspects of information,
issues, or events by presenting them in a particular way and emphasizing some elements while
downplaying others. In this way, it highlights a specific definition of the problem for a particular
understanding of it, and interpretation of causes in a desired way (Entman 1993, 52). While framing
can assist individuals in processing and recognizing information, it can also contribute to bias

because people may adopt the existing framing to obscure the real meaning.

In news reporting, the media not only presents facts but also injects their viewpoints and
interpretations. It utilizes various frameworks to shape the messages it presents to the public. Gitlin
(1980) discusses framing as the intentional selection, emphasis, and exclusion of information. He
suggests that journalists use framing to quickly process large amounts of information and package
it for their audiences. This process involves rearranging facts to draw attention to specific aspects
of the truth rather than presenting the entire picture (Gitlin 1980, 7). Gitlin emphasizes that
journalists shape news reporting by collecting, selecting, emphasizing, and excluding information

to construct meaning.

Florian Schneider (2022) defines a frame as a set of interconnected concepts that guide
interpreting information. Framing involves employing such a set of references by incorporating
one or more concepts during communication. In everyday communication, we often use framing
to clarify our understanding of issues and how we wish others to perceive them (Schneider 2022,
80). Framing can occur through the use of language, images, metaphors, and other communication
devices, and it plays a crucial role in constructing meaning and influencing public opinion on
various topics. The fact that the same information can lead to different interpretations in different

frameworks highlights the subjective nature of perception and communication.

Framing and discourse are interconnected as both involve language and communication
devices to shape perceptions and construct meaning around issues or events. Different scholars
defined discourse in various ways. Deborah Schiffrin (1987) considered discourse in two main
ways. Firstly, discourse is a linguistic unit beyond the sentence level, encompassing larger
language units. Secondly, we understand discourse based on its narrative organization (ibid., 1-2).
According to Guy Cook (1989, 6), the latter type of language - language in use for communication-

is known as discourse, and the search for what gives discourse coherence is discourse analysis.
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French Sociologist Michel Foucault (1972) also used the term to explain how language mirrors and
shapes human knowledge. In Foucault's understanding, “discourse” refers to a group of rules

immanent in practice and defined in their specificity (ibid., 46).

According to Schneider (2022), while “discourse” commonly refers to spoken exchanges
or debates, its significance in the humanities and social sciences goes beyond mere conversation.
Discourse represents the statements made by society members about a particular subject, so it is a
flow of knowledge through time. This ongoing communication process establishes a consensus that
defines what is considered “normal” and ‘“acceptable”, termed the “hegemonic discourse”.
Statements challenging these accepted norms are part of the “counter-hegemonic discourse”.
Discourse captures a society's evolving understanding and shared assumptions as individuals
engage, contest, and contribute to collective knowledge (ibid., 107). Discourse encompasses both
spoken and written forms of communication. Diverse manifestations of discourse include but are

not limited to speeches, articles, news reports, and other modes of communicative expression.

Fairclough's idea of the “naturalization” of ideologies and ideological practices highlights
how media discourse can make certain ideologies seem like common sense or inherent truths,
potentially leading the public to accept them unquestionably. This suggests that ideologies can
become disconnected from their original social and interest-based origins, appearing to be common

sense rather than products of specific groups or interests (Fairclough 1995, 35).

The application of discourse analysis serves as a valuable tool in scrutinizing the intricate
ways in which language operates as a tool for communication, playing a pivotal role in shaping
and organizing perceptions. Within any discourse, the potential exists for implicit meanings,
capable of constructing, reinforcing, or even altering our understanding of reality. This method
allows for a nuanced exploration of how language functions as a dynamic force, influencing the
construction and evolution of perceptions within various contexts. In “Media Discourse”,
Fairclough described discourse analysis as “an attempt to show systematic links between texts,
discourse practices, and sociocultural practices” (Fairclough 1995, 17), while in “Critical Discourse
Analysis”, he explained that critical discourse analysis seeks to uncover and challenge naturalized
aspects of discourse, aiming to reveal the underlying social constructs and question their taken-for-
granted status (Fairclough 1995, 36).

11



According to Ruth Wodak, critical discourse analysis (CDA) focuses on studying real-life
communication in various settings like institutions, media, politics, etc., rather than analyzing
isolated sentences. CDA sees written and spoken communication as social activities influenced by
specific situations, institutions, and social structures. She believes that these contexts shape
discourse, and in turn, discourse shapes social and political reality. CDA examines how language
use reflects and influences the world around us (Wodak 2009, 8). Schneider’s definition of
discourse analysis fundamentally involves a meticulous examination of language to uncover how
linguistic choices influence meanings. In essence, discourse analysts concentrate on the specific
words or groups of words selected by communicators, the grammatical features employed, and the

rhetorical devices utilized when addressing particular subjects (Schneider 2022, 105).

3. Methodology

I will use the discourse analysis method as my primary instrument. | chose discourse
analysis to examine how news articles create meaning and influence perspectives through their
portrayals and discourses. | will discuss the narrative the Taiwanese media outlets crafted and the
language they use to convey their messages. | chose discourse analysis because of its
interdisciplinary nature. This flexibility allows for both inductive reasoning and a mix of
quantitative and qualitative analysis. Because of its multidisciplinary nature, it applies to various

forms of communication, particularly media content.

As Foucault said, “Discourse is the power which is to be seized.” (Foucault 1981, 53).
Newspapers can shape and direct people’s opinions by composing a discourse. | will focus on the
portrayal of Nancy Pelosi's visit by different Taiwanese newspapers. These newspapers are known
for their affiliations with the DPP and KMT. Thus, this process will reveal how the DPP-favored
and KMT-favored media outlets chose to present Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit on 2-3 August 2022.
The news sources | will use for my research are in Mandarin, as it is the official language of Taiwan.
Therefore, | will translate all the quotes from the news | will use in my thesis. This way, | will look
through the deep meanings embedded in the language itself. I must look at the original articles,
even if the translations are available. Otherwise, it will not be an analysis of the media outlets’
discourse but of the translators' (Schneider 2022, 114).

12



Because of the abundance of news about this topic, analyzing all articles in detail is
impossible, so | have to narrow my focus to a specific period. During my research, I will focus on
the “portrayal of Nancy Pelosi’s visit”, “perceptions of cross-strait relations”, and “this visit’s
effects on Taiwan”. | will examine how different media outlets discussed her motivations,
objectives, and role, as well as the implications of Nancy Pelosi’s visit for cross-strait relations,
which received significant attention during her visit. I will also assess how the outlets portray the

PRC’s and the public's reactions. | will identify what the newspapers emphasize.

During Pelosi’s visit, the KMT expressed caution and urged for pragmatic diplomacy.
Although it worried about any actions that could escalate tensions with China, it welcomed Pelosi
and accepted that it is an essential occasion for Taiwan. On the other hand, the DPP was less
concerned about China’s reaction and saw Pelosi’s presence as a sign of strong U.S. support for
Taiwan. The DPP viewed her visit as an opportunity to assert Taiwan’s distinct identity on the
international stage and focused on reinforcing Taiwan’s position as a democratic nation with its

own government and institutions.

Discourse analysis makes it possible to explore how ideologies and political relations
affect the creation of meaning in media representations. Through discourse analysis, | want to
reveal the underlying discursive strategies used by different newspapers to picture Pelosi's Taiwan
visit. To systematically analyze the materials, 1 employed a coding process involving identifying
and categorizing key themes and features within the texts. The analysis unit was individual
sentences and paragraphs within the news articles. | collected articles from UDN and LTN within
the specified timeframe (24 July to 7 August 2022). | filtered articles to include only those directly
related to Pelosi's visit. | used open coding to identify initial themes and patterns in the texts. This
involved reading the articles and noting recurring topics, phrases, and rhetorical strategies. Based

on the initial coding, | developed a set of coding categories.

These categories include how the news articles portrayed Pelosi -- positively, negatively,
or neutrally; the portrayal of Cross-Strait Relations, focusing on whether there is an emphasis on
tension, cooperation, or neutrality; the perceptions of the US involvement, categorizing whether
the articles seen it as supportive, critical, or indifferent; the implications for Taiwan, whether the
articles viewed it as having a positive, negative, or no impact; the language used in the content,

whether it is alarmist, optimistic, or neutral; and the political alignment expressed in the content,
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noting whether it leans towards the DPP and the KMT or maintains a neutral stance. These

categories form the basis for a thorough analysis of the coded data.

Possible biases and subjectivity exist within discourse analysis. | will present a critical
stance and investigate each newspaper's motivations for framing Pelosi's Taiwan visit. | am aware
of the limitations of this study, including the selection of newspapers and the scope of the analysis.
| aim to clarify the perspectives and discursive approaches Taiwanese newspapers use in their

coverage of Nancy Pelosi's visit by conducting this discourse analysis.

In conclusion, I will synthesize and consolidate the various findings from my analysis to
assess the extent of similarities or differences present in the news coverage. Additionally, I aim to
gain insight into how different media outlets interpreted Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit and portrayed
it in the context of Taiwan’s current situation. This comprehensive analysis will contribute to a

nuanced understanding of the media landscape in Taiwan.

3.1. Timeframe

I narrowed down the period to 24 July and 7 August 2022. As a point of departure, | chose
24 July as my starting point for data collection because it was one week before Nancy Pelosi's Asia
Tour started. From that date on, tensions between China, the USA, and Taiwan began to rise due
to speculations about Pelosi’s possible visit to Taiwan. | selected 7 August as the cut-off point
because this was the day the Chinese military exercise around Taiwan ended. | can focus my
analysis on the media's immediate response to Pelosi’s visit by restricting the observation period
to four days following the visit. | have noticed that with the end of China's military exercise around

Taiwan, there has been a decline in news on Pelosi’s visit.

