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Abstract


This thesis examines Somaliland’s pursuit of international recognition since its declaration of 

independence from Somalia in 1991. Despite acting like an independent state, Somaliland faces 

significant hurdles in gaining official recognition due to political concerns of critical stakeholders. 

Recent agreements with Ethiopia and the UAE regarding the Berbera Port have heightened tensions 

in the Horn of Africa while providing Somaliland a chance to increase its international recognition. 

This study highlights the importance of political considerations of state recognition that can prevail 

over legal justifications. It emphasises the significance of evolving progress and the viewpoints of 

key actors in understanding the changing dynamics of Somaliland’s international recognition as a 

sovereign state.
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Introduction 


A unique situation has unfolded: Somalia, acknowledged internationally despite being a failed state, 

retains all rights associated with recognition, while Somaliland, a relatively stable entity exhibiting 

state-like attributes, persists in its struggle for comparable recognition.  This paradox highlights a 1

complex and multifaceted issue shaped by legal, political, and practical considerations regarding 

Somaliland’s claim to international recognition as an independent state. Scholars have 

predominantly focused on the legal dimensions of Somaliland’s quest for recognition, overlooking 

its inherently political nature. Yet, the political considerations of sovereign states play a pivotal role 

in determining whether Somaliland will achieve de jure recognition as a state and often prevail legal 

justifications. Hence, this paper seeks to address the following question: 


	 How do political and practical dynamics affect the recognition process of Somaliland as a 	

	 state?


By examining political practices on the ground in greater detail, this research diverges from existing 

theoretical and legal analyses. This thesis can enhance the academic understanding of international 

relations and law by prioritising African realities and practices. The issue of Somaliland’s 

recognition carries significant implications for regional stability and developments in the Horn of 

Africa. 


This thesis first provides the historical background to ensure a contextual understanding of how 

Somaliland’s situation evolved. Subsequently, the theoretical framework is introduced, presenting 

essential definitions, theories, and ideas that guide this research. A review of existing legal research 

is undertaken. Afterwards, the adopted legal doctrinal methodology is established. Following this, 

Somaliland’s treatment in practice and political realities are analysed. Finally, the implications of 

this are discussed and the research question will be answered.  

 Poore, 2009 1
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Historical background 


To comprehend Somaliland’s particular circumstances, it is essential to consider its historical 

context as background information for this thesis. In the early 19th century, European powers 

colonised Somalia and Somaliland, located in the Horn of Africa, and previously governed by 

decentralised clans based on shared agnatic lineage and led by clan heads and councils of elders.  2

The Isaaq clan, one of the largest, is located in Somaliland. Somalia had no record of stability as a 

state before being colonised, whereas Somaliland did, partially due to a notable trade axis situated 

within its borders.  
3

Italy controlled Somalia from 1889 to 1960. Somaliland was a British Protectorate from 1884 until 

its independence on June 26, 1960.  The UN immediately received notification of Somaliland’s 4

independence, and thirty-five member states officially granted diplomatic recognition.  Somalia 5

received its independence from Italy on July 1, 1960.  	 	 	 	 
6

	 	 	 	 


Figure 1: Somalia and Somaliland in the Horn of Africa 
7

 Gorka, 2011, p. 82; Gundel, 2009, p. 82

 Pham, 2011, p. 2123

 Venugopalan, 2017, p. 14

 Pham, 2011, p. 2125

 Venugopalan, 2017, p. 16

 Bekele, 20247
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Afterwards, Somali nationalism surged, and the shared colonial history united Somaliland and 

Somalia into a single state, the Greater Somalia. Somaliland drafted an Act of Union, but it was 

never ratified by Mogadishu’s Legislative Assembly, which instead passed the Atto di Unione 

without Somaliland’s consent. Consequently, Somaliland argued that the Atto di Unione was 

invalid, highlighting dissatisfaction with Mogadishu’s legislative actions.  Eventually, these 8

tensions and divisions led to civil war. The Mogadishu dictatorial government under Barre 

specifically executed and tortured the Isaaq clan in Somaliland, resulting in the loss of over 50,000 

lives, with numerous members becoming IDPs or seeking refuge in Ethiopia. 
9

Eventually, due to increasing internal dissent and armed resistance, president Barre and his 

followers fled Somalia in early 1991. The different clans had collaborated to take over Mogadishu 

but could not find common ground to form a new government.  Somalia was left without 10

government officials, many of whom had left the country, and the physical government structures 

were destroyed.  The ‘Republic of Somaliland’ (hereafter: Somaliland) declared independence, 11

reflecting its former colonial boundaries.  
12

Theoretical framework 


The theoretical framework establishes a comprehensive understanding of this research’s 

foundational concepts and ideas. Firstly, it is crucial to distinguish between de facto and de jure 

recognition. De facto states successfully adopt numerous elements of statehood without officially 

achieving formal legal recognition as states in the international system.  They are a practical reality 13

without the legal rights associated with full recognition. De jure states are fully recognised by 

existing states and under international law, making effective participation in the international 

community possible. 
14

 Lalos, 2011, p. 7928

 Hoyle, 2000, p. 84; Crawford, 2007, p. 413 9

 Brons, 2001, pp. 25, 3310

 Brons, 2001, p. 3311

 Crawford, 2007, p. 41312

 Pegg, 2017, p. 113

 Van Essen, 2012, p. 4114
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Liberalist theory encourages cooperation among states and non-state actors in the international 

system through interaction and trade. Liberalism posits that de facto states maintain their survival 

and independence by engaging with other states and actors through interactions and foreign 

relations. Adam suggests that the main goal of de facto states is to achieve official recognition and 

that liberalist foreign policy supports the essential principles of independence, recognition, and 

international engagement. Gaining de jure recognition can be achieved through interactions and 

forging connections with established states and other external actors.  Liberalist theory implies that 15

the process of granting state recognition primarily revolves around political assessments and the 

willingness of established states to incorporate a new entity into the global state system rather than 

on legal considerations. 