I will gather materials in three distinct parts within the designated timeframe. The first
part will include news coverage from one week prior to the beginning of Nancy Pelosi's Asian tour
until the date that her visit to Taiwan was confirmed; this period spans 24 July to 1 August. During
this period, uncertainty prevailed regarding Pelosi's potential visit to Taiwan. The following part
will include the news coverage from when the Taiwanese authorities announced that Nancy Pelosi
was coming to Taiwan until she departed from Taiwan: 2-3 August. Finally, the third part will
focus on news coverage from Pelosi's departure from Taiwan to the end of the military exercise

conducted by the Chinese army around Taiwan: 4-7 August. | aim to compare different media
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outlets’ attitudes concerning Pelosi’s visit and delve into their nuanced perspectives articulated

throughout this timeline.

3.2. Materials - Data Collection

I will examine newspaper articles from distinct Taiwanese newspapers. In order to
compare different media outlets' attitudes to Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit, I chose United Daily
News and Liberty Times. United Daily News and Liberty Times exhibit significant biases favoring
the KMT and DPP, respectively. It is important to note that they are distinct entities from the actual
political parties. | used the word Pelosi (357% 1) as my search word. | scanned articles through
search engines on Liberty Times and United Daily News webpages. | found 1334 articles from
Liberty Times: 199 for the first period, 566 for the second period, and 569 for the third period.
However, | only found 185 articles from United Daily News: 27 for the first period, 68 for the
second period, and 90 for the third period.

Nevertheless, the coverage of Pelosi's Taiwan visit was brief in most of these articles,
such as weekly reports, and thus irrelevant to my research. | also consulted a native speaker to
eliminate less relevant articles. Additionally, I focused solely on textual content. Due to some
articles solely featuring video content, audio content such as podcasts, or image content such as
infographics and illustrated news, | omitted them. I did not specifically prioritize the analysis of
images and graphics because that would require a completely different analytical approach. I will
present the titles, author’s name (if there is one), dates, and links to the articles | selected from
United Daily News and Liberty Times under the Appendix. In order to gain full access to UDN

articles, I had to subscribe. Otherwise, it is not possible to read some articles’ full versions.

4. Summary of Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan Visit

The following summary of Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit serves as a critical backdrop to the
subsequent discourse analysis and comparative study presented in this thesis. It highlights the
unfolding events surrounding a pivotal moment in cross-strait relations and sets the stage for a

deeper analysis of media representations and political implications.

While Pelosi's visit remained uncertain, Xi and Biden held an online meeting on 28 July

2022 that lasted more than two hours. Pelosi's possible visit to Taiwan just preceded the midterm
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elections in the USA on 8 November 2022 and the 20" National Congress of the Communist Party
to be held in China on 16 October 2022. The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that
the PRC opposes this possible visit and said China would take strong countermeasures against this
visit (UDN3). Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs asserted that Nancy Pelosi's visit challenged
China's sovereignty and territorial integrity (UDNZ1). Xi Jinping stated that the domestic pressure
was overwhelming, compelling him to take military action if this visit occurred; otherwise, there

was no plausible way to explain it to the Chinese people (UDN3).

China reiterated a stance reminiscent of its warnings prior to the 1995 Taiwan crisis, issuing
a stern warning to the United States that “Beijing will not sit idly by” (UDN4). In the face of these
harsh statements from China, the U.S. Congress united across party lines to endorse Pelosi's
planned visit to Taiwan. The U.S. Congress emphasized that the USA should not bow to China and
affirmed that Pelosi's visit must occur. Pelosi's Taiwan visit has drawn widespread attention to
cross-strait relations, reigniting international interest in the triangular dynamics involving the USA,

China, and Taiwan.

Pelosi's private plane took a significant detour and deliberately avoided airspace over the
South China Sea. 708,000 people tracked Pelosi’s plane when it landed in Taipei, which is the most
real-time flight tracking in history, according to Flightradar24. After Pelosi's plane arrived in
Taiwan on the night of 2 August, China quickly announced the ban on hundreds of food products
imported from Taiwan. Xinhua News Agency authorized the release of an announcement that the
People's Liberation Army (PLA) would conduct military live-fire exercises in the waters around
Taiwan from 4 August to 7 August. China started military exercises the day after Pelosi departed
from Taiwan. The live firing exercise was a blockage of Taiwan. The military exercise area also
contained Taiwan’s territorial waters. Due to the PLA exercise around Taiwan, many flights were
canceled, and many cargo ships had to change their route, which disrupted international sea and air

transportation.

Pelosi visited the Legislative Yuan on 3 August at 9 a.m. She met with President Tsai Ing-
wen at the presidential palace at 10:30 a.m. President Tsai awarded Pelosi a medal for her
outstanding statesmanship and dedication to promoting friendly relations between Taiwan and the
United States. Tsai also stated that the Taiwanese government and Taiwanese people admired

Pelosi’s dedication. Pelosi responded, “We will not give up on Taiwan”. Additionally Pelosi went
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to the Jingmei Human Rights Cultural Park and met human rights defenders from Hong Kong,
China, and Taiwan, such as Lee Ming-Che, Lam Wing-Kee, and Wu Er Kaixi. Her private plane

took off at 6 p.m. and left Taiwan on 3 August.

This summary provides the essential details of Pelosi's visit, setting the stage for a deeper
analysis of the media coverage and political implications in the subsequent sections. The following
analysis will explore how Taiwanese media outlets with different political affiliations portrayed

this visit and its broader impact on cross-strait relations.

5. The Run-up to Pelosi's Visit

Leading up to Nancy Pelosi's highly anticipated Taiwan visit, the discourse of United Daily
News and Liberty Times took divergent paths, reflecting their unique perspectives on the visit's
implications. UDN's focus on geopolitical tensions and potential risks contrasted with LTN's
emphasis on bipartisan support and the visit's potential to strengthen U.S.-Taiwan relations. This
section delves into the nuanced media portrayals and the constantly evolving narratives
surrounding Pelosi's visit, providing a comprehensive view of the multifaceted dynamics shaping

cross-strait relations.

5.1. Discourse Analysis of United Daily News

The 13 articles | examined for the first period consistently mentioned Pelosi’s rugged
personality, longstanding resistance to China, and her relationship with Beijing, which has long
been bad (UDN1, UDNb). The articles also repeated the theme of her friendliness and pronounced
support for Taiwan (UDN4, UDNG). They claimed she wanted to visit Taiwan because it was her
last term in office. According to the paper, this possible visit resulted from the DPP's tricky
operations in the USA, which were unnecessary because these activities probably would not benefit
Taiwan (UDNS8). The paper claims that some DPP officials and legislators actively engaged in
internal propaganda regarding Pelosi's forthcoming visit (UDN11). While the articles stated that
the pro-green views and DPP politicians supported this visit, they criticized Taiwanese authorities’

low profile despite the escalating tension in cross-strait relations (UDN4, UDNS).

The articles predicted that Pelosi's visit to Taiwan would not occur (UDN3) after the Biden-

Xionline meeting (UDNS). They underscored Biden's statement that the timing was inappropriate
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for Pelosi's visit (UDN9), and the military was not keen on this visit (UDN1, UDN10). While the
newspaper argued that the statements of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the PLA were
too harsh (UDN9), widely mentioning these fierce statements and threats in the articles would

cause readers to worry.

The articles frequently emphasize that Pelosi's expected visit could lead to the fourth
Taiwan Strait crisis (UDN3). This event, they argue, touched a sensitive nerve. They claimed both
political sides in Washington and Taipei seek to gain political benefits (UDN13). They further
argued that Pelosi's Taiwan visit would primarily serve the interests of political parties, but there
would be no national interests (UDNS8). They also suggested that if Pelosi visits Taiwan, the
mainland's foremost focus for implementing countermeasures will be Taiwan, not the USA. The
papers argued that Taiwan would inevitably suffer losses regardless of the ultimate victory between
the USA and China (UDNG).

The papers argued that because Taiwanese authorities would not be able to handle the
situation correctly, the people of Taiwan would have to bear the bitter consequences (UDN11).
They mentioned that geopolitical risks regarding this visit may affect the Taiwan stock market and
that semiconductor chips will be under the spotlight. An article underscored the significance of
TSMC, asserting that China's genuine concern lies not with Pelosi's itinerary but rather with
ensuring access to semiconductor chips (UDN12). While articles stated that pro-green political
groups actively advocated Pelosi’s visit (UDNG6), they did not address other political groups’

stances directly.

The articles discussing Pelosi's potential visit to Taiwan reveal a distinct communication
strategy through language and framing. During the uncertainty surrounding Pelosi's visit, the
articles employ oppositional language, drawing parallels with other geopolitical tensions, such as
the Russia-Ukraine conflict (UDNG). Phrases like “Pelosi is the reason for the tension” create a
sense of opposition and blame, subtly framing the visit as a potential source of conflict and unrest.
They imply that this visit would be unnecessary and non-beneficial for Taiwan by stressing that
the USA’s “One China Policy” has not changed (UDN5, UDN10). This strategy aims to influence
readers' perceptions and provoke curiosity about the visit's implications by likening it to existing

conflicts.
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As Pelosi's visit becomes more certain, the tone of the reporting shifts towards more neutral
language. This transition likely aims to present a balanced and objective view of the situation,
avoiding sensationalism or bias. The articles shift from speculative language about potential
outcomes to factual reporting on past events, such as Newt Gingrich's visit in 1997, providing
historical context and framing her visit within a comparative framework. The articles selectively
quote the statements of professors or well-known people who expressed negative opinions about
this visit. A professor called on the Taiwan authorities to reject Pelosi's visit politely, which would
be an outstanding achievement to preserve peace across the Taiwan Strait, thereby contributing to
the improvement of relations between the two sides (UDN2), reinforcing the narrative of potential
negative consequences and opposition to the visit. Additionally, references to Newt Gingrich's visit
and its effects provide historical context and allow readers to draw parallels, potentially influencing

opinions based on past events.