International law and political science were once separate fields, but since the 1990s, 

interdisciplinary collaboration has grown. Scholars from both fields increasingly utilise each other’s 

research and theories.  “International law and international politics cohabit the same conceptual 16

space. Together, they comprise the rules and the reality of ‘the international system’ […] [and] it 

makes little sense to study one without the other.”  The creation of states highlights the inherently 17

political nature of international law, making it one of the most debated and contentious issues in 

both politics and law.  The law on recognition is frequently ambiguous and inconsistent, influenced 18

by politics and characterised by the intertwining of legal and political considerations.  State 19

recognition entails existing states acknowledging a new state primarily based on political 

considerations, often overlooking legal criteria.  Although some emerging states may fulfil legal 20

standards, state practice and politics of established states prevent them from joining the 

international community.  According to Vidmar, statehood is formed through political actions, and 21

the law only officially registers it.  Achieving de jure statehood is not an automatic consequence of 22

complying with the law but politics shape it. While political recognition expresses a willingness to 

 Adam, 2021 15

 Slaughter, Tulumello, & Wood, 1998, pp. 367-36816

 Slaughter, 1995, p. 50317

 Agné et al., 2013, p. 96; Koskenniemi, 2007, p. 1; Riegl, & Doboš, 2018, p. 445; Visoka, 2022, p. 13318

 Richard, & Smith, 2015, p. 162; Slaughter, Tulumello, & Wood, 1998, p. 36919

 Sterio, 2019, p. 82 20

 Coggins, 2014, p. 1621

 Vidmar, 2019, p. 224 22
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engage diplomatically and cooperate, legal recognition under international law establishes the 

recognised government as a legitimate entity with legal rights and responsibilities in the 

international community. 
23

Existing states determine whether an entity becomes officially part of the international community; 

they can grant and withhold recognition. Rather than acting impartial, the existing states take into 

consideration their own political interests and the effects the potential recognition could have on the 

balance of power and the stability of the global state system. Differing approaches to an entity 

seeking independence can result in conflict among established states. As a result, state recognition is 

a deliberative process where interests must be balanced against potential risks.   Powerful states 24

play a crucial role in determining the recognition of new states. Once regionally or globally 

influential states have officially recognised an entity, this paves the way towards full de jure 

recognition since other states will follow. Conversely, if powerful states withhold recognition, less 

influential states tend to follow suit to avoid conflict.  States take into consideration factors such as 25

geopolitics, interests of their allies, and economic benefits. 
26

Furthermore, while engaging in political interaction and cooperation with de facto states without 

officially recognising them is possible, Nagda asserts that de facto status precedes de jure 

recognition. De facto recognition is meant to be provisional and temporary, leading eventually to a 

reassessment and possible granting of official recognition.  According to Coggins, Berg, and 27

Toomla, bilateral treaties, economic and consular relations, respect for the non-violation of 

territorial integrity, and non-interference in domestic affairs under international law serve as criteria 

for transitioning from de facto to de jure recognition.  External support cannot only be given by 28

existing states but also non-state actors.  These various levels of interaction demonstrate the trust 29

 Van Essen, 2012, p. 40 23

 Coggins. 2014, p. 1624

 Coggins, 2014, pp. 216-217 25

 Griffiths, 2019, p. 144; Sterio, 2019, p. 8226

 Nagda, 2017, pp. 159-160 27

 Berg, & Toomla, 2009, pp. 30, 40; Coggins, 2014, pp. 39-40 28

 Caspersen, 2015, p. 187; Hagmann, & Péclard, 2010, p. 2010 29
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and perception of stability and reliability within the legal framework of the de facto entity and 

ultimately culminate in formal de jure recognition. 
30

This thesis will use insights from liberalism while taking into consideration politically motivated 

recognition. It will examine the political interests of existing states in their approach towards 

Somaliland. Moreover, the analysis will explore the progress made towards achieving recognition.


Literature review


Somalia


In conducting a literature review, this part of the thesis delves into the existing scholarship and 

summarises research findings. Scholars so far have to a great degree focused on the legal aspects of 

Somalia’s and Somaliland’s statehood claims. Since 1991, Somalia has been categorised as a failed 

state due to ineffective governance, ongoing armed conflict, lawlessness, and a consequent loss of 

state legitimacy.  Despite recent improvements, minimal progress has been made in the three 31

decades following the Barre regime. The country’s infrastructure collapsed in 1991, leaving it 

without essential institutions like law enforcement, courts, bureaucracy, electricity network, or 

postal system, in return fostering criminal and terrorist activities.  The absence of an accountable 32

government capable of enforcing laws and regulations hinders the distribution of development aid, 

provision of public goods, and security. This situation contributes to stagnant development, 

increased crime rates, and radicalisation.  
33

Nonetheless, Somalia has recently seen developmental progress. The WB reports improvements in 

debt sustainability, poverty reduction, and job creation. Additionally, IMF programs have been put 

into effect, and in 2023, Somalia became a member of the EAC.  Political relations are evolving, 34

contributing to Somaliland’s overall trajectory toward greater stability.  With international support, 35

a government was established in 2012, leading to a period of relative stability. In 2022, Hassam 

 Nagda, 2017, p. 160 30

 Ali, 2014, p. 167; Battera, 2003, pp. 226, 234; Kibble, 2001; Menkhaus, 2003, pp. 405, 407; Menkhaus, 2006, pp. 25, 3231

 Hoyle, 2000, p.83; Menkhaus, 2006, pp. 93-9432

 Menkhaus, 2003, p. 413; Menkhaus, 2006, pp. 93-9433

 East African Community, 202434

 The World Bank in Somalia, 202335
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Sheikh Mohamud was elected President by the parliament, having previously held the position from 

2012 to 2017, succeeding Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed Farmajo.  Despite some positive 36

administrative and anti-terrorism developments, Somalia remains the highest-ranking failed state in 

the world.  Problems such as famine, violent extremism, lacking freedom of expression, 37

corruption, low levels of human rights, and lacking control over the territory remain.  Despite 38

some recent modest improvements under international oversight, the UN observed that Somalia’s 

condition still signifies a lack of essential elements typically associated with statehood.  39

Nevertheless, Somalia retains its international recognition and UN seat because the “physical base 

of the state generally refers to the legal definition of state territory.”  The UN and other 40

international actors continue to recognise the borders of the united Somalia, including Somaliland, 

as a point of reference for their policies toward Somalia.  
41

Somaliland 


Legal scholars have presented various legal arguments concerning Somaliland, both supporting and 

contradicting its independency claims. Roethke and Pham argue that the union between Somalia 

and Somaliland “fell short of the minimal standards for legal validity.”  According to the Vienna 42

Convention, “a treaty enters into force as soon as consent to be bound by the treaty has been 

established for all the negotiating States.”  The Somali union has not been established by a formal 43

treaty, as two different treaties have been proposed but neither has obtained the necessary consent 

from both parties, as required by the Vienna Convention. According to Roethke, the unification 

cannot be considered legal under existing international law, which validates Somaliland’s quest for 

independence. 
44

 BBC News, 2024 36

 Fund for Peace, 2023; Wario, & Hassen, 202337

 Hassan, 2024; Wario, & Hassen, 202338

 United Nations, 2023a39

 Brons, 2001, pp. 31-32; Pegg & Kalsto, 2015, p. 19340

 Brons, 2001, p. 3241

 Pham, 2011, p. 14242

 United Nations. 1969, Article 24(2)43

 Roethke, 2006, p. 4344
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Another group of scholars refers to the Montevideo criteria, which delineate the factual 

requirements for statehood. According to Article 1 of the Montevideo Convention, a state is 

characterised by “(a) a permanent population; (b) a defined territory; (c) government; and (d) 

capacity to enter into relations with other states.”  Firstly, Somaliland’s current population stands at 45

3.5 million, compared to 3,390,000 in 1999.  These figures indicate that not only has Somaliland 46

maintained a stable permanent population, but it has also experienced a slight increase, attributed in 

part to repatriation efforts. Secondly, Somaliland’s territory measures 68,000 square miles and 

mirrors the boundaries established during British colonial rule.  According to Eggers, Somaliland 47

has demonstrated its ability to safeguard its territorial boundaries and maritime sovereignty on 

numerous occasions.  Thirdly, Eggers, Lalos, and Menkhaus argue that Somaliland’s government 48

operates under a clearly defined structure, employing a community-based model with ministries and 

municipalities.  In May 2001, a referendum approved the new constitution with a 97% majority, 49

establishing a bicameral legislature and an independent judiciary.  The criminal justice system 50

effectively prosecutes criminals and terrorists, contributing to the strengthening of the central state 

structure and governance, thus preventing violence and conflicts.  Security and peace have been 51

achieved through reputable police forces and demobilising militias, with government oversight 

extending to air and sea travel and customs revenue collection.  Somaliland’s high levels of 52

stability compared to Somalia have fostered increased trust between communities and clans.  53

Somaliland has transferred from a clan-based governance structure to a multiparty democracy, 

holding the first local elections in December 2002. Following President Mohamed Egal’s death in 

2002, Somaliland managed to resolve the contentious and extremely close presidential election in 

2003 without resorting to violence. Eggers and Menkhaus assert that it then conducted a remarkably 

peaceful and constitutionally sound transfer of power.  Two opposition parties created a coalition 54

government in October 2015, making Somaliland one of the first instances in Africa to achieve 

 Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States adopted by the Seventh International Conference of American States, 193345

 The Republic of Somaliland Government, n.d.; Lalos, 2011, p. 80546

 Eggers, 2007, p. 218; Lalos, 2011, p. 80547

 Eggers, 2011, p. 218 48

  Eggers, 2007, p. 218; Lalos, 2011, p. 806; Menkhaus, 2006, p. 9149

 Pham, 2011, pp. 142-14350

 Ali, 2014, p. 167; Eggers, 2007, p. 221 51

 Eggers, 2007, p. 213; Menkhaus, 2014, p. 16452

 Eggers, 2007 , p. 213; Menkhaus, 2006, p. 9153

 Eggers, 2007, p. 218; Menkhaus, 2006, pp. 91-9254
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cohabitation between political rivals.  Overall, Menkhaus describes the elections as regular, free, 55

and fair.  The roughly 26,000 government employees are elected or appointed.  Additionally 56 57

significant is the economic development in Somaliland, according to Menkhaus and Eggers. The 

reconstruction of infrastructure, investments from the diaspora and repatriates in the service sector 

and real estate, along with business investments from external parties, have led to economic 

recovery. 
58

The final Montevideo criteria, Somaliland’s capacity to enter into relations with other states, is the 

most contested. According to Eggers, Somaliland meets the essential criteria of international law as 

it can partake in diplomatic relations.  Past diplomatic endeavours have included sending 59

Somaliland delegations on official state visits and engaging with international organisations. Some 

scholars perceive entering into relations as a consequence of statehood, while others regard it as a 

prerequisite. Crawford and Abdikarim hold that the prevailing perspective suggests that if an entity 

meets the first three Montevideo criteria, it qualifies as a state and is eligible to initiate relations 

with other states.  Although Somaliland has already engaged in relations with other states and 60

possesses the capability to maintain and expand them, there has not been a thorough assessment of 

these existing relationships. 


Lalos, Pegg, and Kalstø claim that a region achieves statehood by declaring itself a state, provided it 

meets the Montevideo criteria, independent of international consent.  These scholars declare that 61

operating as a de facto state since 1991, Somaliland has consistently proven its capability to manage 

economic, political, and security challenges effectively and should therefore legally be a state.  62

Opposing this view, Hoyle asserts that achieving statehood without adequate international support is 

practically impossible.  There is no duty for other states to grant recognition solely because of a 63

 Menkhaus, 2006, pp. 9255

 Menkhaus, 2014, pp. 164, 16856

 Davis, 2018, p. 11857

 Eggers, 2007, pp. 213, 219; Menkhaus, 2006, p. 9158

 Eggers, 2007, p. 21959

 Crawford, 2007; Abdikarim, 2021, p. 2460

 Lalos, 2011, pp. 797, 805; Pegg, & Kalstø, 2015, p. 19661

 Pegg, & Kalstø, 2015, p. 19662

 Hoyle, 2000, p. 8063
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declaration based on Montevideo criteria.  Therefore, simply declaring independence is insufficient 64

for Somaliland to attain statehood. Rather than focusing on legal justifications, political practice 

needs to be considered. Kreuter affirms that Somaliland can only achieve statehood if it can 

demonstrate the required relations and recognition from existing states within the global order.  65

Raič and Schoiswohl argue that existing states in the international system act as gatekeepers to 

verify whether de facto states meet the criteria outlined in the Montevideo Convention. This 

gatekeeper role turns recognition from a legal issue into a political tool, with influential states 

effectively holding veto power. Ultimately, without international political recognition, a de facto 

state, such as Somaliland, is unlikely to attain de jure statehood. 
66

Another group of scholars takes the right to internal self-determination as a starting point for 

Somaliland’s claims. It would entail granting its people the right to pursue their policy objectives 

through Somalia’s political procedures and self-governance mechanisms.  However, Somaliland 67

was not given the right to internal self-determination but was instead suppressed by the Barre 

government, not given a political say, and denied to pursue economic development.  According to 68