The articles highlight the potential economic consequences of Pelosi's visit by highlighting
the possible impact on the Taiwan stock market and the semiconductor industry. They indirectly
suggest that China's genuine concern lies with maintaining access to critical technology from
Taiwan. This reframing shifts the focus away from the political visit towards economic interests,
potentially piquing readers' interest. The articles claim that Pelosi is the reason for the tension and
the one who provoked China for her political interests. They also reflect their dissatisfaction with
Taiwanese authorities. Especially one of the headlines, “the opposition in Taiwan should unify to
oppose Pelosi’s Taiwan visit”, implies reluctance or opposition towards Pelosi's upcoming visit.
So, the papers’ discourse has an embedded acceptance of China’s claim about Taiwan. This
underlying narrative subtly aligns with China's stance on Taiwan and reinforces the idea that

Pelosi's visit could provoke unnecessary tension in the region.

5.2. Discourse Analysis of Liberty Times

The articles published before Pelosi arrived argued that the majority of Taiwanese people
warmly embraced Pelosi’s visit (LTN6) and condemned China's threats to prevent her visit (LTNO).
They argued that the free and democratic world need not fear dictatorial authority (LTN3). They
labeled China’s attempts as barbaric and unreasonable and argued that Taiwan's friendship with its
allies would never allow Chinese aggressors to interfere and coerce (LTN11). With the discussion

of Pelosi's possible visit, Taiwan became an international issue (LTN13).
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Both Democratic and Republican congress members stated in unison that Taiwan would
not be left isolated and Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan would fortify the U.S.-Taiwan relationship (LTNS5).
China’s actions spurred bipartisan support in Congress for Pelosi’s trip. Pelosi also invited various
congress members for a joint visit to Taiwan, and congress members stated that China does not

dictate who can go to Taiwan (LTNS).

If Pelosi goes to Taiwan, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark Milley assured that
the U.S. army will do everything to ensure Pelosi's safety (LTN4) and fully escort her Taiwan visit
(LTN7). The articles extensively covered the U.S. military’s preparation for her visit, and that the
U.S. will not turn back on Taiwan. USS Ronald Reagan carrier strike group will accompany Pelosi's
Asia tour (LTN12). The papers argued that the Taiwanese military would strengthen combat
readiness against the CCP's military activities. Many articles mentioned America’'s military power

and the U.S. military would accompany Pelosi if she visited Taiwan.

The articles argued that even though Chinese authorities made harsh statements, China
would try to maintain stability as much as possible, and it is unlikely that a military conflict would
happen on the eve of the Chinese Communist Party’s 20th National Congress (LTN1). Former
House of Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich also supported Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, saying
that China has no veto over U.S. officials and cowardice will lead to danger (LTNZ2). The DPP
officials stated that the CCP's intimidation is rough and uncivilized behavior (LTN14), which
shows that her visit to Taiwan is significant (LTN15). A former legislator said that China is afraid
of Pelosi because Taiwan symbolizes freedom and democracy (LTN16). Even though many
Taiwanese legislators and U.S. congress members expressed their thoughts, Taiwanese and U.S.

officials maintained ultra-low-key on Pelosi's Taiwan visit (LTN17).

Even though there was news about some figures opposing Pelosi’s Taiwan visit, such as
Hu Xijin, former editor-in-chief of the Global Times, or Donald Trump, most of the news contained
statements from those who supported this visit. There is much news that various legislators and
political figures, such as Kuomintang Chairman Zhu Lilun and Former President Ma Ying-Jeou,

welcomed Pelosi.

The Liberty Times articles had positive language about Pelosi’s possible visit and never
mentioned that this visit may cause a new cross-strait crisis. They consistently portrayed her as a

supporter of democracy and human rights, a brave person, and the most influential woman in
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American politics (LTN13). They use terms like “Iron Lady of the Congress” to describe her long-
standing advocacy for Chinese human rights (LTN10). They portray a favorable image of Pelosi
by positioning her visit as a significant milestone. This language elevates her status and signals
support for her visit among readers. The articles highlight the positive reception of her visit among
the Taiwanese people and condemn China's attempts to interfere and coerce. They show their
stance against Chinese aggression and support for Taiwan's sovereignty by describing China's
actions as “barbaric and unreasonable”. They frame Taiwan's friendship with its allies as a bulwark
against Chinese aggression by depicting Taiwan as a democracy beacon in the face of authoritarian
threats.

Liberty Times emphasized bipartisan support among U.S. Congress members for her visit
by portraying it as strengthening the U.S.-Taiwan relationship. The articles contribute to a narrative
of solidarity between the U.S. and Taiwan by referencing Congress members and statements from
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman regarding U.S. military support. This language bolsters
confidence in the U.S.’s security assurances and reinforces the perception of U.S. military strength.
The articles downplay the potential for a conflict, citing assurances from both U.S. and Taiwanese
officials regarding stability and tension reduction. They seek to quell concerns about escalating
cross-strait tensions by highlighting statements from former House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
DPP legislators. This language aims to reassure readers about her visit's positive outcomes and

downplay potential negative consequences.

Liberty Times's language reinforces support for Pelosi's visit and portrays it as a positive
development for democracy and bilateral relations between the U.S. and Taiwan. The papers instill
confidence in the visit's success and mitigate potential conflict or instability concerns by
emphasizing the U.S. Congress members' bipartisan support and assurances of U.S. military
protection. Through these communication strategies, the papers perpetuate the portrayal of Taiwan
as democracy's steadfast defender against authoritarian threats while positioning her visit as a

solidarity symbol between like-minded allies.

6. The Visit

As Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit unfolded, contrasting narratives continued to emerge in

United Daily News and Liberty Times coverage, revealing divergent perspectives on its
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implications. UDN's discourse highlighted concerns over escalating tensions and potential crises
in cross-strait relations, reflecting apprehension and criticism towards the visit. In contrast, LTN
emphasized overwhelming support for Pelosi among Taiwanese people and officials, portraying
her visit as a symbol of solidarity and support for Taiwan's democratic values. This section delves
into the nuanced media portrayals and public perceptions during Pelosi's visit, illustrating how

different outlets framed and interpreted the significance of this diplomatic event.

6.1. Discourse Analysis of United Daily News

The 12 articles | reviewed mentioned extensively a cross-strait crisis. Most articles stated
that although tensions rose before Pelosi's visit, the real crisis would begin after Pelosi left Taiwan.
This discourse shows underlying disapproval of this visit. The article emphasized that although
some people were excited about her visit, many were worried (UDN13). The articles said that even
though the pro-green camp said everything was rosy in the garden, many threats were waiting for
Taiwan. The articles also shed light on the protests in front of the Pelosi’s hotel to stress the
people’s unrest. The articles argued that the Western mainstream media criticizes Pelosi’s visit as

“an extremely reckless, dangerous, and irresponsible move” (UDN24).

The articles stated that Taiwanese people were dissatisfied with the Tsai government's
mismanagement, and the Tsai government was facing public backlash over rising prices, the
housing crisis, and energy problems. The articles argued that Pelosi's Taiwan visit helped the Tsai's
government to divert public dissatisfaction with its poor governance, and this event became a
winning game only for the Tsai government but not for Taiwan because the headwinds of Pelosi’s

visit on both sides of the strait were about to begin (UDN21).

The papers underlined that Taiwan's young and robust population was mainly born after the
1990s, and they have little experience in cross-strait military threats in the past and lack judgment
in the face of pressure. They accused DPP officials of playing with fire, which would lead to a self-
immolation crisis for Taiwan (UDN22). Even though this was an international event during the
DPP government’s rule, the articles accused the DPP government of raising tension intentionally

in the Taiwan Strait. This discourse demonstrates the anti-DPP stance of the United Daily News.

The visit touched a sensitive nerve in the trilateral relationship between the United States,

China, and Taiwan (UDN18). The papers argued that because China cannot take it out on the USA,
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it would put more pressure on Taiwan. They criticized the Tsai government for deliberately
showing a low-key and passive posture (UDN24). They also highlighted concerns about domestic
energy supplies, adding that once the coastal blockade lasts a long time, the security stock would
no longer be available, which would significantly impact Taiwan's economy (UDN25).

While the news published before Pelosi arrived referred explicitly to the visit of Newt
Gingrich, the news published during Pelosi’s visit specifically mentioned the 1996 missile crisis
(UDNZ21). They not only compared Newt Gingrich’s and Pelosi’s staying duration and activities in

Taiwan but also compared the 1996 missile crisis and the possible fourth Taiwan Strait crisis.

The paper argued that Pelosi's Taiwan visit was “an unscripted dance show between China,
Taiwan, and the USA” (UDN15). Another article concluded that neither America nor China
intended to tear each other's faces off (UDN23). While the articles argued that Pelosi's visit
intertwined with U.S. interests and domestic politics, they also speculated it was a move to attract
American votes for the upcoming midterm elections. They also underlined that Pelosi's Taiwan
visit correlated to the interests of the United States, not Taiwan’s. They used unfavorable language

for this visit, almost without mentioning any benefit or positive consequence on Taiwan.