Davis, since 1991, Somalia’s government has not been effective enough to allow Somaliland to 

exercise any form of internal self-determination through political channels.  Poore argues that the 69

lack of internal self-determination allows for Somaliland’s claims of independence. The legal 

possibilities for Somaliland to access internal self-determination are minimal. Therefore, Poore and 

Kreuter agree that its secession is a political endeavour necessitating international support and 

recognition.  The ‘safeguard clause’ in the Declaration on Friendly Relations among States 70

declares that “all peoples have the right freely to determine, without external interference, their 

political status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”  The principle of 71

territorial integrity is fundamental to the state system, yet the UN acknowledges that circumstances 

and exceptions exist where this principle may not hold. When people are unable to exercise internal 

 Vidmar, 2019, p. 221 64

 Kreuter, 2010, p. 38065

 Raič, 2002, pp. 29-31; Schoiswohl, 2004, pp. 42-4366

 Kreuter, 2010, p. 38367

  Kreuter, 2010, p. 384; Lalos, 2011, p. 809; Pham, 2011, p. 142; Poore, 2009, p. 15068

 Davis, 2018, p. 11569

  Kreuter, 2010, p. 384; Poore, 2009, p. 15070

 United Nations General Assembly, 197071
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self-determination due to factors such as a lack of representation or oppression by the government, 

secession might become a viable option.  According to international law, exercising the right to 72

self-determination is typically expected to occur within the boundaries of existing sovereign states. 

Somaliland faces a dilemma in this regard because it lacks a functioning parent state from which it 

can seek secession. Consequently, Somaliland is left with few options under the framework of 

international law and the global state system.


Research gap


Many legal scholars support Somaliland’s bid for statehood, while others argue against its legal 

right to secede. As some acknowledge, the political realities often overshadow legal considerations. 

Practical and political factors outweigh mere legal acknowledgement and justifications. Even if 

international law were to recognise Somaliland’s right to statehood, the mechanisms to enforce it do 

not exist. Somaliland’s lack of sovereignty is attributed mainly to political factors surrounding 

international recognition. However, in-depth analyses of these political dynamics have been limited, 

necessitating a closer investigation into Somaliland’s pathway towards recognition in that regard. In 

essence, this research aims to investigate practical approaches by examining state practices and the 

underlying political motivations of existing states.


Methodology   


This section will outline the methodology for conducting legal doctrinal research on Somaliland’s 

independence. The approach involves analysing statements from officials and examining state 

practices to comprehend the factors contributing to Somaliland’s recognition as a sovereign state. 

Legal doctrinal research examines the nature of law within a specific context, including its practical 

application.  This type of research necessitates an interpretive and qualitative analysis, which is 73

crucial for comprehending the complexities of state recognition.  Furthermore, legal research also 74

considers rapidly evolving societal, political, and economic contexts, along with potentially other 

relevant elements besides traditional aspects of law.   Looking at actions and decisions regarding 75

 Roethke, 2006, p. 4072

 Ngwoke, Mbano, & Helynn, 2023, p. 3073

 Chynoweth, 2008, p. 3074

 Langbroek, Van Den Bos, Simon Thomas, Milo, van Rossum, 2017, pp. 1-2, 775
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Somaliland’s recognition status makes it possible to provide a holistic view beyond traditional legal 

elements.


This thesis employs legal doctrinal methodology to investigate Somaliland’s path to recognition. 

Legal doctrinal research delves into the nature of law within specific contexts, emphasising its 

practical interpretation. The research recognises the intricate link between legal scholarship and 

real-world practice.  The aim is to comprehend the political factors influencing the 76

(non-)recognition of Somaliland. Legal doctrinal research is chosen for its capability to provide a 

robust analytical framework that integrates legal principles with practices and political influences 

on the ground.


The sources used include bilateral agreements, press releases and newspaper interviews with 

officials. Additionally, since the legal agreements often remain undisclosed, this research will rely 

on publicly available summaries, reports, or analyses from reputable sources such as academic 

institutions, NGOs, government statements, or media outlets. Efforts will be made to cross-

reference information from multiple sources to ensure accuracy and reliability. Furthermore, “since 

state practice and statements can manifest in endless forms — from Twitter rants to official 

statements by heads of states […] — there is no one-stop shop for this type of primary source.”  
77

The UN, AU, UAE, Ethiopia, Djibouti, as well as Somalia and their approach towards Somaliland 

and political motives will be looked at in more detail. They have been chosen for comparative 

analysis due to their significant roles and policies influencing Somaliland’s recognition efforts. The 

UN and AU are key international organisations with substantial influence in global and African 

affairs, respectively. Their positions and actions regarding Somaliland’s independence carry weight 

and can shape international perceptions and actions. Securing a seat in the UN and cooperating with 

existing countries are key aspects that lead to state recognition. The AU promotes cooperation and 

solidarity among African nations and has the ability to influence Somaliland’s recognition. Both 

organisations are vital for Somaliland, as membership would signify international recognition. 

Additionally, it is essential to consider Somaliland’s neighbouring states, Ethiopia, Somalia, and 

Djibouti. They significantly influence Somaliland’s position in the Horn of Africa and regional and 

African developments, security, and stability. Additionally, the relationship between the UAE and 

 Vranken, 2010, p. 11276

 Lieblich, 2020, p. 65 77
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Somaliland carries considerable weight in determining its international standing. This analysis is 

essential for understanding how political dynamics within Somalia, regional interactions with 

Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti, and broader international relations impact Somaliland’s legal standing 

and prospects for recognition.


This marks a new approach that has not been taken yet. Existing theories and findings 

predominantly focus on legal aspects while acknowledging the importance of political 

considerations. However, a study of political factors has scarcely been taken. This study seeks to 

bridge the gap by employing legal doctrinal research to illuminate the interplay between legal 

norms, state practice, and political motivations in the context of Somaliland’s independence. By 

doing so, it aims to offer a comprehensive perspective that enriches both legal scholarship and 

practical insights into the dynamics of state recognition.