The articles | have reviewed demonstrate an explicit use of language to convey specific
viewpoints and shape reader perceptions. Even though the articles did not share any opinion
directly, they had an alerting effect because of the excessive mention of tension and crisis. One
prevalent strategy is portraying Pelosi's visit as unnecessary and potentially harmful to Taiwan's
interests. For instance, phrases like “extremely reckless, dangerous, and irresponsible move” used
by the Western mainstream media imply a robust opposing stance towards Pelosi's visit. This
language undermines the perceived value or legitimacy of Pelosi's trip to Taiwan, suggesting that
it may bring more harm than benefit. The articles highlight the Taiwanese people’s dissatisfaction
with the Tsai government's management and governance issues and explicitly criticize the
administration for attempting to divert public attention from domestic problems, such as rising
prices and the housing crisis. This portrayal reinforces that Pelosi's visit serves the DPP’s political
interests rather than addressing Taiwan’s essentials. The statements imply the editorial’s stance
against the DPP government and Tsai authorities. While the articles express the discontent about

how this visit would strengthen the Tsai government’s hand, they were not entirely against Pelosi’s
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visit. However, they do not like that the Tsai government takes all the credit, so they mention her

visits’ possible adverse effects.

The articles repeatedly portray the visit as a potential trigger for heightened tension in cross-
strait relations. They emphasize public unrest, threats from China, and a new cross-strait crisis,
creating a sense of alarm and apprehension surrounding Pelosi's visit. Terms like “playing with
fire”” evoke imagery of risk and unpredictability, reinforcing that Pelosi's visit will negatively affect
Taiwan. They deftly perpetuate the idea that the conflicting interests of the United States and China
are weighing on Taiwan. They imply Taiwan's vulnerability by highlighting being sandwiched
between the two powers under the Tsai government’s passive posture. This language reinforces the
narrative that Tsai government let external forces determine Taiwan's fate. The language used in
the articles shapes reader perceptions by framing Pelosi's visit as unnecessary, politically motivated,
and potentially harmful to Taiwan's interests. The discourse conveys a sense of mistrust and
apprehension toward the visit through negative portrayals, alarmist language, and subtle criticisms

of the government, ultimately contributing to a narrative of caution and concern.

6.2. Discourse Analysis of Liberty Times

The 18 articles | reviewed excessively stated that Taiwanese people welcome Pelosi. The
articles never mentioned that this visit would cause a crisis in the Taiwan Strait. Even though some
blue camp members had negative opinions about this visit (LTN22), the chief of the KMT caucus
in the Legislative Yuan stated that the KMT stands with democracies (LTN31), and the KMT
Chairman Zhu Lilun sincerely welcomed Pelosi's visit (LTN27). The KMT officials also severely
condemned the PLA military exercise (LTN28). The papers argued that Tsai government's
diplomacy was in the right direction because former President Ma Ying-jeou, the KMT chairman
Zhu Lilun, and political figures from different views expressed their welcome (LTNZ20). The
articles stressed that not only opposition groups gathered to protest against Pelosi but also pro-

independence groups gathered and held up banners to welcome Pelosi (LTN23).

Pelosi’s meeting with human rights and democracy activists at the National Museum of
Human Rights referred to her support for human rights and democracy (LTN33). The editorials
described Pelosi as Taiwan’s true friend, fearless of the CCP’s intimidation, a human rights fighter,

and the most powerful woman in American political history. They also stressed that her Taiwan
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visit would be beneficial and harmless to Taiwan: her visit to support Taiwan would strengthen the
fight against China's annexation and help Taiwan more (LTN18). They argued that the Taiwanese

would never bow their heads, and democratic Taiwan went one step further.

The articles argued that even though Pelosi's visit caught the Chinese people's attention,
they were quite dissatisfied because Chinese threats failed to prevent Pelosi's visit and only resulted
in a PLA exercise (LTN35). They claimed that Chinese officials get angry about her visit, while

Taiwanese people remained calm (LTN21) under the president’s leadership.

The articles highlighted various quotes from Taiwanese officials to imply this visit’s
importance, and China is the one which is increasing tension unnecessarily; the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said that including Taiwan in the itinerary demonstrates the “rock-solid” support of the
United States for Taiwan (LTN24) and the Mainland Affairs Council condemned China’s military
intimidation and told the CCP to stop threatening and provoking immediately (LTN32). The
articles claimed China’s threats and military activities would only make the Taiwanese more united.
Due to PLA activities, the Taiwanese army strengthened combat readiness (LTN19) and
coordinated closely with the United States and other countries to avoid escalating the situation
(LTN30). The officials also added that the Taiwan military has the absolute ability and confidence
to shoulder the responsibility of defending its territory. The Taiwan army will also counter any
action that infringes on Taiwan’s national sovereignty (LTN34). The papers aim to let people feel

safe and sound by stating these quotes from Taiwanese officials.

The articles argued that although China has banned hundreds of food products imported
from Taiwan, prepared food exports only account for 0.1% of the total exports from Taiwan to
China, which will not seriously impact Taiwan's economy (LTN25). The papers claimed that
China's imports of Taiwan's electronic components have increased. China's manufacturing industry
is far more dependent on Taiwan's chips from the perspective of trade amount (LTN26). The
articles mostly expressed the DPP officials’ supporting statements about Pelosi’s visit and the
CCP’s unnecessary aggression. They evaluated this visit as the U.S. would stand with Taiwan
(LTN29). They also underlined that her visit would help Taiwan strengthen its democracy and

freedom.

Liberty Times discourse presents a consistent of overwhelming support for Pelosi's visit

among Taiwanese people and officials. The articles emphasize her significance as a human rights
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and democracy supporter, framing her visit as beneficial and harmless to Taiwan's interests. The
articles’ language elevates Pelosi's image and underscores her visit’s positive impact by using
phrases such as “Taiwan’s faithful friend”. Liberty Times perpetuates the narrative of solidarity
between the United States and Taiwan by positioning Pelosi as a symbol of support for Taiwan's

democratic values.

The articles highlight bipartisan support for Pelosi's visit, with KMT officials expressing
solidarity with democracy and welcoming her arrival. This language reinforces bipartisan
consensus on the importance of U.S.-Taiwan relations and downplays any potential divisions
within Taiwanese politics. Liberty Times seeks to bolster confidence in Taiwan's ability to defend
its sovereignty and resist external pressure by emphasizing unity against aggression. The articles
dismiss Chinese attempts to prevent Pelosi's visit as ineffective and counterproductive, framing
Taiwan's calm response as a testament to its resilience and determination. They reassure readers
about Taiwan's security and stability by referencing Taiwanese officials' statements about Taiwan's
readiness to defend its territory. This language projects an image of Taiwan as a steadfast defender

of its sovereignty and democratic values in the face of external threats.

Liberty Times downplays the economic impact of China's retaliatory measures against Taiwan,
citing statistics to underestimate the significance of banned food imports and emphasize Taiwan's
importance in China's manufacturing and global supply chain. The articles seek to mitigate
concerns about the potential consequences of Pelosi's visit to Taiwan's economy by highlighting
Taiwan's economic resilience and the limited impact of Chinese sanctions. This language works to
maintain a sense of confidence and optimism about Taiwan's prospects despite external challenges.
Liberty Times' discourse reflects a strategic communication approach aimed at reinforcing support
for Pelosi's visit and bolstering confidence in Taiwan's ability to navigate external pressures.
Liberty Times seeks to project an image of Taiwan as a resilient and determined democracy
standing firm against authoritarian threats through positive portrayals of Pelosi, bipartisan unity,
and dismissive attitudes toward Chinese intimidation. This language aims to shape reader

perceptions and promotes a narrative of solidarity, strength, and confidence in Taiwan's future.
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7. The Aftermath

After Nancy Pelosi departed from Taiwan, divergent perspectives presented in the
aftermath of her visit the aftermath of her visit, as depicted in United Daily News and Liberty
Times coverage. UDN’s discourse predominantly focuses on the negative implications and
aftermath of Pelosi’s visit, emphasizing heightened tensions, economic concerns, and criticisms
directed at both Pelosi and the Tsai government. In contrast, LTN highlights positive outcomes,
such as strengthened unity among Taiwanese people, increased international support for Taiwan,
and assertions of Taiwan’s readiness to defend its sovereignty against external threats. This section
delves into the divergent narratives presented by newspapers, offering insights into how Pelosi’s

visit continues to shape public discourse and perceptions in Taiwan.

7.1. Discourse Analysis of United Daily News

The articles that followed Pelosi’s departure from Taiwan focused on the severe
implications of her visit. They emphasized that her visit led to the fourth Taiwan Strait crisis, a
situation not in Taiwan’s best interest (UDN27). The statements, such as “Does Pelosi’s Taiwan
visit make Taiwan more dangerous or safer and does it made the Taiwanese economy better or
worse?” implied that this visit could potentially harm Taiwan’s economy and make the region
unstable and perilous for Taiwan. The paper asserted that the foundation for peace and stability had
been shattered (UDN34). Another paper also criticized the DPP officials for failure to produce

practical solutions to solve the problem (UDN30).

An article claimed that Pelosi's Taiwan visit was selfish because 23 million Taiwanese had
to deal with the cost of Pelosi’s Taiwan visit (UDN26). Another article argued that she left behind
the fourth Taiwan Strait crisis after she got her historical reputation for not being afraid of the
CCP’s threats (UDN27). The article criticized Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense’s statement
regarding PLA missiles passing over Taiwan that “these missiles did not enter Taiwanese airspace”

as a self-deception and ostrich mentality. (UDN34).