Analysis


As outlined above, the existing academic literature does not accurately reflect how Somaliland is 

treated in practice. Therefore, this practical examination will be thoroughly undertaken. Notably, 

Western countries consider the resolution of this issue to be an internal African matter and have 

decided to recognise Somaliland only if the AU does so first. Hence, it is merely up to African states 

to evaluate the situation.  Several neighbouring countries favour a unified Somalia, which they see 78

as a potential balance against Ethiopia, the predominant regional power in the Horn of Africa. 
79

United Nations


While the UN supported the presidential elections and democratic developments “in the self-

declared autonomous region of Somaliland” , it has not yet accepted it as a member state. The UN 80

requires recognition from the AU before considering Somaliland’s membership and is still 

determining how to address secessionist movements overall.  The UN Charter acknowledges the 81

principles of self-determination, territorial integrity, and sovereign equality as critical concepts for 

 Venugopalan, 2017, pp. 5-678

 Kaplan, 2008, p. 15479

 United Nations, 200980

 Gorka, 2011, p. 9181
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the global state system, which complicates finding a resolution between Somaliland and Somalia.  82

Currently, the only legal pathway to self-determination would be through the UNSC.  However, its 83

members have repeatedly affirmed “their full respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, 

political independence and unity of Somalia.”  Nevertheless, 22 UN entities, including the UNDP, 84

UNFPA, UNAIDS, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO and WFP, remain in Somaliland’s cities Berbera and 

Hargeysa. 
85

The UN primarily focuses on peacebuilding and reconciliation in Somalia, with the goal of 

achieving a unified nation that includes Somaliland. Two peacekeeping missions, UNITAF and 

UNOSOM, were deployed between 1992 and 1995. However, the mission’s goals were unclear, and 

several attacks and killings of UN staff led to its failure and the withdrawal of UN personnel.  86

After the missions ended, UNPOS and other mechanisms were established to continue efforts for 

peace and reconciliation.  Furthermore, in 2007, the UN authorised the AU to employ the 87

AMISOM.  Recently, the UN has expressed its continued support for dialogue between Somalia 88

and Somaliland, including the meetings led by special envoy Abdikarim Hussein Guled. 
89

African Union 


The principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and independence for member states are outlined 

in the OAU Charter, the Constitutive Act of the AU, and its subsequent amendments.  Since 90

Somalia is a member of the AU, these principles safeguard it. According to the AU’s standpoint, 

self-determination is meant to be enacted solely during the decolonisation process and it was not 

intended to undergo ongoing reassessment.  Officials in Somaliland assert that they fully comply 91
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with and adhere to the Charter and Constitutive Act.  President Egal sent a letter in 1997 to the 92

OAU outlining the reasons behind the declaration of independence.  In 2016, government 93

representatives from Somaliland discussed the application for AU membership with the Chairperson 

of the AU Commission. However, the AU continues to prioritise the stabilisation of southern 

Somalia, while the membership status of Somaliland remains undecided.  
94

In 2005, the AU launched a fact-finding mission, which noted a widespread sentiment among both 

the population and officials in Somaliland advocating for independence and sovereignty. It 

concluded that Somaliland is “historically unique and self-justified in African political history. 

Objectively viewed, the case should not be linked to the notion of ‘opening a pandora’s box’. As 

such, the AU should find a special method of dealing with this outstanding case.”  It acknowledges 95

that Somaliland has many attributes of a functioning state but is hindered due to the political 

connection with Somalia and the missing international recognition. Moreover, the “AU should be 

disposed to judge the case of Somaliland from an objective historical viewpoint”  and provide 96

financial aid. According to the Somaliland government, its “status is not only backed by 

international law, but by practice and precedence. This was stated by the AU Commission fact-

finding mission who clearly and unequivocally acknowledged Somaliland’s qualification for 

independent nation statehood status and the fact that our claim to statehood does not in any way 

infringe or contrast the African Union’s Constitutive Act.” 
97

Moreover, AMISOM was founded in 2007 to support peace in Somalia. However, because of  

insufficient troop contributions, logistical planning, and resources, it only had small success.  Due 98

to the recent tensions between Somalia and Somaliland, the AU has urged the involved parties to 

engage in discussions.  Many see the AU as an essential player in resolving the dispute.  Some 99 100
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have even called upon the AU to reexamine the situation in Somaliland, considering its de facto 

existence.  However, the AU has expressed continued “respect [for] the unity, territorial integrity 101

and sovereignty of all AU Member States, including the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia.”  Furthermore, Somalia is recently showing some positive developments.  Those 102 103

could, over time, lead to it overcoming the failed state status, making some of the legal 

justifications presented above irrelevant. Therefore, giving Somaliland official membership status 

would breach AU legislation.


The AU’s fluctuating stance between acknowledging Somaliland’s unique status and worrying 

about potential unintended consequences leaves Somaliland in a situation of unpredictability and 

uncertainty. Nevertheless, AU membership would ultimately lead to international recognition. The 

AU remains hesitant to grant membership to Somaliland due to concerns about establishing a 

precedent that encourages similar secessionist movements in other parts of Africa.  “The African 104

Union is reluctant to recognize Somaliland for fear that it would increase pressure by other groups 

in Africa to support changes in borders inherited at independence. The fact that Somaliland does not 

fit in the same category seems to be of little importance.” 
105

United Arab Emirates: DP World


Mohamed Behi Jonis, Somaliland’s Foreign Minister, disclosed in 2015 that Somaliland engaged in 

discussions with several shipping companies to choose a partner for developing and managing the 

port of Berbera.  An agreement between DP World, a Dubai-based and state-owned logistics 106

company, and Somaliland’s government was reached in May 2016.  Somaliland’s president said, 107

“[t]his is another proud and historic moment for Somaliland and its people.”  The investments 108

allow Somaliland to “[move] away from Greater Somalia […] [with] DP World coming to Berbera 
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show[ing] the stability of the country.”  Although the agreement’s specifics remain undisclosed, 109

some information has been made public. According to DP World, the investment amounts to 442 

million dollars (416 million euros).  In return, the company has been granted a 30-year concession 110

to manage the facility, with an automatic extension of 10 years. The total possible concession area is 

4.25 square kilometres, with 11 square kilometres designated for the free zone, where customs do 

not apply.  Somaliland holds a trade office in Dubai. 
111 112

About two-thirds of the goods arriving in Berbera are intended for Ethiopia.  Initially, Ethiopia 113

aimed to acquire a 19% stake, with DP World obtaining 51% and Somaliland 30%.  However, this 114

plan was never implemented. Ethiopia could not pay its share due to economic difficulties 

exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic.  According to Somaliland’s Finance Minister, “Ethiopia 115

failed to meet the conditions needs to acquire the stakes before the deadline.”  As a result, DP 116

World now holds 65% and Somaliland 35%. Furthermore, some sources have leaked information 

about an undisclosed Abu Dhabi Development Fund, and the UK has invested $23 million through 

the sovereign wealth fund CDC in collaboration with DP World. These funds will be used to 

construct the Berbera Corridor, the road linking Berbera Port to Ethiopia.  However, details 117

regarding this matter remain undisclosed.


Mohamed Atteye, the port’s shift manager, reported an increase in cargo and container turnover 

following DP World’s investments.  Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO of 118

DP World, acknowledges that the changing dynamics of global trade make “Berbera a world-class 

trading ecosystem, now and for the future.”  The Berbera Port is expected to handle 75% of the 119
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regional trade by 2035.  Supachai Wattanaveerachai, CEO of DP World Berbera, explains that 120

they are looking for ‘sustainable profit’ that creates benefits, such as job opportunities, for the 

people in Somaliland in order to sustain their support.  The goal is to establish Berbera as “a hub 121

to attract the landlocked countries in the region”  due to its strategic location on the south coast of 122

the Gulf of Aden along the oil route and shipping lane to the Suez Canal.  This route connects 123

Asia, Africa, and Europe, with approximately 20% of the world’s annual exports being transported 

along it. 
124

In 2016, Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn requested that the UAE utilises the port 

in Berbera as a military base instead of the one in Assab, Eritrea. Eritrea is considered Ethiopia’s 

rival ever since it achieved independence.  According to Somaliland Representative to the UAE at 125

the time, Bashe Awil Omar, the suggestion reached “the highest levels”  in the UAE, leading to 126

discussions with ministers. A diplomat involved in these talks disclosed that the military base will 

include a coastal surveillance system and a military airport. Bashe stated that it will facilitate 

monitoring 800 kilometres of coastline and that the military base “will help the whole region [in 

overcoming] piracy, illegal fishing, toxic dumping. The U.A.E. has become the hub of the whole 

region in terms of trade. For the U.A.E. to secure that strategic position, it cannot do that if it does 

not secure the lifeline of trade.”  In return, training will be provided to Somaliland coastguards, 127

which, according to an advisor, will allow Somaliland to “get a big piece of the cake”  as they are 128

the only entity with the legal right to enforce maritime law along the Somaliland coast. The 

Somaliland Parliament has approved this agreement with a large majority. 
129
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Ethiopia


Ethiopia is one of Somaliland’s neighbouring countries with historical and security connections 

involving the maintenance of long-established diplomatic relations and regular meetings.  Among 130

all nations, Ethiopia has developed the closest cooperation with Somaliland, going as far as to 

establish a quasi-embassy, called liaison office, in Hargeisa and accepting Somaliland passports.  131

Somaliland also has an embassy in Ethiopia.  Furthermore, it has established bilateral agreements 132

in several areas, most notably the Berbera Port.  Additionally, Ethiopia was the first country to 133

refer to Somaliland as a sovereign state in 2007.  Besides some secessionist concerns about its 134

own Somali population, Prime Minister Meles Zenawi expressed in 2006 Ethiopia’s willingness to 

formally acknowledge Somaliland if another state extends recognition first. 
135

In 1993, Ethiopia became landlocked after Eritrea seceded, leaving Ethiopia dependent on other 

countries for access to sea and ports.  Around 90% of foreign trade reaches Ethiopia through 136

Djibouti. This presents a significant risk — if Djibouti were to block the trade route, Ethiopia would 

lose access to the international market. Ethiopia is trying to find other channels for trade and sea 

access, specifically through the Berbera Port.  That port holds significant geostrategic importance 137

due to its proximity to Ethiopia, making it the most advantageous location for Ethiopian trade.  138

Wattanaveerachai explains that “Berbera is in a very strategic location. If you look at the distance 

from Berbera up to Addis Ababa, it is 900 kilometers.”  The connection will become even better 139

when the land connection, the Berbera Corridor, is finished. The Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed announced publicly that the sea access is a “matter of existential importance to a growing 
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Ethiopia.”  This is especially true because Ethiopia is trying to establish itself as the regional 140

hegemon in the Horn of Africa.  
141

The involvement in the DP World Berbera investment deal in 2016 failed. However, the Somaliland 

President, Muse Bihi, and the Ethiopian Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, signed a MoU for 

Partnership and Cooperation on January 1st, 2024.  The 2024 MoU is not the first agreement of its 142

type; a previous MoU was signed in 2014, focusing on trade, investments, and infrastructure 

collaboration.  The 2024 MoU remains undisclosed, with Ethiopian and Somaliland officials 143

providing conflicting information about its contents.  It is certain that Somaliland will lease a 144

coastal area to Ethiopia, with Ethiopia asserting its intention for both military and commercial 

utilisation, while Somaliland insists on its exclusive use as a naval base.  Somaliland’s Finance 145

Minister explained that there is no need for a new commercial port to be built since the Berbera Port 

“will be available for all entities including Ethiopian business people and government to use.”  146

Initially, both partners announced the lease of twenty kilometres of coastline, but Ethiopia later 

claimed it encompasses twenty square kilometres. Furthermore, the exact location of the area 

remains unclear.  According to a Somaliland government official, three areas are possible, and it 147

“will be decided together with the Ethiopian counterpart”  which one to bring into service. In 148

return, Somaliland will receive shares in Ethiopian state-owned companies, such as Ethiopian 

Airlines, the only airline offering commercial flights to Somaliland. 
149

According to Essa Kayd, Somaliland’s Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Minister, “[a]s 

soon as we sign the agreement and agree on the naval base and all the conditions that are attached to 
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it, […] Ethiopia will do the proclamation and recognize Somaliland.”  Mohamed Farah, the 150

Director of the Hargeisa-based Academy for Peace and Development, explained that “Somaliland 

has the right under international law to get international recognition. Ethiopia has the right 

unilaterally to recognize Somaliland.”  Somaliland hopes that “[i]f Ethiopia leads the way, we will 151

be the 55th member of the African Union.”  According to Essa Kayd, the “MoU will be mutually 152

beneficial and is likely to be implemented smoothly by Ethiopia and Somaliland.”  However, 153

following international criticism, Ethiopian authorities have refuted allegations suggesting their 

intention to fully implement the MoU, especially its aspirations to recognise Somaliland. 
154