The articles were scathing in their criticism of the Tsai government, accusing it of not
having a set of scripts for the increasing tension. They claimed that even though Tsai Ing-Wen
shouted all day and night to China, she did nothing, and the Tsai government prepared for nothing
(UDNB35). They also criticized Tsai Ing-Wen's attendance at the “2022 Taiwan Food Exhibition,”
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when Taiwanese people faced live military exercises and cyber-attacks (UDN36). They stated that
eight countries had severed diplomatic relations with Taiwan since Tsai Ing-Wen took office
(UDNS38). Thus, Tsai Ing-Wen's administration is incompetent. They argued that the number of
Taiwan’s friends dropped to a record low of 14, and DPP officials are losing the diplomatic capital

left by the Kuomintang in the first years (UDN38).

The papers argued that the CCP’s economic sanctions on Taiwan would also make life
difficult for the Taiwanese (UDN28). They claimed that the search for disaster prevention supplies
also doubled due to the increasing tension and military exercises (UDN33). They implied that the
Taiwanese were worried about the live-firing PLA exercises. The newspapers argued that the USA
had an empty guarantee for Taiwan because even though Pelosi supported Taiwan, she also stated
that the USA does not contradict the One China Policy. They criticized Pelosi’s stance and
commitment to democracy as fragile and unreliable. They also argued that in addition to supporting
Taiwan verbally, the USA should take more concrete and practical actions to support Taiwan. They
described Pelosi’s Taiwan visit as “a political show” (UDN28) by portraying the USA and Pelosi

as unreliable and untrustworthy.

The articles expected Pelosi’s visit and the CCP’s counteractions to impact the 2022 local
elections. They argued that the DPP increased the tension in the Taiwan Strait with its wrong
policies and then brainwashed Taiwanese people by using the CCP's reactions and other
international issues as election material. They criticized the DPP for not being able to put forward
ideas about the municipal vision and not being able to bring a better life to the citizens (UDN38).
The paper argued that Pelosi’s visit helped the DPP with its longstanding anti-China campaign,
and the DPP could not unite the Taiwanese people (UDN31). They expressed that the US provoked
China to create tension, and the DPP will use it to win the elections (UDN32). They argued that
many young people in Taiwan are unfamiliar with Pelosi and show little interest in political issues
(UDN32). They claimed the DPP officials conducted cognitive warfare against the Taiwanese
people by shifting all the responsibility to the CCP. They argued that whenever there was the
slightest unfavorable remark against the government, the DPP cyber army would immediately
come forward and defend the DPP (UDN37).

The articles following Pelosi's departure from Taiwan exhibit a strong narrative of criticism

and disapproval towards her visit, as well as towards the Tsai government and the DPP. They
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convey a sense of alarm and skepticism regarding the visit's consequences for Taiwan through
language. The articles discourse dire outcomes and suggest that the visit exacerbated tensions rather
than promoting stability. This language underscores her visit's negative impact on Taiwan's security
and well-being. The articles accuse Pelosi of selfishness because she left behind a crisis and also
added that her visit burdened the Taiwanese. They used terms like “self-deception™ and “ostrich
mentality” to criticize the Taiwan Ministry of National Defense's response. They implied
Taiwanese authorities’ incompetence and negligence. This language reinforces the narrative of
Pelosi's visit as a catalyst for crisis and instability while also questioning the effectiveness of Tsai

government’s leadership in managing the situation.

The articles blame the Tsai government for its failures in governance and diplomacy. The
articles’ criticisms range from accusations of incompetence in handling the crisis to neglecting
domestic issues, such as rising prices and diplomatic isolation in the international arena. These
highlight the government's shortcomings, implying that the Taiwanese lack confidence in the
authorities' ability to address Taiwan's challenges effectively. The articles contribute to a narrative
of distrust and disillusionment with the current administration by using terms like “incompetent
administration” and “ignoring reality and brainwashing people”. They accused the DPP of
manipulating and exploiting Taiwanese people by “protecting Taiwan” and “resisting CCP”
discourses for its political interests. The papers’ accusations of using the crisis for election material
and conducting cognitive warfare against Taiwanese people imply a cynical view of the party’s
motives and methods. This language undermines the DPP’s credibility and portrays the DPP as
opportunistic and untrustworthy. The papers’ general discourse against the DPP draws a picture of
deception and manipulation, reinforcing the narrative of skepticism towards the party's actions and
intentions. The language used in these articles reflects a critical and distrustful stance towards
Pelosi's visit, the Tsai government, and the DPP. The papers do not directly support the KMT but
accuse and portray the DPP poorly. They convey a sense of alarm and skepticism regarding the
visit's consequences for Taiwan's security, stability, and governance through accusations of
selfishness, incompetence, and manipulation. This language shapes reader perceptions and

reinforces a narrative of crisis and uncertainty surrounding Pelosi's visit and its aftermath.
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7.2. Discourse Analysis of Liberty Times

The post-departure articles highlighted the positive impacts of Pelosi's visit. They stated
that this visit united the Taiwanese people (LTN37) and helped Taiwan gain international support
against the CCP’s intimidations. They argued that Pelosi’s visit did not negatively impact
Taiwanese people’s daily life, so there is no need to see it as a crisis. Tsai Ing-Wen reassured that
the government is fully prepared to defend sovereignty and will never back down (LTN46). Tsai
Ing-Wen said that Taiwan does not seek war but is ready for the worst. The papers argue that Nancy
Pelosi and Tsai Ing-wen have become global political figures (LTN49).

The papers claimed many Chinese people were disappointed because China’s “red line”
had repeatedly retreated. The G7 foreign ministers' joint statement expressed concern about the
CCP's military exercises and called for international support for Taiwan (LTN38). The papers
portrayed the CCP's military activities as a threat to the status quo in the Taiwan Strait, regional
peace, and stability (LTN40). They stressed that military exercise also threatens the world economy

because it blocks international flight and shipping lanes (LTN45).

The article reiterated Taiwan’s preparedness to defend its national sovereignty and respond
decisively to any infringement on Taiwan's territory (LTN36). They aimed to comfort the
Taiwanese with a positive language tone, quoting officials’ statements like “The public should not
worry; Taiwan will respond appropriately” (LTN39) and “The government will firmly defend
national sovereignty and security” (LTN40). The papers intended to instill a sense of security and

confidence in the readers by reiterating Taiwan's preparedness.

The papers claimed that CCP’s military intimidation caused the two sides of the strait to
drift apart (LTN38). They stressed that the CCP not only conducted military exercises but also
conducted cognitive warfare against Taiwan (LTN50). They stated that the Taiwanese want cross-
strait peace but will resist the CCP and protect Taiwan (LTN43). They argued that Taiwan's young
generation has a firmer will to fight (LTN48). They described that the CCP aimed to cause panic
in Taiwanese society (LTN41). Because of that, the CCP has repeatedly intimidated and harassed
Taiwan (LTN44). The papers also repeatedly highlighted the international support to reassure the

Taiwanese. They claimed that Pelosi had pushed Taiwan to new international heights (LTN42).
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The articles strongly emphasized international support for Taiwan, underscoring that
Taiwan is not alone. They praised Pelosi and her visit and commended the Tsai government and
its policies. They implied that the Tsai government is fully prepared for any situation, which shows
the support for the Tsai government and the DPP. They portrayed Pelosi's visit as a win-win

situation for Taiwan, expanding Taiwan's international space and exposing the CCP’s arrogance.

Liberty Times’ discourse consistently emphasizes this visit’s positive impacts and Taiwan’s
resilience against external threats. The articles depict this visit as a unifying force for Taiwanese
people and highlight the international support garnered against CCP's intimidations. This language
reinforces the narrative of Taiwan's solidarity and resilience in the face of external pressures. This
portrayal bolsters confidence in Taiwan's ability to defend its sovereignty and resist the CCP's
aggression. Liberty Times repeatedly underscores Taiwan's preparedness to defend its national
sovereignty and respond decisively to threats. Statements from Taiwanese officials reassuring the
public and affirming the government's commitment to defending national sovereignty are

strategically employed to instill a sense of security and confidence among readers.

Statements such as “cognitive warfare against Taiwan” portray the CCP's actions as
divisive and harmful to regional stability. The papers framed this visit as a significant milestone in
Taiwan's international engagement, elevating Taiwan's profile on the global stage and garnering
attention. Liberty Times depicted the Taiwanese government, particularly under Tsai Ing-Wen's
leadership, as fully prepared to defend its sovereignty and respond decisively to any threats. This
emphasis on international support and recognition validates Taiwan's position in the global political

landscape and reinforces its status as a key player in regional affairs.

Liberty Times’ discourse adopts a positive and affirming tone toward Pelosi's visit and
Taiwan's response to external pressures. The articles seek to bolster confidence in Taiwan's
resilience through strategic language use, project an image of strength and determination, and
highlight Taiwan's international significance. This narrative serves to reinforce Taiwan's position
as a democratic stronghold in the face of authoritarian threats and promote a sense of unity and

solidarity among Taiwanese people.

This comparative analysis aimed to the scholarly understanding of how media framing and
discourse shape public perceptions and political attitudes in Taiwan. By highlighting the

ideological underpinnings embedded in media representations, this study underscores the role of
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media in constructing and contesting national narratives. The findings suggest that media outlets
actively participate in potentially shaping public discourse, influencing policy debates, and framing

public understanding of complex geopolitical issues.

8. Discussion-Comparative Analysis: Identifying
Cross-Cutting Themes and Variance

United Daily (UDN) and Liberty Times (LTN) offer divergent interpretations of Nancy
Pelosi's Taiwan visit, revealing contrasting perspectives on its implications for the country.
However, a notable cross-cutting theme is the framing of Pelosi's visit as a significant event
impacting Taiwan's geopolitical landscape. UDN and LTN recognize the visit's implications for
U.S.-Taiwan relations and its potential repercussions on cross-strait tensions. Nevertheless, they

diverge in their interpretations and emphasis on these implications.

The divergent portrayals of Pelosi's Taiwan visit underscore the theoretical concept of
framing articulated by Goffman (1974) and Gitlin (1980). UDN tends to portray Pelosi's visit as a
threat to Taiwan's economic and political stability, emphasizing potential negative outcomes such
as economic sanctions and heightened tensions with China. In contrast, LTN presents the visit as a
positive development, framing it as a milestone for U.S.-Taiwan relations and highlighting
international support for Taiwan's sovereignty. UDN emphasizes the negative impact on the
Taiwan stock exchange. In contrast, LTN highlights the losses in the Chinese and Hong Kong stock
exchanges, pointing out that the losses were comparatively minor in the Taiwan stock market.
While UDN stressed the adverse economic consequences of sanctions on Taiwan, LTN
underestimated the sanctions by highlighting China's reliance on Taiwanese chips that is a soft

power of Taiwan.

Language usage also varies between UDN and LTN, reflecting their distinct editorial
stances and rhetorical strategies. UDN employs more alarmist and confrontational language,
framing Pelosi's visit and its aftermath in terms of crisis and conflict. This language choice
contributes to a sense of urgency and heightens readers' perceptions of the risks posed by the visit.
On the other hand, LTN adopts a more optimistic and diplomatic tone, emphasizing cooperation
and support for Taiwan amidst geopolitical challenges. This difference in language reflects each

newspaper's editorial agenda and shapes readers' perceptions of the issues at hand.
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UDN primarily features critical views from academics and individuals opposed to the visit,
while LTN offers a portrayal by presenting views predominantly in favor of but also against this
visit. UDN and LTN attribute the escalating cross-strait tensions to different factors. UDN points
to Pelosi and the Tsai government's actions, while LTN blames China's behavior, portraying
Taiwan as calm and resolute. UDN's focus on China's military power and exercises near Taiwan
contrasts LTN's shift of focus to news about the U.S. army. Regarding domestic politics, UDN
criticizes the policies of the Tsai government and the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
contrasting with LTN, defends their correctness, citing positive remarks from Kuomintang (KMT)
legislators and mayors. UDN highlights protesters against Pelosi’s visit, while LTN presents the

existence of opposing and supporting groups.

UDN questions the reliability of U.S. support, while LTN portrays it as steadfast. LTN also
highlights international support for Taiwan, particularly Germany, Europe, and other countries, a
point that UDN slightly mentions. UDN employs the term “crisis” to describe Pelosi's visit,
whereas LTN avoids such language, instead characterizing China's actions as inconsistent and
Taiwan's response as calm and steadfast. While UDN suggests that China's military activities
induce fear and anxiety among Taiwanese people, LTN contends that these activities foster

resilience and calmness within the Taiwanese populace.

The internal language structures within UDN and LTN reflect broader political discourse
patterns in Taiwan. UDN tends to align with conservative viewpoints, framing Pelosi's visit and its
implications through skepticism and caution towards U.S. involvement in Taiwan affairs. In
contrast, LTN adopts a more progressive and pro-Taiwan stance, emphasizing Taiwan's agency
and resilience in navigating geopolitical challenges. These internal language structures shape the
discourse surrounding Taiwan's relationship with China and the United States, potentially

influencing public perceptions and political attitudes.

9. Conclusion

| compared the Taiwanese media outlets United Daily News and Liberty Times, which are
generally known for their affiliation with the KMT and the DPP, respectively. These media outlets'
news are biased in a favorable way for their supported party. | used the discourse analysis method

to investigate how each media outlet constructed its own narratives or its own communicating
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perspectives. | analyzed texts by considering these media outlets' accepted stances and their way
of portraying their own arguments. My analysis centered on how these media outlets' accepted
stances shaped their discourse and their portrayal of Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit. In this direction,
my thesis aimed to find answers to my research question: How do the United Daily News and
Liberty Times evaluate Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan Visit on 2-3 August 2022, and how do the portrayals

of these two media outlets align with political parties’ stance against this visit?

As | pointed out in my analysis, United Daily presented a more distant and critical stance
toward this visit by framing its arguments with the notions of a threat to Taiwan, a new cross-strait
crisis, and the DPP government's mismanagement. While United Daily defended Taiwan's
democracy and sovereignty against the PRC's threats, sanctions, or military activities in its
reporting, the unfavorable language toward Pelosi's visit and the Tsai government employed by the
United Daily has the same deeper meanings as the PRC's statements. While KMT Chairman Zhu
Lilun, former Chairman Ma Ying-Jeou, and other KMT lawmakers warmly embraced Pelosi's visit,
United Daily criticized it by producing news that was contrary to the KMT's official stance. Thus,
it is possible to conclude that United Daily does not blindly follow the KMT. It shows us that
United Daily editors reflect their own stance by adding their own thoughts in their reporting, which
may contradict the KMT's official stance. However, the United Daily's portrayals sometimes imply

an embedded pre-acceptance of some PRC claims.

Unlike United Daily, Liberty Times presented a positive, advocative stance toward this
occasion by framing its arguments with the concept of an opportunity for Taiwan's democracy and
sovereignty, a determined stance against outside threats, and garnering international support.
Liberty Times' arguments, such as that China's threats are groundless, Pelosi's visit will be
beneficial to Taiwan, and the Tsai administration governs very successfully, are almost entirely
parallel to the DPP's statements. Although Liberty Times's reporting portrays events as
predominantly favoring the DPP, it has also reported events that seem to be unfavorable for the
DPP but by using a softer language compared to UDN. Thus, it is possible to conclude that Liberty
Times does not only present one-sided news. Although most of it advocates the Tsai government
and the DPP, it has a variety of articles, as is evident from the number of news stories related to

Pelosi's visit. It shows us that Liberty Times editorials present news from various sources.
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Both media outlets exhibited an exaggerated or speculative discourse about Pelosi's visit.
United Daily exaggerated China’s threats and the possibility of a new cross-strait crisis, while
Liberty Times downplayed these arguments. In contrast, Liberty Times exaggerated Taiwan’s
achievements while United Daily downplayed these arguments. Each media outlet also distracted
reader with speculations. They also referred to other people's views to support their exaggerated
arguments and speculations, depending on their own stance. Rather than serving as objective news
reports, these media outlets function more as an echo for entrenched political perspectives. While
both of them blame each other for not displaying the events objectively, they just turn into what
they blamed. By acting like this, both media outlets exhibited a role by maintaining their stance on
national identity and cross-strait relations. United Daily and Liberty Times both potentially
naturalize their ideologies and make subtle appeals for public acceptance of their political positions.
As Fairclough argued, media discourse has the power to shape public opinion and to make the
public unquestionably accept their ideologies. Although their discourse has differences, they
support the democracy and freedom of Taiwan. They do not accept the CCP’s threats or claims

over Taiwan.

This media polarization raises concerns about the health of Taiwan's democratic media
system. While media diversity and freedom of expression are vital components of a healthy
democracy, the entrenched biases observed in UDN and LTN suggest a deepening political
polarization within Taiwanese society. Such polarization can limit public access to balanced
information and foster echo chambers. This, in turn, can hinder the media's role in promoting

critical thinking and informed debate, as it reinforces existing political beliefs.

This visit is an important occasion because the relation between Taiwan and the U.S. is
limited and especially the high level visits across the countries are so rare. | want to remind that
my analysis has limitations and is based on my interpretation of the news reports | selected. The
discourse of the media outlets in their other news reports may have differences from my results.
Also, these media outlets are not the official news channels of the political parties. Thus, they do
not have to align with the political parties or represent them. To gain a better understanding of this
visit, it's imperative to widen the analysis to encompass a broader spectrum, incorporating not only

news outlets but also video, audio, image contents.
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This thesis analyzes how Taiwanese media outlets portrayed Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit.
By employing discourse analysis, it reveals the media's role in shaping public opinion and political
attitudes amidst significant geopolitical events. This study underscores the complexities of media
bias and the importance of understanding how different narratives influence perceptions of national
identity and cross-strait relations. The insights gained from this analysis contribute to a deeper
comprehension of Taiwan's media landscape and its impact on democracy. Ultimately, this thesis
demonstrates the crucial role of media in political discourse, highlighting the necessity of critically

engaging with media representations to better understand their broader implications on society.
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Appendix

United Daily News

Abbr. Date Title Author
LRMEEESE IMREPAHNE E—
Whether Pelosi visits Taiwan depends on the outcome of the U.S.-China power

UDN1 | 7/25/22 | struggle il

N=Fs}

EHBNEMERHMFDERTD ’?"‘”

UDN2 | 7/28/22 | The opposition forces should unite to oppose Pelosi's Taiwan visit X
ELERMHERRE LW FEBREGUNEE? o
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan becomes a bargaining chip. How will Biden and Xi L

UDN3 | 7/28/22 | strategize in their call? ff
TRARBGRET HENERRET "BRE . RURBUFAZIEER ? 5%
The pro-Green political program encourages Pelosi's "firm visit to Taiwan," so why .,

UDN4 | 7/29/22 | does the Tsai government deliberately keep a low profile? 1%
HEBREEIRBAART ? &l | BinEn =P REENME =
After the Xi-Biden call, is Pelosi not coming? Su Chi: The public opinion has ';}