Djibouti


Djibouti’s Council of Ministers supports a united Somalia and offers its support for regional 

stability and cooperation.  Djibouti has hosted several reconciliation meetings between Somalia 155

and Somaliland.  Djibouti shares connections with Somalia and Somaliland due to its population 156

comprising 60% Somalis.  Following recent agreements with DP World and Ethiopia regarding 157

the Berbera Port, Somaliland is now positioned to contest Djibouti’s role as the leading military and 

shipping hub in the region.  The agreement between DP World and Ethiopia was reached soon 158

after DP World was expelled from Djibouti’s port in Doraleh by a government decree.  Ethiopian 159

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed approached Djibouti to acquire a stake in the port, but the proposal was 

rejected due to concerns over sovereignty. Instead, the stakes were given to China Merchants.  
160
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Djibouti managed the majority of Ethiopia’s trade since 1993, when Ethiopia became a landlocked 

country without sea access.  Thus, Djibouti was unprepared for the DP World Berbera deal and the 161

2024 MoU between Somaliland and Ethiopia, potentially leading to negative impacts on its 

economy. Djibouti will no longer receive the annual Ethiopian fee of $1.5 billion for port usage, and 

the commercial trade will decrease overall.  This poses a significant concern for the country, as it 162

heavily relies on revenues generated from the port and the leasing of territory for military bases.  163

According to the Human Rights Centre in Somaliland, the Berbera Port “creates a competition 

between Somaliland and Djibouti.” 
164

In addition to the negative economic impacts, the port matter also affects Djibouti’s politics. 

Djibouti has been actively involved in reconciliation efforts between Somaliland and Somalia, 

hosting numerous meetings for discussion and dialogue. The last meeting was hosted in Djibouti on 

December 29th, 2023, two days before the announcement of the MoU between Ethiopia and 

Somaliland.  Djibouti’s efforts have been overshadowed by recent developments, prompting 165

Djiboutians to question their politicians and their understanding of the political dynamics in the 

region.  The loss of income could exacerbate political instability within the Guelleh government. 166

Several factions have already emerged, positioning themselves to seize power once Guelleh’s tenure 

ends. 
167

Meanwhile, Somaliland downplays the impact that the Berbera Port will have on Djibouti. 

According to the Director of the Human Rights Center in Somaliland, Djibouti should not be 

worried because “Ethiopia may not be willing to completely abandon Djibouti.”  Somaliland’s 168

Foreign Minister asserts that the two ports “will rather complement each other [with] Djibouti port 

serving the central and western parts of Ethiopia [and Berbera] serving mainly the eastern part.”  169
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Furthermore, Somaliland “believe[s] that there is enough business for both ports”  due to the 170

increase in Ethiopia’s population and its improving economy.


Somalia 


Somalia’s government firmly opposes and contests the recent developments and agreements 

Somaliland engages in. Somalia considers the area of Somaliland to be part of its state territory and 

jurisdiction.  The deal struck between DP World and Somaliland seems to make reconciliation 171

with Somalia impossible. The Farmajo government expressed its objection to the DP World deal to 

the Arab League and subsequently passed legislation rejecting it and prohibiting DP World from 

operating within Somalia. This action was taken in an attempt to terminate the Berbera deal and 

prevent any similar agreements in the future.  Somalia’s Prime Minister Kheyre even travelled to 172

the UAE to hold discussions in an effort to block the deal. He argues that while he was visiting, “the 

Emiratis were secretly negotiating with Somaliland on the Berbera contract.”  Somalia views the 173

UAE’s meetings and agreements with federal state leaders in Somaliland as actions that “undermine 

the national government”  and has warned of potential negative consequences for the UAE. 174

Meanwhile, Somaliland considered the Somali opposition to be a “declaration of war.”  175

Nevertheless, no military action has been taken.


On January 2nd, 2024, the parliament enacted a law nullifying the MoU between Ethiopia and 

Somaliland, deeming it a violation of Somalia’s sovereignty. The National Consultative Council 

declared the MoU as “null and void.”  Despite calling back the Somali Ambassador to Ethiopia, 176

the Somali government maintains political and economic connections with Ethiopia.  Instead of 177

cutting those ties, Somaliland has called upon the UN and the AU to address this issue and de-

escalate by hosting meetings.  Somalia has already engaged in discussions with the League of 178
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Arab States, the AU, the UGAD, and the UNSC, under the exclusion of Somaliland.  Somalia’s 179

greatest leverage over Somaliland is its continued recognition and international support. 
180

According to the Somali President, “Somalia belongs to the Somalis […] [and] [w]e will protect 

every inch of our sacred land and not tolerate attempts to relinquish any part of it.”  However, 181

Somaliland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation contends that the MoU “is a 

sovereign decision made by two independent nations and does not require third-party approval (i.e. 

Somalia).”  Essa Kayd further declares that Somaliland is “aware that [Somalian] President 182

Hassan Sheikh and his group have been running around different countries and different partners to 

have this MoU nullified, but I don’t think that there’s any possibility for them to do so. […] 

Somaliland is a sovereign state, a sovereign government, as such we can get into bilateral relations 

and sign agreements with every country.” 
183

Discussion 


Somaliland currently finds itself navigating a delicate balance between risking tensions with 

neighbouring countries and making significant strides toward international recognition. The 

continued cooperation with Ethiopia and the UAE can significantly influence diplomatic dynamics 

and outcomes when considering their geopolitical influence and roles as regional and global leaders. 

Especially Ethiopia is a crucial partner because of its regional dominance and influential role in the 

AU. If Ethiopia recognises Somaliland as a state as part of the MoU, it could likely sway the AU 

and its member states towards a similar decision. This, in turn, will reduce international reluctance 

and lead to broader global recognition of Somaliland’s independence. The MoU with Ethiopia and 

the port deal with DP World, a state-owned business, demonstrate Somaliland’s capacity to enter 

into relations with other states. As mentioned in the theoretical framework, bilateral treaties and 

agreements are usually indicators of de jure rather than de facto recognition. 
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First diplomatic engagements concerning the Berbera Port might elevate Somaliland’s importance 

in regional trade and open the door to further agreements. These developments align with liberalist 

theory, which views interaction and trade with states and companies as essential elements for 

achieving de jure recognition. The deal with DP World grants Somaliland access to the international 

market and to trade relationships. In return, the UAE gains access and control over the strategically 

located port along a key trade route. Ethiopia’s primary objective is to secure sea access to reduce 

its dependence on Eritrea. This decreased reliance enhances Ethiopia’s ability to achieve regional 

hegemonic status. Therefore, Ethiopia might be inclined to officially recognise Somaliland, as the 

potential benefits outweigh the costs. Additionally, Ethiopia and Somaliland have established 

embassies and liaison offices in each other’s countries. According to Van Essen, this type of two-

sided diplomatic relationship normally only exists between de jure states.  Ethiopia and the UAE 184

began engaging with Somaliland’s government to advance their own political interests. However, 

Somaliland can benefit from this interaction by leveraging its port to enhance its recognition. 