UDN5 | 7/29/22 | shifted, the US and China should have reached a tacit understanding R
ELERMHERMEE HFREEXRAZRIERELR T so
Pelosi's Taiwan visit may trigger a crisis; Su won't use a broom to fight the L

UDNG6 | 7/30/22 | Communists this time al
IERBIE "EBAUEAE ) REIFZEAGHEATEENT =
Beijing reiterates ‘we will never sit idly by', countermeasures against Pelosi's visit -

UDN7 | 7/30/22 | to Taiwan will not be taken lightly R
SEBHITER/NOITK B R ETFREGRAR G =
Taiwan invites Pelosi should be caution; playing with fire could backfire,

UDN8 | 7/31/22 | potentially becoming a stumbling block in U.S.-China relations =
LERALTPHESHE SR BB T FAZERER ? s
Pelosi's visit poses a low risk of military threat from the CCP. Why wouldn't Xi A/ X

UDN9 8/1/22 | Jinping take this opportunity to use force? ff
FIEEEASSIFNEIRN @BEZENESBEETEH =T
The U.S. stated that Pelosi's visit to Taiwan does not change the status quo and

UDN10 | 8/2/22 | urged China not to use it as an excuse for military actions in the Taiwan Strait A
REZEBELELESERAG AIREARFEKESR Wi
The DPP wants to improve Taiwan-U.S. relations through Pelosi, but it may make N

UDN11 | 8/2/22 | the people bear the bitter consequences =
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https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122367/6500760
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122870/6503656
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122468/6505545
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122366/6505712

LEREERR T e VETItRE R HERESF LS 88T

HER
Compared to Pelosi's Taiwan visit, cutting off the supply of chips to Beijing is more " ;
UDN12 | 8/2/22 | likely to trigger a conflict in the Taiwan Strait ia
MISRENERBEIN? FPEESHTEIF LK o
Did the flight route deliberately bypass the east coast? The military deployments of
UDN13 | 8/2/22 | the U.S., China, and Taiwan each have their own intricacies X
feHE TR R PEEEFEHES mIBEEEX 4e 3
The crisis only began after the visit. The CCP’s military exercises are akin to
UDN14 | 8/3/22 | blockading Taiwan, fearing an accidental discharge H
ELERMTE  AEEENETaREG - PEIGTEEAESR ? W
Pelosi's Taiwan Visit: Dramatic Changes in U.S.-China-Taiwan Relations, Is N
UDN15 | 8/3/22 | China's Attack on Taiwan Imminent? B
HEERESTEE BREREER | EMER AR EEY?
The Chinese military announces military exercises surrounding Taiwan, sparking
UDN16 | 8/3/22 | public anger: 'What will happen to civilian aircraft and fishermen?
IERUPERFES EEHERARIANGELHR i
Beijing prioritizes overall China-U.S. relations, unable to take it out on the U.S., R
UDN17 | 8/3/22 | may vent its anger only on Taiwan ff
HENHESEEE EMES : NamEETEY =T
PLA Blockades Taiwan Military Exercises; Ministry of National Defense:
UDN18 | 8/3/22 | Strengthening Vigilance and Responding Appropriately A
FERBAYTF 14 BARBEARE ) —RIEENPEEREE 7 ?
"Pelosi cured the mental exhaustion of 1.4 billion people™ What happened to
UDN19 | 8/3/22 | Chinese public opinion overnight?
ROEREEE ? BL BB BAXREEEEH 2Ag
What to do if there is a missile attack? The Wan'an drill just taught everyone how N
UDN20 | 8/3/22 | to take shelter =
ELERMRREF AR mERNERA IFE2RE Eis
Pelosi's whirlwind visit is about to end, but the headwinds for cross-strait relations L
UDN21 | 8/3/22 | are just beginning =
hHEEGKITY REES RN BRI A RKAER
The timing of the CCP's military exercises is clever. On the surface, it appears to =
intimidate Taiwan, but in reality, it is aimed at quelling internal unrest and
UDN22 | 8/3/22 | maintaining stability =
PHIRSEERRAEWR ? BB T EPEABHE o
Can the CCP's military exercises around Taiwan achieve deterrence? Several points
UDN23 | 8/3/22 | indicate that the U.S. and China still do not want to sever ties X
hitEER TSHEe ) BiE HBUTERZRIEASEN A ? [y
Amid the CCP's outcry over the 'blockade of Taiwan' military exercises, is the Tsai
UDN24 | 8/3/22 | government feeling pressure or gaining support? B
RERIEG TS ? BEREESIHRS BREERA CPTPP T
Economic and Trade Sanctions Turning into a Financial War? Scholars Warn that A/ )
UDN25 | 8/3/22 | China Has More Leverage, Which Could Affect Taiwan's Bid to Join the CPTPP fif
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https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122365/6507807
https://opinion.udn.com/opinion/story/10124/6508298
https://udn.com/news/story/120911/6508253
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6508658
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122468/6508647
https://global.udn.com/global_vision/story/8662/6508933
https://udn.com/news/story/7934/6509003
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122366/6509560
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122367/6508503
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6509517
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6509661
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6509841

% 4RO ERK HOEEEREBENE: R
UDNZ26 | 8/4/22 | The Fourth Taiwan Strait Crisis is a dangerous and serious warning for Taiwan e
LRMEETR hEEPEBURIPE EATNET ? e
Pelosi comes from afar, stirring the sensitive nerves of the U.S., China, and Taiwan. .,
UDN27 | 8/4/22 | Who wouldn't be delighted? nh
i B 5 IR A8 (K S P HMKTESIH KaBEaEEEEE? —
The cross-strait relationship is not just keyboard warriors' banter. Can Taiwan
UDNZ28 | 8/4/22 | withstand the economic sanctions from the Chinese Communist Party?
EEEEZEPHRZAER "HEES ., BoBRERE
The impact on the election depends on how long the CCP plays its game. The blue | zsy
camp estimates that the score for "pro-America, love Taiwan" will be reduced to .
UDN29 | 8/4/22 | the minimum =
PHEEHNEERZES ? GEHFEANGIER 5%
The CCP's military exercises assist the DPP’s election prospects? The DPP worries .,
UDN30 | 8/4/22 | about decreasing effectiveness among young people hh
EGIREARE "TIhhka . BEYY TEREE? B1h
Are the Blue and Green camps only now starting the 'Resist China, Protect Taiwan'
UDN31 | 8/5/22 | election offensive? B
LRMHMAR—IEK REENREOFERAS "Rz, ? EE
Pelosi ignited a fire, can the DPP once again sell ‘'dried mango' (a sense of national | __
UDN32 | 8/5/22 | crisis) to the youth? fEe
B A mESEE  TEEE, EE  BERNME BTy
Online Shopping for Disaster Preparedness Supplies Doubles: Essential Tips for .
UDN33 | 8/5/22 | Preparing and Checking 'Emergency Kits =
PHEBRZRX ? BEEREATKRT  IREFHEHEX =
Are the CCP's drills just an appetizer? Scholars worry about the loss of our airspace ’;}
UDN34 | 8/5/22 | and the expansion of sanctions against diplomats R
bW Z2REREBEHE " AR SEIFREH 15
The CCP’s verbal and military intimidation: Tsai government "escalates" the
UDN35 | 8/6/22 | Taiwan Strait crisis into an international crisis. 4
HEFEBRARE ZRRINERIE "L 2, BEER = 7%
While the PLA exercises are tense at the front, President Tsai still has the leisure to N
UDN36 | 8/6/22 | attend a food exhibition ¥
— W A= g %
BRSO ARSI R A R i
UDN37 | 8/7/22 | China's cognitive warfare against Taiwan, the DPP also brainwashes the people ES
REEM D ESNBERSHI ST BERBEETRE ? Tt
The DPP uses international affairs to play high-level politics in local elections, but |
UDN38 | 8/7/22 | are voters really so easily deceived? a
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https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6512354
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6512867
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6512400
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122366/6513985
https://udn.com/news/story/7934/6515216
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6515546
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/121160/6517402
https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122367/6516996
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https://vip.udn.com/vip/story/122367/6519150

Liberty Times

Abbr. | Date Title Chinese Author
A==

TEEER. X BEEERATLE B

LTN1 | 7/26/22 | China threatens retaliation... Experts: Military conflict unlikely 5

A==

BEETHE SHD BT EARER B

LTN2 | 7/27/22 | Supporting Pelosi's Taiwan Visit, Gingrich: Cowardice Will Lead to Danger 5
BZECNIREIE - HRE R EA G BGE R ! B
Warmly welcome Pelosi‘s Taiwan visit; the free and democratic world does not need |

LTN3 | 7/27/22 | to be intimidated by authoritarian regimes! 2
AR/ ESHEERA  BRRELER -
If the Taiwan visit takes place / U.S. Joint Chiefs Chairman Milley: We will do

LTN4 | 7/28/22 | everything to protect Pelosi" +
LR MEZERGS BEREEES - AEaENU =
Pelosi invites bipartisan legislators to visit Taiwan together. Congressional leaders

LTN5 | 7/28/22 | praise: "We will not let Taiwan be isolated +
SER T HEEUNIEE S REBEEPE AT ERIERE ST
Taiwanese local groups welcome Pelosi's Taiwan visit, strongly condemn China and

LTN6 | 7/28/22 | Peng Yigang's obstruction e
EERNEMPBERAGES BXE  FERFOUEZE Y
The U.S. military fully escorts Pelosi's Taiwan visit; Chao Tien-lin: This is precisely N

LTN7 | 7/28/22 | the value of democracy Bl
FREBERE LEABHRIS Bk

LTN8 | 7/29/22 | US lawmakers consecutively confirm Pelosi's invitation to jointly visit Taiwan R
LRE | REPERBEEABE Rk