Nevertheless, it remains to be seen whether Ethiopia or the UAE will indeed officially recognise 

Somaliland or if they are merely exploiting its vulnerable position for their own advantage. With 

few options so far to negotiate agreements with other states, Somaliland can be easily enticed with 

deals that appear beneficial but primarily serve the interests of existing states. Due to its lack of 

recognition, Somaliland has limited capacity to enforce these agreements, as it cannot access 

judicial bodies. Furthermore, Djibouti and Somalia strongly oppose the move towards de jure 

recognition due to fears of the economic and political implications. Djibouti’s economy would 

suffer if Ethiopia opts for another port, which could also have negative repercussions on domestic 

politics. Somalia has tried to nullify Somaliland’s deals with Ethiopia and the UAE. However, these 

efforts were unsuccessful, which could imply that Somaliland has attained full territorial control and 

non-interference in its affairs, another significant indicator for achieving de jure recognition. The 

failed attempts to block the deals demonstrate Somalia’s limited state capacity and its lack of 

territorial control. Somaliland, realising it can enter into bilateral agreements without significant 

repercussions, will likely sign more deals and seek increased international recognition. This will 

further exacerbate discontent in Somalia and diminish prospects for reconciliation between the two 

entities. 


 Van Essen, 2012, p. 45 184

29



Overall, this shows that the absence of an international forum where Somaliland can raise its legal 

claims means that determining whether to recognise Somaliland is confined to the political realm. 

While certain legal scholars find support for Somaliland’s claims, practice shows that political 

considerations prevail. Noteworthy, in the last decade, Somaliland has attained de facto recognition 

through various channels and established close ties with certain states. While state practice is not 

entirely consistent, Ethiopia and the UAE have taken the first steps towards accepting Somaliland 

as a political reality. As outlined in the theoretical framework, when progressing from de facto to de 

jure recognition, key indicators include economic interactions, bilateral agreements, consular 

relations, and non-interference. To some extent, Somaliland has achieved all four of those 

indicators, albeit on a limited scale. So far, it seems that only a few states would be willing to take 

Somaliland’s recognition one step further. Political interests and concerns continue to dominate, 

preventing de jure recognition despite existing legal arguments in favour of it. Recent developments 

such as the MoU with Ethiopia are the first important step towards full recognition, and it remains 

to be seen how the situation will develop further and if Nagda’s theory that de facto recognition will 

result in de jure recognition can be proven to be correct.  This would not just be important in the 185

context of Somaliland, but any other de facto state. Somaliland could be a precedent. 


Conclusion


To conclude, the case of Somaliland highlights the complexities involved in achieving de jure 

recognition. The research question “How do political and practical dynamics affect the recognition 

process of Somaliland as a state?” has been approached in this thesis. While some existing states 

move towards increased recognition because of their own political interests, others oppose it for the 

same reasons. Hence, political and practical dynamics affect the recognition process of Somaliland 

as a state in two contradicting ways. Recent developments, including diplomatic and economic 

relations, could potentially pave the way for increased external legitimacy and eventual official 

recognition. A complex interplay of political and practical dynamics profoundly influences the 

recognition process of Somaliland as a state. The paradoxical nature of this issue, where legal 

justifications often diverge from political realities, underscores the challenges faced by Somaliland 

on its path to statehood. Political considerations, particularly those of existing sovereign states, 

emerge as the dominant force shaping Somaliland’s recognition process. While an entity may 
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possess the capacity to enter the international community, the opportunity to do so relies largely on 

political rather than legal considerations. The reluctance of international bodies like the AU and the 

UN to endorse Somaliland stems largely from concerns over setting precedents for secessionist 

movements within Africa. Moreover, bilateral long-term engagements and economic partnerships 

with influential states like Ethiopia and the UAE illustrate how practical considerations often 

outweigh legal justifications in the recognition process. The DP World agreement and the recent 

MoU with Ethiopia exemplify Somaliland’s strategy of leveraging economic partnerships to bolster 

its international standing despite objections from Somalia and Djibouti.


Looking ahead, the trajectory of Somaliland’s recognition hinges on its ability to navigate these 

intricate dynamics effectively. Continued engagement with regional and international stakeholders, 

bolstering governance structures, and enhancing economic ties will be crucial in advancing its bid 

for statehood. Ultimately, the recognition of Somaliland as a de jure state will require a delicate 

balance between legal legitimacy and pragmatic diplomacy, ensuring that the political and strategic 

interests of existing states align with it. 


Despite the theoretical foundation of this thesis that formal agreements with a de facto state might 

eventually lead to de jure recognition of statehood through increased interactions, other cases, such 

as Taiwan, demonstrate that it is not always the case. Nevertheless, it is yet to be seen whether 

Somaliland will be recognised in the future. Somaliland, if it were to achieve de jure recognition, 

could act as a precedence for other cases like Taiwan. This research has centred on analysing the 

involvement of prominent entities, including the UN and the AU, at the global and regional levels, 

neighbouring nations such as Ethiopia and Djibouti, along with the UAE as significant stakeholders. 

While this provides a solid foundation for researching Somaliland’s position in the global system, it 

is essential to delve deeper into the perspectives of other influential actors like the Arab League and 

African powers such as Nigeria, South Africa, and Egypt. Their opinions could significantly impact 

the AU’s stance on the matter and warrant further analysis. Moreover, the developments described 

in this research are recent and ongoing and will continue to evolve. Further research should 

continuously analyse these developments and monitor state practice and the process of recognition 

of Somaliland. While further progress is possible, there is also the possibility that agreements could 

be terminated, and Somalia’s claims could gain prominence once again due to its recent 

improvements. Additionally, further research should analyse what Somaliland’s secession would 

mean for Somalia. Nevertheless, this thesis offers new perspectives on a subject that has not 
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received adequate attention thus far. This thesis fills a critical gap in the existing research, providing 

a robust foundation for further investigation and development in the field. 
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