LTN9 | 7/29/22 | The pro-Taiwan groups condemn China's threats regarding Pelosi's Taiwan visit e
Bl E#ERFRERM SR EIBEEIE SEXLZPIAERT e
Congresswoman Iron Lady Pelosi's Taiwan visit will mark the peak of her career; N

LTN10 | 7/29/22 | she once held a banner in Tiananmen protesting against China B
SEEE [ IBMEND T AERRN FRAL HRERS =i
The Taiwan Statebuilding Party sincerely welcomes Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, -

LTN11 | 7/29/22 | emphasizing "we do not negotiate with terrorizers” =
FRERAIONITETEE | ERRHAIFFEE S HE "BREANKR, BEHE
Pelosi's Asia trip causes a U.S.-China standoff! The USS Reagan enters the B
Philippine Sea as the Chinese military conducts live-fire exercises with a 10,000-ton

LTN12 | 7/31/22 | destroyer =
WEETHAREELEME "EB =A

LTN13 | 8/1/22 | Examining the Internationalization of the Taiwan Issue through Pelosi's Visit m
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https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1530795
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1530932
https://talk.ltn.com.tw/article/breakingnews/4005281
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1531191
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1531192
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4006937
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4007375
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1531300
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1531301
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/world/breakingnews/4007383
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4007818
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/world/breakingnews/4010020
https://talk.ltn.com.tw/article/breakingnews/4010207

D H R RS M E - HE - AR A

Ha
The CCP intimidates Pelosi's Taiwan visit. Lin Ching-yi: 'Rough and uncivilized _
LTN14 | 8/1/22 | behavior i
B FRFREFREZRSS ? TEF  ERELEEX i 5
[
First visit to Taiwan by a sitting U.S. Speaker of the House in 25 years? Wang Ting- |
LTN15 | 8/1/22 | yu: The significance is immense i
PEIAEEZEE T ? BRAAK B3R TaEE , ERIERNAH
Why is China Afraid of Pelosi? Chen Po-wei: Discovering the Great Use of the
LTN16 | 8/1/22 'Taiwan Card' in Democratic Countries
EEAHTEMGEBER UZE . BAETEERESE ! ST
Talwanese and American officials are extremely low-key about Pelosi's visit to
LTN17 | 8/1/22 | Taiwan. Legislator: To avoid embarrassing China! 8
EUDEETZE MIRFSEIE—iE
LTN18 | 8/2/22 | Welcome Speaker Pelosi and stand together with democratic Taiwan
BERSHIRBREEE 1Lk 8 RLAIZHIEN SR Rl AEE P
The military will strengthen combat readiness for the next three days, deploying 8 -
LTN19 | 8/2/22 | Mirage fighter jets to Taitung and increasing the density of naval patrols Y,
5 REED £ . SBIREEIMNIERIERE B
Green Legislators say Ma and Chu Both Welcome Pelosi which proves Tsai Ing- N
LTN20 | 8/2/22 | wen's Diplomatic Approach Correct ki
ELRMHEE — BRS=E - PRSI 8 SHF - B | e
Pelosi's Taiwan visit — International sensation, China enraged, Taiwan calm and v
LTN21 | 8/2/22 | enthusiastic! f
EEERNK MK  EHEXRBRELD 2
The Blue Camp is divided; Chen Shih-chung: "We must have confidence in our e
LTN22 | 8/2/22 | country" =
HiERR | BIRENIEET | SEBAE R EZ S
Facing the White Wolf! Pro-Independence Faction Welcomes Pelosi: Taiwan N
LTN23 | 8/2/22 | Rejects Intimidation and Threats £l
BEEHTDNRMEE SR : BRERT B = 5
First visit to Asia after the pandemic includes Taiwan. Mlnlstry of Foreign Affairs .
LTN24 | 8/3/22 | said that this demonstrates the rock-solid support of the United States =
%1
E N
=1
E N
FAED : FAREmET ESEEEHO0.1% #p
Ministry of Finance: Prepared food exports to China account for only 0.1% of total +\+ a
LTN25 | 8/3/22 | exports 73
N . (B3=H
h (kAR ? =
LTN26 | 8/3/22 | Who depends on whom? 73
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https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4010301
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4010378
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4011019
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4011104
https://talk.ltn.com.tw/article/paper/1532006
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4011319
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4011987
https://talk.ltn.com.tw/article/breakingnews/4011177
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012272
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012368
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012499
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1532339
https://ec.ltn.com.tw/article/paper/1532233

BIRZEEUZHINEARGEES ? Rifm . MEED

12

LTN27 | 8/3/22 | The KMT legislator voices dissent on Pelosi's visit? Chu Li-lun: Sincerely welcome
BRI BRY : REME MR
LTN28 | 8/3/22 | The CCP’s military exercises intimidate, KMT: strongly condemn a
S = N L= A N ;‘é‘*_ X
BUE 23 FHaia FWEA  IWITEZEa Ik —i{E X
LTN29 | 8/3/22 | Returning to Taiwan after 23 years, Pelosi says: This visit is to stand with Taiwan 12
HEETESUE HINRES | BEESEXBYHAREERTS
The Chinese military engages in military provocations. The Ministry of Foreign = (B
Affairs said that we are closely coordinating with the United States and other o
LTN30 | 8/3/22 | countries to avoid escalating the situation =
LR BREZ2ERTIEXRIEE—EEFEX F¥
Zeng Mingzong said that the KMT stands together with democratic countries to -
LTN31 | 8/3/22 | defend the nation. =
PEZEHEE P E X EM EFEPHAMF IR ETE ST
The Mainland Affairs Council condemns China's verbal and military intimidation,
LTN32 | 8/3/22 | warns the CCP to immediately stop its threats and provocations 8
LRMEEARAEBYE SBEMEE - FHE - EWEFS 5T
Pelosi arrives at the National Human Rights Museum to meet with Lam Wing-kee,
LTN33 | 8/3/22 | Lee Ming-che, and Wu'er Kaixi. 28
EHE GRENESEFREY saep
Closely monitoring the PLA's exercises in six areas, the ROC military responds with =
LTN34 | 8/3/22 | multiple measures <
ALARIE ? /AT KBRS © BN P D B R AR E
Red Line? Little Pink (Chinese nationalists) Meltdown: Thanks to China for
LTN35 | 8/3/22 | Maintaining Regional Peace and Stability
hHAEE HE  BRFEIEEFETH saop
The PLA's six days military exercises. ROC military counters any actions infringing =
LTN36 | 8/4/22 | on sovereignty. =<
#riE
23N
B
e —— Y ; )
ChE ORI BREE B EAEELE e
China's verbal attacks and military threats. Chen Chi-mai says it makes Taiwanese
LTN37 | 8/4/22 | people more united B
ELERAFEEGI X REE | PHEMTEIAZERR O
Pelosi's Taiwan visit gains G7 support; DPP: CCP's intimidation actions are not
LTN38 | 8/4/22 | internationally recognized FRES
K : B EPEEE AZEMIZXSEHEE =R
Executive Yuan strongly condemn China's Military Exercises, citizens should not .
LTN39 | 8/4/22 | worry, we will respond appropriately 73
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https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012713
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012741
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012848
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012859
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4012876
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4013079
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4013192
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4013414
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/world/breakingnews/4013499
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1532445
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/paper/1532445
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4014093
https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/politics/breakingnews/4014138

BUE G7 AR BRI X BRI SN XA S s S HEEREEE

Thanks to the G7 and the EU for their concern over the intimidation by the Chinese = (B
military. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs calls on all countries to support democratic | _
LTN40 | 8/4/22 | Taiwan g
PRI ERE RS R | R R R "SR
LTN41 | 8/4/22 | China's goal is to create panic! Chen Po-wei reminds to do these "two things" well
KRR ERETBRTSE
LTN42 | 8/5/22 | Nancy Pelosi elevates Taiwan to a new international height
=8
1%
PEEE BEP AP RESESIEM B
Chinese military drills, Chen Shih-chung says resisting china and protecting Taiwan
LTN43 | 8/5/22 | is the fundamental spirit #)
PHEESREIRRK BEERE  DIKETBRESE B
Chinese military exercises ignite international anger; the DPP highlights: global N
LTN44 | 8/5/22 | democratic allies support Taiwan £l
hE & E N HERME ZEKERFHEE o
The Chinese military exercises block international waterways; the US will send N
LTN45 | 8/6/22 | warships through the Taiwan Strait =
BFORREN BRI B ERE BRI EANRE =R
Tsai Ing-wen posted late at night: The government is fully prepared to respond and N
LTN46 | 8/6/22 | will not back down in defending sovereignty 73
ch 59 S BB il R = 8 1T WIE
The CCP’s political and military intimidation is driving the two sides of the Taiwan |
LTN47 | 8/6/22 | Strait further apart
¥ BBC Hih Ril¥ . 8 EFKHRAEBMASEEEE =R
Interviewed by the BBC, Wu Chao-hsieh says Taiwan's younger generation's will to o
LTN48 | 8/6/22 | fight is stronger E7
HEHNESIHEXR "X MNED ) B  KENEAZIKMBUEAY
PLA missile launches trigger a larger 'siege of Taiwan.' Fan Shih-ping says Tsai Ing-
LTN49 | 8/6/22 | wen rises as a global political figure
RHEIPHBAEE SaES EHRAE =
Counteracting the CCP’s cognitive warfare, Prosecutor's Office orders strict ;
LTN50 | 8/7/22 | prevention of fake news [
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